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RADIO'S BIG EXPANSION PLAN 





Taxes Don't Leave Bea Lillie Enuf AUILD INDUSTE 


For Tea & Crumpets Despite 41,6 Pay 


Around the Ziegfeld theatre, N. Y.,* 


where “Seven Lively Arts’ is the 
attraction, they're calling Beatrice 
Lillie the “poor little rieh girl.” 

The toast of the first nighters is 
drawing more money than any legit 
actress since the late Marilyn Miller 
Last week, for instance, the English 
comedienne got more than $4,- 
500 as her percentage bit from 
“Arts.” But because of tax deduc- 
tions ‘hat was practically a mythical 
figu e 

Had she known what she knows 
now, Miss Lillie would probably have 
remeined in London, The net 
amount of her take from “Arts” is so 
much at variance with her contrac- 
tual salary and _ percentage that 
there isn’t enough remaining for het 
to pay he - pill at the Waldorf As- | 
toria. If she wants to stay there. | 
she'll have to dig into her stocking, 
or wherever else she does her bank- 
ing 

The reason why it will probably | 


(Continued on Kco.aah 43) 
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Mayor Beats Sunday | 
Blue Law in Mpls. By 
Dec. 30 ‘New Yr.’s Eve’ 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 

Mayor M. L. Kline has, by procla- | 
mation, Officially designated Dec. 
30 as “New Year’s Eve.” The gen- 
uine article falls on Sunday, the | § 
3lst, and Minneapolis has Sabbath 
blue laws 

Action is similar to that taken in | 
other key cities, where many niteries 
are celebrating on Saturday night 
(30). 

The proclamation states that “for 
the purpose of the customary cele- 
bration” Saturday night will be | 
“New Year's Eve.” At the same time 
the mayor announced that the law 


| 


es the sale of liquor on 
unday will be “rigorously en- 
forced.” 


The town’s two leading niteries, 
the Hotel Nicolet Minnesota Terrace 
and the Hotel Radisson Flame Room, 
not only will be closed as usual on 

6¢. 31, but will not have a special 
New Year's eve party Saturday 
night—only their customary policy. 
Most of the other nightclubs, how- 
ever, will celebrate New Year's eve 
on Saturday and the theatres will 
anes their usual New Year's eve 


special shows at midnight on the 


Set $500,000 Price 
For ‘Ruth’ Filming 


Py Hyman, Bernie Hart, Music 

tp. of America, et al. are talking 

o can ram' film price tag on 
n 9 ” 

Ho rasna’s “Dear Ruth” for 

MCA. vi via its Lew Wasserman, who 

put the entire together, may 





wind up fi ‘it on a package 
deal, same as it’s been done before 
with radio 


stars lik 
Fibber 04 4 Pan att: om 





, writing 


| glamorizing campaign, 


|! able in acting, 





Ruth Gordon to Quit 
. . . > 
Acting for Writing 
Ruth Gordon advises friends she 
intends to quit the stage this season 
to devote herself exclusively to 
Actress is now on tour with 
“Over 21,” due to wind 
up on the Coast next spring 
“Journey to a Star.” which 
Gordon wrote last summer, has been 
put off till next when Max 
Gordon will produce with George S. 
Kaufman directing 


Cheesecaking 


British Pic Gals 


film 


her comedy, 


season, 


English gals are due for a 
in the Holly- 
wood cheesecake manner, under the 
long-range plans of J. Arthur Rank, 
London tycoon, to gain recognition 
of British product in the U. S. and 
British Empire markets. Idea is to 
overcome the lack, in English-made 
films, of the pinup qualities of 
femmes photographed in California 
studios. 

Rank’s representatives, inspecting 
the American scene, have discovered 
| the boxoffice value of the Hollywood 

system—that of exploiting feminine 
pulchritude to the limit. Most Brit- 
ish film actresses to date have been 
drawn from the stage and are cap- 
singing and dancing 
it's held, possessing great 
physical beauty. New strategy is to 
develop British glamor stars and 
exploit their personal attractions in 
the American fashion. For this pur- 
pose, according to reports from Lon- 
don, Rank aims to establish a glam- 
orizing staff to exploit new talent in 
England, with a branch in New 
York. 


41 INVESTORS, RECORD, 
FOR NEW B’WAY PLAY 


What is believed to be a record 
number of backers for one legit 
show appears to b- the setup for ‘he 
new’ Howard Lindsay-Russel Crouse 


without, 





production, “The Hasty Heart.” 
Forty-one investors are listed. 
“Arsenic and Old Lace,” with same 


producers and 27 backers, held ‘what 
ostensibly was the former record. 

Investors in “Heart,” John Pat- 
rick’s drama of convalescent GIs in 
the Far East, run from the pro- 
ducers and their wives, director 
Bretaigne Windust, designer Ray- 
mond Sovey and pressagent Richard 
Maney, down to the three daughters 
of Elliott Nugent (Nancy, Barbara 
and Annabel). Frank Sullivan has 
a piece of the show, as have actors 
.Boris Karloff and Louis Calhern. 
No investor is in for more than 
$2,000; most are in for $500 each, 
for total of $30,000. 

Play set to open at Hudson, N. Y., 
Jan. 3. 





| ognition of 
|} force on an 


Miss 


;} step ever 








Ad SOCIAL FORGE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Quietly shaping up—with likeli-| 
hood that 1945 will find the move 
bearing fruition via the estabMsh- 
ment of an Academy of Radio Arts | 


is the most 
undertaken aimed at 
radio as a 
international 

Already a 
studies, designed to achieve a broad, 
demagratic base on which to func- 
tion. are being worked out by vari- 
ous groups within the industry, in- | 


and Sciences 
rec- 
major social 
scale 


number of 


cluding top network representatives, | 
independent station operators, adver- | 
and | 


tising agency educators 
various intra-industry guilds 
Out of these studies, which have 
| been going on without fanfare for 
the past several months, will come 
concrete proposals to be presented 
when all the component groups as- 
(Continued on page 24) 


reps 


| Aveda Sidlnes 


Replaces Ill Maj. Bowes 
On Chrysler Xmas B’cast 


With Major Edward Bowes hos- 
pitalized, Archbishop Francis J. 
Spellman and the choir of the Pius X 
School of Liturgical Music, N. Y., 
will take over his Chrysler spon- 
sored radio program on CBS to- 
morrow (Thurs.) night at 9. While 
there will be no direct com- 
mercials for the auto account, there 

(Continued on page 37) 


LAMBS TO GAMBOL 
ON NEW CBS SERIES 


“A Night at the Lambs’ Club,” 
half-hour variety show featuring 
topflight showbiz personalities who 
are members of that organization, 
is headed for network airing as a 
regular once-weekly series on CBS. 

Details being ironed out currently 
by John Golden, Lambs’ Shepherd, 
and Senator Ed Ford, with Nick 
Keesely, commercial program sales 
manager, and Herb Polesie, producer, 
handling discussions for the network. 

When sold commercially, sponsor 
would give certain sum each week 
to the Lambs for privilege of using 
talent, facilities, title, etc.. same set- 
up i; CBS’ “Screen Guild” stanza, 
which donates sum to Screen Guild’s 
Relief Fund each week. 


Vets’ Revue Planned By 
Gracie Fields, Banks 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Gracie Fields and Monty Banks 
are working out an idea for a 1945 
Broadway musical revue, with a cast 
composed entirely of discharged 
servicemen and women, except for 
Miss Ffelds, who will also star. 

Players will work on a coopera- 








tive basis, sharing in the profits as| 


well as drawing salaries. 


ambitious | 








Map Victory World’s Fair for Chi 


Postwar; Backers From 33-34 Expo 





| Ex-Newsboy Returns To 
| Mpls. as ‘Othello’ Actor 
Dec. 19. 
Four years ago Louis Lytton sold 


newspapers 


Minneapolis, 


on a loop corner here 


to tide him over after he arrived 


in town broke 


separate | 


| Last week he came back playing 
| two important roles, the Duke and 
Gratiano, in the New York The- 
atre Guild's production of “Othello,” 
| with Paul Robeson, at the Lyceum. 


Bway Battle 


By JACK PULASKI 


a battle.of legit hits on Broadway. 
It's unprecedented the way go many 
sock shows have come in. It’s a 
question of how many successes New | 
York can support and whether some | 
of the standouts will not affect the | 
business of a percentage of other | 
clicks, all of them doing capacity so 
far. Wise ticket men say that the 
more hits the merrier but whether 
that is fact or fallacy will be tested. 

No doubt at all that the flush of 


(Continued on page 18) 


Off the Nut Fast 


Nitery operator in a Long Island 
community already is off the nut as 
regards one act he’s booked in for 
New Year's Eve. He's presenting a 





hood, laying out $15 for the turn. 


ervations from the kids’ families and 
friends totaling more than 100 clams 
in cover charges alone. 


Th 
Of 





Of Legit Hits 


Show people are likely to witness | 


juve dance team from the neighbor- | 


Already the guy’s grabbed off res- | 


. By MIKE CONNOLLY 
: Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Pitch for a_ postwa! 
World’s Fair is now being 
| here by Century of Progress 
| ciation, organized a year 
|the 10th anniversary of 
last Fair, 
Backers include 
vith management of 
tury of 


ago 


perso! 


Progress, 


and various employees, headed by 
Charles H. Thurman, who helped 
with management last time and is 
now operations manager for the 
Rosenwald Museum of Science and 
Industry. 

Hoopla for. holding Fair here in- 
stead of in other cities centers 
around the fact that Chi, with 37.- 
000,000 payees in two years, paid off 
a $10,000,000 bond issue on the Cen- 
tury of Progress exposition, plus 6%, 
three years before it was due, to- 
gether with all operating costs, with 

| cash left over, and is in fact the 


Rentinued on page 37) 


Paper Shortage Cues New 
Cuffo Testimonial Deals; 
Publicity Is the Payoff 


Shortage of newsprint, with its re- 
sultant cut in publicity channels for 
performers in all branches of show 
business, has resulted in a change 
of attitude on the part of name play- 
ers towards giving testimontils to 
commercial products. Whereas; in 
| the lush days, actors insisted on 
| plenty of cash for endorsements, they 
are now giving their okays cuffo. 

Payment is the publicity such testi- 
monials bring via publication of ads 
in nationally circulated mags and 
dailies. 
| Typical instance is a deal just set 
| by J. D. Tarcher ad agency for Per- 
sonna razor blades. Account has set 
Schnoz Durante for an endorsement, 


| (Continued on page 18) 
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Show Biz Reps Help F.D.R. Launch 
March of Dimes Drive in Wash. 


+ 





Washington, Dec. 19. 


Show business met the President 
this (Tuesday) afternoon at a White 
House tea, preparatory to launching 
the 1945 March of Dimes campaign, 
and show biz unanimously agreed it 
had met its greatest headliner. State 


‘Tokyo Rose,’ ‘Annie’ Now 
Tops With GIs in Pacific 


Somewhere in the So. Pacific. 


Editor, “Variety” 


2 S us you the word on our 
exhibitor leaders from all 48 states, Must give rt | 
including Robert J. Peratrovich, Jr.,| best radio entertainment in the Paci- 
of Alaska, and Marvin Eder, of the! 5. No, it's not Hope or Crosby, or 
Canal Zone, representing over 09 eve Bert Lee ny portscasting 

nerica’ 1 > ‘e seats~aiong nh A : ane Poo ; 
of America’s theatre _— " E| colleasue at WHN, N.Y.1 The best 

‘ ’ "eS > } lajOr ry oa* 
es ee eS hele i ist hows out here are: 1. Tokyo Rose; 
film producers, and Richard Walsh, | , t aalbernly yas 
ssident of IATSE, representing | “ | 7 

6 db = M nd \ 18) Both these emanate from Radio 
labo! vonverged here Monday (16 ' ic 
labot converg , white | Tokyo and they're dynamite They 
and today preparatory to the white 
ss cai Dai both play American discs. Mostly 


House function. 
The President was in fine fettle 
as he met showmen who. following 


jive and they give out with lots of 
fancy chatter to the “American 
Boys.” It’s all commercial. Tell us 
how silly we are for being out here, 
while some 4F is taking out our gals 
wives. Rose particularly has a 
great sense of humor. Ribs hell out 
of us and is a smart babe. Sounds 
like she worked in the checkroom 
of the Stork’ or spent “Two Weeks 
With Mortimer.” 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
In lauding the work of the 
motion picture industry in the in- 
fantile paralysis campaign, FDR 
feday informally wisecracked 
that he started Warm Springs by 
personally raising $1 0 0,000 
through $1 contributions, and it ( 
cost him $164,000 to collect it 
In answer, Nick Schenck as- 
sured the President that within 
the past four years the March of 
Dimes has encountered no such 
cost or expenditures, and would 
endeavor te keep all costs down. 
ee 
the tea, were further feted at the 
Pan-American Convention Hall. 
Nicholas M. Schenck, shepherded 
by Loew-Metro’s local factotum, 
Carter Barron, visited the White 
House this morning. Schenck, prexy 
of 1945 March of Dimes annual fund 


Ol 


Lee 
ne l, 
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SAG Nixes Single 
Union for Thesps 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Proposed “one big union,” which 
would have enabled actors to play 











| in the various fields of pictures, stage 
| and radio with one membership card, 
raising campaign (Jan. 25-31), _ has | has been turned down by the eowen 
an impressive executive committee, | 4 utors Guild. Jack Dales, SAG exec- 
including Barney Balaban, J0€| itive secretary, explained the posi- 
Bernhard, Harry Brandt, Oscar! tion of the screen thesps as follows: 
Doob, Gus Eyssell, Si Fabian, Harry | 4, proposed merger plan calls 
Kalmine, Malcolm Kingsburg, for one governing body, determin- 
Charles Moskowitz, Herman Robbins, | ing policy for all affiliates. That 


Spyros Skouras, Joe Vogel and | body would be headquartered in 
Richard Walsh. |New York. The Guild does not be- 

Ernest Emerling heads public re-/| lieve that the economic welfare of 
lations; Tom Connors, exchange | motion picture actors can best be 
committee; Leonard Goldenson heads safeguarded by an organization 


ra 
i 
i 
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homeoffice committee of producers; 
and Walter Vincent is treasurer. 


Abel Green, editor of “Variety,” 
represented the amusement trade 
press. 


Earlier today, a business session 
at the Statler hotel, which is the 
eneral headquarters, was followed 
a luncheon, which dramatized 
he work that the Infantile Paralysis 
und is doing. 

At the White House, Schenck pre- 
sented the President with a leather- 
bound resolution paying tribute to 
the President’s inspiring leadership 
in the polio crusade and pledging 
the industry’s continued support 
“until final victory is won.” 

President Roosevelt expressed 
ratification that the films’ drive 
= brought millions of Americans 
into the campaign with small dona- 
tions. He said he realized how much 
work and detail are involved. 

At the luncheon today, Harry 
Brandt declared early indications 
‘point to at least 1,000 additional 
theatres taking part in the 1945 
March of Dimes drive, with at least 
1,000,000 more seats than in the 1944 
eampaign. He added that as a re- 
sult the industry expects to raise 
more than $5,000,000 during the ‘45 
drive. 

Basil O'Connor, president of the 
- National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, spoke in glowing terms of 
the part the film industry has played 
in the fight on the disease. 





Benny Spearheads Drive 
Hollywood, Dec. 19.. 

Jack Benny will spearhead the 
1945 infantile paralysis drive with 
an appearance at Rockefeller Plaza, 
Radio City, N.Y., Monday noon, Jan. 
15. Comedian leaves here Jan. 8, 
and will also make three appear- 
— in east as concert violinist in 

half of March of Dimes. 


Sinatra Slated for ‘Bar’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Next starrer for Frank Sinatra at 
RKO will be a screwball musical, 
“Bar of Music,” slated to roll about 
Feb. 15. Film is based on a mag 
yarn by Eric Hatch. 
Sinatra plays a nightclub owner, 
with a corpse figuring prominently 
im the story. BAAR. ay: 





we * 


. . 


whose headquarters are located that 
far from production activity. The 
Guild, therefore, cannot participate 
in an all-out merger with the other 
Four-A unions at the present time.” 


Single union idea would have 
meant the merger of SAG, American 
Federation of Radio Artists, Actors 
Equity Assn., and other Four A’s 
affiliates. 


Stress Interfaith Amity 








In impressive turnout attended the 
Amusement Division luncheon of the 
National Conference of Christians 


and Jews last Friday (15) at the 
Hotel Astor roof, N. Y., again chair- 
maned by Loew’s veepee J. Robert 
|} Rubin. Active in the work since 
| 1928, ‘when Charles Evans Hughes 
first organized the NCCJ. Dr. Ever- 
ett R. Clinchy, one of the speakers, 
detailed the function of interfaith 
amity among Protestants, Catholics 
and Jews. 


Dr. Daniel A. Poling, whose chap- 
lain-son died a hero’s death, and 
who himself has been on almost 
every warfront, best keynoted the 
need for this important work when 
he’ learned, first hand, how much 
easier apparently it was for Cath- 
olics, Protestants and Jews to die 
together than, sometimes, live to- 
gether. The function of the NCCJ 
is to promulgate the amity among 
all faiths so that never again could 
any Hitler or other demagogue fo- 
ment prejudices as in World War II. 


Basil O'Connor was hailed as “a 
four-star civilian general” when 
making the opening address, follow- 
ing Rubin's address of welcome, 
which was preceded by the invoca- 
tion read by Commander Joshua 
Goldberg, USNR, and Lucy Monroe 
singing the National Anthem. 
Major General Frederick E. Uhl, 
head of the Fourth Army Command, 
Georgia, came up from Atlanta to 
talk, along with Dr. Clinchy and Dr. 
Poling. 


The luncheon was signalized by no 
solicitation of funds, per Rubin's 
idea of merely pointing up the func- 
tion of the NCCJ, but it inspired 
a flood of voluntary con 
jiover the weekend... |. 
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At NCCJ N. Y. Lunch 
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I3let WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 

El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


Yes, its true what they say about 
Ken Murray- 


rain 





he’s tops!” 
ROBERT YOUNG 


Studios Fear New 
Draft Shakeu 


Dec. 19. 








U.) | 


Hollywood, 
producers, already troubled 
labor shortages, have found a 
|} new cause for worry in the Govern- 
ment’s 


| Film 


i: 
r\ 
} 9 


“work or § figh dictum 
| covering able-bodied men from 26 
to 37. Several surveys have been 
started by major studios to deter- 
mine seriously they would be 
| effected by a shift of workers from 
} picture lots to war plants. 

| Selective Service has ordered a 
recheck of all deferments to meet 
draft calls that may run as high as 
| 80,000 a month during the next year. 
| Studio chiefs are worried that many 
| technicians in the ‘deferred class 
may switch to war work to guar- 
antee their deferments. Meanwhile 
studio representatives in Washing- 
ton are contacting Selective Service 
officials to learn how essential film 
workers are. 


how 





Growing Hit Plays 
Whets Interest In 
Pulitzer Selection 


Although the season is compara- 
tively young, show people are look- 
ing forward to the time when the 
Pulitzer prize is awarded, their in- 
terest being whetted at this time be- 
cause of the number of new hit plays 
that have already arrived on Broad- 
way. Although the N. Y. Drama 
Critics Circle, which picks its own 
“best” play of the season, has no rule 
that would disqualify a play drama- 
tized from a novel, whether the Pu- 
litzer rules had such a stipulation 
wasn't clear to many in show biz. 
Inquiry and precedent indicate that 
the Pulitzer jury is not restricted on 
that point, either. 

“The Old Maid,” a book adaptation 
produced in 1935 by the late Harry 
Moses, won the Pulitzer prize. 
Among book-derived plays rated 
good chances for prize awards for 
1944-45 are “The Late George Apley,” 
current at the Lyceum, and “A Bell 
for Adano,” Cort. 


Melchior’s M-G One-Shot 


Hollywood, Dec, 19. 

Lauritz Melchior, B-29 tenor, will 
make a 6,000-mile round trip to drop 
one vocal bomb on musical installa- 
tions in Culver City, Jan. 7. 

Taking off from New York, Mel- 
chior will record one song, “Lonely 
Night,” for Metro’s “Thrill of Ro- 
mance,” and hustle back to resume 
work at the Metropolitan Opera. 








—_ 


Fred Allen 
Contributes in 


VARIETY ’s 
39th Anniversary Issue 
“The Elephant Who 

Didn't” 














f SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK | 
> By Frank Scully oo 





Chapel Hill, Cal., Dec. 18. 

This being the holy season of the year to more than 100,000,000 Amer. 
icans, perhaps these people would like to know what Hollywood has in 
store for them. Of this vast number 25,000,000 have just gone through the 
annual pledge of the Catholic Legion of Decency, 

Since 1934 the church bodies have been playing the role of 3 strong 
secondary film defense. All efforts to get them to “join” or “collaborate” 
with the studios, or the Hays office, have been avoided as if jt 


wer 
Hollywood attempt to box their ends and sweep to a touchdown Thus, 
despite the studio censors and the Breen seal, a certain percentave of 
pictures get condemned and a higher percentage get a “C” rating biec- 
tionable in part). . 

That the best picture in the world would not meet with some o ctic 
is not to be denied Even “Going My Way” has not got by u athed 
The picture, including the high studio overhead. 


was brought in under 

$900,000, and it can come back and play first runs year after 

legit’s “Abie’s Irish Rose.” 

| wood’s first hardy perennial 
Leo McCarey, director of “Way,” i 

around the It’s 





yeal 


At this writing the picture looks like Ho!], 


Ss now working On a feature 


lives of nun “The Bells of St. Mary 


to be called 


Incidentally, McCarey’s aunt was a nun. John Considine, Jr.. who pro- 
duced the two Boys’ Town pictures for Metro, is now in Nebraska with 
Town.” 


But more likely to be released before either “The Bells 


of St. Mary's 
or “Seven Letters to Boys 


| Father Flanagan at present working on the third “Seven Letters to Bove’ 
| 
| 
Town” will be Cronin’s “The Keys of the King- 


dom” at 20th and Douglas’s “The Robe” at RKO. These are big pictures 
on big budgets. This doesn't necessarily mean big grosses, but being in 
the presently popular religious cycle production will not hurt them either. 
“Song of Bernadette’ was such a big grosser it was expected that a 
religious cycle would follow pronto rhough several like “The C} h of 
he Good Thief,’ “The Miracle “The Life of Mother Cabrini” and “The 
Queen of Queens” are in the hoppe dition to those previous] 
tioned, “The Keys of the Kingdom” is the only one actually completed and 
ready for January release. There are sidelines, too, like Father Murphy's 
“The Scarlet Lily,” purchased by Selznick, which probably will develop 
Into a big picture 
; But “The Robe,” which goes back to the familiar terrain of “The Ki if 


of Kings” and “Ben Hur,” has been budgeted for $3,000,000 and will prob- 
ably top all others in cost. Being a best-seller for more than a year, it 
has a tremendous backlog of audience interest. It probably wil 
some clerical upbraidings, more perhaps than “Going My Way,” b 
can match the grosses of “Way,” RKO will be a happy lot. 


Christmas in the Good Old Days 


By CHARLES O’BRIEN KENNEDY 


It was a fine old Christmas custom in the days of yore, whe. the siock 
companies flourished, for the actors to foregather at dinner in the private 
dining room of the hotel between matinee and night. 

Under the kindly spell of the occasion petty differences were forgotten 
and all were animated with the sole desire to enter into the Christmas 
spirit at its fullest. 

The young people, who were looking toward the future, listened with 
rapt attention to the veterans who were dwelling in the past. The ingenue 
gushed less than usual, and the character woman managed to submerge 
her congenital grouch. The old man relaxed his frown which was born of a 
bad study. The leading man and leading lady set the table in a roar as 
they recalled the time they blew their lines at the climax of an opening 
performance, It is common in the theatre to find laughter today in what 
seemed to be catastrophic just a little while ago. e 

In the seat of honor was the lovely grandmother of the second woman. 
She was the only outside guest. It was pleasing to note her look of amused 
bewilderment as she sat among a group of actors for the first time and 
observed their human aspects. There they were, enjoying the same happy 
Christmas in a hotel room while millions of others were enjoying it in 
their homes throughout the land. The dear old lady was the center of the 
affectionate respect due an ambassador from her world tc those who dwelt 
within the confines of two-a-day stock. 

The food was of the best, or seemed to be. A little wine (not much) 
helped the viands on their way. The hotel proprietor contributed the 
wine and joined the players in a toast to the health of all. No formal 
speeches dampened the occasfon and the party wound up with the entire 


recelve 
it if it 




















Another of His Very Hemerous 
Sidelights of Show Biz, Accent on 


“The Great Epstein” 
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company singing “Come All Ye Faithful.” 

Then the actors returned to the theatre for their night performance, each 
having added to his store of sweet recollection, each aglow with the feel- 
ing of participation in this heart-warming camaradarie on Christmas night 
when most actors are far from home. 





Court Studies -AFRA 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

C. B. DeMille court action against 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists to forestall his expulsion from 
the actors union for refusal to pay a 
special assessment remains in status 
quo to allow Superior Judge Emmet 
H. Wilson more time for study of 
the matter. Following a hearing last 
Friday (15), the court took under 
submission DeMille’s plea for a pre- 
liminary injunction and AFRA’s 
demurrer to the action. Temporary 
restraining order granted DeMille 
remains in force and he will con- 
tinue to discharge his duties as em- 
cee-narrator of Lux Radio Theafre. 

New angle was injected into the 
case when Neil McCarthy, counsel 
for DeMille, contended that $1 as- 
sessment to defeat .Proposition 12 
was levied at a meeting attended by 
only 260 of AFRA’s 2,300 members, 
which, lacking a quorum, rendered 
the assessment illegal. 


Plea for Hosp. Talent 


From Dec. 23 to Jan. 12 the United 
Theatrical War Activities Commit- 
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RA _|“DOLL’S HOUSE’ ACTRESS 
Crackdown on DeMille! 


BEATEN BY HUSBAND 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

James B. Cassidy’s production of 
“Doll's House” turned into a mad- 
house last night, following the per- 
formance at the Biltmore theatre 
here, when punches were thrown, 
with Keven McClure, second femme 
lead, being beaten by her estranged 
husband. 


Jack Carr, 41-year-old husband of 
20-year-old Miss McClure, met her 
outside the stagedoor with Lyle Tal- 
bot, and socked her, chasing her into 
the Biltmore hotel, where she hid in 
the ladies’ room. Cassidy, who was 
inside the theatre with Francis Led- 
erer, rushed out and floored Carr. 

Although all witnesses to the bat- 
tle declare Carr brandished a gun, 
the weapon was nowhere to be 
found when the police picked him 
up hiding in a nearby garage. Carr 
was quoted as saying, “When I saw 
my wife with Talbot, I blew my 

” 

He is booked on charges of sus- 
picion of assault with a deadly 
weapon. Carr claims he went to 
theatre to collect money due 
from Cassidy for having gouty 
script to cut production costs. 
McClure said she and Carr 
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PIX COIN FOR LEGIT UP TO 6006 





$35,000,000 Outlay Possible At 
20th for 45-46; 32 Films Due TO BOOST TOTAL 


Darryl F. Zanuck, Spyros Skouras 4 


and other 20th-Fox toppers huddled 
last week in N.Y. on budgets and 
schedules for 1945-46 output, which 
may involve a production cost of 
around $35,000,000, 

While no final decision was 
reached, it’s understood that 20th 
plans around 32 pictures for next 
season, with several smaller-budget 
films to be included. 


Fox sales execs feel that some 
lower-cost pictures should be pro- 





duced in order to service double- 
feature theatres that would other- 
wise book product from other dis- 
tribs. Firm aims to retain as much | 
of the available playing time as pos- 
sible as a hedge against the time 
when the market will be prepared 
to absorb a greater quantity of 
filn 

Last year 20th eliminated virtually 
all low-budget films, but despite 
that, at a meeting of National The- 


atres operating partners and divi- 
sion managers opinion was strongly 
in favor of continuing the smaller 
budgeters. 

Administrative execs also con- 
tended that a program consisting 
entirely of “A” product placed too 
large a proportion of the studio 
overhead on too small a number of 
pictures 





Crush Nazi Pix 
Washington, Dec. 19. 
Darryl F. Zanuck visited the 
White House last Thursday (14) to 


explain his plan to crush the Nazi 
film industry, to prevent its use for 
fascist propaganda. Zanuck huddled 
at length with Harry Hopkins on the 

and he also discussed the 
with OWI boss Elmer Davis. 
Zanuck scheme was first un- 


subject 
matter 
The 


veiled in New York at the Ameri- 
can Nobel Anniversary Committee 
aqinner, 


Zanuck On Coast 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Darryl F. Zanuck is due in today 
(19) for pressing conferences at 
20th-Fox studio, thereby missing 
“Winged Victory” preem at Roxy, 
N. Y., tomorrow (20); which he 
planned to catch. Will see preem 
here Dec, 27. 


Happy Chandler Plugs 
H’wood War Work In 
Talk Before the Senate 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

Plug for the war job of pix was 
givens in the Senate yesterday (18) 
by Senator Albert B. (Happy) 
Chandler (D., Ky.) who cut in on 
the debate on confirmation of the 
State Department nominees to tell 
his colleagues of Hollywood’s war 
work. 


Chandler praised the training 
Shorts and other films made by the 
industry and emphasized that new 
features are usually presented to 
GI's abroad before they are seen in 
this country. 

He paid special tribute to Warner 
Bros. for the $7,000,000 it has raised 
through “This Is the Army” for 
Army Emergency Relief, and in- 
serted i1 the Congressional Record 
the written report made by Harry 
Warner to General George C. Mar- 
Shall recently, when he turned over 
the seventh million dollar at the 
Pentagon Bldg. 


Nick Schenck’s Vacash 


Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew's 
Prexy, leaves N. Y. for a three-week 
Florida vacation this wee following 
his White House tea yesterday 
(Tues.) with the President, confer- 
ring on this years March of Dimes 
drive, 

He is slated to make a to the 
Coast around Jan. 15. = 
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Burns Mantle 


(The Dean of Drama Critics) 
Gives Some Biographical Lowdown 
on 
“This Deaning Business” 


ARI 


39th Anniversary Edition 
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Van Upp Becomes 
Col. Exec Prod. 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Virginia Van Upp was elevated to 
execulive producer at Columbia and 





will assume charge of all high- 
budget production on the lot after | 
Jan. 1. New exec is the first woman 


to hold so high a post since the ad- 
vent of sound in the motion picture 
industry 

Miss Van Upp had a varied career 
in pictures, as secretary, actress and 
film cutter, before making her mark 
as a screen writer at Paramount. 
Moving to Columbia two years ago 
as associate producer-writer, she 
wrote “Some Call It Love,” “Cover 
Girl” and “The Impatient Years,” 
doubling as associate producer on 
the last-mentioned film. Her 
chore as full producer was “Together 
Again,” co-starring Irene Dunne, 
Charlies Boyer and Charles Coburn. 

As executive producer, Miss Van 
Upp succeeds Sidney Buchman, who 
recently stepped out to organize his 
own unit for the production of “Over 
21” ona waren basis, 


PAR’S BACKLOG OF 24 PIX 
LARGEST AMONG MAJORS 


Still the largest backlog in the 
business, the number of Paramount 
pictures completed but awaiting re- 
lease stands at 24, including “French- 
man’s Creek” which has had pre- 
release dating in selected spots and 
is current at the Rivoli, N. Y. 

Others in¢lude four new pictures 
which have been set for Par’s third 
block this season, with this number 
approximating half of the product 
that will be released by Par on the 
whole season of 1944-45, taking com- 
pany up to Sept. 1 next. 

At present Par has five pictures 
in production, while three addition- 
als are in active preparation. 


Late Senator J. P. Harris 
Honored in Pitt Last Wk. 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 

A new portrait of the late Senator 
John P. Harris, pioneer showman 
and founder of the nickelodeon, was 
dedicated here last week at the Wil- 
liam Penn hotel, with Governor 
Martin of Pennsylvania serving as 
the principal speaker for the occa- 
sion, which marks the 70th anniver- 
sary of the Pittsburgh Chamber of 
Commerce. The Harris portrait will 
hang in a gallery of Pittsburgh 
Builders, which is to include oils of 
Andrew Carnegie, Henry C. Frick, 
Henry J. Heinz, Andrew W. Mellon, 
George Westinghouse and others. 

Theatre chain which late Senator 
Harris founded is now being car- 
ried on by his son, John H. Harris, 
and his brother, Frank J. Harris. 


Korda West Dec. 24 


Sir Alexander Korda plans to 
leave N. Y. for the Coast around 
Dec. 24. 

Korda is now reported getting 
around 350,000 pounds (around $1,- 








400,000) annually from rentals on 


reissues of his old pictures. 


first | 





MRE PLAYS SET n 5%, Raw Stock Cut Due to Come 
In Ist Quarter of 1945, D. C. Hears 


Major film company stake in 
Broadway play production financing 
for 1944-45 may reach close to $600 
000 before long, with current total 
of some 17 such ventures increasing 
to 19 if 20th-Fox goes into the sched- 
uled production of “Lilion and 
“Firebrand,” as reported 

Fox owns the film rights to both 

| of these pieces but may back the 
stage versions nonetheless. Mean- 
time, 20th, through its purchase of 
the film rights to the published 
| novel, “A Bell for Adano,” for $100.- 


000, finds itself with a literary prop- 
erty now worth considerably more 
owing to the exploitation value ac- 
cruing from the play. 


Metro has so far proved the 
heaviest investor in legit financing, 
| with commitments of some $350,000 


$140,000 tied 











for “Bloomer Girl,” “Soldier’s Wife,” 
“Violet,” “Streets Are Guarded” and 
“Be Good, Sweet Maid” (‘‘Violet” 
and “Streets” recently closed.) 

Paramount has approximately 
up in “Sadie Thomp- 
“Sing Out, Sweet Land,” “Per- 
fect Marriage,” “Star in the Win- 
dow.” Par also holds a financial in- 
terest in “Red, Hot and Blue” from a ' 
previous season 

Fox coin figures in “The 
George Apley,” but company was 
not obliged to fulfill its commitment 
since no call money was required 
Producer releasing through United 
Artists understood interested in 
“Central Park,” which Mike Todd 
is producing; Columbia had coin in 
“While the Sun Shines”; RKO is fi- 
nancing “Sex Is Ours,” plus a new 
Edward Chodorov play, and has a 


son,” 


Li 


ite 


is 


small piece of Tim Whelan’s sched- | 
uled production of “Dinner For | 
Three.” 





State Dept. Huddle 
On Peace’ Films 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

State Department officials huddled | 
here yesterday (18) and today with| 
War Activities Committee. officials, | 
OWI spokesmen and reps of the 
various Government agencies mak-| 
ing motion pictures, on problems 
concerning films in which State De- 
partment is interested. | 

One of the subjects was the ve 
ture State wants Walt Disney to do 
on world peace. This would be 
pushed internationally. 

Another matter was a proposed 
“Report to the Nation” by Secretary 
of State Edward R. Stettinius on the 
progress of a world peace organiza- 
tion. Latier idea, for a one-reeler, 


ino 
| forthcoming 


| Was 





got the green light from the State! 


Dept. 

Meetings here followed the re- 
cent New York sessions which State 
Department had with magazine edi- 
tors to push articles on the subject 
of world peace. All this is in ling 
with the new trend whereby State 
Department is showing ever-increas- 
ing interest in the use of films to 
spread ideas. 


Publicist Irv Yergin 
To Aide Trilling at WB 


Irving Yergin, publicity exec in 
Warners’ N.Y. publicity department, 
under Mort Blumenstock, shifts to 
Burbank Jan, 1 in the production 
dept. He becomes executive aide 
to Steve Trilling, who is Jack L. 
Warner's chief lieutenant. 

In effect Yergin replaces Martin 
Jurow, talent scout, who has since 
shifted over tc Hal Wallis’ new indie 
setup. 


Harry Cohn East Dec. 29 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Harry Cohn, Columbia prexy. 
heads for New York Dec. 29. 


Cohn will be east. three of four 
weeks attending to company’s an- 
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Sears Talks Deal 
For Spitz-Goetz 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
United Artists v.p. 


stribution, 


in | 
huddling 
and Leo Spitz 
of 


Grad Sears, 
of di 
William 
a deal 
pair's 
scheduled. 


charge is 


with Goetz 
the 


pictures 


on to release four 


new International 


Spitz-Goetz, currently 





+- Washington, Dec. 19. 
Another 4 or 5% raw stock cut for 
Hollywood is probably due for the 
first quarter of 1945. according to 
authoritative reports here. The way 
it shapes up at present, the class B 
producers, Monogram, Republic and 
PRC, which have come off easier in 
the past than the class A users of 
35 mm. stock. would:-suffer the big- 
gest bite. but everybody would get 
some cut below present quotas. 
Production of raw film is now at 
an all-time peak, but has been un- 
able to keep pace with the demand. 
Situation is very similar to that in 
cigarets, where production is also 
tops but demand is even highe 
Set Emergency Meet 
| Emergency meeting of major film 
| company reps was called early this 
| week in Washington in connection 
| . . . . 
| with another crisis in the raw film 


stock supply, but session was later 
postponed until after the holidays. 
Distributors fear that, as a result 


Ps the continuing requisitions for 


| Ia rge quantities of raw film by the 


| Armed forces and other Government 
agencies, another reduction in allot- 


| ments fo rentertainment film produc- 


| 


releasing | 


four through RKO on their first deal | 


made 
their 

may 
RKO, 
be made 


have so far 
arrangements for 

product. They 
to release through 
no decision will 


with that distrib, 
further 


continue 
although 


until the conclusion of the parleys | 
| with 


VA. 

Sears also cunfabbing with 
Howard Hughes and Preston Sturges | 
regarding a releasing deal for this 
unit. Sturges, who quit Paramount 
dickering to return to 
studio as head of his own indie 
unit but recent changes in admin- 


is 


that | 


| 
| plies, 
| 


tion may be impesced. 


Distribution re} were slated to 
huddle with War Production Board 
officials in an effort to avoid any 
drastic cut in supplies 

Any 
current 


further dislocation of the 
distribution schedules, al- 
ready hampered by limited film sup- 
would disrupt the normal flow 
of product to theatres, according to 
distribution heads. 


| CLERGYMEN S SACRIFICE 


| 
| 


istrative policy on the Par lot may | 


well eliminate this plan. 
UA execs plan to resume talks 
with Henry Henigson, Hughes- 


later this month. 


OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND 
GOES BACK TO WORK 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Olivia de Havilland, idle for more 
than a year because of contract liti- 
gation with Warners, , returns to 


work under a one-picture deal at 
Paramount as co-star in “The Well 
Groomed Bride,” with Ray Milland 
and Dennis O'Keefe, starting early 
next month. 


Sturges rep | in N.Y.,, 





Actress recently won a decision in 


the Court of Appeals confirming a 
verdict by Superior Court Judge 
Charles Burnell that Warners had 


no right to claim her services after 
the seven-year period of her con- 
tract. Studio demanded an exten- 
sion of 25 weeks because of the time 
consumed by suspensions in the 
course of seven years. Signing of 
the actress, in the face of possibility 
that the case may be taken to the 
California supreme court, reverses 
the previeus stand of major film 
companies that no interest be ex- 
hibited in signing players who have 
legal difficulties with another lot.° 


Geo. Skouras Back 


George Skouras, who was dropped 





| behind the Greek and German lines 


under American diplomatic auspices, 
flew back to this country yesterday 
(19). 

After being in the interior of 
Greece for over a year, he is flying 
to Washington pronto to meet with 
brothers Spyros, 20th-Fox prexy, and 
Charles. National Theatres head, cur- 
rently in the Capital on March of 
Dimes biz. 


Charles Skouras will remain in the 
east over the Xmas holidays to visit. 
with his son at the U. S. Military 
Academy, West Point. . 


} 


TOP BUDGETER FOR WB 


Hollwood, Dec. 19. 
Warners will make a high-budget 
picture on its newly acquired story, 
“Four Men of God,” based on the 
self-sacrifice of two Protestant min- 
isters, a Catholic priest and a rabbi 
who gave up their lifebelts and their 


lives to save four soldiers on a 
sinking U. S. transport.’ Lou Edel- 
men will produce, starting early 
next year. 


Same story forms the basis of an 
independent production “The Four 
Chaplains,” slated for early filming 
by Max King. 
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Revenooers May Become Interested 
~ In Curbing Gypping Exhibs on % Pix 


While it would seem inconsistent¢ 
that any governmental action could 
be taken to curb or ban the sale of 
pictures on percentage because they 
encourage certain dishonest exhib- 
itors to cheat, the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue is reported preparing to 
move into the situation to determine 





whether gypping theatre operators 
are not only responsible for stealing 
from the film compani but Oo 
from Uncle Sam. 

Income tax men hay tudy- 
ing the problem relating to various | 
devices by which dishonest exhibitors 
cheat the listribs on percentage 
dates, including phony tickets, palm- 
ing, resale, etc., with a view to check- 
ing on whether such exhibs are col- | 


lecting the proper tax on tickets sold; 
also, whether phoney statements 
such as furnished distribs form the 
basis for corporate or personal in- 
come tax returns. 
Ever since percentage-selling of | 
pictures came in more than 15 years | 
ago, the distribs have had difficulty 
in keeping certain accounts on the| 
honest side, regardless of how care- | 
; 


ful they are checked However, 
while nany thousands of dollars 
have been spent to curpd the evil, 


pointed out that the pay to checkers | 
is so inadequate that those who lean 
that way can hardly be blamed for 
playing a little ball with the exhib, | 
even if the gain is only a dinner or | 
some drinks. f course, the ends to] 
which gypping exhibs will go to rook 
a film company of a few bucks goes 
even further, including one reported 
case where a local theatre owner, 
friendly with the police, had the | 
checker detained for loitering or| 
something else until a count of the | 
day’s receipts were made. 





Xmas Comes on Time 


year for employees of seven major 
film firms, plus National Screen 
Service. 


While the Xmas bonuses of majors | 


generally follow a set formula, in the 
case of Warner Bros., which gives 





| deal is largely dependent on whether 





H. Allen Smith 


waxes whimsical in a 


special feature of 


VARIETY ’s 


39th Anniversary Number 











Report WB, Hoyts 
In Aussie Deal 


Sydney, Dec. I 

Warner Bros. and Hoyts circuit are | 
reported in new dicker over product 
for next year, and it’s believed that 








the Australian circuit wants a long- 
term pact. Understood that one term 
being insisted on by Hoyts is that | 
Warners must give up all thought of | 
opening its own theatres in Australia. | 
Latest discussions cover all Hoyts’ | 
key theatres and subsequents, total- | 
ing about 140. 

Warners broke away from Hoyts 
more than two years ago, following 
disagreement over terms. Stated 
here that the resignation of Robert 
Schless as foreign chief for Warners 


lis paving the way for reopening of 


’ 


This Year for Pic Aides 


Christmas is coming on time this | 


huddles. Warners has been after 
additional outlets for its product 





N. ¥. WB Vague on Deal 
While there have been new discus- 
}sions on a deal 
| would get its product spotted in the 
Australian Hoyts theatres, a new 
| setup looks far distant, according to 
word in N. Y. Stumbling block just 


whereby Warners | 


Canadian Indie’s Rap 
Ottawa, Dec. 19% 

Morris Berlin, operator . and 
mgr. of the Somerset theatre 
(indie), Ottawa, was fined $100 
and costs and ordered to pay 
$150 to federal revenue dept. 
in city court when he pleaded 
guilty to a charge of “making a 
false return with intent to evade 
payment of excise tax of $75 





from the amount of receipts be- 
tween Sept. 17 and Nov. 18.” 








} 
} 
| 
| 
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More Big 5 Reps 
Seek to Appease 
Gov t on Decree 


At least one more of the Big Five 
companies, in addition to Warners, 
is now reported dickering with De- 
partment of Justice officials with a 
view towards offering greater con- 
cessions in the matter of partial the- 
atre divorcement. 


As indicated tn “Variety” last 
week (13), greater concessions are 
now being offered to the D. J. by 
some of the  producer-distributor 


chains in an effort to formulate a 
new Consent Decree without going 
into the courts. 

Split among others of the Big Five 
concerning negotiations with the D. 
J. on plans for a new decree is re- 
ported widening rapidly. 


Col. Aide Predicts 








Big Revenue Jump 
For U.S. in Brazil 


Now doing an annual business of 
| between $5,000,000 and $6,000,000 in 
|the Brazilian market, representing 
an increase of about 40% since the 
war began, major American distribu- 
tors will enjoy a further substantial 
jump in revenue there after victory 
is won, it is predicted by Sigwart 
Kusiel, general manager for Colum- 
bia in Brazil. 

Now in N. Y.,Kusiel also pointed 
|} out last week that during the past 


out extra dough twice a year, the! now is that WB rates latest deal too| five years 50 new theatres had been 


figure varies, ranging from a week’s | 
to those | 


salary every six months 
earning up to $50, while over that 
the figure fluctuates. 
Twentieth-Fox’s bonus this Christ- 
mas is $50 each to everyone earning 
up to $50, while Paramount’s is gen- 
erally slightly less, being a week’s 
salary for everyone up to $50 and 


the latter flat amount for anyone 
getting between $50 and $75. 
The same pattern, as for many 


years past, is followed by Loew’s 
(Metro), where everyone earning up 
to $40 weekly and with the company 
over one year got two weeks’ pay 
but not to exceed a total of $50, 
while those up to $40 and with the 
company from six months to one 
year got a flat sum of $25. National 
Screen Service wanted to give two 
weeks salaty to all employees but 
was turned down and instead passed 
out $50 each. 

Universal paid a week’s extra 
salary for those getting up to $40, 
game as to bé done tomorrow 
(Thursday) by RKO. Columbia, as 
usual, gave a $25 war bond ($18.75 
met) to employees making up to $50, 
plus $10 for employees with the com- 
pany up to six months. United 
Artists is indefinite this year, but as 
@f yesterday (Tues.) was reported 
giving consideration to some kind of 

us. 

Most all companies are tossing 
Xmas parties either tomorrow 
(Thursday) or Friday (22) for em- 
ployees, either at homeoffices or at 
hotels. 





Cowpoke Dictum 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Film wranglers are merely that 
nothing more, under a new dic- 





severe. 


Cameo, J. C., Continues 





The anti-trust actions brought by 
Rosyl Amus. Corp. and the Camrel 
Co., Inc., operators and owners of 
the Cameo theatre, Jersey City, 
against Loew’s, Inc, one of the 
producer-distributor defendants, was 
dismissed last week in N. Y. federal 
court, according to a _ stipulation 
signed by Federal Judge William 
Bondy. Negotiations, it is under- 
stood, are being conducted by other 
defendarts for settlement of the 
suits, which will give the operators 
of the Cameo betier rur of major 
film company products. 

The Rosy] suit is against the eight 
major film companies, its subsidi- 
aries and five theatre chains operat- 
ing more than 21 theatres in the 
J. C. area. The Camrel suit is only 
against the eight major film com- 
panies. Paramount Pictures was the 
first of the producers to settle, its 
product becoming available to the 
Cameo and other chains at the same 
time. 





Last Cregar Pic To 
Remain Feb. Release 


“Hangover Square,” 
20th-Fox 
Cregar died, will remain a February 
release, as originally scheduled, 
rather than be moved up, which had 
been contemplated. 

The acter had his biggest par? in 
“Hangover Square.” 


Cregar’s ‘Over 106 Will 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Laird Cregar’s will, with estate 
valued in excess of $10,000, was 











built in the South American repub- 
lic, where he heads sales for Col, 
bringing the total in operation now 
|} to 1,500. Plans are in’ work for an 
| additional 20 houses. 








° Wi M ° | Kusiel does not vision any govern- 
Settling ith ajors mental control of the film business in 


Brazil. In N. Y. on & three-week 
visit to confer with Col h.o. execu- 
tives, Kusiel will return to Brazil 
shortly after Xmas. 


6 P.M. PRICE SWITCH 





Omaha, Dec. 19. 


What might develop into some- 
thing like a test case broke at the 
Broadway theatre, Council Bluffs, Ia., 
when attorney Verne Benjamin, his 
wife and granddaughter were re- 
fused admission to a night perform- 
ance on matinee tickets. 

Benjamin is filing suit for $1,000 
on the ground that he and his wife 
suffered mental anguish due to “de- 
grading insinuations” by manager Al 
Yohe when he refused to admit them. 
Benjamin also asked his $1.05 for 

ets refunded. He says he bought 
the tickets at 5:45 p.m. and was re- 
fused admittance at 6:20 p.m. the 
same day. Manager Yohe says the 
price scale changes at 6 o'clock. 

All local theatres have a price 
change between the afternoon and 
night shows, but this is the first time 
anyone has threatened to take the 
matter into court. Affair is being dis- 
cussed by theatre and legal men here, 
most holding that the theatre has a 
right to charge different rates at dif- 
ferent hours. 

The Broadway was recently taken 
over by Ralph D. Goldberg, Omaha, 
operator of two downtown and five 
neighborhood houses. 


‘French Town’ for Pix 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Jack H. Skirball and Bruce Man- 
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IA Stronger In 
N. Y. Exchanges 


The International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employes, increased its 
strength among front-office white- 
collar workers in New York ex- 
changes during the past week when 
it won an election at Republic 
against Screen Office & Professional 
Employees Guild, Local 109, CIO. 
Balloting resulted in six votes for 
the IA, three for SOPEG, one non- 
union and one which was challenged 
by Republic. 

SOPEG, however, has the Republic 
home-office, where its two-year con- 
tract over white collarites is not up 
until this coming April. Meantime, 
so far as SOPEG members are con- 
cerned in the h.o.s. of Paramount, 
Loew's, 20th-Fox, RKO and Colum- 
bia, a meeting was held last week 
before James Fitzpatrick, N.Y. medi- 
ator for the U. S. Dept. of Concilia- 


tion, on the dispute concerning a 
new contract and _ classifications 
retroactive to July 28, when old 


two-year deals expired. 

Another meeting before Fitzpat- 
rick is scheduled to be held today 
(Wednesday) to go deeper into the 
matter, last week’s session having 
been principally to outline points 
leading up to the dispute. 


Nate Wise May Succeed 
Dinerman for RKO, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 19. 

Edward V. Dinerman, who has 
been with RKO Theatres here since 
1929 and for the past few years has 
been director of advertising and 
publicity, is switching to the agency 
field Jan 2 as v.p. and one of three 
partners in a new firm to be known 
as Stokes, Palmer & Dinerman, Inc., 
with offices in the Carew Tower. 

Agency is headed by Edward E. 
Stokes, local industrialist, and has 
Fred A. Palmer, former WCKY gen- 
eral manager, as secretary-treasurer. 
Its announced policy is to handle all 
phases of newspaper, radio and mag- 
azine advertising plus public and 
industrial relations. 

Dinerman broke into theatre ex- 
ploitation work under John L. Mc- 
Curdy and Bilt Danziger when 
RKO Theatres took over the late 
Ike Libson’s string of major down- 
town houses. He has won several 
national awards on picture cam- 
paigns. ' 

Appointment of Dinerman’s suc- 
cessor will be made by N.Y. office of 
RKO Theatres. Trade talk at this 
end has Nate Wise pegged for the 
job. Wise has been handling pub- 
licity and advertising for RKO’s 
—y theatres in Dayton, O., since 


Lena Horne in Sepia Pic 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Lena Horne will head an all-Negro 
cast in “Sweet Georgia Brown,” to 
‘be produced and directed by John 
H. Auer at RKO. 

Filming starts when Auer com- 
pletes his current producer-director 
chore on “The Magnificient Tramp.” 


Bishop, Texas, Dec. 19. 
‘Texas theatre, operated here by 
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Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Overwhelming majority in favor 
of the Screen Players Union was 
scored by vote of film extras, bit 
players, stuntmen, etc, Sunday 
(17), when ballot was approved cer- 
tifying SPU as collective bargaining 
agent. Totals: SPU, 1,451; Screen 
Actors Guild, 456; no union, five: 
challenged votes, 213; void ballots, 
three. Eligible voters were 3.300 
Ballots counted, 1,912. 

Figures will be officially 
lated and held here for five days, 
after which, if no valid claims of 
fraud, etc., are filed, National Labor 
Relations Board in Washington will 
be asked to issue certification 
favor of SPU. 

SAG Calls Special Meeting 

SAG, acknowledging defeat, 
called special meeting of board of 
directors and stated it would con- 
tinue to represent actors and assert 
exclusive jurisdictior over ‘all acting 
in the film industry. At same time 
it was hinted actors might refuse 
to work with SPU members if latter 
attempted to claim jurisdiction over 
Top acto: :, however, 
appeared divided, many feeling ex- 
tras had right to select own repre- 
sentatives and were inclined to feel 
Guild should work out deal on 
friendly basis rather than continue 
to fight them. 

Campaign leading up to the elec- 
tion was the longest and bitterest 
intra-guild battle in the history of 
Hollywood, involving months of 
contention, legal opinions, charges 
and counter-charges, investigations, 
mass meetings and underground 
pulling and hauling for votes. 


SLRB Recommends RKO 
Mgrs. Case to the WLB 


Following submission of evidence, 
the State Labor Relations Board 
has certified to the War Labor 
Board that a dispute warranting con- 
sideration of action exists between 


tabu- 


in 





| the Motion Picture Theatre Operat- 





ing Managers & Assistants Guild, 
embracing managerial help in 41 
Greater N. Y. theatres of RKO and 
the RKO company. 

No hearing date has as yet been 
set but expected that a meeting be- 
fore the WLB between Guild repre- 
sentatives and RKO officials will 
be held shortly after the first of the 
year. It isn’t expected before then. 

The MPTOM&AG went to the 
SLRB after it had reached an im- 
passe on wage negotiations with the 
RKO company, latter making coun- 
ter-proposals which were turned 
down by the Guild. While the 
MPTOM&AG demanded a minimum 
of $115 for managers and $75 for as- 
sistants, RKO refused to discuss any- 
thing except $75 for managers and 
$37.50 for assistants, basing this offer 
on a survey it purportedly made of 
salaries being paid managerial help 
by circuits in the metropolitant N.Y. 
area. 

Meantime the Motion Picture 
Cashiers Union, embracing ticket 
sellers, assistants and secretaries 
who double in the boxoffice, is at- 
tempting to gain recognition for 
union bargaining purposes with 
RKO. Pending an election, the 
MPCU is reported to have discussed 
their problem with the LATSE, with 
possible view to aligning with this 
union. 


French Pix Officials 
Eye Canada Postwar 


Ottawa, Dec. 19. 

French ‘film officials are eyeing the 
Canadian field, particularly in post- 
war period, according to Edmond 
Turcotte, member of the National 
Film Board, who just returned from 
France. 

Turcotte said he huddled with film 
officials of the provisional govern- 
ment of French Republic, mulling 
Franco-Canadian film relations. 


Stone Drops ‘Sensations’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Idea of filming “Sensations of 
1946,” as a successor to his “Sensa- 
tions of 1945,” has been abandoned 
by Andrew Stone, due to his inabil- 
ity to arrange an early Technicolor 
commitment. 

Following completion of his cur- 
rent picture, “Bedside Manner,” 
Stone will film a novel for which he 
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B’way Showcases Pretty Well Locked 
Up With Product From New Year’s On 


Broadway showcase theatres will 


be virtually locked up with im- 
portant major product from Jan. 1, 
1945 for a considerable period ahead 
with the booking bottleneck in the 
N. Y. and other keys likely to con- 
tinue well into 1945, from all indi- 
cations 

RKO, meantime, has been nego- 
tiating with Loew’s to turn the May- 


fair theatre into a Broadway first 
run, offering to set Samuel Goldwyn 
and International Pictures into that 
house. Loew’s, from accounts, is 
planning to turn the Mayfair, re- 
cently acquired from Walter Reade 
and associates into a first-run situa- 
tion, although it may not be used 
exclusively for RKO or any 


other major distrib. Understood that 
Loew's recently turned down a deal 
with United Artists whereby the 
theatre would have become a first 


run outlet exclusively for UA prod- 
uct 

Capitol, N. Y., with “Music for 
Millions” and Tommy Dorsey orch, 


starting Thurs. (21) will not be avail- 
able for outside product for some 
time. Dorsey and “Millions” are in | 
for a minimum of four weeks and, 
barring other commitments for the 
orch, may stay six weeks or longer. 
“Meet Me In St. Louis” is in for a 
long stay at the Astor theatre, with 


“Ziegfeld Follies,” another Metro 
picture, scheduled to follow. 
“National Velvet” (M-G) will tie 


up the Radio City Music Hall early 
in 1945, with Columbia’s “Song to 
Remember,” scheduled to follow. 
“Remember” is pencilled in for four 
weeks and may go longer. Under- 


stood, also, that several Metro pro- 
ductions are being considered for 
the Music Hall in the first half of | 
1945, including “Son of Lassie,” 


scheduled to be completed by April. 

20th-Fox and Paramount will split 
bookings into the Rivoli, New York. 
Opening of the New York theatre 
Dec. 25 (operated by the Brandt 
Circuit) as a first run is not likely 
to ease the booking bottleneck to any 
great extent, since it is to be used 
mainly for reissues. 

Roxy theatre is tied up exclusively 
for 20th-Fox product. Paramount 
theatre, tusing Par product almost 
exclusively, has set “Here Come the 
Waves” late this month. Some talk 
also that “For Whom the Bell Tolls” 
will go into the Par for a run, al- 
though uncertain whether this book- 
ing has been set as yet. Strand and 
Hollywood, of course, are Warner 
showcases. Only a few small-ca- 
pacity indie houses remain avail- 
able. 


D. C. FILM LIBRARY 
TO COST $2,800,000 


Washington, Dec. 19. 

Ma}. Gen. Philip B. Fleming intro- 
duced a bill calling for a film library 
to cost $2,800,000, to be erected at 
Suitland, Md. Bill was sponsored by 
John G. Bradley, Chief of Motion 
Picture and Sound Recordings, Na- 
tional Archives. The Speaker re- 
ferred it to a committee and there 
will be public hearings before the 
committee acts. 

There are 300,000,000 feet of Gov- 
ernment film, most of it war stuff, 
now in existence, with no place to 
Store it. Facilities now available at 
the Archives are inadequate and the 
building must be fireproofed. 


The proposed library will not only 
store and preserve all film after it 
has been culled for its future worth, 
but will make. this film available to 
Schools, writers, publishers, motion 
Picture producers and others. The 
building to be built on a minimum 
of seven acres will contain screen- 
ings rooms and cubicles and a huge 
catalog system available for all per- 
sons interested. 


‘Victory,’ ‘Keys’ % Terms 


Terms of 40% to a split figure, to 
be agreed upon between buyer and 
Seller, with 50% to apply beyond 
that figure will be asked by 20th- 
Fox on: two forthcoming major 
releases, “Winged Victory” and 
“Keys of the Kingdom.” They will 
Probably be sold singly, no other 
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Next Metro Block 





| brough, 


To Be 7 Pictures 


its third this 
seven pictures, 


Metro’s next block, 
season, will number 
according to William F. Rodgers, v.p. 
All but two of them have 
already been screened. 


“Thin Man Goes 
After Dark,” 
“Blonde 
Navy,” “Be- 


over sales. 


Group consists of 
Home,” “Main Street 
“Music For Millions,” 
Fever,” “This Man’s 
tween Two Women” and “Nothing 


iP 
| amusement biz all over 





Pa. Censors Halt Russ Pic 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
Approval of “The Rainbow,” Art- 
kino’s film of Nazi devastation in 
Russia, has been held up by the State 
Board of Motion Picture Censors be- | 
cause of several scenes the pic-gan- | 


| derers deem “objectionable.” 


The “objectionable” scenes, 
learned, were those depicting a mass 
hanging in a Russian--village; the | 
assault upon a pregnant woman by a 
Nazi soldier, 
in a stable. 





'16-Inch Pitt Snowfall, 





But Trouble.” It’s expected that the 
seven pictures will be made avail- 
able in the order listed, starting in 
January and running through to the 
end of March. 


| SKINNER- KIMBROUGH 


SUE PAR ON SEQUEL 


Although the “Our 
Hearts Were Young and Gay,” Cor- 
nelia Otis Skinner and Emily Kim- 
granted Paramount Pictures 
| the right to use their names in con- 


nection with the filming of “Gay,” 
they seek to restrain the film com- 
pany, in a suit filed yesterday (19) 
in N. Y. supreme court, from using 
their names in connection with Par- 


writers of 


amount’s forthcoming film, “Our 
Hearts Were Growing Up.” 
“Gay,” the writers claim, was 


story based on their actual experi- 
ence in Europe some years ago, but 
Paramount's “Growing Up” is a se- 
quel made up of entirely fictional 
material and is in no way connected 
with their lives. Paramount's pic- 
ture, the writers allege, was not 
founded upon actual experience and 
would prove injurious to their rep- 
utation as authors and writers. 

The move for a temporary injunc- 
tion, which also seeks to exclude the 
name of the late Otis Skinner, will 
be argued in court Jan. 2. O’Brien, 
Driscoll & Raftery represent the 
plaintiffs. 


Blumberg West, Scully 
And Bergman Follow 


Nate Blumberg, Universal prexy, 
left for the Coast last Friday (15) 
and J. Cheever Cowdin, company 
chairman, now in Hollywood, likely 
will not return east until the first 
of the year. Blumberg went to the 
hospital in N.Y. for a checkup while 
here, and was reported okay. 

William A. Scully, U’s sales chief, 
is scheduled to head for the Coast 
early in January. Maurice Berg- 
man, eastern ad-publicity chief, goes 
out at the same time. 


Terps, Studios End Feud 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Dance Directors Guild @md major 
studios settled their wage dispute 
without taking it to the War Labor 
Board, as planned. 

New agreements grants senior di- 
rectors. $40 per day and $200 per 
week, and assistants $25 per day and 
$125 per week. 


SCHLESINGER EAST 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Leon Schlesinger left for New 
York yesterday (18) for huddles on 
cartoon by-product interests which 
he retained after retiring from inker 

















| production. 
Expects to be east three weeks. 





Worst Since ’88, Snafus 
All Show Biz 36 Hours 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19 
snowfall last week 
since 1888, 


Sixteen-i 
ittsburgh’s 


nch 
worst 


in hock for three days. 
practically at a_ standstill 
hours and 
throughout the Golden Triangle 

Pix houses could have closed 
down; they were playing to the 
ushers, and only a few of them since 
the majority couldn’t get to their 
jobs. WB for a time considered 
throwing open the Warner theater to 
sleep thousands stranded downtown 
when the storm hit without warning, 
but the police said they didn’t think 
that would be necessary. Every inn 
in town had hundreds snoozing in 
their lobbies for two nights. 

Playhouse, where a new drama, 
“The Darkling Plain,” was in the 
second week of its run, had to shut 
down for three nights because the 
actors couldn’t get to the theatre. 
Legit house, the Nixon, got a break 
inasmuch as it was dark. 

Niteries were non-existent for 72 
hours. Some of them closed down 
everything but the bars and others 
didn’t even bother with that 
they had no help. Musicians and en- 
tertainers failed to show, due to the 
traffic snarl, and at Oasis, two new 
musical units, Louella Schilly and 
her Ladies of Note and the Four 
Blazes, who were scheduled to open 
on Monday night (11), never got 
to the place until that Thursday. 
Bowerhill Road, on which Oasis is 
located about 10 miles from down- 
town, was snowbound for 72 hours 
and nothing could get through. Al- 
though all of the downtown theatres 
remained open throughout, many of 
the nabes had to fold anywhere from 
one to three nights when neither 
film itself nor employees could reach 
out-of-way spots. 

It wasn’t urtil Thursday night 
(14) that town began to look nor- 
mal again and even then some of 


fo. 





the suburban places were still 
snowbound. . 
Rochester Diito 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 19. 

Skeleton staffs operated downtown 
theatres here for three days, sleep- 
ing in offices or nearby hotels 
rather than tackle drifted streets 
after a 23-inch snowfall paralyzed 
traffic. City officials were probing 
the almost complete breakdown of 
snow-clearing facilitres, which 
closed stores, schools and factories. 

Downtown theatre business was 
estimated 85% off with evening busi- 
ness practically nil and practically 
all nabe houses closed one to three 
days. Some downtown managers and 
aides mushed through drifts and 
rutted streets six miles and more to 
reach the theatres. The ace RKO 
Pelace opened with a staff of three 
including manager Jay Golden, who 
did everything from taking tickets 
to ushering, Manager Lester Pol- 
lock, Loew’s, served coffee and sand- 
wiches to storm-worn patrons and 
set up cots backstage to care for 
members of his staff after himself 
walking four miles from his home to 
operate the theatre, 


$6 Common for 20th 


With current earnings, outside the 
pre-Xmas lull, running at a high 
level, Wall Street is looking for 20th- 
Fox to show close to $6 per common 
share for the year ending this month. 
Corporation reported net of $4.67 on 
common for the first 39 weeks, and 
even with usual year-end adjust- 
ments is expected to show $1.35 per 
common share. This compares with 
$3.49 in first three quarters last year. 

Besides several good money-makers 
now on release for the final three 
months, 20th starts off the new year 
with such boxoffice pictures as 
“Winged Victory” and “Keys of the 
Kingdom,” both listed as December 
releases. Former opens at Roxy, 
N. Y., today (Thurs.), and “Keys” 
comes into Rivoli, Dec. 27. © 
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Bulk of Expected Postwar Theatre 
Bldg. Boom Seen As 600-750 Seaters 


With Streamlined 


Theodore Pratt 


Sounds Off on Some of 





‘**Hollywood’s Literati 
Logic” 


An Editorial Feature in the 


Television a Factor 


+ Despite the fact that from $80,900,- 


000 to $100,000,000 in new theatre 
construction looms after the war, 
bulk of these film houses will be 


under 1,000-seat capacity, with ma- 
jority of them likely 600-750-seaters., 


Reason for the absence of many 
large deluxers in postwar theatre 
building lineup is that many major 
theatre companies feel that the pres- 
ent capacity is sufficient. And they 
are convinced that any big cinema 
projects, mainly replacements for 
currently operated theatres, will 
have to come several years after the 


war when they have a better idea of 
peacetime attendance. Obviously, 
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Wallis Conftrmed 
As Hays Member 


Hal Wallis Productions, as pre- 
viously reported in “Variety,” was 
last Monday (18) officially elected 


a Class A member of the Motion 
Picture Producers and Distributors 


of the board of directors. 
Hazen, representing Wallis, 
elected a Class C member. 


Board accepted the resignation of | 





since | 


Lester Thompson, director of the in- 
| dustry’s Advertising Code Adminis- 
tration, who plans to reside in Flori- 
da after Jan. 1 because of his health. 
Gordon §S. White, previously serving 
with the Public Information Com- 
mittee, will succeed Thompson as 
acting director. 

Attending the session were Barney 
Balaban, George Borthwick, Jack 
Cohn, Earle Hammons, N. Peter 
Rathvon, Spyros Skouras, Robert 
Rubin, J. J. O’Connor, Nate Blum- 
berg, W. C. Michel, Austin C. 
Keough and Carl E. Milliken. 


UA TO FIGHT PA. BAN 
ON ‘DARK WATERS’ PIC 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 

Fact that “Dark Waters” had en- 
countered censor trouble in Penn-/ 
sylvania came to light here last week 
when the Fulton was forced to 
switch from that UA picture to U's 
“Bowery to Broadway” for its Sixth 
War Loan bond premiere. Change 
was announced at almost last minute, 
explanation being that several sec- 
-tions of “Waters” would have to be 
changed in order to get a clean bill 
of health in this state. 

When UA aaa Bet to B ig de- 
mands, pie was from 
Pennsy release, sais aaneaas oo plan- 
ning to fight to keep Wat ers” as is. 
Film had been Tieduled for an 
early local showing following the 
bond preem but its first-run date 
now is indefinite. 


Film Classics Pays 1006 
For ‘North Star’ Rights 


Film Classics last Friday (15) pur- 
chased the residual rights to Bamuel 
Goldwyn’s “The North Star” for ap- 
proximately $100,000. E. L. Alperson 
negotiated for FC. 


Deal includes all current A fu- 
ture residual and rei 
and complete saute to tition Fel. 
man’s original. 

James Mulvey, general manager 
for Goldwyn, continues to supervise 
current distribution of “Star” 
through RKO, representing the new 
owners in this connection. 


Selznick’s Church Novel 


Film rights to “The Scarlet Lily,” 
the Bruce-Extension prize novel 
contest winner by the Rev. Edward 
F. Murphy, of New Orleans, 
and dealing with the life of St. Mary 
Magdalene, have been purchased by 
David O. Selznick. Novel has been 
‘running in Extension, Catholic mag. 

Father Murphy is pastor of the 
Blessed Sacrament Mission and dean 
of philosophy and religion at Xaxier 
University, N. O. 
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of America at the quarterly meeting | 
Joseph | 
was | 


most majors want to avoid overseat- 


ing, a condition in the 1929-32 period 
that forced liquidation of many thee 
atre properties 


With the greatest amount of thee 





atre construction to be done by inde- 
pendents, trend patently is toward 
the small Foon house. Indies figure 
the small-seaters are the only ones 
| that pay out becau e appreciating 
how tough it is to get strongefirst- 


run product if opening in opposition 
oe established runs 

Proposed small theatres would, 
| many instances, include ean 
equipment if obtained at such low fig- 
ures as promised. If any large num- 
ber of these new streamlined opera- 
tions make television their principal 
boxoffice magnet, this might force 
larger circuits into new construction, 
while current operations are stiteame- 
| lined and equipped with tele setups. 

Areas 

While a bit early in forecast where 
|the majority of new theatre con- 
struction will crop up postwar, it ap- 
pears rather certain that old areas of 
dense population will be favored. 
This means that such keys as New 
York, Chicago, Philadelphia, Boston, 
San Francisco and Baltimore would 
be sites of this new cinema building. 
Outside of Chicago, which would 
benefit from Great Lakes shipping 
and revival of peace industries, these 
are big metropolitan communities 
likely to benefit from restoration of 
world commerce. Many of these 
spots now are in the peculiar posi- 
tion of not having been especially 
helped by war plants just now and 
hurt by absence of usual shipping to 
foreign markets. Trend would be 
reversed in peace era, making them 
ripe for additional film houses. San 
Francisco, of course, would be 
helped by revival of trade to the 
(Continued on page 18) 


U. PENSION PLAN WAITS 
ON REVISED U. S. TAXES 


While Universal has been studying 
a pension plan for the last two years, 
reported that the management is op- 
posed to recommending any such 
plan for stockholder approval unless 
it is a worthwhile setup. Attitude 
is that a lukewarm setup, giving 
smali pensions or confining the 
amount to a limited group, is worse 
than no pension plan at all. 

Resume made by U revealed that 
it would cost close to $1,000,000 per 
year even at the outset for a worth- 
while plan. Feeling with the com- 
pany and other picture companies 
that the Federal tax setup will have 
to undergo considerable revision 
downwards before pension plans can 
be voted. ° 


‘St, Louis’ Being Sold 
Separately by Metro 


Metro will sell singly “Meet M 
in St. Louis,” which recently open 
a N. Y. run at the Astor. It’s now in 
its fourth week in St. Louis. 
illiam F. Rodgers, v.p. over sal 
for Metro, a few weeks ago decid 
to market “National Velvet” and “30 
Over Tokyo” separately 
also. “Velvet” opened last week at 
the Radio City Music Hall, N. Y. 














Hitchy’s Bergman-er 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Alfred Hitchcock returned yester- 
day (18) from London after six 
weeks’ sojourn directing pair of 
shorts for British government. 
Hitchcock immediately starts work 
under new five-year pact at Selznick 
International, with first film to 
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¢ 1¢ L1O reated on Broad- 
way for Theron Bamberger'’s iegit 
yroduction. Agnes Moorehead plays 
March's spinster sister, and she, too, 
gives a well-defined performance, as 
does the rest of the cast. Of the 
support Edit Angold. as the maid, re- 
peats her stage role to advantage, 
while Joan Carroll is properly pre- 


March's daughter. 
Leslie Fenton establishes 
anew in Hollywood 
but this time as a director. The for- 
mer actor, who became a British 
film director before joining the Brit- 
ish Royal Navy—from which he was 
recently discharged—hasn't attempt- 
ed to deviate from the original stage- 
play, and this was wise. There was 
very little that could have beén im- 
proved upon over the original pro- 
duction. And “Tomorrow” as pic 
should achieve a commensurate suc- 
cess—mainly of one per- 
formance Kahu. 


cocious as 
himself 
with this film. 
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Mere Come the Waves 


(MUSICAL) 

Paramount release of Mark Sandrich pro- 
Guetien directed by Sandrich. Stars Bins 

rosby, Beity Hutton, Sonny Tufts. Ovrie- | 
inal screenplay, Allan Scott, Ken Englund 
Zien Myers; songs, Johnny Merecer-Harold 
Avlen: musie direction, Robt. EF. Dal 
vocals, Jos. J. Lilley: music associate, Trey 
Sanders; dances Danny Dare; 1iner 


“has, Lang 
pae;: editor, 
shown N. Y. 
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A kinda corny title, “Here Come 
the Waves” manages to surmount 
the handle and emerges as a tiptop 
film. Presumably launched at a time 
when it was expedient to propagan- 
dize the WAVE movement, old tem- 
pus fugit and the film backlog situ- 
ation have somewhat dated Mark 
Sandrich’s production but not to the 
mere it’s pot b.o. For it is. “Here 

ome the’ Waves” has plenty to 
please all audiences. 

Der Bingle, the effervescent Betty 
— in a double role, and Sonny 

ufis are an undeniable marquee 
and b.o. parlay. They play it across 
the board for a clean sweep. 


Interspersed in Crosby's nifty 


songalogy. Johnny 
Arlen have supplied a set of excel- 
lent songs, including a dandy nov elty 
n “Aecent-Tehu-ate the POS-itive ; 
corking ballads “Let’s Take 
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il Be Seeing You 
(ONE SONG) 
\ ele ‘ D sf 
s | Rogers, J ’ 
‘ Ss is ble fe Spiing 
Iivinnator i i Tulfy ‘ ~ Dare 
! ris, Ww y Bowers mete by Wil- 
m  Dietertle Screenplay, Mario Par- 
“¢ ne based on radio play he be ries 
Mart cumeva, Tony Gatidio: editor, Wil- 
lis i Ziegler, song, lll Be Seeing 
| You } Ssoumy Fain nd trving Kahal. 
|} Tradeshown im N.Y I) 18, "44. Run- 
nong ne, 83 MINS, 
Mary Marshall ings Rogers 
Aact ee ee Joseph Coiten 
} aM s} Shinde ‘Temple 
M Marshall ...cccccces al | go goon 
' PEMTenMl) ...6% eseocs fou Tally 
PE. 6 64 d+ tQhoer ‘ ll Wills 
' Bruce Pat hlarris 
~ j ' Kier he . 


“Tll Be Seeing You” is a timely 
story about Christmas and shell- 
shocked war vet, It ties up the im- 
mediate problem of the scldier psy- 
chiatric finding himself in civilian 
life*with the perennial problem of a 
| convict readjusting herself to society 
jatter paying her debt. A poignant, 
romantic drama, done with taste and 
; honesty, and acted superbly, it 
sure boxoffice. 
| A quietly moving, sensitive story 
|about two misfits adapting them- 
| selves to the world and each other, 
the film has the right touch through- 
out, being never mawkish or cheap. 
|A beautiful picture of smalltown life 
and an average family’s problems, it 
tears the tear-ducts a bit but never 


a 
« 


IS 


itoo often. Essentially a fine femme 
pic: it can't miss. 

The story concerns a _ girl on 
|Christmas furlough from the state 


| penitentiary, where she is serving a 
| term for manslaughter, and an Army 
sergeant on furlough from the hos- 
pital where he is being treated as a 
neuro case. The sergeant got his 
shellshock after a bayonet wound in 
the South Pacific; the girl accidental- 
ly caused the death of her employer 
| when she resisted his unsolicited ad- 
vances. 

They meet on a train, the girl go- 
ing to visit relatives for the Xmas 
holiday, the soldier going anywhere 
on a 10-day leave at doctor’s orders 
to prove that he can mingle with 
people again. The girl invites the 
soldier to her aunt’s home and, in 
the 10-day leave both have, the sol- 
dier strives successfully to shake off 
| his nervous ailment while falling in 
‘love with the girl. The latter, also 
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Miniature Reviews 


“Tomorrow the World” (UA- 
Cowan) Fredric March-Betty 
Field-Skippy Homeier  filmiza- 
tion of Broadway : sock b.o. 

“Here Come the Waves” ‘Mu- 


hit 


cal) Par) riptop Bing 
Crosby Betty Hutton - Sonny 
rufts starre) ith socko songs 
“rll Be Seeing You” (UA). 
l'astet nelvy romantic drama; 
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“Dangerous Passage” 
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ynen tne olme buy a dress VW hic 
é 211 Ca Cal only once, and 
finally the bedroom scene when the 
| soldier fights off for the last time 
| his recurring war fright 
| Joseph Cotten gives a fine por- 
trait of the slightly befuddled sol- 
dier slowly coming out of his semi- 
stupor under the influence of a sym- | 


| pathetic family, while Ginger Rogers 


}iS again a noteworthy dramatic 
j}actress as the embittered but re- 
|signed young woman struggling for 
a dream she once thought forever 
ost Shirley Temple is a charming 
study of the eager awareness of a 
| 17-year-old. And Spring Byington 
|and Tom Tully give well-etched, 


| human 
| Standing, 


performances 
sympathetic 


under- 
parents. 


as 


| William Dieterle’s direction is a 
| little slow sometimes, but suitable 
} to the film’s mood. Dialog is sim- 
| ple and natural, and performances 
honest. Bron. 


Cant Help Singing 
(MUSICAL; COLOR) 
Hollywood, Dee. 14. 


Universal release of Felix Jackson (Frank 
Shaw) production Stars Deanna Durbin; 
feutures Robert Paige, Akim Vamiroff. Di- 

p rected by Prank Roan, Sereenplay, Lewis 
; Moster and && ! sterv, John WKlorer 
nd leo Townsend edoon Giirl of the 
Overland Trail by Sutouel J ind Curtis 
|B. Warshauwsky: ers Wve Bredell, 
\\ Ho rad Chreene editor Ted J Kent: 
j asst, director William Hlolland songs, 
|} Jerome Ikern, Kh. OY. Warburg: seore and di 
| tion, Hi. J. Salter: orchestrations, Frank 
| Skinner VPreviewed at Carthay Circle, Dec 
14, ‘44. Running time, 89 MENS, 
‘ oline Deanna Durbin 
Law] Robert Paige 
CPOE a ovicecabecsteases \kim ‘Tamivoft 
Lat) David Bruce 
hoppa oeeees ; Leonid Kinskey 
sen Me PTOR: siacas or Ray Collins 
eee BOCEMOR cs ev cnecsdas June Vineent 
> i Serrrrrr: yy tree Te \ndrew Tombes 
‘ Wis coccestevcectess Thomas Gomez 
OE CORNY. crn veseonacens (lara Blandie) 
SONNE «60:5. 2 oh om, babe ue Olin Howlin 
Marshal 


George 


& Cleveland 
“Cant Help Singing” is a bright, 
| colorful and gay filmusical, notable 
for the collection of new tunes by 
|Jerome Kern and the 
mounting accentuated by the Techni- 
color photography. 
bin’s initial color starrer, and her 
first filmusical comedy vehicle. Pic- 
jture rates as fine “escapist” enter- 
tainment to hit hefty profits in all 
| runs and holdovers geverally. 

Kern’s songs, with lyrics by E. Y. 
Harburg, add much strength to the 
|picture. “More and More” and “Any 
Moment Now” will rise high in the 


fine scenic | 


It’s Deanna Dur- | 


| popular dise and radio-played tunes, 


| while the lively “Californ-I-Ay” and 
i“Can't Help Singing” also have a 
chance for their novelty tempo. 
| Story deliberately unfolds as a 
ij light adventure romance in musical 
comedy technique. It’s relaxing and 
diverting throughout, fine framework 
lon which to set up the musical and 
| production numbers, and to set off 


the gorgeous scenery of the Utah 
llocations displayed by the Techni- 
color photography. 

Picture is set in the 1850 era, open- 


ing in Washington to introduce Miss 
{Durbin as the daughter of an in- 
| fluential senator who's determined to 
marry a cavalry office When the 
}senator’s influence ips the latte 
on q k not to a California post 
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Practically Yours 
(ONE SONG) 
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Pic is deft comb atio { k le 
and heart-throb D } pa- 
triotic ther inal { SLO 
ih s MacMi y bro t back fron 
the Pacifi atter a one-in-a-million 
lescape when he put his Navy plane 
| into a suicide dive to destroy a Jap 
carrier. Hero. in a radioed farewell 
to crew members of an accompany- 
ing bomber. tells of his devotion for 
“Peggy.” in reality his pet dog. But 
the folks back home. who hear the 


| farewell speech via radio transcrip- 
tion, jump to conclusion a former co- 
| worker ‘(Miss Colbert) with Mac- 
Murray N. Y. business office, 
was in his thoughts when he put his 
| ship into the “suicide” dive. 
Well-meaning friends succeed in 
hooking the hero into marriage 
plans, and because they're so much 
1 in the public eye, the couple decides 
to keep up the pretense which. of 
course, soon becomes the real thing. 
Situash well-handled throughout 
and works for a full crop of laughs. 
| Cecil Kellaway, as the millionaire 
;}employer who “adopts” the couple: 
| Isabel 


Im a 


IS 


Randolph, his wife, and Gil 
| Lamb, simp office worker, kick in 
{neat support along with Robert 
Benchley. who handles his minute 


assignment okay. 

Particularly worthy bit is that by 
Mikhail Rasumny, as an arty photog 
trying to instill some inspiration into 
MacMurray and Miss Colbert while 
he snaps a “perfect lovers” pose. 
Film’s only song, “I Knew It Would 
Be This Way.” is a pleasant prod- 
uct from Sam Coslow, handled 
nicely by Jane Frazee in a nitery se- 
quence. her only appearance. Rose- 
mary De Camp, as the wife of a flyer 
| who didn't come back, also deserves 
favorable mention. Donn. 


Gentle Annie 





Metro release of Robert Sisk production 
Features James ¢'reig Donna Reed, Mar- 
jorie Main, Henry Morgan, Paul Langton, 
Barton MacLane Joon Philliber and Morris 
Ankrum, Directed by Aridrew Marton, 
| Based upon novel of same name by Mur 
| IKinla Kantor; adaptation, Lawrence Haz- 
,; ard; editor, Chester W. Schaeffer; camera, 
| « harles Salerno Previewed in N, Y. Dee. 
118, "44. Running time, 80 MINS, 

Lloyd Riehland James Craig 
| Mary Tingen Donna Reed 
Annie Goss... as Coerces Marjorie Main 
Cottonwood Goss. ...ee.e.5. Hienry Morgan 
Violet Goss geet ...Paul Langton 
Sheriff Tatum Ceecdsees Barton Mactane 
Rarrow. Cedceseecs John Philliber 
Seemann ‘ ses Morris Ankrum 


In the western category, “Gentle 
Annie” has received sufficient pro- 
|duction values from Robert Sisk, 
| plus good performances, to merit fe- 
| vorable audience reaction. Picture 


not an upper-bracketer but show | 


| 


| 


} 


and 


|do from moderate to good business 


on the duals. 


is the Oklahoma 
the time. 1901. Action centei 
around two brothers of the school 
the James boys made famous and the 
pionecring mother with whom they 
live on a ramshackle ranch. Because 
they want to return to Missourl, trom 
which they migrated, the trio hold 
up a train, but while suspicion points 


Locale territory 


Ss 


strongly to them, a U. S. marshal, 
whom they befriend by giving him 


chelter in their home, 1s loath to be- 


lieve they're guilty. The cir _ 
stances leading up to-evidence that 
the brothers and their mother con 
mitted the holdup are somewhat im- 
plausible, while also not according to 
Hovle is the chanc the 
takes in letting the two bo ‘ re 
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Henry Morgan d Paul Lang- 
ood types for the roles. Barton 
ViacLane provide ble ‘ ce 
he sheriff Joh Phillibe €- 
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1) lll a essel ole 
Camera job by Charle Salk o 1s 
very good Char 


Lake Placid Serenade 


(MUSICAL) 
es 
a 

8) MIEINS 
Republi has a nifty wT: cle in 
“Lake Placid Serenade.” Film is 
a lavish display of spectacle, spe- 
cialty and girls with apparently the 
whole studio roster thrown into an 
essentially simple Cinderella story of 
a lovely immigrant kater who 
j} meets her dream prince. A routine 
|plot and some very feeble humor 
jare well offset by rich production 


; numbers, some fine outdoor settings 


and an attractive cast. Pic, with its 
ice-skating background, is a timely 
seasonal and holiday film, and will 
|do good biz. 

Studio didn’t stint on this one. 


|of the film’s star, Vera 





| comedians 


| Tombes 
| only-the last-named genuinely aim 


There’s an abundance of everything 
and sometimes a little too much. 
For what should be subordinate 
comic relief to a boy-and-girl ro- 
mance, Republic has thrown im five 
in Vera Vague, Walter 
William Frawley, Andrew 
and Eugene Pallette, with 


Catlett, 





Se 
ing and the other four ‘Tombes is 
in for only a brief sequence) prac- 
tically wasted on stale gays and 
corny situations. 

In a bewilderment of musical se- 
quences, ice ballets and gaudy pro- 
duction numbers, studio has included 
besides the legitimate ice specialties, 
the music of Ray Noble and his or- 
chestra and Harry Owens and His 
Royal Hawaiians. It even drags in 
Roy Rogers, the cowboy star, for a 
song sequence. Surprisingly enough. 
the Cinderella story stands out in 
spite of all the fulsome display. 

This is entirely due to the appeal 
Hruba Rals- 
ton. a Czéch professional skating 
star before she became a film actmgss. 
She’s in her natural element here 
in an ice-romance. Lovely to look 
at, beautifully built, and a graceful 
figure on skates, Miss Ralston makes 
an appealing heroine, especially 
when clad in the quaint peasant cos- 
tumes of her native land. A winsome 
cuality heightens her Cinderella role. 
A brilliant performance on skates 
polishes film off to make it essen- 
tially a star vehicle for her. 

Story concerns a Czech village 
maid who wins the national skate 
championship and Is sent to America 
to represent her country at a Lake 
Placid carnival. Outbreak of war 
prevents her return, but discovery 
of a rich, lost uncle ‘Pallette) keeps 
ber from being stranded. When & 
love affair develops between skater 
and her uncle’s junior partner, and 
girl discovers the man is practically 

(Continued on page 17) 
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Lefty Sez P.U. to Modern P.A.s, 
But Likens Billy Rose to Zieggy 














| ees BY Joe Laurie, Jr. 








Coolacres, Gal. 
Dear Joe:— 


Me and Aggie reading about the big hit Billy Rose made with his “Seven 
Lively Arts” and reopening of the Ziegfeld theatre with “breathing people” 


on the stage, got us gabbing of the great showmen who were “engines of 
notorie "and brought shekels to the grated window in the lobby 

Bi tose, the Baby Barnum, goes in the book because he is a great 
gs! 4} He's proven it a dozen times with his cafe shows, his Aquacade 
and his stage shows. Always grabbed plenty of space in the papers, al- 
ways surrounded himself with top talent—actors, press agents, directors 
Bc artist musicians and writers And he just has enough to kinda 
il e ita He has vision and imagination. That’s what great showme! 
are weaned o1 Sure he had flops; that’s what makes hi a good show- 
mal Talent, money, ete., don’t always make a good show You got to 
get a Sjice from Lady Luck’s Loaf, too. The little man will always be 
compared to Ziegfeld, especially since he took over the Ziegfeld theatre, 
and walking down the aisle opening night with Billie Burke wasn’t bad 
showmanship, either, brother! 

Zieggv was a natural showmar When he was only 22 he became an 
international impresario. His father leased the old First Regiment Armory, 
which he rechristened The Trocadero, for the purpose of presenting high- 
class concerts at the old Chicago Fai He sent young Zieggy to Europe to 


engage musicians and also to import foreign bands for exposition pur- 


| 


20th-Fox’s Xmas Party 


Thurs. (21) for 1,200 


Spyros Skouras, Tom Connors, W. | 
C. Michel, Murray Silverstone and | 
other topflight 20th-Fox executives, | 
will host 1,200 company employees, | 


enlisted men and women and of- | 
| ficers of armed forces and the trade 
press at a Christmas luncheon party 
tomorrow (Thursday) in the Astor 
hotel grand ballroom. | 
Radio, stage and screen stars, in- | 
cluding most of Roxy theatre acts | 
current, will entertain 
- + 1 
, 
Indies Talk 
N. J. Indies Ta 


Booking Combo 


The formation of a new boo 
combine of importance, embracing 
upward of 20 theatres in northern 
New Jersey which buy film out ol 
|N. Y. exchanges, is under discussion 
among a group of leading independ- 
ent exhibitors Meantime, Brandt 
circuit added another three houses 
for a total of 123 


poses. He brought back the best, but the concerts didn’t attract business 
and the elder Zieggy decided to close up. Young Ziegfeld went to New 
York, where he saw a guy by the name of Sandow doing a strongman’s act | 
at the Casino. It was just an ordinary act and far from a sensation. He 
put him under contract, went back to Chicago, got control of the Trocadero 
and began circusing Sandow. They got themselves almost $30.000 a week 
all through the exposition. He then brought Sandow to Koster & Bials, 
New York, and ran him into a bankroll for three years there. He caused 
@ sensation when he had women come up from the audience to feel San- 
dow’s muscle He made him the greatest matinee idol in the country 
Women went nuts about the guy and his muscles! You know what that 
means to a boxoffice. He then took Sandow to the Frisco Fait He gota 
bright idea of having a lion and bear fight it out to the death (for an ad- 
mission fee, of course) The editorial comment was terrific about how 
ruel it would be, and the sporting pages wondered who would wit 
Everything was all set when the cops stepped in and stopped it. That 
ot another gob of printers ink, and Zieggy, not overlooking a bet. imme- 


A 


iately challenged the lion owner to put the lion in a cage with Sandow 
for a fight to the finish. Yip! They had to build an extra starid holding 
10,000 suckers who wanted to be seated while “taken.” On the night of the 
exhibition, Zieggy had men all around the cage with hot irons. crowbars. 
pistols and shotguns, in case of a tie. He even had a gold medal all ready 
for the winner (I'll bet he had Sandow’s name engraved on it? Sandow 
stepped into the cage. The lion just looked at him and showed no interest 
in Sandow or the gate. Sandow grabbed hin bv the ears and the King of 
the Jungle just laid down and woudn't even feel Sando. muscles 
The mob by now was yelling “fake,” “robber.” “the lion is doped,’ and 
the usual squeal of the sucker. That's the trouble with the suckers: they 
didn’t realize that this was bread and butter . and jam for Zieggy and 
Sandow. And they smeared $18,000 worth of jam on their bread and butte 
after the exhibition, 
r— ie naiaad ee Se See ae 


~ The Milk-Bath Plant | 


— = 


I liked the way Zieggy placed the “milk-bath” story on Anna Held. He 
had a Jersey dairyman deliver a dozen 10-gallon cans of milk to Anna 
Meld at the Netherland hotel, where she was stopping. People in the hotel 
saw all. the milk being delivered and maybe figured the place was gonna 
be turned into a foundling home. They had no house dick at the Nether- 
land. Anyway, the next thing Zieggy did was to start a suit against the 
dairyman for delivering sour milk. The smart reporters smelled a good 
story and soon the world was talking about Anna Held’s milk baths, and 
thousands of dames all over the country were washing their faces with 
milk. It was a great year for cows and Ziegfeld. Then Zieggy pulled the 
stunt of having Anna save a prominent judge from a runaway horse while 
she was riding a bicycle in Central Park. Nobody ever saw it happen, no 
more than-anybody ever saw Steve Brody jump off the Brooklyn Bridge, 
but the papers went for it plenty, and Zieggy made a profit. Even on the 
day that Lefty Louie and Gyp the Blood were being executed for the 
Rosenthal murder, Zieggy shared headlines with them. 


Jersey group of indies held a meet- 


ing last week in Newark to discuss 
the organization of a buying com- 
| bine among themselves, with pres- | 
ent indications pointing to a mini-| 
mum of 23 theatres. 

Heading the group is the Lee | 
Newbury circuit of 11 houses. They | 
|are the Ocean, Asbury Park: Lor- | 
raine, Bay Head: Rialto and Rivoli 
in Belmar; Palace, Bradley Beach; 
Lavalette in Lavalette: Algonquin, | 
Manasquan; Arnold and Grove in 
Point Pleasant: and the Colonial and 
Strand, Seaside Park 

Two circuits of four house each 
involved are Dave Snaper'’s Strand, 
Keyport; Capitol, South River: Em- 
pire, South Amboy and the Strand 
New Brunswick; and Harry Hecht’s 
quartet, the Lincoln and Palace in 
Passaic, and the Plaza and Capitol 
in Paterson. Others mentioned fo 
the combine are Irving Dollinger’s 


Plaza in Linden and Liberty, Irving- 
ton: Eddie Lachman’s State in Boon- 
ton. and Lou Gold's Rivoli. Newark. 


The three new theatres for which 
the Brandt circuit will buy and book 
“henceforth are the Beaco: N. Y 
the Rialto, Paterson, N. J. and the 


| no further interests in film rights 





He married Billie | 


Burke. Writing 2,000-word telegrams to people 100 feet away. taking his | 
own barber to Europe were other space-grabbing tricks which make a | 


guy the Phi Beta Kappa of showbusiness 

Zieggy wasn’t the only great press agent of the early ‘90 There was 
plenty of comsetition those days and the p.a.’s were on their toes or else 
would be on their heels. The lost-jewelry stunt was worked to a fare- 
thee-well. It got so that even the actresses themselves wouldn't believe 
they lost their jewelry. Remember the time they put tanbark outside the 
theatre so the star actress wouldn’ be annoyed by outside noises in “her 
‘big scenes”? Remember the time Mrs. Fiske pulled an aigrette from a 
lady's hat on the street, and told the newspapers how cruel it was for the 
poor birds, and it started such a controversy that a law was passed banning 
aigrettes? I believe there was a bird in Mrs. Fiske show at the time. 
Subtle? Remember Harry Reichenbach’s stunt for the Tarzan picture, 
when he had a lion register at a big hotel? 

But these days sees the press agent satisfied with getting their clients’ 
name in a Broadway column, they send in a joke with the guy’s name on 
the answering end of it, and they make guys—guys who don’t even under- 
Stand a joke—into wits. Then theres tne Hoilywood press agents who 
have their dame clients being “seen” with different guys every night. At 
the end of the season the gal was “engaged” to thousands of guys, which 
in the old days would make her a “chippy.” What do they prove by 
That the dame is glamorous, or that the dame is dizzy and can’t make up 
her mind and is playing the field? Then she plays a mother part. 

Then, of course, there’s the regular “file stuff” of the client writing a 
Play, or a book, or going to appear as a “guest star” at some cafe. Or their 
Client's hobby is to save “burnt matches” or “knitting with porcupine 
needles.” But the one that gets my goat is the one we've been seeing in all 
the.columns since the war. You know, so and so, the star of so and so pic- 
tures, will positively join the army (Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, Merchant 
Marine—fill in as you wish) right AFTER his next_picture. And the ones 
about the glamour gals kissing a G.I. or dancing with them, or handing 
him a doughnut or selling bonds. There are thousands of gals doing that 
all over the country, and doing it better and getting no publicity. I can't 


believe that the press agents have run out of material. Most of ‘em are | 


Pretty smart guys and good writers. The topnotchers prove that! But some 
of ‘em lack that spark that sets off the imagination. 

_That’s why I like guys like Billy Rose. It’s nice to see great showmen 
like Cohan, Hammerstein, Zieggy. Pastor and Barnum reincarnated. I like 
great showmen! Sez LEFTY. 


it? | 


Decatur, Brooklyn, all controlled bs 
Murray Ginsberg and associate 


‘Indians’ for Sale As 
Bronston Drops Deal 


Hollywood, Dec. 19 

Samuel Bronston, currently 
pitalized with stomach ailment, holds 
lo 
“10 Little Indians.” Rights are now 
offered to major and indie producers | 


hos- 


by the Frank Orsatti agency, repre- | 
senting the. Shuberts in the sale of | 
screening privileges. | 


Understood Bronston defaulied on 
payments and the rights reverted to 
the stag producers. Meanwhile, | 
Rene Clair, contracted as director) 
of the film. still maintains offices in| 
the Bronston unit. 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Betty Ashe 
Milton Biow. 
Joan Caulfield. 
Jack Cole. 
John M. Considine. 
Ned Depinet. 
W. R. Frank. 
Hugh Harman. 
Otto Kruger 
Albert J. Law. 
Leo Lefcourt. 
Jules Levey. 
Jean Louis. 
Charles B. Newberry. 
Gregory Peck. 
Howard R. Philbrick 
Otto Preminger. 
N. Peter Rathvon. 
William Saal. 
Mark Sandrich 
Allan Scott 
Charles P. Skouras. 
John Whittaker. 
Herbert J. Yates. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Edward A. Golden. 

Bert Kalmar. 

Sir Alexander Korda. 
Groucho Marx. 

Harry Ruby. 

Doris Stein. 

J. C. Stein. 

Major Meredith Willson. 
Darryl F. Zanuck. 





Mayors of All Minnesota Cities Ogle 


Boxoffices for New Amus. Tax Rap 





St. Louis Exhibs’ 


Retaliation Move 


Vs, 2-Boothmen Rule 


St. Louis, Dec. 19 | 

The first retaliatory move by local 
flicker house exhibs against the un- 
authorized strike of projectionisl 
and film exchange workers wa ade 
Friday (15) when it was announced 
that the Board of Aldermen will be 
requested to repeal the ordinance 
that require two projectio! { 
¢ y booth in tne city As 
tnat motivated by a desire to 
help provide manpower for the \ 
effort. a statement issued by Lo 
K. Ansell, chairman of the exhib 
“defense” committee, declare t 
was not the intention of the con 
mittee to make any effort “to effect 
the removal of the ordinancs b 
that in the interest of inetrre ana 
patriotism the Board should e! 
inate the ordinance “in order that 
men of the skill and experience ol! 
these motion picture operators 1 
do more vital work.’ 

The exhibs declated they would 
be “willing to loan a man in each 


projection booth of every theatre to 


a plant engaged in vital war mate- 
rial and reimburse that man our- 


selves for any deficit in salary which 
he might be forced to accept in gi 
ing his skill to his country.’ 

The ordinance which 


V~ 


was put on 
the books through the efforts of 
John P. Nick, deposed czar of IATSI 
Local No. 143 poses a tough job fo 
the Aldermen. Half of the 28 mer 
bers and the prez are up fo: 


election next April and the repeal of 


the ordinance is certain to eal 
away Support fron unio! orga 
zations. It thought the Boa 
will conduct a series of public he 
ings before taking final action o1 ‘ 
request 

The St. Louis, Fanchon & Marco 
deluxer in midtown, wa the last of 
the larger houses to relight after the 
cessation of the strike that tied up 
78 houses and eight film exchangs 


and the local branch of the National 
Screen Service Unraveling fi 


bookings delayed the opening of 


many houses 

The spectre of damage uits 
| against both unions still is in the 
| picture although mum is the wor 
along film row. Ansell has asserted 


that the flicker houses lost approxi- 
mately $109,000 in receipts during 
the strike and that the wages of 


approximately 700 projectionists and 
film exchange workers would 
siderably swell that figure. Exhibs 
are still highly incensed at the ac- 
tion of members of the two unions 
in pulling the strike «nd suits are 
expected to be filed. 


NW Variety’s Fine Work; | 
Children’s Heart Clinic 


Minneapolis. Dec. 19. 
Northwest Variety Club, which re- 


con- 





| cently raised nearly $90,000 for the 





Virginia Zanuck. 


Sister Kenny institute for the treat- 


ment of infantile paralysis and be- 
fore that $25,000 for war sufferers 
has made an offer to the board ol 


education here to buy a closed school 
for $50,000 and convert it into a 
heart clinie for children. 


If the offer is accepted an addi- | 
tional $100,000 would be raised for | 


equipment and the building would | 


be turned over to the University of 
Minnesota. 


‘Velvet’ Scratched 





+ 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 
The exact business that every the- 


i atre in the state is doing would be 


public property if an admission tax 
| bill being sponsored by mayors of 
ithe state is passed. The measure 


takes the form of an enabling act to 


permit all municipalities to levy a 
tax of Ic or more on every 10c of 
admission price, in addition to the 
federal tax, and to require theatres 
to file returns showing number of 
ticket soid 
It ; the fact that all theatres’ box- 
office figures would be aval vie oO 
al O terested t ‘ i- 
to e€atly aisturbe ind « - 
ed to fight the ) r 
H ve the exhibit i ~ 
resent admission ( ue as 
is, if not higher ti t traitic 
( bea The feeli “4 11©) ontiv 
that ar further tilt in scales would 
ye iously injurious to many oper- 
ations, but also that prices must drop 
to lower levels as soon as possible 
In tact, the exhibitors have an under- 
standing among themselve to seek 
a reduction in the federal admission 
ta nen the time is co iered pro- 
Db oO 
The present proposal Va once ea 
the ayors of Minneapol ind 
St. Paul. who called a meeting of all 
Minnesota mayors and municipal au- 
thorities to consider it. Those in at- 
tendance enthusiastically approved it 
and pledged themselves to use their 
influence with members of th te 
legislature to obtain passage of the 
enabling act, and the campaign now 
is in full swing. The legislature con- 
vene next montl 
I) literature aistributea at the 
ivors mecting, it wa po it 
1 i the city ¢ M neaps ere 
Oo nan ( ent tax of le pe 
10c admission or fraction thereof, it 
estimated that the revenue from 


a tax would be approximately 


$900,000 pel yeal Ii explained 
{ > =e estimate 1 based o ec- 
( a to reven + i! ( ent 
places in the ¢ ity of Mi neapoli and 
on amusement taxe received by the 
Federal government in the tate of 
Vinnesota. as reportea bv the U a 
Ce is Bureau and the Trea De- 
partment 

The point is made in the circular 
that “one source of municipal rev- 
enue which has not been tapped in 


the state of Minnesota is the tax on 


ISS101 in amusement place 


‘SINCE’ FOREIGN BOW 
DUE FOR NEXT MONTH 


David O. Selznick’s “Since You 
Went Away” is scheduled for release 
abroad early in January in about a 


dozen world capitals. Walter Gould, 
United Artists foreign manager, 
stated yesterday (Tues.) that the 


first foreign showing will be held in 
Havana on New Year's eve 

Picture will be shown in two Lon- 
don theatres, the Marble Arch Pa- 
vilion and the Gaumont Haymarket, 
Jan. 14. Openings are scheduled in 
two theatres in Bombay and one in 


Caicutta, India. Latin-American 
| openings are set in Panama City, 
Panama; Caracas, Venezuela; Vina 
| Delmar, Chile; Lima, Peru; San 
Juan, Porto Rico; Colon, Canal Zone; 


Port of Spain, Trinidad and Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. 


Guilds Beef Over 16 Mm. 
Amateur Pic Footage 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Film crafts, headed by the Screen 
Actors Guild, are readying an official 
protest against the purchase of 16 
mm. sherts, which studios blow up to 
35 mm. size and work into stock ma- 


terial. Many of these shorts are pro- 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. duced by amateurs with non-union 
Metro’s«. “National Velvet.” often| help. One of them, recently viewed 


mentioned as an entry in the 1944 
Oscar Derby, has been scratched be- 
cause of local stable shortage 
Owing to previous bookings, 
top-budget Clarence Brown produc- 


tion will not be shown in this area | 


before Dec. 31, the deadline for Os- 
car nominations. 


SAG SHY 26 MEMBERS 


Hollywood, Dec. 19 

Screen Actors Guild recorded 184 
withdrawals in the last 30 days, as 
against 158 new memberships, of 
which 15 were in Class B, eligible 
for extra work. 

Withdrawals included 22 for mili- 
tary reasons, partially offset by re- 
instatements of 15 discharged service- 
men, 





the | 


by SAG representatives, was report- 
edly bought by Warners from a girl 
in Colorado as a rodeo short. 

Guild complains that these films 
|are turned out by non-union camera- 
|men without the aid of other union- 
| ists, causing loss of employment to 
[No object players and technicians. 
| 
' 


No objection is raised to the pur- 
chase of shorts or other 
turned out by union crafts. 


pictures 


VANDALS SLOUGH IND. HOUSE 

Fort Wayne, Dec, 19. 
| Vandals caused considerable dam- 
| age to seats at Family theatre here 
recently. Upholstering was cut, 
springs and upholstering pulled out, 
and wooden arm rests of seats whit- 
tled. 
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called more uames.f 


THAT'S EVELYN j .the guest... who 


manages to throw her pretty shadow 























" around where any male must see it—and 
vent when it comes to a man she grants no 
rights to anyone but herself! 


* Brought to dramatic life on 
the screen by Anne Baxter. 
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$44,500, 4 Houses, “30 Seconds’ Lofty 


L. A. Hits Bottom; ‘Romance’ Modest | 
| 
| 
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‘Holiday Inn’ Leader 
In Omaha, Boff $12,000 


Omaha, Dec. 19. 
“Holiday Inn,” a 
this session, 


Orpheum, with 
will top town 
Estimates fer This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-60) 

















Hub in Doldrums Albeit A. & C. Firm 
366 in 2 Spots; ‘Boys’ Fairish 226 
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ley” (Rep) ‘arte Tiennay repens | aes Market St. Solid $19,000, 1 a Enter Arsene Lupin” (U) Sturdy > } 1 
guest stars, $17,500. St. Louis Strike End week, “Parkington”’ MC ~ Last $13,000. and likely leader in town Philadelphia. Dec. 19 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1 | downtown hago “ e $11.5 ( urd | Last week “Someihing For Boys” Outside of boff opening of “Lost in 
“Master Race” | ») and “My ] : n week, nice $11,50( (20th) and “Murder Blue Room” |° Harem,” there is very little to crow 

2 RKO) and “My Gi: lue Room 7 

| Stat FW 9122 44 r 9 | } ; 
Loves Music” (U). Way off at staan. ut IZ ar ura, “Pr on i. Ses C pa ae 25-85) chan a bit under hopes at fairish anoul in Philly this sesh. Most of 
Last week, “Prince ind Pirate cnmans ree! (Par) (4th | $12,000 deluxers are being slowed up by 

(RKO) (4th wk) and “Unw1 ate ‘Bowery’ $12 000 E h ark Good $11,000. Last week, lush | Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400 | holdover sessions. . 
Code” (Col), $9,700 y ac », 108. 40-60) —“Tall in Saddle” (RKO) and | Estimates for This Week 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 50-$1)— St. Louis, Dec. 1f Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60-95) ‘Storm Lisbon” (Rep) (2d wk). | ~jtidine (WB) (1.303; 40-85 )— 
“Brazil” (Rep) and “One Body Too With all ied ehewal ne 19. | I rincess ¢ and Pirate * (RKO) with Sturdy $3,500 Last week eoliq | srearts Young, Gay” (Par) (6th wk). 
Many” (Par) Moderate $16,000.| lighted after the ‘on — eS Beatrice Kay heading stage show $6,500. | Fairish $7,500. Last week, $8,500 
Last week. “Now Tomorrow” (Par) | still is at a low ebb "ie ooo v* — ben! ve). Strong $23,000. Last | _readia tSablosky) «600; 40-85)}— 
(3d wk), okay $14,800. “Moonlight and Castles.” "ak = | week, $28,000. le P “Snow White” (RKO) (reissue). 

Paramount Hollywoed (F&M) (1,-| bassador, and “Bowery to Bro: id. | | United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1, Meet Again’ 12 000 | at Se” Te er oe 
451; 50-$1)—“Brazil” ¢(Rep)  and| way” and “The Great Mike,” t Fox. | 207; 40-85)—"“Dark Waters” (UA) ? n tors” (WB), neat $5,200, second run. 
“Body Too Many” ¢Par). Oke $8.500. | will battle for ‘eualasalie ba. tops. (2d wk). Bright $13,000. Last week, Fi ‘ , es (WE) GaSe; 40%)" Ce- 
“—_ — “Now Tomorrow” (Par) Estimates fer This Week | extra fancy $15,100. irm Balto; Harem 136. $14,000 "I ha Set ely ny Fag 
(3d wk), neat $7.700. - Orpheum (Blument 2 448: bie vast week, okay $17,500 

RKO Hillstree? (RKO) (2,890; 50- |. Bnew) s (Loew) (3,172: 30-55)— | 85)—“Three Ic weeny” CA Baltimore. Dec. 19. | Earle (WB) (2,760: "50-95 \—‘Na- 
90)-—"Master Race” (RKO) and “Gal (Coln le” (Col) wo —_ Cc nee | Booming $16,000. Last week, “To- Activity is surprisingly steady for | tional Barn Dance” (Par) with Shep 
Loves Music” (U). Fair $13,500. Last! week. is days). So-so $11 000. Last | gether Again” (Col) (3d wk x ous. | Pre-holiday season “wot “Ti | Fields orch, Cliff Nazarro, others, on 
week. “Princess Pirate’ (RKO) (4th| CCk, Marriage Is Private” (M-G) | ing $8,300. Meet Again” is exce vote | age... Fair, $18,000. Last week 
wk) and “Unwritten Code” (Col), goat days), $9,000. Eran eet Again” is excellent at Keith’s| “Wave, Wac” (Mono) and D’Artega 
trim $12,700. “Meet yg Me pit ee 30-55 )— | | and some good trade is reported for | °rch and Rubinoff, $17,000. 

Ritz EWC) (1.370: 50-$1)—"30 Sec-| $9.00. ‘Closed ee ee Good PROV. 0 | “Lost in a Harem” at the Century. ene at (2.245: 40-85)—‘Lost 
onds” (M-G) (2d wk). Fine $11,500.}" Ambassade aae> th ’ FAT | Second week of “The W arem” (M-G). Topping field, — 
Last week, stout $13,500. _ ae assader (F&M) +3,000; 50-60) ce Panngeomy shoes the | $23,500 _plus $3.000 for Earle 

Sek 0 8 0g guy cet y eB nd saoontent | $20,000 LOWDOWN’ 156) "evs ch comes, oe = usne| Snel ead ete Src 
—“American Romance” (M-G) andl last week. airish $12,000. Closed | ? ? up in remarkable fashion. | Boys” (20th) (2d wk). $16,500 ns 
“Dancing in Manhattan” (Col). Slow F ¢ ® *j Estimates f is | Karitem ‘(Gold » (1,000; 

v . SI ex (F&M) (5,000: 50-60)—“Bow Providence, Dec. 19. | mates for This Week = man) (1,008; 40-85) 
$22,000. Last week, “Marriage is | ex pepe Ege —“Bow- | . . ; ‘ Sriceed Ye Ti |}—“Laura” (20th) (2d run) hii 
Private’ (M-G) and “Babes Swing +t moet “~ (U ) and “Great| Despite proximity of Christmas| en hog «tect ae (3.000: 20- | $9,500. Last week, “Marriage EPL 
Street” (Col), over hopes at fine} 000. Last week “Doushsirie’ =e | holiday there apparently ‘are still! $13.000. Last a “te ® Good | vate” (M-G) (24 wk), fine $5,700. 
‘iieiea Artists (UA-WC veee te. and “Babes Sw ing Street” (1) a | some people going for new films this} (UA), fair $11,300. — a a (2.200: 40-85 )— 

Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 5 ' ; om | week Hi Lee ep?) GS run). Thm 
$1) — “Marriage Is Private” - i i; (EF en - ; . ppedrome (Rappaport) 2.240:| 000. Last w ” ” Years 
and “Swing Street” (U) ‘Wiles $38. eMerry ee an 50-60 )— | Sees Sar Sane Sree oi wk) a ee ‘RKO ) | (Col) $5,000. wn anncngpeinical 

j J). st ° - onanans ( ’ “ 2 . 7 i 
500. —_ week, “Bowerv to Broad-| Diego Love” (U) Mild $7,500 500. | | Diego Love” (U eee dose | extra. solid style at $14,000 after F y cay tae ey ak wk) 
way” (U) and ‘Last Ride” (WB),| Closed last week. $7,500 ego Love” (U) and “Enter after rosy | “Lonely Heart” ‘Q 
$3.900. St. RJ woeas) (4.000: 40-50 Lupin” (U). Nice $9,000. alpen soe mts ialer. Fairish $20 000 after big $27,500 Bh 
Uptown (FWC) (1.790: 50-$1) — “Winterset” (RKO) (reissue) )}— | “Wuthering Heights” (UA) (reissue), Keith’s ‘Schanberger) (2.460: 20-| ing week. : 
ae women (M-G) and ana Coast” (Ind). | ee Sa $12,000. Last" oe oe ies! GEG) tae wah Be 

‘Dancing Manhattan” (Col) Aver- losed last week. . I * ‘ Carliten (Fay-Loew ) (1 400 | «, . ast week “Man in H If “Parkin t ” M- . oe . 

Dane: nhi " 400: 44-55) | 3 cS . a a gton” (M-G) (5th wk). Po- 
Pri bd 000. Last week. ‘Marriage Is | onceisnatiediiiimaimtiaiiaitiass = “Thought of You” (WB) — Moon Street (Par », all right $9,200. tent $16,200. Last week. $17.900. 
Private’ (M-G) and “Swing Street”| ¢ ’ | “Bluebird” (WB) (3d downtown|., Mayfair ‘Hicks) (980: 25-55)— Stantem (WB) (1.475: 40-85 )}—“Man 

Fe NO oe nm Moat) (Shera ome ee umm, ae ray at Ie Sar 
“Mar hire (FWC) (2.296: 50-$1) — in ont’ $4,500 with same show. average $3,500. Last week. “When sleeper by crix, satisfactory $9,000. 
"Marriage Is Private’ (M-G) and Fay’s (Fay) (2.000: L Lights Go On” (PRC }, $3,300 Last week, “Master Race” (RKO) 
Swing Street” (U) (2d wk). Fine Montreal. D-= 16 Byes Smili y)> ¢ .000; 44-55 )—“Irish Ne (Mec , + $3,300. (2d wk), fair $8,500 
$7.000 or close. Last week. $9.200 Christmas shopping will cut - $5 es ) ane vente. Se “So eth —— a 0-60 )— 

000 or close. Last week, $8.200. | grosses currently on Main street so $5,500. Last week. “Murder Blue | wi a old fof Boys” (20th) (3d ait 
ourheltle” (WB) oe = = Rett wey : Sosrn t (U) and vaude, oke $6,000. strong $7 ony Berges S $6,000 after | ’s ew 
Mild $4,000. Last week, $4.5 ‘| Palace 27 | Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-55)—| ' week. emme 

aed ~ | by Mistake” niko; 35-62) ‘| eo Low-Down”™ (20th) and “gion ek Phi (3.280; 25-66)— Hollywood, Dec. 19 

| Last - - Fair _| “Destiny” (20th). Trim $15,000. Las = ¢ ross” (Par) (reissue) , Potts 
R Cl ¢ d | $9,000. som Doughgirls (WB), | week, “Climax” (U) and “Hi, en Okay $12,000. Last week. “Hearts munghney Bogart, who has played 
ep Ulears Uroun For | Capitel (CT) (2,700: 35-62)— ful” (U), good $10,000. Young, Gay” (Par) sturdy $15,800. | 0PP°site Lauren Bacall in two pic- 
Diego Love” (U) and “Hi Besutihe | a Metrepelitam (Snider) (3,200; 50)— Valencia (Loew's-UA) (1,840; 20-/ tures. Guaws @ new femme lead, 

Five New Buildings “Co Good enough $7,000. Last week, on gn. Denty goed 0.005 Geen over) (Sd WEY Helding ve Sen's - plac aleapeeraimaanas 

onspirators” —. and “M Stage. airly good $6,500 three- olding up fine at a arners. 
ar - . : 
ia —- wood, Dec. 19. ee (Col). $7. k a weekender. Last week, “Un- — — steady $6,700 previous} Film will be “Confidential Agent,” 
lic lot i aiiae mee "aa a a imet” (M- ws (CT) 2.0; 35-67) —“Kis- ees ane id 9usea Vaughn | at Gunter. we big previous rounds| based on a mystery novel by Gra- 
‘ee new sound gs (2d wk) aos : , y 

a three-story office colton "ee | Last week, solid jo" $9,500.| day weekend. whew — ee oe 
quarters for makeup and wardrobe | Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)—“Ma- State (Loew) (3,200; 50- 70)—“Lost 
departments, with construction await- | Town’ Raiders” (RKO) and “Goin’ in a Harem” (M-G) and “Mark ft. MOT’s AAF 2-Reeler LAD ETS 
ing the War Production Board's ap._ eang (RKO). Average $6,000. Last Whistler” (M-G). Grand $20,000 or| Tt. BLADE STAR GETS ‘FOX’ 
proval on materials. “Music Sn Op er and (UA) — week, “Abroad 2 Yanks” i onctg Ww version of Lieut.-Col. Hollywood, Dee. 19. 

Herbert J. Yates, Republic chief, | Strand (United ‘ . ae oad gi3ses Unwritten Code” (Col), eonte’ iam Keighley’s Army Air Forces| Next starrer for Vera Hruba Ral- 
leaves this week for th | (745; 35-45 )—“ - — pone ; edn mation film, “Target 1 t 

; @ annual ice 5 )—“Black Magic” (Mone) on T > will : or| ston, former figure skating cham- 

carnival at Lake Placid, N. Y., where | 220 “Crazy Knights” (Mono). Off at } —“Sign Silverman) (2,000; 44-55) y,” will be the Dec. 28 issue by | pion, will be an ice spectacle, “Sil- 
Vera Hruba Ralst i | $2.500. Last week, rs of Cross” (Par) (reissue). | March of Time. * i 
tenes ot on s on, studio star, will | ¢yfono) sn =. “What a Night™| Opened Monday (18). Last week. MOT has retitled its ; ver Fox. 

q fe) e festival. ‘Mono), $2,306 owery Champs”| “Till Meet Again” (Par) and “Since | “Unknown Battle ~ Cheat tr afven ee Oe Se a 

. Venus” (Col) (2d wk), nice $8,000. to the AAF but ot t Ke — s given| story written by Elaine Ryan and 
not to Keighley. Ralph Dietrich. 
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| Bliz, Pre-Xmas Bop Chi; ‘Conspirators’ ="*"**" "5" NY, Pre-Xmas Big; Velvet’ Sock 1156, 


Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Lost in Harem” (M-G) and “Pal 


Plus Stager 386, ‘Mike’-Wills 27146 °°: se, ‘Canteen-Hampton Huge 046, Saddle’ 


Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 


Chicago, Dec. 19. + “Bride By Mistake” (RKO) (2d wk). ‘ “on 

Two-day blizzard plus Christmas From Fifth Ave. Slow $4,500. Last 

hopping slashed the takes way be- | 5° mild $3,000 is likely on moveover.| week, “Bowery to Broadway” (U) a fa e S 

w normal last week, with little oo week, “Doughgirls” (WB), $3,-| (2d wk), $5,300 § 

slief in sight this stanza. “Con-| 9% m.0. Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; ; : Lee ee ae di 

ni vy Hees oa Yule stage show Orpheum (P-S) (2.800: 44-60) —J| 25-50) — “7th Cross” (M-G) and|{_ It’s the week before Christmas, tra- | wk). In op ge asi othe 

looks fairly husky $38,000 at Chi-| “Farewell My Lovely” (RKO). Fine| “Meet People” (M-G) (3d run). Fair | ditionally tough on the boxoffice, but igor: aay: wd gh ied oriar prot 

cago. Holdovers, with exception of | 8d campaign, but conditions holding | $4,000. Last week, “Janie” (WB) and | inis year everything’s hunkey-dorey | was $18,000 “Keys of Kingdom” 

solid $19,000 for “Princess and down total to only mild $5,000. Last} “Canterville Ghost” (M-G) (3d run), | t : oadway shows. | 0th) opens Dec. 28 

Pirate” at Woods, are big skidders. | week, “Brazil” (Rep), $6,000 in six | $4.200 re ee ee a te | i” aa (5,886; 60-$1.20)— 
Estimates for This Week 7, City (P-S) (4.000: 44-60)— | Five new -enes range from g00n So “Winged Victory” (20th) and, in per- 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 80-$1.10) ; atty ; 


lvery big 
“a 7 ° ' ig. son, Joan Edwards, Jack Durant and 
* ; ‘ | “Since Went Away (UA) Fair | P K k d f Loo | lin ist “Nati fel licholas pen 7 wd 
“Wilson (20th) (9th _ wk) Dull $10,000 after terrific $18.000 first itt. noc e or p Heading the list is “National Vel- Nicholas Bros. open here - today 
$7,500. Last week, tepid $8,000 i | vet” at the Music Hall, with house’s | (Wed.), after three weeks ol Some- 




















| week, way under expectancy 








. sa ca ‘ ? sin Yor Bovs” (20th immyv S; a] 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-95)—| State (P-S) (2,300; 44-60)—“To- But Hearts Young Oke |annual Xmas spectacle, “The Nativ- | ec aay Pan bd pos g PRs * Maser 4 
“Conspirators” (WB) , arry | cether Aoain” (C ‘ : 7 } i = i ( aney alr earl mus, 13 
Se a a 1 aaa” Tsong *.. ad Iiked. al - , 7 ae “Mila 6 ? 1 it) and regular stageshow. Xmas | finale dropping to $44,000, very light, i 
a\ arnt apps heading ced film ul by season i Bae , , > car en $5 ar 
stage show. Not bad $38,000. Last | $5,000 after fair $8,000 first week 13G; ‘Harem’ So-So 93G) spec is atways a draw and helps ac- | while second stanza was only $54,000 { 
week. “Canterville Ghost” (M-G) Uptown (Par) (1.100: 40-50) a Pittsburgh. Dec. 19 | count for a sock $115,000 or bit better | rations _ ear s ae ns ag by - . il 
with Artie Shaw orch on stage, trim | “Hearts Young, Gay” (Par). First ari cet | on seat waves dees. eiuawien ane Set (eG) Ol run’, Lee Cac 
$42,000 a cicioe”’ “ame byt rst) Big snowstorm knocked everything | On first seven Gay Likewise sock0, | orch and Dean Martin. No dice here, 
\ ot. ; 7 nabe showing Slow $2,000. Last for a loop last week. and usual pre- | among new bills, is “Hollywood Can- | looking short of $20,000. Last week, 
Downtown (Barger) (1,600: 44-95) | week, “Laura (20th), good $3.200 Xmas 


7 be slump this session is continu- 
: World (Par-Steffes) (350: 44-80 )— ing the bad news 
Charlie Barnet orch on stage. Mild | “Naughty Marietta” (M-G) (reissue) } little 


- “Carolin: lues” (C st run) 
Rogues’ Gallery” (PRC) with teen” and the Lionel Hampton band | Carolina Blues” (Col) (1st run), 


plus Milt Britton band and Harry 


=o 


Penn’s getting a 





























~ 0 Mild 3 extra biz for “Hearts Were|on stage at the Strand. Although | Savoy, modest $24.000 fy 
yp eat a — Rs Road (2d wk) Thin $1,000 after $2,000} Young and Gay,” but others are not} picture did not get raves, with the| Strand (WB) (2,756; 60-$1.20)— if 
$13,000 sia ee ee — wae we ie bis ie strong accompanying pull of Hamp- Py cow. ge heuer eon and id 
: rin i , = < | a ad ae “stimates for is Jeek ton crew. the initial week's gross stone amp on oren 10ug 1 pic- ‘ : 
ogee eee oan: ont nae ‘ . Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 40-65) looks to hit a mighty $64,000. 7 | ture notices were on disappointing y : 
Noise” (20th) (2d wk). Okay $8,000. “Hairy Ape” (UA). Taking it on| Perhaps for the first time in | Side, with great supporting pull of By 
Last week. $8,500. . = ve. - chin at $3,000. Last week, nOW | Broadway history—and probably the | Hampton's bey smash first week's ; 
Grand (RKO) (1,150; 55-95)— bounced second stanza of “Berna-| UY. S—a theatre establishes a new alee ~ $ + —-% oh “aa You" aoe ‘ 
“Bluebeard” (PRC) and “When| dette” (20th) down to so i | high the week ahead of Christmas. | be Abe ¥ oes . (4th -ac ‘ld a 
Lights Go On” (PRC). Nice $9,000. | Harris 5 ok a It’s the bandbox Rialto, which looks | $35 .000. syman orch 1 wk), mi is 
Last week, “Climax” (U) and “Pal Fagan oo (2 t nt aioe to hit $17,000 with “House of Frank- |” Wietoris (Maurer) (720: 60-$1.10)— i] 
Wolf” (RKO), 6 days, and “Blue- + gr ~ ~ St ey wae et | enstein,” best ever for house by close | «gj 4 or ja (Pat \ (rulneeas Ti 
beard” (PRC) and “Lights” (PRC), ca io oeniaes ie mies ween $1,000. It ground through the opens here today (Wed.) after 12 au 
95.500 , 2 Detroit, Dec. 19. hit, and wound up at $7,000. , ~ | night on Saturday (16). Palace On| weeks on moveover of “Wilson” all 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 44-95)| Four more fresh bills in loop but Penn (Loew's-UA) (3.300: 40-65)—| Friday (15) came in with “Tall in| (29th) from Roxy, blowoff being un- 
~ Great Mike” (PRC) with Bob/| biz continues to sag under seasonal “Hearts Young” (Par). Sole decent | Saddle” and is pacing gingerly for) der $4,000, the 11th week slightly 
\y Ils oreh on stage. Firm $27,500. | slump. Downtown looks for top coin buy in town, moderate $13,000. Last a stout $28,000. “The Climax,” at] over 2 cil 
Last week, Merry Monahans” (U)/ with “The Great Mike” and Gene week. “Thought of You” (WB),| the Criterion, finished its first week ; 
. . . ag Buddy Lester Krupa band on stage. $14 000 = | last night at a good $22,000. All these g | 
ne aric ‘ ’ eins 4 
a a Estimates for This Week Ritz (WB) (800; 40-65)—“Lonely |Shows go through Christmas and | 6 9 | 
Palace (RKO) (2500: 55-95)—|...Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 60-85)— | Heart” (RKO) (moveover). Good | Probably New Year's. 
“Woman in Window” (RKO) and | 20gether Again” (Col) (3d wk) and | $3,000 Last week, “American Ro-| An Xmas entry today (Wed.)_ is 4 
“Gal Loves Music” (U) (2d qe) |“Hi Beautiful” (Par). Former moved | mance” (M-G) (2d wk), $1,700 | “Winged Victory at the Roxy, with 
Pert $22,000. Last week $97,000. ‘lover from Fox: nice $8,000. Last | Senater (Harris) (1,750; 40-65)—|Joan Edwards, Jack Durant and 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1 500: §5-95) week, “Brazil” (Rep) and “Reckless | “Sign of Cross” (Par) (reissue)| Nicholas Bros. on stage, while to- 
“Rainbow Island” (Par) (2d “wk), | Age” CU). fancy $10,000 | (moveover) Okay. $3,000 Last | morrow (Thurs.) the Cap ushers in 
Tidy $16,000. Last week, $17,000 | Broadway-Capitol (United Detroit) | “ eek, “Together Again” (Col) (3d | “Music for Millions” and the Tommy 4 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 55-95) | (2,800; 60-85)—"Janie” (WB) and | WK), $4,000 : ae | Dorsey band. Gotham yesterday er 
—"Since Went Away” (UA) (9th i“Aleske” Mono) (94 wk) Pair | . Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-65 i—“Lost (Tues. ) brought in “Three Is a Fem: | Cincinnati, Dec. 19. 
wk) S rote $18,000. Last week, |moved from Michigan. decent $14,000. | if Harem ns aa ee ae ee m3 while es Globe on bi (22) General trade is bucking the final 
ave Age $20,000 | Last week Kismet” (M-G) and | 0 qavs extra oO » anie’ oat- will open “Tomorrow the orld.” ‘ . » shonni fairly rel 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 55- | “Days of Glory” (RKO) (d wk), |Utday opening, but in regulation! Republic launches “Lake Placia | SPU** lair iy he : ja - 
95)—*“Lost in Harem” (M-G). So-so | $11.000 | — ge = Hear’ eo — | Serenade” on Saturday (23). Our Hearts Were i ag and Gay 
16,000 sas , ‘ : . week, “Lonely Heart” ¢ ) aroun — a 7 is topping only other newcomer, 
’ Woods ae i’ 55-95) | Downtown (Howard Hughes) (2,- | $12,500, not bad considering. Estimates for This Week m ; * tig jana” : ee a r 
“Princess and Pirate” CRKOy ath, | 800; 60-85 )—"Great Mike” (PRC) and |” Warner (WB) (2,000; 40-65)—| Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 60-$1.20)— | “®NDOW “Sand, 2 majey Bands: 
wk). Staunch $19,000. Last Bn | Gene Krupa orch on stage. Great “Thought of You” (WB) (moveover).| “Meet Me in St. Louis” (M-G) (4th Estimates for This Week 
bis $19.500 = re ’ | $28,000. Last week. “Topper” (F-C) | Good $7.000. Last week, “Parkington” | wk). Remains exceptionally strong, Albee (RKO) (3,100; 44-70)— 
ee | (reissue) plus en an” “Vani- | (M-G) (moveover), under $5,000 hire, a through Sunday night | “Rainbow Island” (Par). Fair ol 
ties” on stage. okay $22, ‘ ee (17) being $34,200: second was $34.- | 000. Last week, “Woman in in- 
Pre Xmas Sloughs D ( | + ag pe ae } ‘ ’ ber dow” (RKO). fat $15.000. 
‘ a ra. - aes aoe HAREM NICE $15 000 ‘apitol (Loew's) (4,820; 60-$1.20)— | Capitel (RKO) (2,000; 44-70)— 
| B Wi d ’ re Bow genes Affair” (Col). Dull a eee 7 30 Seconds Over Tokyo” (M-G). “Kismet” (M-G) (2d wk). Pleasing 
|Last week. “Together Again” (Col) | Jimmy Dorsey orch and Henny | $7,000 after okay $11,000 kickoff. 
ut Mm Ow Clean 14G land “Crime Doctor” (Col) (2d wk), LEADS OFFISH BUFF. Youngman (5th-final wk). Moves out Family (RKO) (1,000; 30-40)— 
H 0 ni ‘Yanks’ V d “nein i Buffalo, Dec. 19 |on gross of about $53,000, while pre- | “Falcon in Hollywood” (RKO) and 
VU. “Yall 18G Madison (United Detroit) (1.800; , ,. Buitaio, mec. *©-, | vious (4th) stanza was $52,000, drop | “Going to Town” (RKO). Mild 
, racthi aude | 60-85 "Marriage Is Private” (M -G) Nothing startling here es wee. | being due to pit trouble closing house | $2,200. Same last week for “Reck- 
Washington, Dec. 19. | and “Abroad 2 Yanks” (UA). Fair | “Lost in Harem” is the sole exception | Tuesday night. “Music for Millions” | less Age” (U) and “Riders Santa 
“ae much competition from pre- | $5,600. Last week, “Rainbow Island” to the slow pace. : | (M-G) and Tommy Dorsey orch open | Fe” (U). 
Amas influences and grosses are still} (Par) and “Winkle” (Col), $5,900. Estimates for This Week | tomorrow (Thurs.). Grand (RKO) (1,430; 44-70)— 


off. Many holdovers, with “Woman| Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; Buffale (Shea) (3,500: 40-70)— 











; . ’ : a 4 Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 60-¢1.25) | “Woman in Window” (RKO). Move- 

ia the Window looking best, in sec- | 60-85)—“Hearts Young, Gay” (Par) | “Lost in Harem” (M-G) and “One | «The Climax” (U) (2d og Not | over. Good $7,500. Last week, “Now 

Ond stanza. and “Great Moment” (Par). Okay | Body Too Many (Par). Nice $15.- | socko but good for this time of year | Tomorrow” (Par) (2d run), $6,500. 

Estimates for This Week $19,000. Last week. “Janie” (WB) | 000. Last weck. “Laura” (20th), $13.- | at $22,000 on initial seven days ended Keith’s (United' (1,500; 44-70)— 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434: 44-72)— land “Alaska” (Mono), fine $24,000. 500. ' - 40-70) last night (Tues.). Second week for | “Sign of Cross” (Par) (reissue). 

“Abroad 2 Yanks” (UA), with vaude Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- Lafayette (Basil) (3.300; fs A “Bowery to Broadway” (U) was near | Sturdy $6,500. Last week “Thought 

Thin $18,000. Last week, “K. C_|000; 60-85)—“Barbary Coast Gent” |“Happened One Night” (Col) and | to $18,000, satisfactory. of You” (WB) (2d run), $4.000. 

Kitty” (Col), with vaude, good |(M-G) and “Waterloo Bridge” (M-G) | “Mr. Deeds to Town (Col) (reis- | Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 60-$1.20)—| Lyrie (RKO) (1.400; 44-70)— 
22,000. (reissue). Nice $15,000. Last week, | sues). Slow $8.500 in 10 days. Last | “Dark Waters” (UA) (5th-final wk). | “Now Tomorrow” (Par). Third 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234: 44-72)—|‘“Conspirators’ (WB) and “Army week, “San Diego Love” (U) and Ended fourth round Monday night | downtown sesh. Trim $4.000. Last 


“Maisie to Reno” (M-G). ‘Only $5.-| Wives” (Mono) (2d wk), trim $12,000. | “Mummy s Ghost” (U), good $9.000. | (18) at stout $15,000, while preceding | week. “Dangerous Journey” (20th) 

500. Last week, “Something for| United Artists (United Detroit) 20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 40-70) |; week was $18,500. “Tomorrow the | and “Barn Dance” (Par), $5,000. 

Boys” (20th), good $6,500. (2,000; 60-85)—"Parkington” (M-G) |—‘“Tall in Saddle (RKO) and “Wave, | world” (UA) comes in Friday (22). Palace (RKO) (2,600; 44-70)— 
Farle (WR: (2,240; 20-90) and “Song Open Road” (UA) (2d | Wac” (Mono), neat $9,000. Last week, Gotham (Brandt) (900; 60-$1.20) | “Hearts Young, Gay” (Par). Swell 

“Thought of You” (WB) with vaude|wk). Fine $17.000 after first week's {“Dead End” ia) and “Kid from | __«Three Is Family” (UA). opened | $13,000. Last week, “Bowery to 

(2d wk). Nice $18,000 after trim | great $22,000 Spain’ (FC) (reissue), $8,500.) == | here yesterday (Tues.), final three | Broadway” (U), $10,000. 

$22.400 opener. — Great Lakes (Shea) (3.000; 40-70) days on ninth week for “Summer Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 44-70)— 
Keith’s, (RKO) (1,800; 34-66)— ¢ 4 | —“American _ Romance” = (M-G). |Storm” (UA) being okay $4,000, | “Bowery to Broadway” (U). Move- 

“Wonran in Window” (RKO) (2d Laura Lush $13,000 n Tepid $9,500. Last week, “Abroad 2 eighth frame $8,000. ‘ over. Linip $3,000. Last week, 

wk). Nice $14,000 after smash $18.- ’ Yanks” (UA) and “End of Road’ | #follywood (WB) (1,499; 50-$1.20) | “Wuthering Heights” (FC) (reissue), 

 Sbctean, Te | Seattle: ‘Saddle 1136 (Rep), sung $13,000. . | —“Have. Have Not” (WB) (11th wk). | $4.500. 

,. Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55)— ’ Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70)—*“Laura | 4 model for consistency, 10th week | 

‘Doughgirls” (WB). Fair $5,500. | Seattle, Dec. 19. (20th) (moveover). So-so $7,500. Last | haying been $20,700, same as for. 


Last week, “Frenchman's Creek” | Biz i spec is ; reek. “Thr Is Family” (UA) and toes 10r “ s ‘ ? e(| 
veek, ‘ reek” | iz is off as expected this pre-| week. ree Is J ninth. Goes four more frames to be- H R 14 500 
(Par) (2d wk), $6,500. Xmas session. Best bet appears to be | “Black Magic” (Mono), $7,000. - come second longest run in history ; arem ugg ? ’ 


Palace (Loew) (2,778; 44-72) —| “taura” doing well at the Fifth of house. ‘ ’ e 
Cleve.; ‘Gent’ Brisk 76 


“Now Tomorrow” (Par) (2d wk).| Ave. “Tall in Saddle” also is good at ° } e Palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.10) 
Okay $14,000 after first week's nice | the Orpheum. ‘D girls’ Rousing 14G, |“Tall 























$18.000 tr "328.000 and ‘ta Fourth Cleveland, Dec. 19 
5.000. ‘afi ' ; strong $28, an olds. Fourth eveland, Dec. 19. 
\ : mtoc Meese (Hamrick Bvergresn) KC ° ‘Open Road’ 106 week for “Lonely Heart” (RKO) was It's the usual pre-Yule drop here, 
a (800: 45-80)—“Since Went Away” * $17,300, good. with “Lost in Harem” standout at 
Mpls. Still in Depths; (UA) (7th wk). Slow $4,900 in eight Kansas City, Dec. 19. Paramount (Par) (3,664; 60-$1.20) | State. 
’ days. Last week. $5,200. Seasonal doldrums are evident at | a Tomorrow (Par), Glen Estimates for This Week 
F ell’ Mild 5000 Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2.349: 45-80) | sn6 grst-run wickets this week. The | Gray orch, Andy Russell, and Wally Allen (RKO) (3,000: 44-65)— 
arew $ ’ |—“Laura” (20th) and = “Shadows | nace-setter currently is “Doughgirls” et phe bevy Alen Carney team (5th- “Laura” (20th). Nice $8,500 on move- 
Minneapolis, Dec. 19. Suspicion” (Mono). Great $13,000 to} at the Newman. “= froll 7 ance ma lane ty ~~ over. Last week, “Lonely Heart” 
Adverse pre-Xmas influences are lead city. Last week, “Br ide By Mis-, Estimates for This Week| = ) + p= aving w und up ast | (RKO). worthwhile $6,500 on m.o. 
taking their usual boxoffice toll de-| t@ke” (RKO) and “Fifiy (RKO),| Esquire, Uptown and Fairway | (é ues.) at $57,000; third was Hipp (Warners) (3.700; 44-65)-— 
Spite a strong lineup However | $12,500. . (Fox-Midwest) (820, 2.043 and 700. — — Come the Waves “Climax” (U). Dull $9,500. Last 
“Since You Went Away.” which had | ..Miberty (J&vH) (1.650; 45-80)— | 40-60)—"Climax” (U). Mild $9,000: | (Fat) sud Woody Berman orch open | eek “Laura” (20th), sturdy $17,000. 
a terrific first week, seems to have Sweetheart” {Col ) a $6000 | (Pen hy ss — | Radic. City Musie Hall (Rocke Lake (Warners) (800; 44-65)— 
ya . tetaea or gga Rome a | Last week, “2 Yanks” (UA) (3d wk), | (Satand (Loew's ) (3500: 40-60)— |fellers) (5,945; 60-$1.10)—“National owe Pg perso ee Se 
ment i: “Farewell tee po eal | $5.000. 7 “Summer Storm” (UA) and “She's | Velvet” (M-G), Xmas spectacle, “The (WB $ $2000 a — —— 
Orpheum. > | Music Box (H-E) (850; 45-80)\—| Sweetheart” (Col) Fair $12,000. | Nativity,” and supplemental stage- » 94, 0. 


Pr ~ : A ; ee oe —— hio (Loew's) (1,200: 44-65)— 
: “Parkington” (M-G) (4th wk). Mild| Last week, “Parkington” (M-G), ac-|show. Running very big for week | ,, S —_ ent?” : : 

Estimates for This Week | $4500 in eight days after $6.500 last | ceptable $15.000 for eight days, but | befere Christmas, with $115,000 or | ;Barbary Coast Gent ne tfgyt o - 
Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 25-35)—| week 








P under hopes | better sighted. Annual Xmas spec is | $7.900 or near. Last week, “Rain- 
Swing in Saddle” (Col) and “One| Music Hall (H-E) (2.200; 45-80)—| Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 45-| always a puller here over the holi-|bow Island” (Par) (m.o.), ordinary 
Mysterious Night” (Col). Mild $2,000} “Waterloo Bridge’ (M-G) and|65)—“Doughgirls” (WB). Rousing|days. Last week, “Together Again” | $4,500. “ a ‘tals 

in five days. Last weex, “Are These|“Bachelor Mother” (RKO) (re-| $14,000. Last week, “Frenchman's | (Col) (3d wk); okay $86,000. Palace (RKO) (3.700: 55-95)— 
Parents” (Mono) and “Goin’ to} issues). N.s.h. $4,800. Last week.| Creek” (Par) (4th wk), okay $7,500. Republic (Brandt) (1,064; 50-$1.10) | “Strange Affair” (Col) plus Benny 
Town” (RKO) split with “Shadow of| “Master Race’ (RKO) and “Last! Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 46-65)— |—“Brazil” (Rep) (5th wk). Low at | Carter orch on stage. Nose-diving to 
Suspicion” (Mono) and “That's My| Ride” (WB), $5.800. \“Song Open Road” (UA) and “Hap- | $5,000 or bit over on current session, | $15.000. Last week, “Meantime Darl- 


Baby” (Rep), okay $2,700 eight days.| Orpheum ‘H-E) (2,600; 45-80)—| pened Tomorrow” (UA). Neat $10,- while fourth was only $6,200. “Lake | ing” (20th) with Gene Krupa orch, 
Century (P-S) (1,600: 44-60)—/“Tall in Saddle” (RKO) and “Gal|000. Last week, “Master Race” | Placid Serenade” (Rep) opens Satur- | Okay $19,000. 





“Canterville Ghost” (M-G). Poor| Loves Music” (U). Good $11,500.}(RKO) and “Take It Big” (Par), | day (23). | State (Loew's) (3,450; 44-65 )— 
$4.000. Last week, “Parkington”| Last week. “Dead End” (FC) (re-| good $13,000. | Rialto (Mayer) (594: 40-85)— | “Lost in Harem” (M-G). Stout $14,- 
(M-G) (3d wk), light $4,000. issue) and “Lady Has Plans” (Par),| Tewer (Fox-Joffee) (2,100; 39-60) | “House of Frankenstein” (U).|500, very okay for this week. Last 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000: 40} — “San! $7.400. |—“Curse Cat People’ (RKO) and! They're jamming this small-seater, | week. “Now Tomorrow” (Par), sock 





Fernando Valley” (Rep). So-so| Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-$1)—j| “Pearl of Death” (U) plus vaude.| with new high of $17,000 foreseen. | $16,000. 2 
$2.500. Last week, “Barbary Coast | “Wild Horse Phantom” (PRC) and! Light $8,000. Last week, “National | Last week, “Falcon in Hollywood”! Stillman (Loew's) (2.700: 44-65)— 








Gent" (M-G), stout $4,000. “Strangers Marry” (Mono) plus| Barn Dance” (Par) and “What a) (RKO), suitable $7,500. “Now Tomorrow” (Par). Sweet $8.- 
« Lyric (P-S) (1,100; 44-60) —| vaude. Buster Crabbe and Al! St.| Night” (Mono) with stage revue,| Rivoli (UA-Par) (1.092; 76-$1.50)— | 500 on m.o. Last week, “Parkington 
Brazil” (Rep). Hasn’t caught on,| John in p.a.’s Okay $9,500. Last $9,500. “Frenchman’s Creek” (Par) (14th’ (M-G), fifth downtown week, $6,000 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


This is the American “tnside” on the London Daily Express storv abou 
the huge income taxes paid on Claude Rains’ salary for playing in the 


J. Arthur Rank production, “Caesar and Cleopatra,” in London, as told by | 


|| PLANS FOR ‘MAYERLING' 


M. C. Levee, business agent for Rains. “I made the deal for him,” said 
Levee. “and here’s how it was. Rains went over at a salary of $50,000 for ' 


12 weeks’ work, If the work ran over 12 weeks he was to draw an addi- 
tional sum, pro-rated on the $50,000. There is a law in England that if an 
actor comes in and works less than six months he doesn’t have to pay the 
English income tax, which is pretty high. He expected to be there less 
than six weeks, but I put into that contract the provision that if Rains 
had to stay on the job after the tax became applicable, the employer there 


would have to pay it—Rains to get his $50,000 and pre rata net without 
deduction Vivien Leigh, the co-star, became ill and the picture took more 
tha ix month The contract called for payment to me, in Hollywood. 
\ ‘rican dollai of the $50,000 pl pro rata, amounting to about 
$100,000. Rains never touched the rest of the money, amounting to about 
$1.300,000 paid by his English emplove H ets only about $100.000. and 
\\ wav his United States income ta on that 
dore Reeve who finallv licked t “National Velvet story for 
P » Berma oO a modest $15,000 writi idget, aS against some 
$200,000-$300,000 in accumulated writing costs, | been around Hollywood 
‘ars. He i ow a captain in Aviation Intelligence, stationed in N-Y., 
and it was Richard Halliday, former Paramount story editor. who men- 
tored Reeves on both coasts. In fact Halliday, later an authors’ agent, but 


latterly principally devoting his time to looking after his wife’s (Mary 
Martin) business affairs, 
February written by Reeves. It’s still untitled 
first produced Broadway play, although 
optioned one of his scripts 


It's to be the captain-author’s 


some years ago Jed Harris had 


Of 26 monologists who have played the Earle and Capitol theatres in 
Washington since June, 19 have featured an impression of Frank Sinatra 
This is giving “The Voice” some good advertising, but audiences are get- 

rather weary of comediar who come along and stre the anemic 
quality of the Sinatra physique. It is getting so now that Gene Ford of 
the Capitol and Harry Anger, production manager of the Earle, will at- 


tempt to rule out the Sinatra imitators. They have little versatility, clutch 
it the mike as though they were going to faint, call for the aspirin and 
generally appear as though they were about to collapse from exhaustion. 
“The Voice” is well exploited by his friends, but the element 
of repetition makes these impressions of the singer a bore wiih most of the 
people out front. 


vaudeville 


Old state law, newly discovered by Hollywood talent agents, hands them 
a tighter grasp on under-age film players who have walked out, or threat- 
ened to walk out, in the past Members of Artists-and Managers Guild 
tracts when a film attorney, Max Giltord, dug up the law, passed by 
the State Legislature in 1941, but overlooked in Hollywood. Law specifies 
that a minor cannot disaffirm a contract, otherwise valid. if the pact has 
been approved by the Superior Court of the county where the 
is emploved In the few have been 
where settled contracts for a 


minor re- 


sides or last vears there numerous 


have 
juvenile threats to walk out 


cases agents minor song because of 


Why Shirley Temple did not get the high school girl role in “Kiss and 
Tell” at Columbia is explained in divergent ways by David O. Selznick, 


who has the actress under contract, and Sol C. Siegel, who wanted to 
borrow her. From the D.O.S. office comes the explanation that Miss 


Temple did not play because her home outfit will not allow her to appear 
in “sexy” roles for another year or two. Real reason, Siegel declares, 
that Selznick was too insistent on supervision of scenes, rushes and 
in which his contractee took part. Furthermore, he says, both Miss 
Temple and her mother were deeply disappointed when he dropped the 
loanout deal 


was 
stills 


Mike Todd's $200,000 for Edna Ferber’s 
seven-year deal, with another $100,000 for a years. Miss 
Ferber got 175G from Warners for “Saratoga Trunk” (Gary Cooper), long 
finished but still awaiting release, on a similar lend-lease deal. This marks 
Todd's debut as a film producer and he’s forfended from any resale under 
the Ferber contract drawn by attorney Morris L. Ernst. so the 200G in- 
vestmet augurs the legit producer's long-heralded bow into pix. Pre- 
sumed release will be via 20th-Fox, with which organization he's closely 
allied, but Todd has no commitment. Another report is via UA. 

“Beachhead to Berlin,” two-reeler produced by Warners in cooperation 
with the U. S. Coast Guard, was first shot in senia bv Coast Guard camera 
crew, blown up at the Warner studios, frame by frame, and then given 
Technicolor treatment. 

According to U. S. Navy officers who were among those who fought for 
the first foothold on the beaches of Notinandy last June 6, the film pro- 
vides not only an accurate picture of the invasion but a more complete 
view of the fighting than anyone who was in the battle could have had. 
“Beachhead,” which runs 20 minutes, is scheduled for release shortly. 


new novel, “Great Son,” is on a 


second seven 


20th-Fox is likely to remain without a chairman of the board of direc- 
tors for an indefinite period. No action to replace the late Wendell L. 
Willkie in that post is a likelihood in the near future, according to com- 
pany toppers, although there has been consideration of various eligibles. 

Spyros Skouras, 20th prexy, from accounts, is not anxious to become 
board chairman since such a move would imply a less active status than 
he now occupies. Other factors, also, dictate a leisurely approach to the 
matter, 


President's Birthday Ball Committee in Washington plans to request RKO 
to release Hardie Meakin for routing the Hollywood stars on July 31 when 
they visit the national capital. Meakin devised the charts which prevent 
the stars from trodding on one another's heels during their hotel visits. 
He is the only one who knows the arrangements and his headquarters, and 
trouble-shooters will be at the Carlton hotel. Meakin is now 
zone manager for RKO in the Cincinnati area. Well liked, Variety Club 
plans to give Meakin a testimonial dinner in January. 


MARY PICKFORD JUNKS | 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Mary Pickford has junked plans to 
remake “Mayerling” as first film in 





} 


Predict $5,500,000,000 in Bond Sales 
By Theatres During 6th Bond Drive 











re-start of her film production. First 
eee. Sen Oe ek: TOM. A ‘Blackouts’ Scores 
Venus,” in collaboration with Sam Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
Coslow, to start in June. Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 
“Mayerling,” which was to be; 1944” rang up $2.126,500 in its 
made with Seymour Nebenzal, Miss third War Bond-selling show, 
| Pickford explained could not wat making a total of re whan 
fully clear = on Mor naa sii $5,000,000 for the three shows 
aa realy 5 ee ee Murray claims a bond-selling 
She withdra\ tron production as- record for legit productions 
sociation with Nebenzal on that film. Ke OES 
Mis Pickfo1 Bernie 
Fineman, recently associated with . * . ° 
David O. Selenck. i Vanguard | Moe Silver's Wife Signs 
Films, to function in a production} . 
capacity in her new company. | — More Talent for H’wood 


Distrib-Exhibit Group 


will co-produce, with Oscar Seerlin, a new play in | 


Elect in N. Y. Today 


the Motion | 
} 
embracing 


Election of officers of 


Picture Associates, N.Y.., 





|of Eileen 


Pittsburgh, De 19 
Mrs. M. A. Silver, wife of WB 
zone manager in Pittsburgh district, 


continuing her Daniel Booneing for 
the studios locally with the signing 
Letchworth, Pittsburgh 


+ 


| $5,500,000,000 in 


national chairman 
of the film industry’s participation 
in the Sixth War Loan drive, re- 
vealed at a meeting of members of 
his national committee in N. Y. 
Monday (18), that approximately 
“E” bonds will be 


Harry Brandt, 


| sold by theatres throughout the na- 


iA Cohen, 


t10on came 


before conclusion of the 
paign. calculating sales to Dec. 31. 


This would exceed original goal of 
$4.000,000,000, with the Treasui De- 
partment indicating that the total 
bonds ld nationally qauring ine 
irive through all med is expected 
to exceed $20,000,000.000 

At the meeting last Monday, 
Brandt presented members of ne 
national committee with an engraved 


gold pencil adorned with the emblem 


of the industry medal of honor. 


Among those who received the 
pencils were: Ned FE. Depinet, Si 
Fabian, John Hertz. Jr.. William 


Crockett, John Rugar, Henry Reeve, 
Jay Emanuel, R. J. O'Donnell, Leon 
Bamberger, Herman Max 
Catherine Overstreet, 


tobbins, 


Herman Schleier, Max Youngstein, 
Ted Lloyd. Edward Bobee, Dave 
| Bader, Sally Meiselman and Herb 


distribution and exhibition people, | model*and Playhouse actress, to a 
will be held today (Wed.) at a lunch- | personal contract. Mrs. Silver now 
|} eon session at the Astor hotel, N.Y. arranging flock of screen tests fo1 
Morris Sanders, N.Y. sales super- | the girl. 
visor for 20th-Fox, is unopposed for | WB exec’s better halt was also re- 
reelection to the presidency but for | sponsible for the screen career of 
first v.p. a hot contest is possible be- | Robert Sully, local boy who, through 
ween Jesse L. Stern, attorney and | her, won a Metro contract out 
exhibitor, and Jack Ellis, incumbent, | any previous acting experience 
who's N.Y. branch manager for} After making two pictures for M-G, | 
United Artists. Stern is president of | Sully was signed to a personal deal 
the Unaffiliated Independent Exhib- | by Hal Wallis. Mrs. Silver lived in 


itors of N.Y. 

In addition te Sanders, others un- 
opposed for reelection are Morris 
Fraum, Columbia salesman, record- 
ing secretary; Charles Penser, RKO | 


| seller, financial secretary; and Saul | 


getting together on legislation to safeguard their interests in juvenile | 





Hollywood for years and is the sister 
of Leigh and Will Jason, pix direc- 
tors. 


Stokowski-Anderson 


Trauner, N.Y. branch manager for ‘s 
} . ® . ‘ ‘ « Md 
Columbia, treasure) 2-Reeler for GIs at Xmas 
Howard Levy. Metro salesman, is| A special two-reeler song short 
running against Matty Cahan, former ee - 
ae called “Christmas 1944,” wi ,20- 
salesman now unattached, for the of- : : 2 lala th Leo 
fice of second v.p. | pold Stokowski leading an all-Gl 
- : —— | band, Marian Anderson singing “Ave 
Po as : » Cleat | Maria” and the Westminster Choi: 
War Subjects Scripted | 0 . a 
singing carols, has been made as 








assistant | 


| Dept 


For Bond and Gl 


American Theatre Wing’s 
has supplied U. S 
by request, with two scripts for cur- 


Ise | 
Script | 
Treasury, | 


| participated 


joint project of Army Signal Corps’ | 


Photographic Centre and Music Sec- 
tion of Special Services. Pic wil be 


| distributed to every service installa- 


tion in 


rent bond drive. Lawrence Klee’s the world in time for | 
“The Favor,” which sold $4,000,000 | Christmas. 

bonds in this area last spring, has| Stokowski also acts as emcee from 
been sent to 7,000 playing groups | Screen, inviting GIs to join in carol 
throughout the country. Esther | Singing. Maestro spent five days at 
Hawley’s “Straight Ahead for Free- j Astoria, N.Y., for his share in film. 


“ie , 
dom” is alse being distributed by | 


the Treasury. 


Army Special Services is putting 
out seven scripts of the American 
Theatre Wing. for use in camps 


overseas by Gls. These scripts, on a 
variety of subjects dealing with the 
war. are prepared by the Wing’s 
Script Dept., headed by Esther Haw- | 
ley. 

Scripts, which point up problems 
of inflation, conservation, disease, 
bond purchases, etec., have also been 
requested by organizations in 39 
states for local presentation. A re- 
cent request for some scripts came 
from a social group in Snag Point, 
Alaska. 





USO Ends Overseas Sked 


| 
With 22 legit shows produced by | 
its new legit department and three 


more revues done by its variety 


dept.. USO-Camp Shows has prac- | 
| tically 
; given it by the Army last summeti 


completed the assignment 
{or legiters for overseas performance. | 
Most of the 25 shows have sailed | 
already, only five of them still play- 
ing tryouts in the U. S. Of these five, 


| make a 


| Miss Anderson’s stint marks onls 


| third film appearance for the Negro | 


contralto, other two being a film- 
ing of the Easter Sunday 
Memorial concert in Washington in 
1939, and a March of Time “Music of 
America” series last year. Singer 
is known to have turned down many 
commercial film offers, including 


| one of $50,000 to sing one song. 





WB Gives Canteen 2506 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Jack L. Warner turned over a 
check for $250,000 to the Hollywood 
Canteen in payment for the right to 
picture. now in release, 
based on activities of the local serv- 
icemen’'s recreation centre. 

John Garfield, Canteen veepee. ac- 
cepted the check in the absence of 
Bette Davis, prexy. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood. Dec. 








19. 


majority will have left by New Rory Mallison, actor, Warners. 

Year's. There are no shows now in John McNulty, writer, Paramount. 

| rehearsal, although “Oklahoma! Warner Anderson, actor, Metro. 

| with casting practically completed, Josephine Earl. dance dir., Par. 

| will go into rehearsal any day now. Mantan Moreland. actor, Mono. 
BACALL’S GI BOW Col. Jason Joy, public relations, 


Darryl Zanuck, who bought “A Bell for Adano” for 20th-Fox filmization, | 


thought that the stage version (Leland Hayward production) might have 
one great advantage in realism over the film. It’s in the so-called “General 
Patton incident.” Actually, the stage version toned that down as much 
as will the film version. Zanuck, of course, feared “they'd all say. ‘vou see, 
Hollywood once again doesn’t dare to do what the theatre does’.” 


Old custom of protecting a star from a youthful scene grabber reached 
a new height. following a Hollywood preview of a major studio produc- 
lion. 
Out tumults of approval from the audience. After the preview. the kid's 
best scenes wound up on the cutting room floor. 

Holly wodd's writing mills are grinding so fast that many of the studio 
Scribes are doing home work for lack of office room on various lots. Short- 
ave eo «s " . ° " ar 
“se of space, the result of wartime building restrictions, has 
serious that one major studio is grabbing the suites of producers and 
‘trectors On vacation to serve as temporary quarters for writers. 

After seeing her performance in “Bombalera.” Paramount short, Par has 
ar an extensive buildup for Olga San Juan as a feature picture find. 
Ae daughter of Puerto Rican parents, she is @ native New Yorker, and. 


‘Was first spotted by Par at the Copacabara ‘nightclub. 





Hollvwood, Dec. 19 


renewed, 20th-Fox. 


Patric Knowles, actor, Paramount 


Lauren Bacall. nev star at| Mavis Murray. actress, Paramount. 
Warners. made her debut as a par-}_ S. Todd. asst. prod.. rnwd.. RKD. 
' ticipant in the recording “Command Daral Hudson, actor, 20th-Fox. 
Performance” Saturday night by re- Diana Lewis, actress, Metro 
aquest of the Hollywood Victory M. Woulfe, designer, Cagney Prod 
Committee after hundreds of re ‘Marilyn Hanson, actress, Metro. 
quests from GI Joes Betiy Hutton, renewed, Pai 
Recording with Miss’ Bacall were | Manny Wolfe. story head. RKO 


| Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Ann Sheri- | 


Witnesses report the youngster clicked so effectively that he brought | 


become | 


O'Day 


dan, Stan Kenton, Anita and 
the Andrews Sisters 
. 

Arthur Tracy to Go Overseas 

Arthur Tracy. the Street Singer. is 
set to go overseas soon on his first 
trip for USO-Camp ‘hows, with 
Stan Boreson, accordionist, as accom- 
panist. 

Other 


overseas tours include one 
by Benjamin De Loache. baritone. 
and the D’Artega girl band. Lasi- | 
named was. set earlier, cancelied, 
then reinstated. 


W. C. Menzies, prod.-dii 4 RKO. 
Miriam Franklin, dancer. Par. 
Johnny Coy, dancer, Paramount 
Robert Presnell. Jr.. writer, Par 
Vincent Price, renewed, 20th-Fox 
Walter Walker, renewed, 20th-Fox 
David Robel, renewed, 20th-Fox 
Herman Belmonte, renewed, 20th 
David Ballard, renewed, 20th-Fox 
Ray Barons, renewed, 20th-Fox. 
Nancy Gates, actress, RKO 

Hurd Hatfield. actor, Metro. 


Lincoln | 


Berg 

In Los Angeles town tl 
tres staged a mammoth bond preem, 
with nearly 30,000 persons attending 
last Monday (18). Theatres which 
included: Orpheum, 
United Artists, Tower. RKO-Hil! St., 
Loew’s State, Warner’s Downtown, 
Los Angeles, Paramount, Roxie and 
Million Dollar Film houses in 
N. Y.’s metropolitan area sold $29,- 
117,134 in bonds so far during the 
Sixth War Loan Drive. $5,000,000 
more than during the Fifth. 

As throughout the the 
nation, N. Y.’s picture houses will 
continue selling “E” bonds until Dec. 
31. At the Statue of Liberty replica 
in Times Square topflight showbiz 
personalities will continue to appear. 


10 dow: 


eae 


rest of 


Omaha’s $8,200,000 
Omaha, Dec. 19. 

All records smashed at bond pre- 
miere of “30 Seconds Over Tokyo” 
at Paramount when $8,200,009 in 
bond sales was paid to see the pic- 
ture. This is $2,000,000 more than 
the advance estimate. No stage show 
and no ceremonies. Just the picture 
alone. 


Philly’s All) Out Drive 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Theatres in the greater Philadel- 
phia area participated in the 6th 
War Bond campaign in greater num- 
bers than in any previous drive, ac- 
cording to early scattered returns to 
the local headquarters War Activi- 
ties Committee. 

Every theatre in the territory— 
approximately 650-—had a _ free 


| movie day: 260 held bond premieres 


| 000 in bonds was sold Nov. 30. 


and about 50 staged children’s mati- 
nees, 

Biggest bond sale in the territory 
thus far reported was at the Warner 
theatre, Atlantic Cnty, where $7,000,- 
Run- 
nerup was $3,107,000, chalked up by 
the Navy League at the S-W Boyd, 
here, Dec. 11. for the special pre- 
miere of “30 Seconcs Over Tokyo.” 


Lynchburg’s Flop 
Lynchburg, Dec. 19. 
Bond premiere of ‘“Doughgirls” 
(WB) was a flop with only 413 seate 
warmers rattling around in 1,530- 
cap. house. Willis W. Grist. Jr., 
Dominion Theatres ¢.m. and general 
chairman of Lynchburg’s bond drive, 


| blamed severe cold weather, proxi- 


late 
for 


mity to Christmas and 
nouncement of preem 


an- 
poor 


' showing. First of several bond shows 


to fail. 
throngs. 


Others drew capacity 


‘Judith Anderson Back In 


N. Y. After 3d USO Tour 


Judith Anderson returned to New 
York yesterday ‘Tuesday’ after an 
eight-week USO-Camp Shows. Inc., 


tour in Panama and the Caribbean 
areas. This was her third overseas 
jaunt for CSI having previously 
been to Hawaii and the Southwest 
Pacific. 

Miss Anderson was accompanied 


by Ann Triole, accordionist: Shirley 
Cornell, violinist, both of whom were 
with Miss Anderson on her prior 
trips. and Norine Farrell, singer, and 
Tanya Gould, pianist. 


Jack Good given 








Actor medical 


George Rigaud, actor, Paramount. discharge trom the army. Wound up 


Barbara Hale, actress. RKO. 
Robert Clarke, actor, RKO. 


as first looey after two and a half 
years in service. : 
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“MUSIC F FOR 
MILLIONS © 


=<. World Premiere, Capitol, N.Y. / 





JUST A MINUTE PLEASE! 


HERE’S ANOTHER SLICE OF M-G-M's 
BOUNTIFUL ANNIVERSARY CAKE! 


Oh! What a picture! - 
Winding up in a blaze of glory 





rh, Leo's Twenty Year Anniversary! 
“ MARGARET 


One after another as the year ends: 
O'BRIEN 


“Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo” 

“Meet Me in St. Louis” 

- “National Velvet” — 

JOSE And now one of the Greatest! 

pag “MUSIC FOR MILLIONS” has heart-glory! 


It's got Stars in a grand story 








‘a Of lovable human beings. 
JIMMY The Trade Press Is cheering it! 
— Watch the Capitol, N. Y., World Premlere! 





9 oem 


“MUSIC FOR MILLIONS” starring Margaret O'Brien «& Jose Iturbl 
Jimmy Durante + June Allyson * Marsha Hunt «Hugh Herbert ¥ Harry 
et, Davenport + Marie Wilson « Larry Adler + Original Screen Play by 
JUNE Myles Connolly + A Henry Koster Production ¥ Directed by Henry 











Koster + Produced by Joe Pasternak » A Metro-Goldwyn-Moyet Pleture 
ALLYSON = mn! —- Kvep Selling Bonds! 
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Lake Placid Serenade 
engaged to her cousin, girl runs off, 
joining an ice-show under as- 
sumed name to support herseli. The 
man finally finds her, the Cinderelia 
leecnd even being duplicated down 
to a lost shoe, to end film happily. 

Plot gives ample opportunity for 
skate sequences and spectacles. Open- 
ing scenes in a snow-covered Czech 
village have a charming, story-book 


an 


appeal. American scenes at Plac 
on tour with the ice-show, 
and resplendent Lavish pi 
hict on numbei follow each ol 
profusion, a Showboat num 
b a Hawalian number and one 


‘irl cadets drilling on ice, be¢ 


standouts. The specialty nu 
b include one with a new t { 
an Apache dance act on skates which 
MeGowan & Mack carry oi! ith 
at style. Miss Ralston’s several 


skate 


appearances are all firstrate, 
wiih one sequence, skated to a tiny 
muscibox accompaniment, partic- 
ulavly appealing, 


Robert Livingston fills the romantic 


role satistactorily, Stephanie Bach- | 
elor is attractive as the “other wom- 
1! and Pallette has a bluff, human 
quality as sympathetic uncle. Joh 
Lit hi 200d brief bit as a consul 
a Llovd Corrigan is genial as t 
( odfather. The Vague-Fra 
Catlett trio bounce in and out of 
1 film as an iceshow produc 
coinbine, stumbling over each oth- 
e iceble lines. Roy Rogers appears 
b lv as King of Placid’s New Yea 


bration to sing “Winter Wonder- 


la Music varies through filn 
fr Czech band marches to Ameri 
can swing, and is both profuse and 
attractive. Direction is sprightly, to 
keep romance and spectacle at swilt 


Bro 


pace and good balance 


Beiween Two Women 
(ONE SONG 


f Will CGoldbect 


De pite the 
in the top acting spot 


3arrymore as marquee assist- 


currently “hot” Van 
Johnson 


Lionel 


with 


ance. “Between Two Women” is a 
weakie on its own. It will draw mod- 
erate results in the duals. 

Film is an offshoot of the “Dr. Kil- 


dare” series, with some of the orig- 
inal “Kildare” characters, played by 
Barrymore, Alma Kruger and Marie 
lake, participating in the story. 
Vex< °C : ; 
eakness, however, lies in the yarn. 
which fails to achieve impact or sus- 
pense. 


_The two women or the title are 
-Glowia de Haven, as a night club 


silicer, who becomes a patient when 
she _faints of malnutrition. and 
larilyn Maxwell, wealthy deb who 
aims at having Van Johnson (Dr. 
Adams) as her husband. Latter 
eschews marriage, figuring he's not 
ready yet. Jealousy angle enters 
when the deb feels the medico is on 
the make for the singer. But when 
he's unable to trace the cause of her 
PS) chiatric disturbance, itself respon- 
sible for her self-starvation, the deb 
uses her feminine wiles to worm it 
out of the singer’s friends. That helps 
the doc cure her. 


Meanwhile, another story tangent 











The Fighting Lady 


(Documentary) 
(COLOR) 

“thh-Fox release of Louis de Rocheinont 
production, True story in Technicolor from 
MG-iniilimeter original print. Photographed 
m cotubat gones by UU. S. Nay under su- 

‘rvision of Edward J. Stiechen and Jieut.- 
Commander Lwight Long: narratio vyil 

Joli Stuns Martin: ne to Lieu 
laylov. Tradeshown N. Y., Dec. 

4. Runnis tin 61 MINS. 

This hits a new high as a docu- 
mentary, one that will stack up with 
many Hollywood-produced fictional 

rie Running time prevents the 
picture from playing solo in man 
pot but even in dual setups it 
should of a real winner and highly 
profitable to 20th “The Fighting 
Lady” will measure up to all advance 
plugging given it by an exhibito 


ready-made audience 
cause of numerous Navy men spotted 
by the camera. 

Film is compiled from a 
amount of U. S. Navy footage. with 
Louis de Rochemont, formerly March 
of Time producer, turning in a whale 
of a job on his first feature produce 
issignment. Actually the film was 


nd has a he- 


started by Lieut.-Commander Dwight | 


Long. who will be recalled as the 
cameraman who sailed around thé 
orld in a small boat to get a cinema 
vel story. When he went into the 
Navy. his first assignment in the B 
i of Aeronautics was to follow 


}ihe activities of an airplane carrie 


From a small crew, the story became 


-o large the group was expanded to } 


10 men, 20th-Fox was successful 1) 
obtaining the Navy story when fin- 
hed, and de Rochemont was as- 


ed to whipping it into shape fo) 


itre 


the 
“The Fighting Lady” in the picture 
is a typical, new streamlined carrie 


use 


of the U. S. Navy. Yarn traces its 
career from the time a full comple- 
nt of planes are flown out to the } 
ve ship until it has gone througl 
the fierce attacks on Truk and Mari- 
anas. While the offensive against the | 


Marianas. when 360 Jap planes and 


17 Nip warships have been stunk 
easily is the highlight there are so 
many graphic attack closeups (taken |a 


from fighter and bomber planes) that 


there never is a dull moment 
Producer de Rochemont has main- 
tained skillful pace. shifting easily 
trom the noisy and exciting battl 
events to episodes concerning the 
men aboard the carrier. The typical 
happenings in the lives of 3,000 men 
on the ship are picked up. often it 
closeup. with graphic results. How 


planes come in and take off are c: 
tured by the Navy lensmen, wit 

actual crackups on the flattop when 
the fighting planes come back crippled 
air offensives shown in full 
realism. Every one of the exciting 
moments comes out doubly effective 


ibp- 


ron 


in color, all material having been 
originally. photographed in 16-mm. 


and then blown up to 35-mm. 
This is perhaps the first documen- 


tary not using any miniature effects. | 


only a couple of drawings and maps 


| being employed to keep the audience 


ion 


keel as to the locale where the 
carrier is fighting. The scenes picked 
up by the camera from fighting 
planes are uncanny, the scenes being 
photoed automatically no matter 
what happens to the ship’s pilot. One 
remarkable shot shows a Zero plane 
roaring towards the carrier, reflec- 


tion of the blazing enemy plane be- | 


ing seen before it actually plunges 
into the water. 

Another thrilling episode comes 
when the carrier is attacked by a 


i; big bunch of Jap planes, and suc- 


concerns Marie Blake, as the hospital | 


Operator who becomes critically ill 
and needs a serious operation, calling 
for a specialist. Because of the emer- 


gency, Johnson himself wields the 
scalpel and saves the girl. Entire 
development of the switchboard 


Operator phase impresses as though 
the original plot couldn't fill the 
running time; actually. it has no 
bearing on the main theme. 
Johnson isn’t too much at home as 
young medic, although few 
femmes will find fault with his bed- 


Side manner. Barrymore turns in his | 


usual job as the hospital head 
in a wheelchair throughout Miss 
th 


Mood for Love.” an oldie, quite 
well 


and is okay generally. Miss 
Mixwell reveals a potent dash of s.a. 
and. while her part’s not too forte. 
She does the best unaer the circum- 


Stances. She should become b.o. 
Keenat _Wynn, as a nitery m.c.., 
W ilter Kingsford, as a medic, Alma 


ruger as 
Li ke a 
port. 
in 


the chief nurse. and Keye 
an interne, are strong sup- 
Marie Blake overdoés the ail- 
. phone gal role. 


Preduction levels are good. 


though the direction, except in the , 
©perating room scenes, isn't too zippy. 
Merr. 


He's | 


DeHaven handles one song. “I'm In | 


al- | 


cessfully wards off the onslaught. 
One gripping moment shows a tor- 


pedo plane coming: head-on but 
plunging in flames on the opposite 
side of the ship after failing to 


launch its deadly charge. 

Attacks on Kwajalein in the Mar- 
shall Islands, Guam, Truk and Mari- 
anas are covered, last-named being 
standout because this is where the 
U. S. 
Battle Fleet and nearly wiped it out. 

Spoken narrative is deftly done by 
Lieut. Robert Taylor. now in the U.S 
Navy. There is hardly a spoken word 
outside of his description of what's 
transpiring. yet one hardly realizes 
that he is not seeing a regularly pro- 
duced feature. A few background 
noises and voices are heard, but so 
well put on the sound track that they 
sound natural. John Stuart Martin’s 
written narration is aces. And stand- 
ing out above all is the superb cam- 
era job done by the Navy photog- 
raphers. Vear. 


Double Exposure 


Hollywood. Dec. 16. 

Paramount release o Pine-Tho " 
duction Stars Chester Morris a ‘ 
hells Di ted by William Berk« = 

slay Winston Miller and Muaxw Shane 
vigimal Halph Graves and M ’ 
Mred Jackmat Jr.; editor Her Adats 
lradeshown I. A. Dew 1S, °44 R ning 
time, 63 MINS, 
Farry Burk@...c«ccccesce Che Mov 
PME BOT VI ci Seccesvooceote N } 
Ben & SIGE s bch eeCoeseeseoore Pr ! 
Dolores Tucker....cccees eee Jane Fa ‘ 
James B 1 SUR 606 066sed< Richard Gait 
sonny Tucker eococces+-Charles Arnt 
TUL ccc ccevascoescetcesess Clair Rochell 
Mavis.... mh wb enbes O06 -Roma Aldrich 


“Double Exposure” is a light drama 
of the adventures of news photog- 


found the Imperial Japanese | 


ldeformed J. 


‘ | But 


| raphers working for the illustrated 
weeklies. It’s a fairly breezy affair, 
unfolding at the fast clip which char- 
| acterizes virtually all of the Pine- 
' Thomas product. Picture will hold 
up as a good program entry for the 
regular houses, and provide strong 
support in the dual situations. 
Chester Morris is editor of the 
photo weekly, importing Nancy Kelly 
from the midwest on impression 
she’s a man. While Morris starts 
romancing for pair to fall in love, 
her smalltown boy friend arrives and 
is introduced as her brother to de- 
velop the triangle. Girl gets some 
exclusive shots tor the magazine and 
becomes a suspect in a murder mys- 
tery. going to jail despite efforts of 








er |! 


| Morris to spring her. He finally tabs 
ithe murdérer through faking a pic- | 
ture to force a confession. The forn 
boy friend is conveniently disposed 
of through marriage to another. 
Morris and Miss Kelly handle the 
lead assignments in good style, get- 
| ting okay support from Phillip Terry, 
| Richard Gaines. Charles Arndt and | 
|} Jane Farrat Breezy direction by 
| William Berke keep proceedings 
Walt. 


moving at a fast tempo 


' 
vast 


The Missing Juror 
Columbia release <« Wallac MacDonald 
production Featur Jit Kanno Jan 
Ciurte (ieorge Mac j nad Jean Stevens 
| Directed by Oscar Boettic r. Ji Screen- 
play, Charl 2 i! or wa Leo 
Abrums and Ricfhird H Wilkinsor cali- 
! W O'Cannel | ’ Panl Borofsk. 
At Fox, Brooklyn, N, \¥ L In, "44, dua 
R iim 66 MINS. 
Joe | 
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lia j 
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While running in the conventional 


vein of mystery melodrama, “The 
| Missing Juror” has sufficient sus- 
| pense as well as logical story devel- 
opment to make it interesting. Di- 
rection is sensible and cast is satis- 
factory 10) an oka lower-casé 
it alei 

Plot deals with a phantom killei 
who has murderéd six members ot 
jury that once wronely convicted a 
finan of murder. Fact that the con- 
victed man burned to death in an 

vVlum instead ot the chair doesnt 
seem to deter the 1 ystery-murderei 
| from taking vengeance on the juror: 
} A newspaperman interests himself In 


the case when the police are baffled 
Suspecting that balance of jury will 
eet theirs next, reporter trails then 
and eventually unravels the mystery 


The convicted man hadn't died at all 
but having killed the jury’s forema 
instead and makin police believe 
the foreman’s charred body was his 
he was at liberty to wreak his mat 
vengeance on balance of jury. Switch 
isn't revealed till final scene for ef- 
fective twist. Film is swift enoug! 
and dialog is good. Jim Bannon. ex- 
radio announcer, fills role of inquir- 


ing reporter adequately, and George 
| Macready carries sufficient menace 
and mystery as the killer. Joseph 
Crehan is good as the city editor who 
doubts Bannon’'s hunches, while Janis 
Carter and Jean Stevens are attrac- 
tive as girl friend and secretary 
Bron. 


House of Frankenstein 
Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Unis 





ersal release of Paul Malvern produce- 

tion. Stars Boris Karloff, lon Chaney, Di- 

rected by Erle Kenton Screenplay by Ed- 

ward T. Lowe, based on story by Curt Siod- 
nak camera, George Robinson; editor, 

Pdi! (‘'o4¢ pecial whotegrayhy John ¢ 

Fulton: asst. director, William -C. Tunimel 

Previewed Dec, 14, ‘44 Running time, 

70 MINS. 

Doctor Niemann..... ....bBoris Karlofi 
| Daniel rrr covesédesds cei SRG ene 
Larry Talbot coe ecerececs .Lon Chaney 
| a John sept tatcne 
6 RNS wey. fe ee Arne wynne 
| Carl Hussmian...... Peter Coe 
b AINE, coc cecscevcvcccecscows Lionel Atwil 
F RMON. bs seb caweneee (seor@e ZAuces 
| Lionka .Elena Verdug 
S PN oa 00 cee aeks eee ...Sig Rumar 

Fejom....se0. William Hdiound 

TOVONONEM., ccoccadtten Charles Miller 

a Philin Van Zandt 

ss Per rer Tere Julius Tannen 

Meier Gresbenuss rity “Hans Herbert 

sg FERRET TCC ET Te peeeee.- Dick Dickinson 

PR csp detnaeenaeae Ceorge Lynn 
i Ste OD: 6 dewdevetbenseceenst Michael Mark 

PROM MOAN. ccc pvseccessoses -Olaf Hytter 
UDMA... cccsccrccccevcces rank Reicher 
| ee, SO. «5 os tebadene she Prandon Hurst 
|} Monster Glenn Strange 

Frankenstein’s Monster, Dracula, 


horror display in this chiller-diller 
meller, Aimed entirely for suspense 
and weird dramatics, picture. is a 
solid entry for the attention of the 


horror addicts and will click for 


good biz generally where this type 
of product is popular. 

Plot takes the usual twists of the 
suspense-chill series. Boris Karloff 


lis the mad scientist with a penchant 
|for delving into transplanting of 
brains. He escapes from prison with 
Carroll Naish, 
over a traveling chamber of horror 
exhibit to release the skeleton 
Dracula for brief forays among the 


until the next in the series 
along. 

Karloff is the usual menace in lead 
role of the scientist, with Naish par- 
ticularly well cast as the hunchback. 
Lon Chaney is the Wolf Man, while 
John Carradine steps into the Drac- 
ula assignment. Erle Kenton gen- 
erates plenty of creeps and suspense 
in the direction, while script has all 
the ingredients required of a horror 


comes 


show. Walt. 
. e ‘ 
The Mammy’s Curse 
(ONE SONG) 
Universaé re! of Olive brake produce 
tio strut lon Chaney: features Poi 
i Ca Virgin Christine Ka Hardis Di- 
! ’ F Goodwin sereenvla b 
I I i orig 1 The 
i Ab LD 
' 
i) 1) a) I 
. Yo ) i4 
60 VEINS, 
Mu wm Char 
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This chiller is okay as dual sup- 
port and lends itself to strong and 


| 


novel exploitatior Although film 


deals in improbabilities and makes 
fuse of occasional cliches, suspense 1s 
maintained throusho 
Lon Chaney. in mum wrappit 
liplavs an Egypt yrines ho lon 
aco was buried liv : 9 punishment 
|for trving to rest i} cal, Virginia 
Christine. to life. They have bee 
preserved in a somnolent staie, and 
after having been transporied to the 
|Cajun country of Louisiana by ar- 
chaeologists, horruiy the couniryvside 
Dennis Moore, a muset repre 
entative, finally succed making 
the mummies saiec enough to be 
merely museum pieces 
Cast passes muste! standard 
fashio Jose 
Dangerous Passage 
Holly ood, De 1d 
| i! 4 | 
1 s | | 
1» ' | 
fad i '! 
i \ | 
1) j 14 : 
6t MINS 
: : 
_ 
1) tr ( 
\] 7 j 
I \ 
{ 
> ‘ 
\ ! 
\ 
TI a program mell ollowin 
ual dramatic formula, with fast 


and the Wolf Man provide three-ply | = 


cis,» MUSIC HALL 


takes | 


of | 


populace, and then goes to the ruins | 


‘records of former transplanting 
| search. 
land Wolf Man from icy graves, and 
|sets up laboratories for operations 
the Wolf Man runs amuck 
around the countryside to arou'e the 
citizens for a march on the castle, 
and destruction of the scientist and 


his collection of strange creatures— 





the Frankenstein castle to secure | 
re- | 
Karloff releases the Monster | 





action compensating somewhat for 
the usual situations. It’s a supporter 
for the regular duals, 

Plot picks up Robert Lowery at a 
Central American port, where he ar- 
rives from the interior to be advised 
by local attorney. Charles Arndt, that 
inheritance awaits him in Galveston, 
Grabbing a slow boat north, he finds 


| the lawyer, Phyllis Brooks, and oth- 


ers aboard for strange and mysteri- 
ous happenings and attempts on his 
life. Falling in love with the girl, he 
reneges on leaving the ship at a Mex- 
ican port, and finds the boat a victim 
of deliberate wrecking for insurance 
by the owners. He and gir] stick to 
the shipwreck to be picked up by a 
scout plane fo arrival and 
clinch in Galveston 

William Berke 


to the directior Cast is oka 


sate 


pace 


provides a tast 


Walt 


La Guerra de Los 


Pasteles 
(“The War of the Pastries’) 


(MUSICAL) 
(Mexican-Made) 


| ! es 
produ iw > Co atures 
i> 1 So \ lu Fer- 
n ( 1? ’ imilio Gomez 
Miu (‘e Goerosti At Hele 
mol vee De 11 ‘4. Rune 

#3 MENS 

Su tt Min Cortes 
\ i Tboornir ~ er 
Al ! . XY ia A 
Ren j ! Cc es 
VI > \lag Ya 
P \ \ 1 a 
\i . 

(In Spa iis! ) } giisi Tit es) 

One of the bet nusicals to ema- 
nate from south of the border. this 
comedy, howeve s headed for good 
business only in U. S. houses catering 
to Spanish-speakin auciences 
Tl ere are no En y} ‘ S| bti 

Lines an situations that draw 
hearty laughs ave sprinkled through- 
out the footage Some neat photog- 
raph gay costumes catchy music 


and better than average photography 
id much to the p 


stories 


1 Corn 1] cations: that ol a 
baker’s daughter (Mapy Cortes) with 
a lieutenant. who is opposed by the 
mayor of the t vhere her father 
has a bakery shop. and that of the 
baker with an old ik e of the may- 
Ol (Delia Magana vyho 1 ntent 
on capturing the mavor for hersell 

Miss Cort Give out ith a top- 
flight periormance an acting bv 
remainder of the cast, including Do- 
mingo Soler. Fernando Cortes and 
the others. 1 ve pa E.G. Mu- 
riel has directed this film deftly 
from a fairly interesting story by 
Celestino Goros Sten. 
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M-G-M'S TECHNICOLOR 
JOY-FILM! 


Hear Judy sing the Hit Parade tune 


“THE TROLLEY SONG” 
Starring 
JUDY GARLAND 
with MARGARET O'BRIEN 
‘MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS’ 


ASTOR—Continuous—Populer 
Prices—B' way & 45th St. 


Doors Open 10 A, M. 














Paramount 

present } GLEN GRAY 
YOUNG Casa Loma Orch 

Andy Russell 


Wally Brown and 
Alan Carney 


Alan 
LAOD 


“AND NOW 


TOMORROW” 














In Person 


nye Com 
Jose itu 
Jimmy Durante TOMMY 


June Allyson DORSEY 


in M-G-M’'s and Orchestra 
' 







“MUSIC FOR! Buddy Rich 
MILLIONS” | Bernard Bros. 








“NATIONAL 
VELVET” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 




















“TALL in the SADDLE” 


BWAY & 
47th St 











62 STARS IN WARNER BROS. 
“HOLLYWOOD CANTEEN” 
2 Great Bands © 7 New Songs 


IN PERSON 


LIONEL HAMPTON 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Plus a Gala Revue 


B'way at 47th St. STRAND 











HUMPHREY BOGART 
ERNEST HEMINGWAY'S 


‘TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT’ 
Warner Bros. Hit With 
Walter Brennan, Lauren Bacall, 
Dolores Moran, Hoagy Carmichael 








B’way at 5ist St. HOLLYWOOD 








PERSON 


| 
EDDIE 
| 


cN 


TURNER weywoop 


‘Marriage Is e 
eme\Private Affair’ and Orch. 


E 











“WINGED 
VICTORY” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
7 , 1 50th St. 
R ° x Y Bork “Spen" 10 e m. 




















Broadway & 46th Sr. 
Doors Open 9:45 A. M. © Continuous 
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Film Leaders to Honor W. A. Steffes 
In Mpls.; Other Exhibitor Briefies 


Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 
Film leaders, including Will Hays, 
have been invited to attend testl- 
monial banquet which Northwest Va- 
riety club will tender W. A. Steffes, 
retiring chief barker, at Nicollet 
hotel here Jan. 5. Affair will be in 


during his incumbency. including a 
campaign w h raised nearly $90,000 
for the Sister Kenny Infantile Paral 
ysl Fou iation 

Donald Gutt an ene 1} er | 
Harry Dickerma t is taken 
over the chau f Dickerman 
Latter says he’s retiring from the 
film business Dickerman cult 
among the more success! nde- 


pendent operations 


Texas House for Spanish Pix 

San Angelo, Tex., Dec. 19. 
Plans have been started for a new 
house to show Latin-American pic- 
tures here, Robb & Rowley circuit 

building it. Will be a 1,000-seater. 


Exhibs Set GI Xmas Party 


Columbus, O., Dec. 19. 

All servicemen in this area will 
share in a Christmas gift collection 
sponsored by Columbus exhibs and 
Ohio Independent Theatre Owners 
Assn., with local theatregoers asked 
via trailers to bring gifts for the GI 
Christmas Party to theatres Dec. 21. 
Commanding officers of nearby bases 
pointed out that thousands of ser- 
vicemen and women would be un- 
able to go home for Christmas. Gifts 
will be collected by Army trucks and 
distributed at parties Christmas day 
to be held in recreation halls of 
Army and Navy posts. 





Blumenfeld Men Nix Mers. 
San Francisco, Dec. 19. 
Theatre managers of Blumenfeld 
chain have not joined new Managers 
Guild. Disclaim any ties with the 
guild. 





M. A. Rosenberg Quits WAC 
Pittsburgh, Dec 19. 

Ill health has forced M. A. Rosen- 
berg, local indie leader, to resign as 
co-chairman with WB's M. A. Silver 
of War Activities Committee in this 
territory. 

Martin Shearn, former Warner 
manager, recently honorably dis- 
charged from Army, rejoined cir- 
cuit’s managerial staff; goes to Lib- 
erty in Sharon, where he replaces 
Sam Blandi, resigned. 





Missouri House Reopened 


Roxy, Brunswick, Mo., destroyed 
by fire last year, reopened as the El 

on, 

The Fourth Street and Grand, Fox 
Midwest houses, and the sna, 
owned by Louis Sosna, all of Mo- 
berly, Mo., co-oped putting over 
the town’s quota for Sixth War Bond 
drive. The quota of $526,000 was 





’ | 
recognition of Steffes achievements | 


overscribed by $50,000 in five hours. | 
Moberly is the home of Lt.-Gen. | 
Omar N. Bradley. 

Fred Wehrenberg, head of MPTOA | 
of eastern Missouri and southern Illi- 
shunted back to St. Lk 


nols, us NOSs- 


+ 


pital because of arthriti 


S 


Everett Haves sold his Grand, Sul- 
livan. IIL. to Lee Norton, who oper- 
ates houses 1n M coutah, Ill | 
Ray Tubman Canadian Assn. Chief 

Ottawa, Dex 19 

Ray Tubman, Capitol manager and | 
KeV n an here for Famous Plavyers- | 
Canadian. elecied 1945 president of | 
Motion Picture Theatres’ Assn. of | 

| Ontario ‘Eastern Division) Ray | 
| succeeds Steve McManus, anager | 
20th-Fox Elgin. 
Bisson’s New House 
Ottawa, Dec. 19. 





Louis Bisson, French - Canadian 
RCAF vet, got city council okay for 
postwar construction of a film house 
in Hull, Que., across the river from | 
Ottawa. Bisson already has the 
property but has not completed plans 
for the theatre. 





Friendly Aides Schwartz j 

Sol Schwartz. general manager of | 
RKO out of town theatres, appointed | 
Danny Friendly to his home office | 
staff. Latter discharged from the | 
Army recently. 


Spitka Moved te Findlay, O. 
Findlay, O., Dec. 19 
Charles R. Spitka, manager State, | 


| Lima, transferred to Findlay, O., to 


| manage Harris, replacing Paul Bien, 


| 


| by 


resigned. 





Start on New Dallas House i 

Dallas, Dec. 19 | 

P. G: Cameron has started work on | 
his Urban theatre here. House is 
near the site of old Urban, destroyed 
fire early this year. Cameron 
also plans to remodel his Peak and 


|Grove theatres here. 


Charnas’ Addition 
Swanton, O., Dec. 19. 
Nat B. Charnas, Toledo, who ope- 
rates several houses in that city, has 
reopened LaFrance, Swanton, 
which he purchased recently from 
the Leo Pilliod estate, following re- 
modeling and redecorating. 
M-W Adds Home, Youngstown, O. 
Youngstown, Dec. 19. 
Peter Wellman, operator of Mock 
and Wellman theatres at nearby 
Girard, has taken over the Home 
theatre here. 





WB Gets WGN, Chi, Flack 
Chicago, Dec. 19. 
Stanton Kramer, WGN flack and 
member of special events staff there 
for the past four years, leaves Dec. 





30 to join Ted Tod and Lucia Per- 














21 WORDS THAT 
SPELL CHRISTMAS 
BOND SALES! 


PUT THIS MESSAGE IN 
YOUR 6th WAR LOAN LOBBY 


“The War Bonds you 
buy this Christmas 


Speed the Christmas 
when you may say— 


Peace on Earth, Good 
Will Towards Men” 


Ross Federal Service, Inc. 





| 





| likely to enjoy 


| construction is that it would devote 
O., | the entire cost of $120,000 to a thea- 
| tre with none of the built-in stores, 
| bowling alleys and other features of | 


rigo in Warner Bros. midwest dis- 
trict publicity office. 

Kramer, who will cover such midi- 
west cities as Minneapolis, Detroit 
and Milwaukee, was editorial staffer 
of Chi Tribune for four years and | 
assistant to Larry Wolters, radio ed, | 
two years, prior to joining WGN in 
1940. He left WGN in August, 1942, 
to join the AAF, returning in Octo- 
ber last year after honorable dis- 
charge from the service 

















| Postwar Theatre 


Continued from page 5 








and Australia but otner 


Orient 

Coast cities, now boomin vith war- 

time shipbuilding an d othe var | 
ies, are not rated so favorably 


in the postwar picture 

Outside of New York State, Texas 
is generally tabbed as the state most 
peacetime prosperity 
because of mineral possibilities, in- 
cluding oil. Diversified business in| 
that state, including shipping to some 
degree, also makes its after-war pos- | 
sibilties loom good. Reports to vari- | 
ous trade associations do not make 
the various war-boom communities | 
on the West Coast shape up so well. } 

While major circuits just now do 
not contemplate any extensive the- 
atre building, there will be plenty of 


theatre equipment replacing done. 
Estimated that several hundred mil- 
lion dollars will be spent on new 


theatre chairs, booth equipment, car- | 
pets, etc. Streamlining of air-con- 
ditioning and mass production is ex- | 
pected to bring cooling systems’ cost 
down to such a moderate price that 

hundreds of film theatres will 
able to install such equipment 


pe 


Detroit’s Bldg. Plans 
Detroit, Dec. 19. 

Theatre building plans here con- 
tinue to be ambitious with the WPB 
inclined to nod favorably on some of 
the projects for big houses in war- 
inflated communities. 

Up for government approval at the 
present time is a 1,500-seat house, the 


| Academy, which Walter Shafer has 


| 


underway for Wayne, Mich., where | 
he now operates the 833-seat Wayne 
theatre. One oddity about the new 


other big local projects. 
Shafer will use his present house, 
| only a short distance from the new 
house, as a subsequent-run theatre. 
Ottawa’s Newest 
Ottawa, Dec. 19. 
Still another postwar theatre is in 
the blueprints for this capital with 
Nelson Amus. Co., formed by local 
businessmen, purchasing property on 
Rideau street for construction of a 
1,200-seater as soon as building re- 
strictions are dropped. 








WPB’s Dallas OK 
Dallas, Dec. 19. 

Indications here are that B. R. 
McLendon has _ received priority 
from WPB to construct a new the- 
atre here. Materials were on the 
ground and preliminary work was 
under way here this week on a lot 
which was understood to be, or was, | 
McLendon’s. Building permit Was | 
taken out in the name of Gordon | 
McLendon, son of McLendon, now in | 
the Navy. Both Interstate Theatres | 
Circuit and McLendon were denied 
permits for the erection of houses 
here and took the cases to the WPB 
in Washington. 


‘ 
} 
} 


j 


Goldberg’s Building Plans 
Cedar Rapids, Ia. Dec. 19. 

Ralph D. Goldberg, who operates 
seven in Omaha, announced recent- 
ly he expected to build a new 
theatre here after the war. He also 
plans new theatres for Des Moines, 
Davenport, Council Bluffs and other 
Iowa cities. In most of these places, 





Goldberg said, new buildings will 
be constructed. 





B’way Battle 


Continued from page 1 


new hits has smacked most of the | 
holdovers and those attractions 
which were doing moderately well. 
Suddenly those shows in the latter 
category have been announced to 
leave town, which will help solve 
the theatre shortage. Included in 
that group are “Chicken Every Sun- 
day” (Plymouth), “Catherine Was 
Great” (Royale) although latter has 
been doing much better than ex- 
pected, “The Perfect Marriage” 
(Barrymore) and “The Searching 
Wind” (Fulton). 

After Broadway settles down #0 
normalcy in the post-New Year 
going, it will be discerned whether 





Only.” bowing into the Winter Gar- 
|}den Saturday (23), “Mexican Hay- 
ride,’ which led the list for many 


|} musicals will 


fected. The run leader entered its | 
sixth year recently, and while it has 
been off, the dip has been believed 
to be mostly because of the annual 
pre-Christmas slump. Definitely af- 
fected by the new crop is “Angel 
Street” (Bijou), which recently com- 
pleted third year but is about 
washed up. “Kiss and Tell’ (Bilt- 
more) replaces it but, like “Father,” 
its chances: of going through another 
season will be tested. Possible, too, 


it 
its 





that the holdover’ three-person 
socko, “The Voice of the Turtle” 
(Moroseo), may react to the new 
but the advance sale, however, 
extends into spring 
The same will probably apply to 
the run musicals, and already it is 
definite that Carmen Jones” 
(Broadway) will take to the road. 
Show spurted when Sunday per- | 
ormees were started sbut the show 
is now announced in its final weeks 
Coming in and regarded by experts 


as a cinch success is “Laffing Room 


months, having moved to the Majes- 
tie 





The new musical candidates in- 
clude “Central Park.” “On The} 
Town,” “Sing Out, Sweet Land”| 
(both the latter arriving next week | 


at the Adelphi and International, 
respectively), “Mr. Strauss Goes to 
Boston,” “Lady In ?” and “Glad to 


See You,” which has been in tryout 
trouble and is currently in Boston; 
also “La Vie Parsienne,” which, 
however, is listed for the N. Y. City 
Center. 
But 
homa!” 


around 


that “Okla- 
will still be 
the current 
their | 


they'll 
(St. 
when 


tell you 
James) 

most of 
have gone on 





way. 








| upward of 20,000,000 people will see 


| inkery firm saying it’s pen gives “de- 


| stars of the Durante-Kay-Cantor 





“Life With Father” (Empire) is af- 





Paper Shortage | 


Continued from page 1 = 








with the ad to appear in Time, Life, 
Look, New Yorker, Fortune, Esquire 
and a slew of dailies. It’s figured 
that, with window displays included, 


The Nose’s testimonial to the Per- 
sonna blades. No dough is being 
exchanged on the deal. 

Film companies and top talent 
agencies are receiving more requests 
now than in some time for name en- 
dorsements. Paramount has set a 
swap arrangement with Kalox tooth- 
powder and Bexel, vitamins, both 
made by McKesson & Robbins, with 
Par players giving their stamp of 
approval in exchange for the ad pub- 
licity. Actors involved include Fred 
MacMurray, Betty Hutton, Dorothy 
Lamour and Veronica Lake. Again, 
it is a coin-free deal. 

Coin for Crosby 


Along the same lines, the William 
Morris agency has set Evelyn Knight 
to praise Mar-o-Oil, a hair shampoo, 
and has one pending for Vaughn 
Monroe for another account. Same 
agency lined up Danny Kaye for 
Stratford fountain pens, which also 
has ads featuring Eddie Cantor and 
Jimmy Durante-Garry Moore. Strat- 
ford pens are not endorsed, however, 








pendable performances,’ and that 
standing are also “dependable per- 
formers.” It’s regarded as a tacit 
endorsement, however. 

Occasionally, it’s said, a really top, 
top name may hold out for coin and 
get it, as believed to be the case in 
Bing Crosby's deal with Chesterfield 
ciggies. 








ELECT NEW OFFICERS — 
FOR VARIETY CLUBS 


Memphis, Dec. 19. 

New directors elected by Mem- 
phis Variety club for coming year 
are: Al Avery, R. L. Bostick, E. R. 
Gillett, Tom Kirk, Herb Kohn, J. W. 
Prichard, Ed Sapinsley, Ed William- 
son, Bailey Prichard, Tom W. Young 
and M. A. Lightman. 

J. C. Tunstill, city manager, Malco 
theatres, Owensboro, Ky., promoted 
to field division manager for circuit 
and executive assistant to M. S. Me- 
Cord, secretary of Lightman chain 

Tunstill will operate from new of- 


fices in Owensboro, supervising 80 
houses in Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Arkansas and Mississipp 

Adoiph H. Baker, assistant ty 
manager there, becomes city man- 
ager. 

Cincy Variety Club Sesh 
Cincinnati, Dec. 19 

New officers of Tent 3, Variety 
Clubs of America, installed Dee 
11, include Ralph Kinsler, chief 


barker; Lev Bugie and Harry Hart- 
man, assistant chief barkers; Saul M. 
Greenberg, property master, and 
Pete Niland, dough guy. Canvas- 
men are Harry David. Harris Dudle- 
son, Arthur Frudenfeld, Mike Green- 
berg, Allan S. Moritz and Harry R. 


“Pop” Wessel. Holdover canvas- 
men are Maurice White, — 
chief barker: Frank Wes Huss anc 


William Onie. 

Installation ceremony was in the 
tent’s Netherland Plaza quarters 

Anderson Heads N.W. Variety 

Minneapolis, Dec. 19. 

Art Anderson, Warner’ Bros’ 
branch manager, elected chief barker 
of Northwest Variety club, succeed- 
ing W. A. Steffes who declined re- 
election. Other officers: Tom Burke, 
Monogram branch manager, first as- 
sistant chief barker; M. A. Levy, 
20th-Fox district manager, second as- 
sistant; John Branton, Minnesota 
Amus. booking manager, secretary; 
Bill Grant, Republic manager, treas- 
urer. 

Eddie Golden will m.c. testimonial 
banquet for Steffes, Jan. 5. 





McGinley Heads Indpls. Variety 

Indianapolis, Dec. 19. 
Lawrence J. McGinley, Universal 
branch manager, re-elected chief 
barker of Indianapolis tent No. 10 
Variety Club here. Earl Penrod, of 
Affiliated Enterprises, is first assist- 
ant chief barker; Harry Hayes. of 


| United Artists, second assistant; Her- 
|man Morgan, Jr., Affiliated Thetares, 


secretary, and Al Blocher, of Y and 
W Theatres, treasurer. 


Albany Variety’s Heuse Organ 
Albany, Dec. 19. 
Local Variety Club is to publish a 


monthly newspaper. Floyd Fitz- 
simmons, Metro exploiteer, editor. 
The paper is a new project initiated 


by the 1944-45 crew, of which Her- 
man L. Ripps, M-G-M manager, is 
chief barker. 


Chass Script for Durbin 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Sheridan Gibney, who recently 
completed a legit play, “Calico 
Wedding,” checked in at Universal to 
write a screenplay, still untitled, as 
a future starrer for Deanna Durbin. 

Currently the actress is working 
in “Lady On a Train” and will make 
“Merry, Merry Marriage” before 
starting on the Gibney script. 
EE 
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Carrying Dream’ Too Far 


The boys around the Biow agency figure it was bad enough that 
they couldn’t get a rating on the Englander mattress show, “We Who 
Dream,” while it was still on the air. But when a rating for the pro- 
gram is dreamed up out of whole cloth and it doesn’t do better than e 
2.5, well—the Biow gang feels it’s got a justifiable squawk. Especially 
when they're billed for the dream-rating 

It happened when the Cooperative Analysis of Broadcasting (Cross- 
ley) ratings for November came through early this month. Although 
the Englander CBS show folded on Oct. 13, on page 42 of the report 
appeared the 2.5 rating for “Dream.” The Biow agency is scratching 
its collective head in bewilderment and the only thing they’re sure of 
is that CAB won’t collect on the bill 


$4 im ")} Coke Biz Seen Going Out 
The Blue Window Into Mutual's Lap 


The Blue, 


riff punch by way 














With a mid- | 


FADIMAN EASING UP 


already hit 


of recent cancel- 


lations representing $3,500,000 loss 
revenue, is reported due for an Drops Extracurricular Load for a 
other major clip with the departure While at Doc’s Order 
of its two Coca-Cola shows to Mu- = se ats Vp Mb , 
tual.- It’s just about in the bag for Clifton Fadiman is taking things | 
MBS to get Coke’s Morton Downey | ©25¥ for the next couple of months | 
_— : ; "| at the insistence is ‘tor. He’ 
daytime across-the-board show and| ‘ —— ce of ps ane ~" He i | 
. continue with “Info Please” and a/| 


the six-nights-a-week “Spotlight 
Band” series. Coke officials, together | 
with reps of its ad agency, D'Arcy, | 
were meeting on the question, over 
the weekend, in Atlanta, Coca-Cola's 


other commitments but} 
has cancelled out a number of. proj- 
ects. Inquiry at Writers’ War Board, 
of which Fadiman was one of the! 
founders, discloses the fact that the] 


couple of 


home town critic-emcee is temporarily absent 
Coke's billit g on the Blue $! from all his committees 

&4 000,000 annually, making it the Friends state it's nothing serious, | 

web's largest account, However, the, mostly nervous exhaustion, Fadiman | 

biz in store for Mutual amounts tO| has earned a rep during the war of} 

much more than that, being given! being a dynamo of energy in all sorts 

at about $5.250.000. Boost is due to of activities 

the fact that Mutual is delivering a 


greater number of stations. Downey 
will probably wind up on a chain 
using practically all of Mutual’s 240 Fd East & Poll 
affiliates, with “Spothght” not fa y 
behind 

Mutual ha pitching for the 
show for several months, 
fore Edgar Kobak became its presi- | 
dent. It is declared that Kobak has 
taken no direct action to urge the 
sale, despite close 


been 
even pbe- 


Dropping Blue 
Ladies Seated’ 


relationships with 


Al Steele, D’Arcy N. Y. topper, but | 
it's obvious that Kobak’s presence 
at Mutual hasn't hurt. Meanwhile, ‘Ladies Be Seated,” half-hour 


coke has been plenty rankled at the 
Blue's “hypo” approach in which 
the sponsor was asked to bolster the 
nightly band series in quest of 
higher ratings. 
Tough Time te Sell 

On top of the solar plexus punch | than a year. 
represented by the $4,000,000 rev- | East last week (13) gave, the net- 
enue loss, departure of Coca- Cola | work two weeks notice on cancella- 
Oses terrific sales problems for the | tion, declaring that he feels with 
lue. It means that with the 9:30) his outside dates and his morning 


Monday through Friday audience- 
participation stanza featuring Ed 
| East and Polly on the Blue, is drop- 
ping off the web. Program has been 


heard in the 2:30-3 p.m. slot for more 











P.m. spot open nightly, Blue sales- show on the same web, he had more 
EVE 28 2 | Blue sales force had strong inter- 
lest in the show right down to the 
Si d | time East signified his desire to bow 
atra ” s) Gamble reportedly was on point of 
taking over sponsorship, but instead 
( (li | bought “Glamor Manor” for its 
osmetic ent Show to succeed “Ladies” not yet 

| ' chosen. 

sponsor-| Yesterday (19), the Blue convinced 
ship from vitamins to 
Without the loss of a single broad-| at least a couple of weeks beyond 
cask: “ine b ? the original Dec. 27 quitting date to 

ing back into his old allow a last minute drive to sell the 
posite Eddie Cantor. New client is replacement stanza. 

ax Factor, whose only previous in- Nas 
terest in radio has been spots on local F > Chi ( ti 
his Vimms series Christmas mg 
and goes for the makeup kit Jan. 

Deal with Factor was initiated . (] Cha N Q 
through to consummation by Music ear ane la al 
oan Understood the package Chicago, Dec. | 
stands the cosmetic manufacturer In a resolution passed by “aad 
} ma but Bob Brewster, pro-/at their convention here last week, | 
eae and Rick Vollaerts, head | they condemned any restrictions of 

Titer, both on the J. Walter | the right to criticize acts of pub- 
replaced. Bill Goodwin will be the | stated that the fearless dissemination 
announcer. of news by radio must be continued 

—__—___ _ unimpaired. 
channel broadcasting, free from in- 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. terference, is invaluable to rural 

Alexander Griffin, WIP-Mutual | America as a source of news, in- 

sai locally. Bankroller is Griffin Delegates urged no reduction in| 

= — the number of clear channel stations 
al was set by and no limitations of clear channel 


(Continued ins ‘deen 28) | work to do than he could handle. 
out. Earlier this year, Procter & 
12-12:30 p.m. across-the-board niche. 
Frank Sinatra changes 
cosmetics | East to continue with the stanza for 
Wednesday night spot on CBS op- | show, or, at least, to find a suitable 
and Mexican stations. Swooner ends | 
OKs Political Harangues, 
Harry Witt of CBS and followed 
$13,500 a week. Talent setup remains | American Farm Bureau Federation 
Thompson staff, will have to be | lic officials by radio broadcasts, and 
Resolution also stated that clear 
GRIFFIN BUYS GRIFFIN 
Pewscaster, has been sold to a new | formation and entertainment. 
Stleman & Pierce. broadcasting. 


Bermingham, 








| should crack down, 
Clifford J. Durr last sum- 


| paign 





CoLONS TO TO PROBE NBC Tells Agencies Time Renewals 
TAP COIN DEALS Will Be on Web's Terms; Storm Brews 


Washington, Dec. 1 


Sale of 32 radio stations 


since 


must 
within the next year. 


. . 
It’s the question of whether sta-} 


tions are in a runaway inflation. and 


whether some of the cost is paid foi 
| the frequency, 


law. 
Coming up some time in 1945 are 


a series of public hearings at which| 
broadcast leaders will be invited to} 
and when Congress will de-| 
termine whether FCC should let na-| 
|ture take its course or whether it 


testify, 


as recommended 
by Comm. 
met! 

Rep. Cl 
the House Commit 
and Foreign Commerce, is already 
preparing to conduct such hearings | 
to determine whether new legisla- | 
tion is needed to curb station prices 
Lea admits frankly he does not know 
the answer. He says he will not 
make up his mind on what should be 


arence J. Lea. chairman of 


done until every interested party 
has a chance to appear before his 
committee and say his piece. On the 


Senate side, similar hearings are ex- 


| pected. 
Perhaps no man in Congress 
more interested than Rep. Micheod 
B. Wigglesworth (R., Mass.,) who 


has been 

for the past half dozen 
to create a firm yardstick on 

to base the sales prices of statio 
Durr Blew Lid Off 

It is Durr, however, who 

made things hot last July 18 


years 


which 


really 
when 


| he blew up in a bitter dissent on the 
claim- | 


sales prices of four stations, 


ing the prices were all out of the| 


line with the real values of the| 
properties. A week later, FCC 
dumped the baby in the lap of Con- 
gress. The commission sent ide ntical | 


letters to Lea and to Sen. Burton - | 


Wheeler (D., Mont.), chairman 

the Senate Interstate Commerce 
Committee. FCC listed 23 sales ap- 
proved since the beginning of the 
year for a total of more than $6,700,- 
000. In many instances, the sales 
prices were for controlling interests 
and not for 100% of the stock. The 
eommission pointed cut that these 


(Continued on page 24) 





10-YR. OLD GIRL 


‘MASCOT’ FOR 
SINGER 


CBS is providing the 
radio tenor, Danny O'Neil, 
novel format for his five-nights-a- 
week quarter-hour at 11:15 p.m. pro- 
gram in the shape of a 10-year old 
“mascot” impersonated by Lorna Jean. 
She will appear on the program as a 
kid with a crush on the singer. El- 
wood Hoffman, of the web program 
writing division, dreamed up the 
stunt and is providing the continu- | 


midwest 


ties. CBS build-up for O'Neil is 
under the supervision of Larry 
| Puck, director of popular music for | 
ime web. 

Prior to his stint in the Navy, 


O'Neil had created quite a following 
via WBBM, Chicago. 





‘Boy Meets Ilene Woods’ 
Switching to Noon Spot 


Bob Johnston-Ilene Woods musical 
program, “Boy Meets Girl,” goes 


full-network sustaining on the Blue | 
in the 11:45-12 noon slot Mondays! 
through Fridays beginning Jan. 1. | 
Shifts to steady daytime stanza, after 


several weeks of thrice-weekly 10:15- 
10:30 p.m. airings. 

Program will 
Berch musical 
which bows out for Kellogg's, 
29. 


replace the Jack 


Dec. 


prob- 
solve 
| 


which is against the} 


tee on Interstate} 


running a one-man cam-} 


with a} 


across-the-boarder, 


~ Over ‘Pick and 


| Jan. 1 for a total of more than $10.- | 
| 000,000 has brought to a head a 
jlem which Congress 


+ 





Samtsirhc Yrrem * 


Enterprising N Zz radio 
press agent had a Christmas gift 
backfire on him last week. The 
| p.a. covered the field by send- 
ing desk calendars to radio eds 
; and station toppers suitably 
| stamped with the recipient's 
name in nice, gold letters. 

Kickback came when one of 
the network publicity directors 
unwrapped his calendar and dis- 


! 


Choose Bombshell 





covered with the first gander 
that his name had been mis- 
spelled. Calendar wound up right 
in the wastebasket 

*O.K.—Spell it backwards 


New Regime At 


Blue Patches Up 
Morale Chinks 


Intensive efforts by Blue web top- 
pers to patch up undeniable chinks 
in the organization’s “morale wall,” 
occasioned by the exit march of 
veepee Ed Kobak and others, ap- 
parently have achieved the desired 
|; result, according to trade circles. 
Junior execs and others, who a few 
weeks ago, couldn’t be enthusiastic 
| because of bad attacks of jitters, now 
are reported back to normal and sold 
| 100° on the new regime. 

Reportedly paying their new pro- 
| gram toppers some of the biggest 
salaries in the network field, the 
| Blue currently is in the process of 
| examining payroll reports of its en- 
tire program staff, and expects to 








The industry is locking for plenty 
; of repercussions in the wake of ~@ 
letter which NBC has just sent out 
to all agencies handling web co 
mercials which, In effect, rves - 

ce that hereafter NBC will reserve 
the right to pick and choose 
shows and that the bankrollers bet- 
| ter be pretty good boys in fu 
programming dealings with the net- 
work 

Move alre idy has some ) in] 
agencies doing a burn but the im- 
mediate reaction is regarded as 
| nothing compared to the _ feeling 
| that’s expected to develop. It’s al 
|} part of the NBC avowed paitte 
| to hypo its programming schedule, 
hough prexy Niles Trammell 
~ previously put himself o1 ‘0 


that there would be no bludgeo j 
of sponsors in the process and the 
whole thing would eventuate on a 
cooperative basis. Latest moi 
however, is in the form of an edici 
that hereafter NBC will reserve the 
right to terminate all contracts for 
the purchase of network time: that 
hereafter there will be no automat 
renewals and that NBC wants to see 
what the client has to offer befo 
the web commits ,it 
further acceptance 

NBC letter states it will have the 
right to terminate contracts at the 
end of 13-week cycles, and concludes 
that notice of termination in no way 
means that the net is not appre- 
ciative of past business and desires 
continued association “on network 
terms and conditions.” 

Behind the sweeping edict is seen 
a move to woo top-spending clients 
and reserve those valuable SRO 
time segments for the boys with the 
most capital. 


Chesties Can't 


seit to r] 








of | put wage increases through for ma- 
jority of its writers, directors and 
producers, with the approval of the 

War Labor Board, before Christmas. 
| Doors to the offices of Chet La 
Roche, operational head of the Blue; 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., v.p., in charge 
of programs; Adrian Samish, nation- 
al production mgr. and Bud Barry, 
program operations topper, have 
been thrown open to all members 
of the network production and pro- 
gramming staff in a concerted effort 
to do away with “red tape” and 
needless waste of time. 

Responsibilities of all department 
heads have been clearly defined, 
with kinks in operational procedure 
now ironed out. 

Toppers have zipped open the 
money bags for an indefinite period, 
in moves to get talent on the air 
that will build up rating on current 
and future Blue shows. Affiliated 
stations have been informed of the 
entire program and general objec- 
| Sves of the web, and plan to go 
along with N.Y. headquarters right 
down the line under the new regime. 


‘GAIETIES’ TREK EAST 
CUES CAST SHAKEUP. 


“Gaslight Gaieties,” variety show 
starring Beatrice Kay” and Michael 
O’Shea, heard on NBC 8-8:30 Satur- 
day nights for Teel dentifrice (P&G), 
shifts east from the Coast starting 
: with the Jan. 6 program. 

Miss Kay will continue as star 
of the show, but understood that 
| O'Shea, because of film commit- 
| ments, cannot trek east, and will 
drop out. Charles Dant’s orch will 
| be succeeded by an eastern radio 
musical crew, probably Ray Bloch, 
_ who does several other shows for the 
| Biow agency, which handles the ac- 
count. Al Rinker, producer, con- 
tinues, but reported that agency cur- 
rently is searching for comedy writ- 
ers in N.Y., planning to hypo show 
with more comedy material. 











Columbus.—James O. Yerian, for 
12 years promotion manager of 
WBNS, has joined WELD, Columbus, 
' first FM station, in: the’ same. ca- 
' pacity 


Satisfy AFMers 


N.Y. local 802, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians, and Newell-Em- 
mett, agency for Chesterfield, have 
been in the throes of agreeing upon 
a scale of pay for post-broadcast per- 
formances by Ted Steele’s*orchestra. 
Talent on the show provides a 
30-minute show for the _ studio 
audience after each night's orig- 
inal and repeat broadcast, and ap- 
parently the extra pay usually de- 
manded by a band under such cir- 
cumstances was forgotten. Since the 
fitst show, only five musicians and 
Steele have played the extra half- 
hours. 

802 late last week asked a price 
of $7 per man for the 23 musicians 
in the band and the same on the 
repeat show, or $14 per evening per 


man. Chesterfield thinks this is too 
high, since it is paying the men on 


the basis of a half-hour while they 
actually perform only 15 minutes 
during the broadcast itself (802's 
radio scale calls for $14 per man 
per half hour or any fraction 
thereof). 





‘New ‘Inner Sanctum’ Will 


Invite Celebs to Drop In, 
Chat With ‘Raymond’ 


“Inner Sanctum’s” switch from 
Colgate to Lipton Tea on Jan. 2, 
when it moves into the Tuesday 
night CBS time currently occupied 
by Burns & Allen, may cue a new 


gimmick on the show, with Hi 
Brow owner of the whodunit 
package, currently huddling with 


Y&R agency exees on the idea. - — 

Plan is to work imto the seript 
each week a different celeb of the 
Broadway-literati set to portray 
himself, not as an arm-chair detec- 
tive but as an integral part of the 
continuity, Thus efforts will be made 
to line up such guys as Clifton Fadi- 
man, Billy Rose, Moss Hart, Christo- 
pher Morley, George S. Kaufman, 
et al. 
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| ‘No Condemnation’ Report on Flamm 
Deal Seen in Probe's Dead Duck Finish | 


Washington. Dec. 19. 


io a 
aftei 


The great FCC probe came 
Jame end Saturday night (16) 
more than 18 months of intermittent 
hearings, and the Lea Committee 
has nothing to do now except turn 
over a report in the next couple ot 


weeks. Work on the report has 
been under way for some time 

The best op oOo! ere thal, ex 
cept for occa onal charge on tne 
House floor ¢ ruture ¢ 
vestigations are ( ‘ lead a 
and tnat t é € ep prot 
ably conde ce FC( ¢ 
} ( Dé € ! ( 
Sts ed T oO} like 

A ni ( € ( be 
committee indicated that the ale 
of WMCA from Donald Flamm to 
Edward J. Noble will not be a sub 
ject of condemnation unless Rep 
Richard Wigglesworth (R Mass.) 
turns in a one-man minority report 

With the hearings over, it Is note- 


worthy that FCC was never given 
the opportunity requested to 
answer many of the rees ade 
against it, particularly in the earliel 
stages when Rep. Eugene E. Cox 
‘D Ga.) was ts chairman and 
Eugene L. Garey. of New York, s 
the chief counse!] 

Bulk of the wind-up wee: as de- 
voted to executive sessions on the 
WMCA deal with re } r 
Cork) Corcoran. erstwhile White 
House advisor, and Noble as the 
star witnesses 


Denies Pressure 


Corcoran denied any White House 
pressure in the sale and said that 
Noble had phoned him to. ask 
whether William J. Dempsey, former 
FCC chief counsel, would be a good 
lawyer to handle the transaction 
Corcoran claimed he was in Mexico 
the end of 1940, when the deal was 


swung and said that: 
“On my return, I learned that 
Noble had bought the station and 


was surprised at the $850,000 price. 
That is three and one-half times the 
value of its physical and 30 
times the station's earnings. I was 
surprised the high price was allowed 
by FCC.” 


assets, 


Noble also-denied before the Com- | 


mittee that he had called Corcora) 
to obtain White House pressure foi 


the deal. He said it was true that 
he bought the station for $850,00( 
and sold it for $1.225,000, but said 
he had substantially increased 


WMCA’s earnings in the meantime. 

The final session, Saturday night. 
had Arde Bulova before the com- 
mittee. Bulova denied any secret 
deals in-violation of the FCC reg- 
ulations. He said he was a friend of 
James Lawrence Fly, former FCC 
chairman, and then was asked 
whether he had destroyed a con- 
tract of alleged “concealed owner- 
ship” deals in broadcast stations on 
the advice of his lawyers. Bulova 
said he did not remember doing so. 
Questions on his income and lack of 


3 
iecoias ine 


weie < UUACE wit wu) 
committee as not appropriate. 
Earlier Saturday. Rev. Edward 
Lodge Curran, of Brooklyn. presi- 
dent of the International Catholic 
Truth Society. charged that FCC 
“went along” with Bulova on deals 
of “concealing ownership.” 
Father Curran appeared for 
Paulist Fathers whose station 
sold to Bulova. This was the former 
WLWL, New York. which is now 
WNEW. The priest claimed that Paul- 
ist Fathers would never have sold 
the station unless they knew they 
could buy another one. but that the 


other was also bought by Bulova. 


Decish on Successor 
To McKay at NBC Due; 
_ Eiges, Hal Bock in Race 


NBC 
week for John 
McKay, who quit his spot as press 
dept. manager Mon. (i8) to begome 
manager of advertising and promo- 
tion for King Features syndicate. 
Cas Adams continues with King han- 
dling publicity, the Banshees, ete. 


the 


is expected 


on a 


to decide 
successor 


Report is that NBC toppers will | 


decide whether to promote Sid Eiges, 
who has been McKay's assistant, into 
the spot, or bring Hal Bock in from 
the Coast. Bock has been handling 
NBC's Hollywood publicity for some 
years and was due to arrive in N. Y. 


was 


this | 


‘Top Chi Editors Still 
Cold to Radio Columns, 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 
with no end 
prospect of devot- 
in dailies here to 
impossibility, ac- 
Herald-Ameri- 
can, Tribune and other papers. Daily 


Newsprint 
in view, make the 
space 


columns 


shortages, 





ig more 


radio an 


cording to bosses on 


Areh Oboler 














News, which has just added a radio 

sounds a ‘ossip column by Carl Guldager, who 

also does movie reviews, did so ex- 

P hae perimentally, as part of its program 
“Requiem for Radio ag Eig ass: ns lage ce get 

} t v 0 } Dut oO ¢ neet 

¢ ( ( Tet ¥ . 

in nen 

Louis Ruppel fo. er CBS pres 

i 7 dept. DOSS ana rece tiv ade He ( 

VARIETY 's American executive edit denier e 

| ld H a Vl l I 4 alo 
\ ( of cic 

39th Anniversary Issue et : ie ciakeeinele sak’ camaiieedl 

We extended and made more read- 

able our radio listings and did throw 
out such things as FM listings, which | 
4 = ’ took up too mu h space,” Ruppel 
Chi WLB Nixes AFRA 8 said, “but we have no immediate 
plans for a column because of space 


limitations 


‘Pay Within Pay’ Clause, 


“There's no basis to the conjecture 


0/ ° at all,” was the remark of Larry Wol- 
Would Sub 15%, Raises ters radio ed of the Trib Daily 
Time and Sun eds also reported 

Chicago. Dec. 19 . ; 


AFRA's aemanas on ( 


NiCakO S 


seven class “B” stations for program . « & 
fees in addition to staff salaries for CBC Ridding Aw 
nnouncers, referred to by broad- 

sté < as The “pay 4 | Day 
clause, has been denied by the Ct Of the Horrors 
cago regional War Labor Board, but 
they recommend a 15‘e flat increase Montteal. Dec. i¢ 
retroactive to Nov. 1, 1943. Case now **narmen” ma “The ide 
goes to the WLB in Washington. Hornet” are named by Dr. Ausustin| 


Operators of “B” stations had offered 


Frigon, Canadian Broadcasting Cor- 

AFRA a 30% straight increase fol poration g.m., among a general flay- 

announcers and a 10%» increase for ng of horror programs, soap operas 

actors and singers which AFRA' ang medicine shows, and he added 

turned down. | that the CBC is urging private radio | 
Arrangements were concluded to- 


stations in Canada not to renew pro- 


Blame Newsprint Famine’ 


3 Chi U. Profs Quit 








Alan Lipscott 
Humorously Discourses on 
“Aspirin and Old 
Cags”’ 
in the Forthcoming 


39th Anniversary Issue 


of 


ARIETY 





‘Round Table, 


- Claim Bill Benton Ignored Them 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Following resignations of three VU. 
of Chicago faculty members last 
week in a protest vs. the handling 
of the NBC “Round Table’ pro- 
grams, Robert M. Hutchins, (prexy) 
of the University, appointed a new 
radio advisory committee before 
departing for Arizona on a vacation 











Streibert Ascendancy 
At WOR Seen Cueing 
Kobak Co-op Parlay 


Election of Ted Streibert as presi 
WOR, N.Y., is held to augul 

Edgar Kobak’s 
for Mutual. 
trade as a highly 

Streibert is 
along 
since he’s exec veepee of 
addition to headman at 
Kobak-Streibert parlay is 


ol 


aent 


well for expansion 


plans Regarded within 
| the capable oper- 
believed to be 
network lines 
Mutual in 
WOR, a 


regarded 


atol 
thinking and, 


as a natural 
Streibert succeeded Jack I. Straus 
(Macy's dept. store) as WOR’s pre 


at a directors’ meeting Monday (18) 
when Straus resigned as chairman of 
the board, to be succeeded Al 
McCosker. Latter had been presi- 
dent, having been with WOR virtu- 
jally since its Streibert 
merly was veepee and 
Straus remains as a board 


| 


by 
| ; 


start. for- 


gen. mer 
member. 


CHI TYRO CLIX WITH 
| CANTOR AS SCRIPTER 


Chicago, Dec. 19 
Comedy material written for Eddie 
War 
re- 


| Cantor's stint for Navy's Sixth 
Loan pitch three weeks ago 
sulted last week im five-year pact 


day between Ray Jones, AFRA local eram contracts for these airings. 
exec. sec., and the major stations “We have the power to direct the 
granting soundmen a $10 weekly in- private stations to drop horro1 
crease subject to WLB okay. Als0}| broadcasts but we haven't used the 
included was a 10-hour day. ban since we have found that the} 
—— - use of persuasion rather than force 
is achieving the same result al- 
EDDY T00 TOUGH FOR though more slowly.” said Dr. Fri- 

gon 

BARITONE T0 FOLLOW He added that should the CBC 
exert its full power and impose an} 
| Because the sponsor doesn’t figure | out-and-out ban against horror and | 
it's smart showmanship to follow! Medicine programs on private sta- 
| Nelson Eddy with another baritone, | tions, “petitions signed by thousands 
| Reed Kennedy is being dropped| °f intelligent people protesting 


from the Prudential CBS musical 


medicine shows were in “bad taste” 
and 
nate 


musical, “Song of Norway.” 

Eddy, sponsored by a public utili- 
| ties cOMmbine, moved ‘into the CBS 
4:30 Sunday afternoon spot Sum (17) 
| taking over the time abandoned by 
| Coca-Cola because of Andre Koste- 
; lanetz’ overseas trek. Prudential | 
| show follows, running from 5 to 
| 5:45. Both Prudential and its agency, 
| Benton & Bowles. figured that it's 


suggested that the CBC elimi- 
them. 


White Owl to Sponsor 
Earl Wilson in Sunday 


Series, Drops Gladstone 


‘tag tanoch an sionment far anw ‘ . : n . iv 
. ae al A SUMUay i Biie Gi Ga w az eeewadi 
U. S. shortinin’ breader to follow | . . , —" 
Eddy } series featuring Earl Wilson, N. Y. 
eis ee was | Post columnist, tees off on Mutual 
Jan. 7 (Sun.) in the 10-10:15 p.m 


| spot under sponsorship of White Owl 
| cigars. Latter is dropping the Henry 
Gladstone newscasts, now heard on 
Mutual twice weekly in 15-minute 
parcels, effective Jan. 4. J. Walter 
Thompson agency has the account. 
Wilson will do verbal crossfire 
with Paul Douglas on the Sunday 


‘Dr. Walsh, Labor Expert, 
For J. Steel on WMCA 


WMCA, N. Y., has signed Dr. J. 
Raymond Walsh, research director 
of the Congress of Industrial Organ- 
izations (CIO), as news commentator 


| 
j 
| 
j 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 


_ to replace Johannes Steel, who leaves | Might series, using marquee name 

the station at the end of this month. | 2vests, One on each broadcast. Re- 
| Walsh goes in across the board at | corded audition .that clinched 
| 7:30 p.m. starting Jan. 3. the deal last week had Gertrude 


CIO exec will keep his connection 


Niesen as guestar for interview only, 
with 





the labor, organization while | no singing. New White Owl show 
| doubling as a news analyst. He also | Will be all chatter, no music. Dan 


/ holds positions with the NLRB. OPA 


Kampel, Gale Assoc., set Wilson deal. 
|} and Labor Dept. 


Steel this week was signed by P 
WHN, N. Y., starting Jan. 1 in the KOA 20th A ' 
7:45 p.m. slot. WHN,. in turn, re- S nn 


cently lost William Gailmor. Denver, Dec. 19. 


KOA celebrated its 20th anniver- 
Friday (15) with a half-hour 
|“remember when” broadcast. Three, 


; still connected with the station, 
| Looks like Paul A. Porter will not} were on the first as well as the 20th 
| be able to take his seat-as FCC} yearly broadcast. They are Robert 
chairman until some time in January J. Owen. Original station engineer, 
}at the earliest. | now asst. mgr.; C. A. Peregrine, now 

Porter’s nomination has not even! contro] and Charles J. 


: supervisor, 
been considered by the Senate In-|Schuerman, orch director. Fifteen 


terstate Commerce Committee, and|.of the staff of 65, including Mgr. 


Delay on Paul Porter 


Washington, Dec. 19. 


sary 








up the sponge, This means that the! of the NBC 10-year club. 
President will have to resubmit the The station is owned by NBC, and 





over the past weekend. 


nomination.early in January and!/ was built in 1924 by General Elee- 
have it acted on at that time. tric, 


against such dictation,” would be re-| 


the 78th Congress is about to throw | James R. MacPherson, are members > 


| for the writer, Leonard Soll, head 
| of Chi Daily Times’ amusement ad- 
| vertising dept. Soll resigns 
Times Dec. 29, to join Cantor's staff 
in Hollywood Jan, 1. 

A Timesman for the past eight 
years, Soll was introduced to Cantor 
by Irv Kupcinet, Times Columnist. 
and was asked to turn out some gags 
for Cantor's Navy airer, following 
Kupcinet’s recommendation. Despite 
limited script experience, which has 
included only college and _ other 
amateur skits, Cantor considered 
Soll good enough for an on-the-spot 
bid, wrapping up the deal with a 
contract last Thursday (14). 


| show at the end of this month. Ken- | ceived. 
|nedy does his last stint Dec. 31. A| . The House of Commons Radio| 
| guest star policy, using tenors main- | Fommittee expressed belief during 
lly. is being substituted, leadoff man | rd Jast Ben pera oe the House er 
| being Bob Shaefer, from the legit | roe programs, Soap operas am 
j 





Branch Out on Own 


Blue network will have its own 
separate staff of sound effects men 


| shortly after the first of the year. | 


| Exact date depends on availability 
(of new thunder-and-lightning ma-_ 
chines, «te. 

Because of the equipment short- 
age, Blue has been using NBC door 
slammers. New AFRA contract be- 
ing negotiated for NBC’s soundmen 
will be made applicable to the Blue | 
| Staffers, when the split becomes ef- 
| fective. 

AFRA is conducting talks on new 
sound contracts with NBC and CBS 
simultaneously. 
10% pay hike has been agreed on. | 
with other points likely to be settled | 
this week. 








Repeat Slate for AFRA 
Seems in the Bageroo 


Mail voting on new officers of the | 
N. Y. AFRA local is now taking 
place, balloting closing Dec. 26. 
Figured to be a walk-in for the | 
nominees listed, there being no op- | 
position slate. Ballots, however, in- | 
clude write-in spaces. 

Candidates are House Jameson for | 
prez; Ben Grauer, Eric Dressler. | 
Alex McKee, Margaret Speaks and 
Ned Wever for veepees: Alan Bunce 
for treasurer and Evelyn Mac- 
Gregor for recording secretary. 








from | 


Understood that a} 


| Bergen 


last Saturday (16) Richard P., 
McKeon, dean of the Humanities di- 
vision: Avery ). Craven, professor 
of American history and Bernard 
M. Loomer, professor of theology, 
had asked to be relieved after ex- 
|} pressing displeasure at the ay Wil- 
| lian Benton v.p.) in charge of 
| adio vas directing the progran 
, Claiming they were “consistently ig- 
| nored” in determining policy, topics 
| and speakers for the broadcasts 
Members of the new advisory 
committee are Ralph Beals library 
director, chairman, and Leon Car- 
novsky, Theodore Schultz, O. J. 
Jolles, Dr. E, Eileen Hite, Jerome 
Kerwin, Herman Blumer, Cyrus O. 
Houle, Virgil Herrick and Everett 
C. Olson, all profs, associate profs 


ol tructors at the school 


WENR, Chi, Joins Growing 
List of Outlets Using 
Sapolio on Spot Plugs 


Chicago, Dec. 19 
Close on the heels of similar rules 
laid down in the past couple of 
weeks by WWJ, Detroit, and WJZ, 
N.Y Rov McLaughlin. WENR sta- 


. has announced a new 
tion break policy to take effect 
1. On that date WENR will accept 
no more chain breaks or one-minute 
announcements advertising laxatives 
deodorants, etc., of 


its operation. station 


tion meg! 


; 
slae- 


Jan. 


during any hou 
Furthermore, 
periods between 

will 


break 7 and 9 pm. 
(CWT) unavailable for any 
commercial use, except time signals. 


be 


Commercial station breaks will be 
continued at all other times during 
the daytime and evening hours. 
WENR is the first local outlet to 
take this stand 

In a letter last week directed to 
agencies and sponsors, McLaughlin 
pointed out that all chain break 
announcements will be = scrutinized 


by the program department to build 
better and greater audience accept- 
|} ance, must be in harmony with ad- 
| jacent programs, must be short and 
pleasant to hear and may be re- 
moved or dropped at any time in the 
interests of good programming. 
Electrical transcriptions will con- 
tinue to be accepted but the station 
will encourage use of live copy. 
McLaughlin further added that sing- 
ing commercials will not be banned 
but will be required to meet very 
stringent standards. 


ROY WINSOR’S NEW 





7 = | DIRECTORIAL SETUP. 
Blue Ack-Ack Men to | 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Roy W. Winsor, who has been di- 
rector of the “Ma Perkins” strip for 
several years, has been appointed sue 
pervisory director of all radio shows 
produced out of the local Dancer, 
Fitzgerald & Sample office. 

Winsor has been with the DFS oute- 


| fit since its organization, coming over 
| from Blackett, Sample & Hummert 


when the agency split up. Phil Bow- 
man now directs the “Perkins” show. 


Don Ameche Vice Corey 


Don Ameche returned to the Chase 
& Sanborn show Sunday” (17) as 
regular emcee after appearing in- 
termittently guest shots. Edgar 
has long been dissatisfied 





in 


'with the program’s middle spot and 


while in New York signed Irwin 
Corey, N.Y. nitery monologist. He 
came west with the show but failed 
to work out to the client’s satisfac- 
tion and after several huddles at the 
J. Walter Thompson agency it was 
decided to mak a change to 
strengthen the spot. 


Deal was closed last week for 
Ameche to resume his former duties 
as emcee and participate in other 
elements of the show. He draws 
second billing to Bergen and NBC 
has requested that the newspape! 
logs read: Bergen-Ameche. Guest 
star policy will continue. 
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Time For a Showdown 


Sooner or later the radio industry will realize that it must have 
a showdown with James C. Petrillo. The way it looks now, no 
better opportunity has presented itself than the current clash 
between Petrillo’s American Federation of Musicians (AFM) 
and the National Assn. of Broadcast Engineers and Technicians 
(NABET). It may mean headaches and grief galore for NBC and 
the Blue, which are sandwiched in between NABET and the AFM, 
but there’s no doubt about it: it has to be done. 


The off-the-record attitude taken by other labor leaders in 
radio toward Petrillo is illuminating. They, too, agree that Pe- 
trillo is going too far. They, too, realize that Petrillo’s attitude 
is one which seriously injures the entire labor movement. They 
too, say that something must be done to clarify and regulate the 
control which one man can exert over an industry, be it large or 


small. 


Worst of it is that Petrillo, in many cases, has been right. Any 
labor leader who wants his membership to share equitably in the 
profits of their industry is right. He was right, essentially, in the 
recording dispute—until he flaunted the President. He has been 
right in demanding improved working conditions for musicians— 
in radio, night clubs—theatres. 


But in the NABET situation he has gone off the deep end. In 
this instance the facts are crystal clear. 


ter-turning control. Both networks had contracts, now expired, 
giving that same control to NABET. The National Labor Rela- 
tions Board has awarded the disc flipping jurisdiction to NABET, 
save in Chicago. 


Now Petrillo wants to have NABET cede its jurisdiction, despite 
the NLRB decision, and wants the chains to carry out a contract 
which, insofar as the platter-turning clause is concerned, now 
violates a Government agency’s edict. He offers as the alterna- 
tive wildcat strikes paralyzing top network commercials. NABET 
says that if the webs, at Petrillo’s insistence, violate the NLRB 
award, thus selling NABET down the river, its engineers will walk. 
The chains are between a sweat and a swivet. 


But it’s far more than a question of selling one union out at the 
expense of another. It’s a question of whether network policy, 
and all of broadcasting’s policy, is to be determined by fear of a 
powerful leader and by fear of loss of revenue should he call 
strikes. 

The way out is action. Action through the appropriate legal 


channels, placing the issue before the WLB, and if necessary, the 
U. 8. courts, for a final, binding showdown. 


4 Webs Get Directors’ Guild Demand 
To Set Date for Contract Negotiations 


Demand that they set a date for? 
negotiations on a contract covering 
directors was made on the four net- 
works Mon. (18) by the Radio Di- 
rectors Guild. Request, in the form 


of a letter signed by Jerry Devine, 
RDG president, was addressed to the 
web presidents, 

Guild’s letter noted that the or- 
ganization was “the duly designated 








Peace, It’s Wonderful! 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Radio editors here did a little 
eye-popping last week when they 
received a handout from WIP 
praising a couple of WCAU 
staffers. Fraternization between 
stations hag been as much _ ver- 
boten as that between GIs and 


Nazis. 
-Tenresentative for collective bargain- aie . 
ing of a majority of the directors} ~;. 7° -S'rh--from WIP’s tub-. 
” thumper, John J. Kelly, kudoed 
ar ree.uy yOu,” snd eaned that a Bob Pryor, WCAU’s promotion 
time and place for negotiation meet-| (2 : 6 aan —— on 
ings be set as soou as possible. It is WCAU’s chatter-columnist, for 


believed that the four networks, as 
is done on all AFRA contracts, will 
negotiate jointly. 

Meanwhile, Blue called a meeting 


of its director staff for yesterday 
(Tues.). Not known whether this 


the latter doing a cuffo stand- 
in chore for Stoney McLinn, 
WIP sports ed, who had recently 
been ill. Pryor arranged the 
deal. McLinn was released from 
the hospital latter part of last 
week and has returned to the 
mike. 


WWB ‘BOMBS’ WON BY 
STERNBERGER; KATE 


Estelle Sternberger, WQXR, N. Y., 
cross-the-board commentator spon- 
sored by Ludwig Baumann, rates 
four bombs (maximum bomb-tribute 
is five) in the (Dec.) ap- 


on the plan to revamp the pay sys- 
tem for Blue directors by eliminat- 
ing commercial fees and hiking base 
Day. 

Guild is keeping the demands it 
will make under cover until its reps 
face execs of the four webs over a 
bargaining table. It will ask, how- 
ever, for minimum salaries, a spe- 
cified work week and standard work- 
ing conditions. Directors, it 1s in- 
foed, hope to establish uniform 
practices at all four webs. They will 
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(SEEK SOLID 
TO BUCK PET! 


Indications that the current juris- 
clash between 
of Broadcast Engineers 
Technicians (NABET) and the 
(AFM) may 


showdown 





of Musicians 
to between 
broadcasting industry and the 


are growing. 


the Nat'l} 


and | 
Am. | 
yet | 
the | 
AFM | 
There is a mounting | 


movement, within radio, for various 


segments of the industry to join NBC 
and the Blue in a showdown. 
Among factions participating in 
the harassed NBC and 
Blue are other networks; the Nat'l 


Ass’n of Broadcasters and _ indies, 
NAB, it is said, is urging Niles Tram- 
imell, NBC president, and Mark | 
| Woods, Blue prexy, to renew 


| 
AFM has contracts with NBC and Blue giving that union plat- 


} are 


NABET’s contract giving that union 
platter turning jurisdiction, — 
than to James C. Petrillo, who has 
contracts with these two webs giv- 
ing him that control. This contract is 
now regarded as violating an NLRB 
decision giving NABET disc-flipping 
jurisdiction except in Chicago. At 
the same time, a spokesman for an- 
other web, some of whose stations 
also using NABET men, but 
whose contracts have not expired, 


' declared his chain would give full 
| support 


if an 


| isn't achieved. 


Plea for broadcasters to have it 
| out with Petrillo was made last week 
| by Calvin J. Smith, of KFAC. Los 


| station men. 
| clash 


Angeles (indie) in a wire to other 
Smith said the present 
with Petrillo was the most 
“vital since ASCAP,” and that “same 
fumbling will result unless imme- 
diate stand is taken by entire indus- 
try.” 

Negotiations between NABET 
| Blue and NBC are still going on, with 
one of the negotiators stating rela- 
| tions “looked much better.” Jurisdic- 


tional angle was to be taken up yes- 


terday (Tues.) or today. NABET has 
notified the chains that if it does 
not retain flapjack control, it 


is threatening wildcat strikes if his 
contract is not enforced. NABET’s 
other demands are for a raise over 
the present $227 per month minimum 
for a 40-hour week. 


Daytimers Feel 
Retrenchments; 
Doc Malone’ Off 


Another daytime serial bows out 
of the picture after the first of the 
year in the wake of merchandising 
retrenchment, cancellation of prod- 
uct, ete. 





that its Stams-plugging soaper, 
Changing World.” 
the CBS schedule, with the fadeout 
of the vitamin product, General 
Foods has notified the network that 
after the Jan. 5 broadcast the four- 
year-old “Young Dr. Malone” serial 
would exit from the daytime picture. 


Retrenchment of GF’s cereal divi- 
sion cued the decision. 
With “Dr. Malone” going out of 


the 2:30-2:45 slot, the P & G-Camay 
“Perry Mason” 
its present 2:45-3 p.m. niche, 
time to be occupied by the 
and Tim” show currently heard 


latter 
“Tena 





80 after an ad agency contract when 
the web deal is set. 

Action for a contract came after 
the Guild had spent a year studying 
Conditions at the chains and plann- 
ing its contract demands. Outfit is 
two and half-years old, starting as a 
Social club. It now has 200 mem- 
bers, offices being, besides Devine, 


praisal of war-related air programs | 
just released by the Writers’ War | 
Board. Board tosses bouquets at) 
Miss Sternberger for “consistently | 
giving a constructive, democratic | 
interpretation of the news, foster- | 
ing an enlightened public opinion.” | 
Kate Smith, “for her eloquent | 


Bil plea for racial and religious toler- 
a Robson, CBS, veepee; Bill] ance” in a recent guest appearance 
weets, ‘freelance, secretary, and|on the Gulf-Oil “We, The People” 


Harry Ackerman, Young & Rubi- 
Cam, treasurer. Council has Lindsay 
MacHarrie and Stu Buchanan, Blue; 
Tony Leader, NBC; Dodie Yates, 
and _ Lester 
O'Keefe, J. Walter Thompson. 


show, is tossed two bombs, with a 
two-bomb rating also going to the 
CBS “Bright Horizon” Lever Bros. 
serial. Latter is singled out for 
“offering an informative study of 
servicemen rehabilitation.” 








3:15-3:30. This, in turn, will open 
a middle of the afternoon slot for a 
sustainer, again pointing up the pos- 
sibility of CBS going into the year 
with a more balanced programming 
setup to loosen up the heretofore 
solid soaper daytime picture. 
“Malone” exit leaves GF with 


three CBS daytimers—‘Two On a 
Clue,” Kate Smith and “Joyce Jor- 
dan.” Benton & Bowles is the 


agency on the GF cereal (Bran) ac- 
count. 





Kansas City—Russ Gardner new 
mikeman at KCKN, Mutual night- 
time outlet here. 


| ress, 











| year 
amicable settlement | 


| 


| 


will | 
strike within 72 hours, while Petrillo | 25). 


Following on the heels of! 
last week's Standard Brands notice | 
“This | 
would check off | 


Phil Morris To 


| their top talent to lure listeners. 
| nets, 
| Roosevelt's 


| civilians 
| 
and 


| Bill Bendix, 











Energine Removes Spot 
On Blue for ‘Best Girls’ 


“My Best Girls,” the Blue network 
Wednesday night (8:30-9) show spon- 
sored by Energine goes off on Jan. 
10, sponsor deciding to drop its mer- 
chandising via radio. Neither the 
web nor the client has been partic- 
ularly enthused over the show’s prog- 
“Girls” winding up with a 2.6 
rating on the last Hooper. 

Biue, in fact, not long ago asked 
Energine to yank the show in line 
with net’s policy to hypo its night- 
time programming. Request was 
withdrawn later but the sponsor 
finally decided for itself to call it 
quits. 


Global Motif To 
Highlight Yuletide 
Web, Indie Shows 


Christmas season in radio this 
will be marked by a distinct 
international flavor, with both net- 
works and N. Y. indies featuring 
Overseas pickups among their high- 
lights. Additionally, several of the 
webs are rolling out an array of 
All 
besides, will carry President 
Xmas Eve broadcast, 
service personnel 
throughout the world, as well as 
at home. Another dis- 
tinct characteristic of this year’s 
broadcasts will be the sober feeling 
induced by the nation’s fourth war- 
time Xmas. 

While the Yuletide motif 


directed to 


will 


| make its appearance on many shows 


starting today (Wednesday) climax 
will be hit Sunday and Monday (24- 
Topping CBS's list is its two- 
Elgin show, with the complete 
talent lineup including Burns and 
Allen, Carmen Miranda, Bob Hope, 
Joseph Szigeti, Bing Crosby, Jack 
Benny, Ginny Simms, Rochester, 
Barbara Jo Allen, Charioteers and 
Don Ameche, show airing Xmas 
Day. International flavor will figure 
in CBS's “Xmas Overseas,” with cor- 
respondents reporting on GI cele- 
brations. 

Blue is also unveiling a two-hour 
Xmas Day sesh, using its top names 
in Hollywood and N. Y. Bluesters 
skedded to air will be Paul White- 
man, Alan Young, Walter Winchell, 
Andy Russell, Gracie 
Fields, Joe E. Brown, Ed Wynn and, 
tentatively, Ethel Barrymore. 

NBC activities include a Holly- 
wood-Hawaiian airer to be mc’d by 
Bob Hope, Dec. 24, a special “Army 
Hour” (24) and a special event 
wherein children of servicemen 

(Continued on page 24) 


hour 





Drop ‘Ignorant 


“It Pays to Be Ignorant,” comedy- 


| quizzer starring Tom Howard, is be- 


show moves in from| 





ing dropped by Philip Morris, its 
sponsor, after the Jan. 26 stanza, 
with bankroller currently shopping 
around for new show to fill the spot. 
Program is heard Fridays in the CBS 
9-9:30 p.m. niche. 

Show, which originated as a sus- 
taining stanza on Mutual in 1942, 
then was sponsored locally on WOR, 
N.Y., for Piel’s Beer, began on CBS 
for the ciggie account in March, 
1943. George Shelton, Lulu MeCon- 
nell and Harry MacNaughton have 
been featured on “Ignorant,” with 
Howard, since its origination. 





Cincinnati. — Newest singing star 
on the staff of WCKY is Mary Gale, 
soloist with the staff orchestra 
directed by Theodore Hahn, Jr. 

















INT Blue Night Sked Gets Overhauling: 
0) Wynn's Face Lift; 7-7:30 Goes Co-Op 


+ 


Drastic overhauling of its night- 
time program setup, one of the prin- 


cipal objectives of the Blue’s new 
regime, was finally accomplished 
yesterday (Tues.) with a slew of 
shows affected. Shifts are in line 
with previous reports tipping the 
Blue’s desire to break up evening 
strip shows in a move aimed at 


hypoing Hooperatings. Virtually all 
changes take place next month ana 


|in some cases will involve produc- 


tion revamping as well. 

Ed Wynn program for Borden’s 
moves to the Mon. 9 p.m. slot op- 
posite “Lux Radio Theatre” (CBS) 
and “Telephone Hour” (NBC), Jan. 
15. Stanza is also getting a new 
producer, George McGarrett, and is 
testing three new writers. Ray 
Knight, who had been handling, stays 


with Young & Rubicam, McGarrett 
being brought in to provide a new 
slant to Wynn's’ format-material 
headaches. Dave Elton, formerly 
with the Eddie Cantor show, and 
Johnny Martin, who had been with 
Wynn, are on the production staff 


under McGarrett 
“Famous Jury Trials” (Williamson 
Candy), moves Jan. 12 from Fri. 8:30 
to 9 p.m. same night, replacing 
“Gangbusters,” being dropped by 
Sloan’s Liniment. Meanwhile, Mc- 
Kesson & Robbins is considering the 
time “Jury” is vacating for a new 
show. It now has Joe E. Brown's 
“Stop or Go” on Sundays at 8:30. 
“Counterspy,” for Mail Pouch 
Tobacco, goes into the Wed. 8:30 p.m. 
segment, Jan. 17, its time being in- 
herited by Wynn. Hastings Tool & 
Die moves Earl Godwin from 10 
p.m., Fri. to 8 p.m., Thurs., on Jan. 
11. while Westinghouse moves Ted 
Malone from 10:15 p.m. Mon.-Tues.- 
Wed. to 8:00 p.m. those same nights. 
Hires Root Beer, which is drop- 
ping Horace Heidt, as reported, has 
bought Prindle & Niles, Coast com- 
edy show, for Wed., 10 p.m., starting 
Jan. 24, while the 10 p.m. slot Thurs. 
will be occupied by Fred Waring 
(Owens-Illinois) starting Jan. 4. 
Chelsea cigarets figure in changes 
both as to time and program format 
with its Guy Lombardo presenta- 
tion, which goes from Sat. 10 p.m, 
to Mon. 10 p.m., New Year’s Day. 
Moving into the 10 p.m. Sat. time 
is Lockheed’s “Man Called X” with 
Herbert Marshall effective Jan. 6. 


Lombardo is dropping his “Musical 


Autograph” idea to emphasize both 
nostalgic and new tunes. 

Two other changes are pending. 
Elgin Watch is slated to take it’s 
“Keep up with the World,” from 
10:30 Sunday night to 9 p.m. Wed., 
starting Jan. 3, but hadn't confirmed 
up to presg time (Tues.). Manhat- 
tan Soap similarly is to decide on 
taking “Scramby Amby,” now on 
Wed. at 10:30 p.m. to Fri. at 10. No 
date given. 

With the departure from the 7 
p.m. time of the Waring, Wynn and 
Hire’s shows, the Blue is opening up 
that half-heur across-the-board for 
a strong pitch to affiliates to climb 
aboard the web co-op bandwagon. 
First move was the spotting of Ray- 
mond Gram Swing in the 7:15-7:30 
niche on a co-op basis with an as yet 
undesignated -program to go into 
the preceding quarter-hour. Both 
periods will be sold by individual 
affiliates to sponsors in their locali- 
ties. Tip is that 7 p.m. co-opper will 
rank with Swing as far as program- 
ming strength is concerned. 


ALAN DALE REPORTED 
EXITING NBC INFO JOB 


Alan Dale is reported exiting as 
NBC Director of Information at the 
end of January. He’s held the post 
for the past three and a half years, 
operating under exec veepee-gen. 
mgr. Frank Mullen. 

Pending bowout of Dale follows 
on the heels of John McKay exiting 
as the web’s press chief. 


GLAMOR MANOR EAST 
Hollywood, Dec. 19. 
“Glamor Manor” moves to N. ¥. 
after Jan. 12 broadcast for closer . 
supervision by client in effort to 


improve rating. 
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etwork of 


NBC leads the field 














BOB HOPE—Pepsodent 
Champion of Champions 
Best Comedian 


Best Comedy Show 











INFORMATION PLEASE—Heinz 
Best Quiz Show 








BING CROSBY-—Kraft 
Best Master of Ceremonies 
Best Male Vocalist (Popular) 








JOHN CHARLES THOMAS—Westinghouse 
Best Male Vocalist (Classical) 





JOAN DAVIS—Sealtest 
Best Comedienne 


BILL STERN—Colgate 
: Best Sports Announcer 


eee ee et 
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DINAH SHORE—General Foods 
Best Feminine Vocalist (Popular) 














FIBBER MceGEE & MOLLY—Johnson’s Wax 
Best Comedy Team ; 





THE ARMY HOUR—NBC 
Best War Program 








ARTURO TOSCANINI—General Motors 
Best Symphony Conductor 
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a . p * * r 
FOR THE PAST NINE YEARS, or ever since the Fame-Motion 
Picture Daily Poll began, the highest honor—‘Champion of 
Champions”—has gone to an NBC star. This year it’s Bob Hope 
for the fourth successive time. Other NBC programs and per- 
sonalities are champions, too, taking a grand total of 13 first 
places ... more than all other networks combined. And once 
| again NBC’s Press service was rated the best in the business. 
a 
) 
| 
CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS BEST WAR PROGRAM BEST MASTER OF CEREMONIES 
3 out of 5 on NBC Top 2 out of 3 on N BC Top 2 out of 3 on NBC 
Bob Hope (Pepsodent) The Army Hour Bing Crosby (Kraft Cheese) 
Bing Crosby (Kraft Cheese) Words at War Clifton Fadiman (Heinz) 
Jack Benny (Lucky Strike) BEST FEMININE VOCALIST 
| (Papaler) BEST QUIZ PROGRAM 
BEST COMEDY SHOW P / 8 on NBC 
3 out of 3 on NBC Top 2 out of 3 on NBC out of : on ! P 
Bob Hope (Pepsodent) Di nah Shore (Gene ral Foods) ; sap gigs dey gee 
Jack Benny (Lucky Strike) Ginny Simms (Philip Morris) Peer Ae 
Duffy's ‘Tavern (Bristol-Myers) BEST MALE VOCALIST BEST NEWS COMMENTATOR 
(Popular) ‘ 
stad | ee _..BEST COMEDIAN Bee 2 aut of 38 an NBC 4 owt of $on NBC 
Top 2 out of 3 on NBC “Bing Crosby (K raft Calas = EST LawenPhaamaa- (Sas OD.-..—- oma eames 2a, 7 Tes Ey as. 
Bob Hope (Pepsodent) ; Dick Haymes (Electric Auto-Lite) oP Sas mates ae 
Jack Benny (Lucky Strike) | 
BEST MALE VOCALIST BEST STUDIO ANNOUNCER 
BEST COMEDY TEAM (Classical) 2 out of 3 on NBC % 
2 out of 3 on NBC _ Top 2 out of 3 on NBC Don Wilson (Lucky Strike) 
Fibber McGee & Molly (Johnson’s Wax) John Charles Thomas (Westinghouse) Harry Von Zell* (General Foods) 
Abbott & Costello (R. J. Reynolds) Richard Crooks (Firestone) *also heard on another network 
—-  caiaialinaaiiaiaiemamamnemmndanenee’ 
oa > | »* 
: America’s No. 1 Network 
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semble early in the new year. 
larly, studies and the preparation of | 
data on organizational structure and 
membership are being made by the/ ture. this will be but a 
Coast research firm of Lee & Losch 
and in the east by Hill & Knowlton, | ™) 


both of which have been retained to 
the | 


help facilitate the pattern for 
Academy 

Meanwhile erving a i 
pian on a temporary Da 
variou efinement 
wi a out, Sa yrospt 
up by Norman Corwin and R 
Helle the independent rada 
duc who a ted Co 
re t “This Is War” broadc 
missioned b the Treas ' i 
Depts. Both Corwin and Heller | 
been playing prominent roles 


molding industry interest and active 


participation in the Academ) 


Simi- 


Radio’s Big Expansion Plan 


Continued from page 1 


| minor function; similarly, the Acade- 











will embrace presentation of awards 
for outstanding achievement, similar 
to the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences, in the overall pic- 


relatively 


will assume no responsibility in 
the field of economic relations within 


the industry. Nor will it concern 
itself with wages or other working 
‘onditions, leaving that to the vari 
is and unio wit! the - 
’ f et u Rather 
t Aca Oo 5 ‘DIN 
{ ; { is progratl z 
' objectives tl lis 
yf vorking relatio 
AG i i lall ¢ i i 
| N al © i i 
rary oft recordings, wtt ’ 
ture related to radio and other data 
|ineluding those from fore coun- 
tries: serving as a liaison between 


Primary objective is to facilitate a| 


close: 
branches of the radio industry in fos- 
tering cultural, educational, commer- 
cial and technological 
from a 
standpoint 


a 


collaboration among 


progress, 
national and 
Behind the 
only to make 


move not 


more distinctive art medium by 


of 


a more 


raqalio 


forceful contributior 


all | 


| 
| 
| 


international | 
Academy) 


national culture, but one seen cued | 


to 


quarter-century 
reached the turning point in its ca- 
Thus it’s felt by many that, to 
compete in 
other 
along new 


Teer. 


radio must have the courage 
branch out in all directions to 


brace new and original ideas in pro- 
duction, advertising, commercial en- 


realization that 
milestone, 


the 


the postwat 
radio must 


era 
media, 


terprise, etc. 


While part of the Academy’s setup 


radio, at 


proceed 
lines and, in effect, now 
that the experimental stage is over, 





EE 





—— 





Chicago ’ 
ONLY 
24 HOUR 


STATION 


W-I-N-D 


WATT 





| 


| 


| tors, 


radio educators and schools and uni- | 
versities; publication of directors | 
listing radio writers, producers, ac-| 
etc. 

Establishment of the Academy has | 
created considerable interest at the | 


various exploratory meetings held] 
thus far, with the move gaining mo 
mentum on the Coast last montl 
when the Radio Writers Gu initi- 


ated its own study of the various as- 
pects to dovetail its own Suggestions | 
with those propounded in other in-| 
dustry quarters. Along with network 
toppers, indie broadcasters, ad agen- 
cies, etc., American Federation of 
Radio Artists’ interest is also mani- 
fested, with likelihood that it'll pro- 
ject itself prominently into the pic- 
ture. 

Meanwhile, it’s been cautioned that 
an Academy of Radio Arts and Sci- 
ences, Inc., listing Pittsburgh as its| 
headquarters, has been making a bid 
for attention recently via its solicita- 
tion of “honorary membership” at 25« 
a throw, which fetches the dono1 a 
certificate. However, the Pittsburgh 
outfit, whoSe aims have thus fal 
mystified many of those who have 
been solicited, is in no way identi- 
fied with the new setup 





KEEW Joins Blue 
Brownsville, Tex., Dec 
T. Frank Smith, of Houston, 
been named head of the Eagle Broad- | 
casting Co., owners and operators of 
KEEW here. 


i9. | 
has | 


KXYZ, Houston. 
KEEW becomes a Blue Network 





outlet, 


‘| Eve Kate Smith Hoopla 





‘Bojangles-Hot Mikado’ 


In Works for New Year's |__ Station Price 


——_—— (Continued from page 19 








were only “a partial list of impor- 
| tant transfers.” Since that time, there 

Plans currently being set will spot| have been other transfers. Of these, 
Bill Robinson in a revival of “Hot| the nine most important brought 


CBS Unable To 


Share GI Airer 


Unique situation whereby inde. 





Mikado” on the Kate Smith CBS | more than $3,000,000. 
show, Dec. 31. Move is aimed at| Most y Sage res te _— posi 
tvin rogram.a typical Broad- | 8°" on the market within the past | 
vg Vas. program ye _— . year had never been sold before. 
way atmosphere to tie in with New 


; *| They weve built up by their found- | 
Year’s eve. Robinson did “Mikado”! ers. From the relatively few which 





| NBC 


| 9:30 


Smith also is associat- | 
ed with KRIS, Corpus Christi, and | 

















as a legiter several years ago, on| had changed. hands before, however, | 
Broadway and at the N. Y¥. World’s| some idea can be gained of the dizzy | 
Fair ; vay in which values have mounted 
‘Chrletonns show'll be high The newest sale, apptoved emi; 
lighted with the “Aldrich Family”| 10 days ago by FCC was WPEN, 1 
oing @ guest st Margaret O’Brien | Philadelphia. The Evening Bulletit 
nnd 1] - Se Merle | Plunked ; down $620,000 to Ards 
oO non J 14 Bulova for WPEN, a _ 5,000-watte1 
ffiliate of the Atlantic Coast net 
- = ——— - work, and its FM station. WPEN-FM 
Sales covers 100° of the stock 
4,000,000 Bulova bought the station five years 
ago for $160,000. Allowing for the 
as Continued from page 19 Sa addition of the FM outlet and any} 
men will have to sell against Lux | othe: improvements, some members 


Radio Theatre and ‘Info Please” on| of FCC and many Congressmen are 


Monday nights; “Fibber McGee,” | wondering why its value has quad- 
Tuesday; “Mr. D.A.,” Wednesday; | rupled. 
the Joan Davis-Jack Haley show, Bulova Sales Figures 
part of NBC’s Thursday night pow- Two other recent Bulova transfers | 
erhouse, and the “Hit Parade” Sat- ilso show interesting jumps in 
urdays weakest OpposIitio woulda value WCOP in Boston was sold to 
be “People Are Fi nny aired F1 the Iowa Broadcasting Co. (Cowle 
days. | Brothers) for $225,000. Bulova | 
Contrariwise, of course, Mutual} bought it May 26, 1936 for $57,000. | 


stands to benefit even more than the} It is a 500-watter. Bulova sold 
added gross would indicate. It} WNBC, Hartford, to the Yankee net- | 
would bolster the web’s ad agency} work for $225,000. Station was sold | 
position generally and have an im-|in June, 1936, for $51,000 It’s a 
portant morale_effect on its affili- | 5,000-watter. 

ates, particularly those dually-af- | Charles & James Stuart plunked 
filiated stations also hooked up with! gown $250.000 for 100% control of | 
the Blue. Another impressive factor} KOI1,, Omaha, last April. Nine years | 


in favor of Mutual will be proof of| ago, the station brought $110.000. 
its ability to clear time on an ex- 
" Bulova 


tensive list of stations, an important ge Haven atin 
a ged view of the SRO on| wilder e al, last June, for $185,000 
slated to keep its gaa paid $57,000 eight years be- 
; | tore, 
vailediinn oF tas co te i Perhaps the most sensational — 
cials, Feenamint’s “Double or Noth- was the transfer of Wink, indian- 
ing” and Conti's Shampoo’s musical japolis. Fae Tae noperns show that) 
show. Downey will probably get a | five and one-half years ago, 51% of | 
new time. He now airs at 3 p.m. on | cnt SPER DRCUES SAE Seaver =e | 
the Blue. across-the-board | was sold last May to the Indian-} 
| apolis News for $440,000 for 100% of 
|the stock. Allowing for increased | 


Al Williams Starting | wattage in a couple of these cases, | 


‘ for general improvements to the | 
Honolulu Radio Course property and other things, there still 
Albert N. Williams, New York 


is something for Congress to worry | 

- ‘ about. | 
radio writer from NBC and CIAA, peo hie tin btentiw in hie} 
is now an ensign in the Navy sta- urr put the issuC ay = 
tioned in Honolulu. 


blow-off in July when he criticized | 
Starting in January, Williams will] 


the sales of WJLD, Bessemer, Ala., 
conduct a radio course at the Uni- for $106,000; of WINX, Washington, 
versity of Hawaii on the side. 


“Spotlight” is 


; 


| 


for $500,000; and of WQXR, New 
York, for nearly $1,000,000. 
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Global Motif 


Continued from page 21 





overseas will talk to their fathers in 
a transatlantic exchange. Fathers 
will be brought in from England, 
France and Italy. Program is 
called “Merry Xmas, Daddy,” airing 
at 12:30 Xmas Day. “Army Hour” 
will spreadeagle the world, bringing 
in remotes from Germany, the | 
Mariannas, China, Greenland, Leyte, 
Norfolk Island, Alaska, Panama, 
Maly, etc. M. c. will be Pfc. John J 
Smith, just returned three 
years’ duty overseas. 

Mutual will carry, in addition to 
FDR, Xmas greetings from King 
George VI, Maj. Gen. William R. 
Arnold, chief of Army chaplains, the 
first reading of Archbishop Francis 
J. Spellman's “Prayer for Children,” 
a BBC show on international Xmas 
customs and a Navy pickup from 
Honolulu. 

Local stations in N. Y. have a sim- 
ilar international motif, topped by 
WMCA’s 20-hour program’ with 
some 500 N. Y. servicemen due to 
send greetings to thei? families. 
WNEW similarly has a number of 
shortwave programs lined up. Sta- 
tion will also air FDR Dec. 24, as 
will numerous other indies. Tele- 
vision outlets in N. Y. are also set 
to telecast special Xmas features. 

As always, virtually every pro- 
gram on the air, sustaining or com- 
mersh, will plug Yuletide. Since 
Xmas itself is on Monday, meaning 
many soap operas wlil be on the 
air, scripters have a headache. It 
means shitfing from the customary 
cliff hanging technique, with its 
gloom and misery, to one with a 
reasonable facsimile of Xmas joy. 
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Rodgers Back to KQV 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. 
After 14 months in the Navy, 
Tommy Rodgers has returned to 
staff of KQV, iocal Blue outlet, as 
director of special events. 











vet question — 


cumulated 


| pendent stations have asked a net- 


work for permission to broadcast 
one of the chain’s programs has 
arisen in connection with CBS's “As. 
signment Home.” Although program 
is only two weeks old, it has cre- 
ated amazing impact, due to its 
handling of the veterans’ rehabilita- 


tion and readjustment question 
Since the program started (9) 
CBS has received a large number 


from indie: 
‘Assignment” can be 


for 1 


of inquiries asking if 


made available 
While there’ 4 
SPOS1t10 might 
against it CBS 
feels that while so important a sub- 
ject should be given widest coverage 
possible, it cannot put itself in the 
position of possibly embarrassing its 
own affiliates by making a Columbia 
program available to opposish sta- 
tions. 

Another figuring is that 
CBS is of the opinion that the more 
individual thinking that 
programming on the veterans 
tion, the better it will be, not only 
for the ex-GIs themselves, but for 
the civilians affected. CBS holds to 
the belief that rather than have 
other stations reflect CBS’s attitude, 
by airing “Assignment,” the indies 
should develop their own approach 
and thereby contribute new thoughts 
to the subject. Chain believes that 
in view of the many angles to the 
rehabilitation, reem- 
ployment to the tune of 10,000,000 
jobs, and readjustment from military 
to civilian life—there should be no 
paucity of program ideas. At the 
same time, Columbia is willing to 
farm out its extensive research (ac- 
over a period of months 
in preparation for “Assignment,”’) to 
the indies. 

Also tending to hamper 


ebroadcasts 
yare chance suc! di 


be made, odds are 


reason 


into 
ques- 


o 
goes 


distribu- 


tion of the program to non-affiliates, 
would be the transcription fees in- 
volved on the part of musicians and 
actors, as well as the attitude of af- 
filiates, who might beef at the loss 


of exclusiveness, 


even on a public 


service program 

















LOOKING 


' TOWARD 


TOMORROW 


Alert, as always, to the new 
developments in broadcast 
advertising, KDYi has al- 
ready given the people of 
the Utah market a fore- 
taste of the coming wonders 
of television through many 
public demonstrations. 


A LONG-TIME 
LEADER 


Redio homes in this market 
—and 970 of every 1,000 
Utah homes have radios— 
for many years have recog- 
nized KDYL leadership in 
radie entertainment. A staff 
of talented announcers, 
trained in the art of show- 
manship, assures advertisers 
of full effectiveness for their 
messages over this station. 











National Representative 
JOHN BLAIR & CO. 





Se oaseeetieanedenenanenenann 


—~ 


| 








ssid» ches tan ied Ba » or sais Tile ban 3 a SOREL LS IS EI A PE = eRe oe . 
4 

















~ ~ 
Wednesday, December 20, 1944 VARIETY RADIO 28 ite 
ft 
week....Sylvan Taplinger, formerly with CBS and Kate Smith, out of the | it 
e 3 Army....Quent Rernolds in from the Coast tomorrow (Thurs.) and starts | ues el ‘ | 
7 : : ° 9 . ° = y . - : | 8 
' his meship on “Radio Reader’s Digest” New Year's eve....Tidewater Oil if 
ar rom ro uc on en es has bought WCOP, Boston, and WIBG, Philadelphia, for a tri-city chain i) 
. . . yu : T ; } 
if on Madison Sq. Garden collegiate basketball games. N.Y. outlet is WINS, | mi) i 
; with out-of-town pickups to go on when the Garden has other attractions A 
FO+ees } ....Casting: Louise Lorrimer for “Amanda of Honeymoon Hill”; Mary { 
IN NEW YORK CITY Rolte for “David, Harum”; Anita Phillips, “Helen .Trent”’....Stuart Metz, | j 
rire. = | with the Navy for a year as civilian employee, back to radio this week 
Frank Stanton, CBS veepee, returned yesterday (Tues.) from Dayton | 0% “Lorenzo Jones” and “Widder Brown.” | S ew nes f 
after attending the funeral of his father, Frank Cooper Stanton, 66. re- IN CHIC AGO “a 
tired director of industrial arts for the Dayton public school system j : aki ete gte : Wi 
; : at de sees jimmy Durante. whose life story will t ‘-ofiled on WGN’s “Freedom Blue has accomplished what some At 
Dick Gilbert, WHN record stanza m.c., takes two-week hiatus from his ym ae hear alah <a ean ipety < Petened tle gat nares te ay . one : ris a a 
rogram beginning Seturday. (23) to k 4 of Opportunity.” was Chicagoing last week....Roy McLaughlin, new man- regard as an important fence-mende Hi 
: Ne qT. (as make a d r ¢ . | “KT . “ee et > ; . . . i 
; ldi h } ; , = rmy camp tour. Will ager of WENR, will continue to serve as spot sales manager of Blue’s | ing feat in improving its coverage by iat 4 
teach soldiers how seg become disc-jockeys, Central Division and sales manager of WENR....Stanton Kramer, Of | adding six new stations, effective ; bY 
Jack Rourke, producer of the Horace Heidt Blue network Mondav night. . WGN’s publicity and special events staff, leaves Dec, 30 to join Chicago nent: Sue Shree of the stations. 6k mi fi | 
: shila ? ‘ oes f Tex) . J ' “Chicag sake’ Foriy xt JU nree « the ste Ns, @ 13, 
er for Hires bowed 1 as a songwriter this week (18) when the Musical publicity office of Warner Bros New WJJD “Chicago Speaks” Forum, oie ' ~~ ae ap ti 
Knights introed his initial eff t, “A Roll . began Saturdays 16) Series with ro d table setup will deal with “topics reported in last week's ah bs =s \ | 
nigh s itial effor y] s Sto tathers N , nh ; 7 ’ ow] ; 
al effort, Olling Stone Gathers No Love oO ivic or public, information and terect The first of two successive | owned by the Cowles Brothers and } 
Addy Richton, back from Visiting mothel London, Ontario. du ng guest ; ypearances bv Eugene Goossen conductor and composer, with the one by George Store: Three are | i 
latter's Operation, has resumed collaboration with Lynn Stone on “This | Cleveland orch was heard Sunday (17) over WGN ‘ CBS affiliates and twe, Mutual ue 
now . liates ¢ twe, : al. his 
Life Is Mine” Mrs. George Fielding Eliot (June Hvde) is N.Y chairmat Carton of Cheers” big three, Henny Youngmat Eddy Howard and C a tlet re WNAX. Yan! | 
ow S out S ale foe, < A 
| “dd for by t } thestre nearanresc A ; 
vear for Peabody A wards Arthur L. Bright ¢ KFPY. Svoka: Care BR ce are all booked for ( " ite iub O1 eatre appearant aul : : s ee ae 
es : of K ¥, Spokane : : ; , ow’s four broadcasts fro ere Alex Drier and Clifton | to! N D CBS) KRN1 Des id 
ide } " < o} ‘ . A h 7 . srk P £, a" —“ ry 
made nis i # rienad orig again with ose super- hoppe1 apples from Utles NBC ommentators, were initiated into Sigma Delta Chi vrofes- Moines. I: (CBS) and WCOP 30s- “* 
his backyard Harry Hoff and Albert Barker are offering a radio serial | sional journalis: fraternity, Dec. 15 The 15th edition of the WLS | ¢5, inaffiliatec Storer’s outlet is 
version of Bellaman’s “King’s Row” novel Elizabeth Leomard, one of | “Family Album” is fresh off the presses The Blué’s “Breakfast Club” WFTI Mian now with MBS 
ae! will iginat n part fi 1e ! rf McNe *, on Christmas ip Recnegaay : Fines : 
the secs in CBS program division, leaving to join family in Washington will origit e i 1 pal from the home of Don M« Neill, m re ym Chri t na Ri inetn nttier otitions iain eles 
Harry Rauct } TR: ' ; gs Day Judith Waller, public service director of NBC’s central division, ; -'Ore! “ sic ut : 
arry auch, of the Y&R radio press dept., has bowed out as N.Y. cor- : a. = es » aoe 43 ; 
2S] le : ; *4. » : : ‘ conferred last week with officials of U. of Texas regarding establishing | mond, Va., and WAGA, Atlanta, both ; 
respondent of St. Louis Star-Times, pressure of agency duties cueing the ; : in E. Morrill. f al ans f Gen’! Out | 
exit Sgt. Ezra Stone’s book, “COming Major,” being dramatized for | ““"° ye ay oa ee weet Ser eee ae ee ul- “are now Blue affiliates. Other sta- ; 
laa ; “ ; sg do Ady ns I as sales manager. ’ q 
presentation on WNEW as part of station's “Show Biz At Wat series : nai —— 7 , on ae tions picked up by the Blue are iy | 
Appleton is publishing the Avery Hopwood prize-winning novel, “34 Charl- The Kay Ashton-Stevens show left the air Sunday (17) after eight weeks WPDQ, Jacksonville, Fla., now MBS 
y ton,” written by Rena Kuhn, daughter of NBC's lrene Kuhn Bernard Roche. formerly with WCBS, Springfield, has joined the W JJD ‘ WLAW, Lav », Mass., now | 
Leonard Schere di tol i.e { t te | Sales staff Jo Wetzler, commentator, conducts new 15-minute women’s | @"d ad aya em 
4 a we! i ie ca aoa oO S a cni no < Sse actice ipsSté . “ ret AT ; wma 
. ; P ; . ~ = — — 1 as — : 7 “gs program over WLS Sgt. Glenn Ransoin, former WGWN staff producer, | CBS 
before turning thesp Bob King, p.a. for Doherty, Clifford & Shenfield, . ; Poet ach ings eee open Ba R Hutch 4 
teaches Sunday school in W heste! . Winnew Gree _ : ‘ spenaing is Xmas furlough gabbing ith former cronies ay utchi- Howeve} the question has also i 
api cier tania: Brea were estcneste! Cal finney, former radio oracle ‘ f er NBC press writer, has joined Neblett Radio Productio to sei 
‘ . mn, tormer i 2S ‘r, nas iT Ne »Lt ( ons Sei . : 4 3 
flew in from India last wk. He's a pvt Danny Kaye showed off that — . been raised whether the Blue, at a 


Ww } } ‘RS up press aept 
new Hollywood head of yaller hair last week at a CBS cocktail thing time when long-range vision and 


- , : 
Commander Ed Schieberling, of the American Legion, saluting Eddie IN HOLLY WOOD eee establishment of goodwill are re- 
Cantor and Bristol-Myers on “Tir to Smile” show tonight (Wed for ; ; , ' 
‘ - eye a si = pare 5 wae} Rap Me! Williamson turned back the Harold Lloyd show to Jim Andrews 
that Campaign channeling Xmas packages to GI convalescents....Nick . : : : ae : , 

; ‘ne ‘ . - ; and betook himself from the shelter of Lennen & Mitchell. Thomas Con- 
Keesely, CBS, planed to Boston Friday (15) for several days... .Mary ; ' , <a tat. oft : : loom on the four-network postwar 
Dwyer shift¢ from Pedlar & Ry K n & Eckhardt Seiefiite sninie rad Sawyer, who flips the cues on “Which Is Which?”, the other L & M Old <eiee a hoe ‘(it ete te 

\ rosni ‘dlar & r< to nvo r Eckhar as traffic man- are “* : ‘ : “iZ s > , j aver 
= eee ~ Ss ~ Golder, doubles in glass until first of the year when,Lloyd is taken east | [0F!40M, Isnt courting 


garded as essential in view of the 
conviction that wholesale changes 


geen eeepremne 
Sas 









































¥: ; ae h + . , a - , = 
ager it > Ts lepar 7 : Dxecl Ss ssing a party . ; arter: . .- yf j 
roe ee a rap ons Me - ser gine nihey ey es ne FE ha? for three or four shows with stage people. While on yonder seaboard |}some quarters. For one ig i 
t ( » atl ec ose - ene th s) is o¢ 7 ( Ss é 7e gs J . - = pe _ - afi: P | 
GI iad eS ee rOsPHAalzea ' andrews presides at the controls... .Lionel Stander will be a regular with | auestion has been raised. m3 i 
; Danny Kaye on the new Pabst show, which can’t air in Utah or Oregon | about Col. Frank Katzentine and the i 
Dick Sanville, CBS director, going to be a’ busy boy during Xmas pecause of a state law prohibiting air commercials on the amber stu‘?.... arbitrary kicking off of his WKAT 
week, He'll do the Monday, Wednesday and Thursday shows for “School | Hugh Daniel handling thé Frank Sinatra Luckies cutins and exploitation | in Miami? Critics contend that 
of the Air,’in addition to his own regular programs, “Wilderness Road” for David Selznick pictures as part of his duties at Foote, Cone & Belding | Katzentine was one of the boys w ho 
(daily) and “Matinee Theatre” (Sunday). All of these require casting, Stu Dawson being shifted here from Chicago by Young & Rubicam to | helped develop the Blue, played an 
rehearsing, broadcasting and sometimes repeating. produce Art Linkletter’s “GE House Party” for Young & Rubicam.... | important role in the sales dept. 
i Rosemary Roth, WABC woman’s program scripter, has resigned to devote | Charles Boyer will help Burns and Allen raise the curtain on their new Similarly, it’s being asked, can the 
full time to freelance writing assignments. Her WABC stints included | Monday night time Jan. 1....Sid Strotz put the skids under rumors that | Blue afford to give Ralph G. Mathe- 
scripts for Margaret Arlen and Adelaide Hawley....Staats Cotsworth | he’s going east for a top executive berth with NBC. son the go-by up in Boston and, if 
signed by Tony Leader, director, as permanent narrator on Parker Watch Carlton “Andy” Alsop brightening up the local scene with his pictur- the Cowles get their station in Min- 
NBC show, “These Are Our Men. esque chatter while setting the scene for the new Judy Canova show for | neapolis, what about WCTN and 
° ° . ° . . ~ ~ } ; ~? rr . 9 
| Rocco Padulo quit the CBS photog staff last week to go with the Chicago | Palmolive-Halo shampoo. He'll have his old writers back, Fred Fox and | Joseph Ridder? These are men, its 
Herald-Examiner of which Louis Ruppel is exee editor. Padulo came east | Henry Hoople....Bing Crosby will help the Andrews Sisters launch their pointed out, who play a dominant 
from the Chi Times when Ruppel was CBS press head... .Jean Baer scram- | Nash-Kelvinator program as a gesture to his recording pals....Rick Vol- | role in radio. Nevertheless its hadrure® 
ming the MBS flackery to do similar work with Air Features....Tenor | laerts, head writer for Frank Sinatra, moves over to the Chase & Sanborn | ceded that the Blue is exercising 
Jimmy Carroll, who pinch-hit for James Melton when latter had laryn- | show to calk the void created by departure of Vic McLeod for the Bob | soundness in developing its station 
gitis, gets another break, subbing for Morton Downey, Coca-Cola show next ' Burns session. | structure 
& me ———————— a pa nn See — 
7 
iene. * ’ 
f@?- advertisers! 
<- agencies! | 
e 
7 7 
ae * * F 
ui radio station owners: 
‘ 7 
ue~ television licensees and applicants! 
ne” PP 
i od rf ! 
wie writers, producers, performers! 
. iain . . a . ‘ ” i: 
i Are you determined to lead your field in Television’s “Four Dimensional” selling 


and entertainment? Then it is none too early for you... 
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Advertisers and agencies te... AER tn meee eee ne 


Assay the visual values of your radio program properties and “screen test” 
your product for demonstration commercials. Evaluate your Television program idea. . 


ti | Television station planners te... 


Help develop material for programming—and pre-empt local rights to syndicate 
features on a share-the-cost basis. 








There is much to be learned about Television. Ten years ago of material; to develop the short-cut techniques which are film studios and commercial film production. Our orientation 

we started thinking about the manifold problems of produe- essential if “live-talent” Television costs are to be held with- in these fields makes for a quick grasp of your ebjeetives 

ing effective Television at a moderate cost. Today we believe in reason. ‘ and a sure-footed execution of assignments. 
we have some of the answers. And we have assembled a staff @ur staff combines experience in advertising, public rela- @ur facilities include Television's first laboratory for pre- 
and set up facilities to develop the others. We propose to do tions and show business; creative, sales and executive posts gram experimentation. In mid-Manhattan, it is now being 
this in collaboration with those who believe, as we do, that with major advertising agencies and media — radio, outdoor, equipped to serve you. Write or telephone, stating your spe- 
Television on film will be a necessary and prolific source publications; service with major theatre units, Hollywood cific interest — or invite us to call. - 

Cine-Television Studi 
ine-felevision Studios 
} bs #ts, Production Supervisors in the Visual-Action Media (Distribution via The Motion Picture Networks) 
! 100 E. 42nd STREET + NEW YORK 17, N. Y. * MUrray Hill 5-2874 





VARIETY Wednesday, December 20, 1914 











WLAW —_ldnetl 8 Reon’ 


LAWRENCE 


| WFTI A Gort pndusoy 


MIAMI 
10,000 watts 710 ke 


sc Le 
ac pont ny. 
WPDQ d proadoasting Conp 
KRNT 


WNAX we 


SIOUX CITY—YANKTON 


























| WCOP 
ici BOSTON oe | 


(Applying for 5,000 watts) 












MORE 
IMPORTANT STATIONS 














$- OS 9 ARE ten / 


' 





sone 


Wednesday, December 20, 1944 VARIETY 97 


- — 











IT HAPPEN ED ON DEC if is getting around that it is not only easy, but smart, 
« 


t 
to do business with the Blue. ; 
. . . > ‘ ‘ 2 fe , . i] . Hy i 
Keith Kiggins, Blue’s Station Relations Vice President, sea look. at the stations! One has. the rep eae 
of being one of the country’s great farm stations, 
two are affliated with important newspapers, two | 

are the most powerful in their section of the 


met with four of the nation’s ablest and most experi- 
enced radio operators. They signed contracts. As a 
result of these contracts, six great radio stations will 
become part of the Blue Network on June 15, 1945. 

We think this is important. We think it is impor- 
tant because of the calibre of men wio run these 


country, and one, with already a loyal listening audi- A! 
ence in Boston, has plans to increase its power in the 
near future. 


Then there is another very important considera- 
€ 7 7” . > > . — . . . 
stations. We think it is important because it convinces tion: Up to now, three of these stations have been 


r | 
| us once again that the Blue Network is steadily march- part of CBS. Two were MBS, One was independent. it 
| ing ahead. That the trend is to the Blue. That the idea Now they are all Blue. | r 

| 


WHAT DOES IT MEAN? | 


IT MEANS THAT 4 EXPERIENCED RADIO q 
OPERATORS, in the most effective way possible, have set their stamp of approval } 


on the policies and ideals which are making the youngest of the 3 big Networks the fastest- a 
growing advertising medium in the €ountry...One of these men, Mr. Gardner Cowles Jr., says: 











“We are proud to affiliate three of our stations with the}Blue Network. We have 
growing respect for and confidence in the increasingly good job being done by 
the new management of the Blue. We think the Blue has a great future and we 
are delighted to be able to bring the listeners of three of our stations the high 
quality Blue Program service.” 


IT MEANS MORE LISTENERS TO THE BLUE. seve 


hundred thousand more radio homes come under complete Blue coverage. For example, 
consider WNAX, Sioux City-Yankton, one of the greatest farm stations in the United 
States—in physical coverage, in mail pull, in its ability to sell goods for advertisers. A sur- 
vey of 20 counties shows WNAX first in listening in 11, second in 6 and third in 3. As 
another example, WFTL Miami, at 10 kw. is the most powerful station in Florida and 
teamed with it WPDQ operates with the highest full-time power in Northern Florida. 


IT MEANS MANY PLUSES FOR BLUE ADVERTISERS. | 


Aside from added coverage and loyal listening, these six stations are operated by men who 

know how to do a merchandising job and who get behind the selling efforts of advertisers ; 

who use their stations ...Take KRNT, Des Moines: This station is affiliated with the Des 7) 

Moines Register & Tribune, one of the nation’s great newspapers. Its staff of trained mer- ea | iL 
. 


I A. FE ee ee in es ee 








chandising men call regularly on jobbers, distributors and dealers, expediting the flow of 
advertisers’ goods into the rich Iowa market... WLAW is prepared to render this same | 
valuable merchandising service in Lawrence, 


FINALLY, this switch of 6 important radio stations is further proof that NOW IS THE 
TIME FOR ADVERTISERS TO NAIL DOWN A FRANCHISE ON THE BLUE... 


Pointing the way are star programs which have re- JoeE. Brown, Hollywood Mystery Time, Drew Pearson, 
cently started on the Blue: Alan Young, voted the most Quiz Kids, and those great public service programs, 
promising star by 600 radio editors, Herbert Marshall, Boston Symphony, Metropolitan Opera, and Town 
The March of Time, Charlotte Greenwood, Gracie Meeting of the Air. These and other national favorites 
Fields, and Fred Waring . . . These shows join the prove the Blue can get high listening day and night, 
ranks of Radio Hall of Fame with its galaxy of big can get it again and again—with proved sales results ; 
® name stars: Walter Winchell, Breakfast at Sardi’s, The for scores of satisfied advertisers. 
Breakfast Club, Blind Date, Life of Riley, Ed Wynn, 
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“HALLS OF CONGRESS” 

|With Joseph De Santis, Wendell 
Holmes, Stan Devitt, Richard Coo- 
gan, Joseph Boland, Wm. Polan, 
Ernest Stone 

Producer-Writer: Joseph Gottlieb 

30 Mins.; Sun., 3:30-4 p.m. 

Sustainin 

WMCA, N, ¥. 


CBS People’s Platform’ Joins WBT In 


Frank Discussion of Negro Problem 






















Down Charlotte way. “Jess” Wil-; son, CBS director of education, pre- Since the events which transpire 
lard’s WBT, the Coljumbia-owned siding _ Participants included N.! within the U. S. Cong ‘ess affect not 
i ’ : Carolina’s governor, J. M. Brough-| only every American, but will, espe- 
station. for some time has been ton and D. Hiden Ramsey, editor of cially postwar, bear on a majority of 
waging a vigorous campaign via a As} ieville Citizen, along with two the world’s inhabitants. a program 
weekly program to foste racial} of "the _ State ‘'s Neg gro ah D r signed to let radio listeners hear 
goodwill and understanding Even James E. Shepard, prexy ol ity = Congressional debates serves a laud- 
. . lina College, and W. J. Trent, presi-| able purpose. Especially since radio 
though North Carolina untains | dent of Livingston College editing means the drivel and pap 
Ml t s far advanced 1 Ss aM Alt Charlotte listener mas \ ll be sifted and listeners wil! be 
fl it of this vital ssue, the fact -* have come to accept this wv eekly ed the boresome chore of ic ng 
m hat WBT has shown courage; ti of Negro people discuss ns a cane yuan the ent tees a x ape ional 
in utilizing radio’s facilities to ike to solve this far-reaching} Recora According]s Halls of Con 
known the contribution of o1 ed yroble is a network presentation res Should collect a ‘ood eg- 
N ro leaders headed by\ D J S it I jected Ol a national scale the it of the » public 
N . inial Tross. who conduct the! actuality of a lack of bias when Prog ram's text uses direct quote 
sho It's a contributio tha as| N o people are permitted to tak the legislators speech 1 
p duced fruitful sults, w l » the cudgels on their own behalt Ore in the daily Congressional 
deserved recognition for the statio It significant that radio 1 j nal, with actors impersonating 
including ‘Variets Shov 2 ¢ manner, is furthering the realization | the speakers, Obviously, much of the 
ment plaques. of how potent a force the Negroes} program's worth will depend on the 
To acquaint the nation with what) can be if they unite, regardless of the rns reeont sesh on — “ee 
N. Carolina has accomplished to- fact that the racial issue affects all| q ot be po ene eng Si inza 
ward solving its race problem, CBS’| peoples. . len ¥ wee. had —— het ant 
Dept. of Education turned over its The round-table discussion in it toes tine wer powers vill, the Socia 
“People’s Platform” program on! self was rather uninspired, with; Security freeze and above all ,t e 
Saturday (16) to present a four-way! carefully guarded statements that | Confirmation. of FDR's State Dept 
discussion on “Is the South Solving! played down the importance of what SS ar ae and off mike coi 
Its Race Problem?”, the forum origi-| the Negro people themselves have ‘ uct ed authentic ity. 
nating from WBT, with Lyman Bry-!| done and sloughing off what WBT Te vertheless, ‘Halls of Congre 
— has contributed. Gov Broughto present snape, did | t click 
poke in the broad generalities of a hould and could. The exce rpt 
Continging te Stop Ever, politician doing a drum-beatin job e recora ar enou I Phe 
Show in Ken Murray's : ; : 4 . 1d} importance of what the legislators 
“BLACKOUTS” for his state, which both mitigat Boake 
El Capitan Theatre N. Carolina’s race problem and failed re uld be made more dramatic 
wenywaee to place it as an integral part of the, nly via the openin 3 announce- 
national picture. Concretel) hi nen Phere should also be a sort ot 
platform was evasive, with rep low by blow” callet an inno nee 
titious acclaim for his own state. A to 1a¢ ntity each speake i full 
though he stated that N Carolin sia political affiliation and per 
was making advances in eaucatiol et Done unobtrusively, it will ad 
ind Negro health facilities, he went nsion to the program. By the 
just far enough to acknowledge that a Rehr Begin dl ad es ae ac ae. 
1 problem oe exist but you ca egy l nacdit oe x! = 4 Bugle al nk 
rush the solution n iaue é whi lite 
: be added Al oO the teps 
Dr. Shepard took tl e discus “10 be roe ac ha Bd interferit 
out of the realm = ith the flow of the program: actu- 
JAN RUBINI ce ae A TO gy Bucict — ally they'd add to it and at the same 
World Famous Violinist & Condactor equality. He acknowledged that the org ee eee coe nl = 
| war seems to have intensified the he : I . ; Me - 
a realization of the need for a solution —_ 
land that segregation and discrimina- oa E 
| tion, particularly on public carriers ~~ \ROLINA HAYRIDE’ 
| would be highlighted when the Gl With Tennessee Ramblers, Larry 
| return. It was principally Bryson’s| Walker, Rangers Quartet, Fred 
ability to draw out such respons Kirby, Arthur Smiia, White) & 
| by pointed queries that steered th Hogan, Southland Jubilee Singers, 
i} discussion from generalities int fhe Briarhonpers, Ma Johnson's 


BLACKHAWKS 


Family, 
Producer: 


Claude Casey 
Chartes Crutchfield 


positive statements 


“De e's P ( “4 ssion a o . . ‘ ‘ 
People’s Platform” sessio ; 30 Mins,; Sat., 2:30-3 p.m. 
must stand on the merit of intr Sus‘vining 
‘ } 5 is i such nant 
= | ducing the issue in such a ft om WABC-CBS, N. Y. 
: jinto the national audience sphere, From the progran is th 
W =] -N-D |and not on its factual or oratorical . hetbee tans stot deemed 
 Becomplishment. But if only for tl ‘a, OViginating at WBT, Chat 
| fact that id has opened up the air- +4 end er Nand ad ‘bill 
CHICAGO j | lanes nationally to honest, able trea! i, ‘Teeoff sesh Sat. (9) had good 
> 2 by qualified : ot ingly? ty pebcds 
| ment of the "subject | 1, pace and variety. with the perform- 


560 Kc. pEOlelem’, sean) | leaders, both white and Negro 











laurels equally distributed among 

| served a worthy purpose. ; the rather lengthy list of nasologist 

| And that WBT story in pioneering d instrumentalist: Outstande 

wees | COUlC well stand as an example fo! Arthur Smith’s guitar specialty 

| radio in general to follow. Rose. uu owever, more important than 

ieatiahndialstniciiiaincaldiaaiin, ; program quality is the question of 

RAY whether a ridge runner hoedown of 
Laredo, Tex.—_KPAB has ap- 4 _nature does justice to the time 
HARVEY pointed Mrs, Doane Chapman as sta-! & ws ‘tae ae Ag 7 wiaaehy | 
| : iiciatell aad . Pon 8 \ cle ~ FF ) ariery | 

Author of | tion MBI» replacing mapper » that Sat. afternoon listening has 
| Dougharty. She's the first femm« zoomed lately, hitting a peak of 19| 

Comedy | station mgr. in the state, although) for sects in use at 3 o'clock just when 

| several are owned by women. “Carolina Hayride” signs off. It] 
would seem indicated, under these | 
































circumstances, that the time could be 
used to better advantage by focussing 


venture, 


a la 1932. Merr. 
“SPRAGUE ON PARADE” 
With Larry Madison, Charlotte 


Lasher, Deac Rossell, Others 
Music and Comment 
30 Mins-y Wed. ¥30° ieee ee 
SPRAGUE ELECTRIC CO. 


Department Store | 


WTRY, Troy 
h 7 ° e Sprague Electric Co.. winner of 
four “E” awards for war production, 


recently started this half-hour mat- 
inee over WTRY, originating in the 
ballroom of Hotel 
North Adams, Mass. It’s the -frst 
time a local sponsor in the area has 

‘rossed state lines with a program, 
neo one that sells nothing. Sprague, 
| operating two plants in North 

bee ims, airs the show by and for the 
| personnel and as a good-will builder 







Broadcasts 30 Programs 
Per Week Over 


voluntarily approached WTRY 
anagement, after program had been 
over WBRK, 
: for a stretch. (North Adams is 
90 miles from Troy.) 

Sh 


iow, above average for area 
m: tine ers, is something like the 
Whe cling Steelmakers. long a net- 
work feature, A mixed chorus is the 


Selihaae of the program, with Larry 
Madison (personnel manager) doing 


ficers 
' 


yroadcast 
Mass.. 





Charlotte Lasher. A male quartet, 

Pei ie : and other performers. occasion ially, 
This is just one of 4 leading department store North” fie, ely trem 
: ‘ Norte Adams Youth Center — is 

clients scheduling top programs on WSAI. ar te Peete ot company some- 


imes is spotted for brief. shrewdly- 
anted talks on Sprague policies and 


pla is, including postwar. Local! 
projects. including a nurses’ hom«¢ 
4 é y j 
for a North Adams hospital, ai 
plugged. 
PAUL H. RAYMER CO. 


_ Madison and Miss Lasher 
eaten themselves rather well, 
Represent rating a bigger spot. 


handk 
Miss Lasher 
Deac Rossel! 














star WTRY announcer. emcees. H~ 
: is best in the serious, dignified mood. 
ke tee ~ : | miko Jaco. 





| students who show the most promise 


on a new talent or new program | 
than by this whiff of radio | 



















Richmond in| 


| n th e immediate neighborhood. Of- | 


Pittsfield, | 


tenor solos and duets with soprano!§ 


Wednesday, December 20, 1914 

NEWSPAPER GUILD FORUM “NEW YORK IN THE PHILIP- 
With Wendy Barrie, Anne Seymour, PINES” 

Emil Corwin, Jimmie Johnston, | With Sgt. Bill Berns, others 

Hazel Scott, Ed Sullivan, Earl Wil- | 15 Mins.; Fri., 10:43 p.m. 

son, John T. McManus, George | Sustaining 

Willard WNEW, N. Y. 
Director: Joe Gottlieb ' Heads-up programming -by_ this 
|} 41 mins.; 9:04-9:45 p.m. Tues indie station in the largest metro- 
| WMCA, N. Y. politan area in the country has os 

(Metropolitan) sulted in still another scoop, i.e. firs 





If subsequent programs in this series | Program to originate i the P hilip- 











come up as lively and as fast moving a aaah aggre ct Harbor. And it's 
as the’ premiere, the Newspaper | ar = Se = ¥ r becuse it 
|Guild, with its sponsor, the Modern | ner eg Sneceen Sand the voices of 
Industrial Bank, should carve out a | @ShUng men from N. Y, 
| large segment of the uppe! I.Q. radio Set. Bill Berns who before the 
}audience. First program was both | War made wiih the chatter about 
provocative and illuminating in the | Pictures: on WNE W. interviews 10 
clive ‘nt opinions offered on a top- | Metrop litan ea soldiers rapid 
ical question, “Should the stars (the. | te Tashion th ple ff hun 
atrical performers) remain neutral” interest ancl ma con \ too 
othe. ords, should performe Pact ISntin m ro { fore 
stav out of politics : the mi n th il } 
waved mwza which | ) 1 re 
Forum differs from the usual pro lar featur ix & temic GI , 
and con ssions in that in addition | , tis pe ieee ee J ied 
to offering proponents on both sic possible. having c ts = : 
of the question at hand, it ! two the GI life. and eivi out with post- 
“press box interviewers, top new war ambitior Entire stanza move 
papermecn who are called in to qui along swiftly. and must of necessit, 
tion the speakers to see if they can | gince 10 interview 15. ninsston 
adduce additional comments. ,It's a | requires a quick pitch and off Ho eS 
good device, and showmanly. Open- | ever, none of the “uys are sloughed 
ing night, however, the press box | off. Each is completely at e: se. and 
men, Earl Wilson and Ed Sullivan, | Berns’ personality does much to put 
went off the impartial angle to take | them in that frame of mind 
sides themselves. Both of them, espe- On program heard Friday (15) 
cially Sullivan, contributed healthy, | ¢oy, mikers A ane * Pt, Brook] ati 
,| punchy arguments, but it served to] three from the _— = cna i = - 
e the program too much emphasis | Manhattan and one | on “Flu " 
Oo the stance that performers art | Guvs fron — the bloc! calaas 
ple ana such have a political s aa 7 F 
: " 1 (Continued oi ) 7 ) 
espot rity omparabie to a oLne) ‘ 
Americans 
“Tvol tower” adherents, in t} 
case Anne Seymour, top radio ac- || Overseas tor USO Since Jan 
ti and Jimmie Johnston, fight '43—-Now in Germany 
promoter, took quite a shellackin: ; 
not onl from their forum advel 
but from the studie audience 
hich seemed, from its questions, to 
favor Wholeheartedly political can 
paigning by performers olf all ranks 


Barrage of questions popped at Mi ‘ 


























. nour during the program tinally 
li her to lament, “Why did I eve 
yme here? 
Point made by M Seymour at 
Johnston was that actors should not ‘ ; 
use their histrionic ability to cajole FRED LIGHTNER 
voters: while Hazel Scott. Wendy 
Jarrie. who did a alu of a job, and Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 
F Corwin, pinchhittin for hi: 
brot Norman, argued that citizens creme - . tment 
whethe they be actors or shoe- 
makers, have an equal responsibility 
il a aqemocracy. 
Moderator on the show is John T 
| McMant film critic of PM and N. Y. 
N paper Guild president. He's the 
oniy permanent member of the set- | 
» al exhibited good abilitv at] BEARS 
things moving 
P roducti yn on the first night was } 
poo Opening speeches ran too long, FOOTBALL 
for one thing, and pickups on audi- | 
e questions were inaudible. since | 
apparently no mike was set up| 
among the studio chairs } W.|- N-D 
sank commercials were all dig- 
nity, opening with a quote from Ja- | C M4 ae AG '@) 
cob Leichtmann, Modern’s president, 


on the importance of free speech and 560 Kc 5000 WATTS 


closing with a short pitch on busi- 
ness financing.’ Midway plug was tor 
War Bonds. Merr. 


Regina, Sask.—Musical  scholar- 
ships will be given by CKCK to six 
young southern Saskatchewan music 





HIIC KEY Ye 





COWBOY CARUSO 


from Texas—vocalizes F above High C on 
hundred times in one hour dally fortissim 
—before practicing the semi-classies. 


Cynics—Critics—Promoters—and spon- 
sors—WELCOME, Don’t call, write. 


HICKEY, 251 W. 95TH ST., N. Y. C. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
FISuIMe FoR... | 





in radio broadcasts to be conducted 
weekly in the studios. Broadcasts 
begin Jan. 4 and will continue for 
16 weeks. 

















The largest amount of produc- 
tive time for the least amount of 
money # Then pull in your line... 
you ve caught a real, live whale 
with fly-bait! Yes, indeed . . 
large and varied listening audi- 
ence keeps tuned to 930 all day 
long, and they like what they 
hear. The stacks of letters in our 
mail room prove that. And one 
look at our rate card will show, 
you the kind of low-cost radio 


story you've been angling for. 





Wit 
oe 


Sell Your Clients WPAT . . . the fastest growing 
station in the metropolitan area. 











- ern, ao 
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Jack Poppele Named New | PHIL RAPP TO REJOIN How Other (Radio) Half |] (GN.T; - ie 
| "TBA Prexy; Conference | MAXWELLSHOW JAN.3 Lives to Be Explained ‘1,050-Line Tele in Paris No Mirage, 


ae 
mer 0 a 
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| oe ° bY 
TW i | bi 
Boosts Members to 37 Hollywood, Dec. 18 | (jn New WNEW. N.Y. Series | un 
| Phil Rapp is returning to “Max- | g AXeb ey | Ht! 
J. R. “Jack” Poppele, sec. and| well Coffee Show’ Jan. 3 in what| Pegged on radio’s 25th anniver- | bt F 
; 4 
: 5 r “i advisory pro-| garv whic ae Ve: - ’ : e 
chief engineer of WOR, N. Y., was Ps os s to ~ oe. : “ult ith ioe avis ore during weed Television skirmish between CBS) it’s expected MacVane or some | 
‘ ; Guction Capacity. 2 cons : | NEW, N. Y. indie, has programmed } i thin Ro ia ataionad * watt h 
elected president for 1945 of the) j.ou's:three current producers and ‘ ee yt ite ~ | and NBC revived last week when| Other NBC Paris staffman will be i 
: snow & ree current proaucers | a 13-week series of 15-minute shows instructed to get on the trail of M. EP: ibe 
i Television Broadcasters Assn. at a) directors, Al Kaye of Benton &| which will describe the inner work- | John Royal, NBC veepee in charge Barthelemy toute suite It looks ii 
' poard of directors meeting last week} Bowles, Wayne Griffin for Berg-| ings of radio in 12 nations through- | of video, scouted elaims by Colum- iike a long, drawn-out battle to be 1: 
, l berg ars of package, and ie worl Pee zs : ; byte : iy 
which wound up the org’s two-day} Allen ere. A achat ; baer - at the world. _ | bia’s Ed Murrow that French engi-} decided only when FCC springs its na: i 
: | Frank Gill, Jr., who as script editor) In the belief that listeners in this , ; 5 ()-] long-awaited postwar television ree- Pei 
(11-12) first annual conference at} j, a)co dialog director , neers were working with 1.050-line g i stwar tel on af, 
: | 48 8150 Gialog GITeCror. } country do not know how broadcasts pin ommendations and vavelengths, Be I 
the Hotel Commodore, N. Y. Di Rapp declined to sign contract un-| are aired in other nations, programs | Pictures ‘contrasted with 525-line lashed far new. soon after thé first 
en B. DuMont, of DuMont labs, is! til he is satisfied lis suggested| will give a word-picture of the| U. S. images), blazed up again Mon-} of the year 
retiring ry > > also was!/ changes worked into format and an-/| broadcasting problems in other na lav 18) ‘ CBS passed some - laciisepibae 1 
the r¢ ing prexy. Poppele al Vi : 
: - . 1 pated nprovement sets l He Lions arawing parallel pet e€ tne : 1 
j ed to the boara ot directors . : é } ( ( ay I a 
: e ay do cons ant rh ! commercial progral bi aia- . 
rBA’s new veepee is Robert 1 | as Fro rose Quoting Rene Barthel et ‘Men of Maryknoll’ Looks | 
! 8) t a g . ‘ H« . . i 1e( s1¢ He ‘ ; qd ( < ; 
Gibso of General Electric, who! awa fron radio since early | matic OoWS enjoved best d e | engines ( Dé e F ( e ce Ni A CBS § ° B t 
succeeds Lewis Allen Weiss, of Don | seaso1 en he broke with Fanny | network setuy Television, P: ‘harles Collins IX AS eries Du 
Lee Will Balt as re-elected Se¢ Brice Vil er nte Us < CBS Sta as I lart tine ect a e€eK \ « CBS oO oO 4 é Pj S p ibl 
eas 4 a the ¢ é i¢ ed O. B c y e« He's . © ‘ ; a a ‘ ~- el Fie l eK ‘ 1OCU IC or tager Ossi e 
Hanson N.B.C. v.p. and chief ens g 0 etto of Shubert be a ted. Form . win an ; Ka p< ; ' t} 
nee asst sec.-lLreas y Be € ite I . , | 
. ( } te Di Kave (uy ( ( y é € é ( 
Eight new memberships were ap- : 
nn ’ \ ne pe ( é ete TB \ € ‘ a ro ‘ F 
proved boosting TBA rolls to in- ms , 
aan ay e inere wv pe two sno Ss based oO LOp¢ ea . €I ( Viac\V € 4 hon} l Vieve Be of the 
clude 37 organizations. Vewcomers , che 7 q ' . ( 00K DVD V} l ere i 
rn Sr nm broadcasting é ne eat I € { R : a 7 
sre Farnsworth Tele and Radio A | f 8 E ba t | ; , an é York 7 es and } ! I d 
P yn France Australi ¢ a. Russia e¢ ( ( e( ¢ O50 \€ 
Bremer Broadcasting, Newark: and pp y or xperimen a ; ire d Sout Ame ong eport Keller. of the Marykn: Fathe » 
ia n al SOouLln America al 88: ‘ vv » . 
the Yankee Network, Boston, as ac- * R | S the D ( ts fe 7 CBS American Cat Onary order. 
. oiners ocume ary bDroaaca a he i é er ? ee f 
> re , » . y y b C j ‘ + { , 1¢ 
ive mei el , ana evth Fox filn Television e ay tations tu g the propaganda ol done by su a F , ' ‘ - rane r era ( Cl da 
American Tele Labs, Chi; Rauland ' Hi : ‘ a? ;' : BR : ‘ nts to Robert J. 1 -. 
Corp., Chi: Federal Telephone anda Was gli Dec d ; R Ise ; { et- 
r aio Newark and Pat A erical FC(¢ ‘ { e} re eived I ( € ( Y ; 
he 2) ead ¢ 
rele., N y as afl llate Irie t Lic _ ‘ i . Sie I { é 
RCA-Victor divish of RCA and the Ine ic eg ex pr ent ei€ = 
Ravtheon Co. were elevated to active | si on a Poca ss JOHN REED KING’S GOT = ; ' de | 
member} fi encies m4 ; dade . : de to ; ( @ 
bership. ea ( of time necessary to put e 1.050- ‘ ma o i 3 ; | 
“ ne es ON Requests were made fol Peru y vsti. pittiabinnes dabkes . -— ; book las ole al ( e 
he ~ - — ; I SYS 1 1 ( at aio ation oO , : f Pp a ‘ Ne 
= : : — — Mountain, Vt; New York, Buffalo, A NEW ONE FOR WCBW Boag ee ecenl cece of Pars G ' 
| : a Drat Cal De . : ‘ M Wai ; ' : 4 ‘ } f 
| Detroit. El Paso, Des Moines, C} ere a ge My a } it % i a 
; | CBS deo outlet WCBW, plan V BC Withheld comment on _ the timeliness. It deal i ‘ ex- f 
| | cago and Los Angeles, ; : : ; 
| ng alf-noul ariety stanza titled latest development in e controver-| ploits n China Co ) of 
| | Commis on Se 20 al app ” Mee ‘ the Artist fo) at nel id- sy. the CBS-Colling wood cable. but melodrama and re ior 
tion for a tele statiol by the §$ ing nterviews with topflight radio a - . _— (a 
Louis Star-Times. FCC ACG a re a creen personalities nlus nusic ; ee 
Q ies from Blue network 101 7 na oO! ed u! Toh Reed K ng 4 
j meadaiate ipping of pow e fre oO i 
50 kw for its station KECA, at Los wT a it : i 
f Angeles I ! « ( ee ¢ date 
. | Wnae aea W re i hift of 
| y Rs = >: P King audience-f ticipation pro- | 
1| Walt Framer, Ex-Pitter, : ee a Messe ae | 
' ATA " . a y he ht ‘ atic 
| M-@-M's “Musig for Millions” | Program Boss at WAAT Tee: HARVEY WEHRMAN | 
| . Artist teeof{ somet e aitel HT 
| oN JAMEL PROGRAM, Frida Pittsburgh. Dec. 1! . bee i i ba 
| New C ii ie. Ry + 7 | hit ‘ b ec, 19 la ; hen WCBW’s expected to KLZ Chief Engineer i 
| alt ramer, veterat ittsburgl 1 
’ ; ey eet Deed pena Fae : 7 , expand its progr: ed to include . : a! 
| Met.: LOU CLAYTON | raqio mal “ Oo ieft ere couple of 7 ec ‘ tj <how t LG QGITIO to cul To him and h ° staff r 
EE Bo i joi siafl of Blue net- .. om. Hehe ~~ | goes credit for one iq? 
ce ee eee —— {i aii a eens Wak Gass oe ‘ A s. and Fi eietdsts of the best operating ; 
P WO} J " : : ae : - 
ge apr ee ate ririopieg an 79 les eg U $ ‘th | 
WAAT in “Newark Framer took DR | Ch h St d aac eae a 
4 4 P e . 7 S$ urc u y past year. f 
; over nis ney 1uties ere é eCeKS 
non Makes Hit With F | 
anKes fil I ans 
5 In adaaiti« to progr: act ties 
. . 7 o | 19 
on 08 BS 45 Framer is also writing a 1 alrecting ‘ : ( a, de | 
two shows, Elton Britt’s “Tune Cor- |. Alt} 2 i c 4 ne 
BASE BALL ral,” daily at noon, and “WAAT's andlir he “Dr. I. Q pack ge, 











New in Hollywood,” a duplicate of or 
ninisterial studies, Nundreds of iet- 


the “Show Shopper” program he ; eee ry { 
se iaiat andanies ers receivec Submitting questions ; 
W. _ -D used to conduct here over WWSW. all . 
for the program every week show a 





New version is tied up with WB decidedly increasing maternal mig 4 
C Hi | Ve ‘@) theatres in New Jersey zone. st in how Jimmy (“Dr I. Q.”) Me- | 5 . 
C : Cl; ‘ s ala a ates g on his ashen KLZ S Ultra Operating Record y 
560 Kc. 5000 WATTS McClain, who started studving for _ 
AKRON VARIETY SHOW 


the ministry last July at Seebury 
Akron, Dec. 19. Episcopal Seminary, Northwestern 
Variety show featuring guest pro- | University, in suburban Evanston, 


| fessional entertainers from _ local | where he lives with his family, has 
100 GAGS—$1 .00 | night spots, amateur acts, an audi- | five more years to go before he is a 


Proves Its Super Technical Savvy 


In the past year, KLZ has lost less than 60 seconds on the 
air due to equipment or personnel failure. The significance 


Fun-Master Gag File Nos. 1-2-3 ence participation quiz, and news fully ordained __minister, Classes of this record lies in the fact that KLZ chooses its technical 
Z | bulletins will make its bow Satur-| sandwich his NBC (Mon.) stanzas staff with as much care as it does its production, writing, 
$1.00 EACH . | day (23) at 10:30 p.m. for a half-hour | for Mars candy bars news or announcing staff. KLZ has more transmitting equip- 
Pel e fell” Fore tt Paula | from the stage of the Highland the-|, Instead of hurting his standing, as ment than any other Denver station, with construction started 
7 54 Bt., Suite 10-0 NY id | atre over WADC. jit was felt the pulpit-pitch might, on a new developmental FM station, and maintains it with 


Show is called “Stage Cast.” mail showing concern for his wel- infinite care. This is characteristic of KLZ in every depart- 
— fare, especially from the femme aud, 


a | : ment ond explains why KLZ serves its listeners so satisfac- i 
indicates the opposite Continuing 


Ag torily and gives advertisers the most for their money in | 
| popularity is also seen in p.a.’s, sans D ie 
enver. ci, 
broadcasting gimmick, like the : 


single performance which packed 
Orchestra Hall Friday (15) in his 
only appearance here this season, 
with proceeds (top $1.50)-going to 
Chi’s Church of the Atonement | 
building fund, 

| 
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' Williams, Swaney, Drake 


. & 
mA 2 >. _ a " el 
ty SA, fi | Form New Chi Agency 
DIWEATI, narcae | Chicago, Dee. 19. 
| Geared for the handling of several 
Sel), => radio accounts, a new agency know n| 
"/ , as Trade Developmént Corp. made| 
, its debut here last week headed by | ' ' 
& Jay C. Williams, formerly a partner | 
~ : cm | of Crowell, Crane. Williams & Co.,| 
-_ ; a with Morris F. Swaney, formerly} : 
oor vith the United States Advertising 


Corp. and the Hearst Publications 


as v.p. and George F. Drake, see.- . 
treas | 


During his 15 vears in advertising 
with Ruthrauff & Ryan, Blackett, | CBS + S60 Kc ii 
Sample & Hummert, and recently 


# 
i 
with Hill, Blackett & Co., Drake has Att aled in Managemen! w ; 4 





peers ae 





a a 5 eae at eg NO ce ce hl Hl 











been associated with such network 
programs as “Bachelor's Children,” | 
“Orphan Annie,” “The Lone Ranger” 
and “Captain Midnight.” 


Publishing Company and WKY 








Represenied by ; 

: Sitti TO THE KATZ AGENCE 
Ottawa. — Donald Manson. asst. 
gm. of the Conadian Broadcasting 
Corp., in Mexico City mulling Can.- 


a0 Mex. air matters, including short- 
You can't ms pm qn me, Mrs. North—these are wave beaming, frequencies and pro- 
our hus 
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nd’s fingerprints.”’ gram exchanges. 
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M’Farland Twins, Kirby 


Suit Over $20 in Unemployment Orcs Get MCA Release 


Taxes Seen as Threat to Form B crisis scttes he 


| releases last week from Music Corp. 
They are in addition 





| of America. 


Des Moines, Dec. 19 + 


With the American Federation of R-m and (--a (--a’ S ng /to the release granted last week to 
Musicians Form 8B contract in ‘ : Dean Hudson, whose argument with 
i s } _ - > t ] ‘ : . . . * ¢ , ‘ 
jeopardy, both ee C. . eer In Feist Music ( ata og MCA had been going on for several 

> on ae r and Joseph = : 
ie t of the mp es . “7 7 ; Question of the writers of the} months. 

A adway, general counse! of th acces ‘aca-Cola.” featured ane ; : 
American Federation of Labo were | S0ng, Ru and , : a Ol l¢ x aa MCA’'s claimed reasons for giving 
meme * iw ov singer Je@l Sullavan (now at ne; | ; } P 

1a! nere as Wi! of a suit . s , all three bands release from agree- 
on hand here a ren ) : ee cog easeaes \ . the | 3 ee ba 9 g 
aba el ; R a“ oO ’ f vy bes se € s tna nar ome time to run, 1S 
b ( Ba 0 ) . NA <( the 1t the p es for services asked by 
la oe rede \ O i ea vere impossible to secure 
Ano Y acth —10ng ne i € : Mare \ Vi basex Oo P reputations It’s a 

rS 3 = ] ‘ bh " ne y 

by Le an ‘ - Sullava and bandleade Paul situatio! tna neither the bands nol 
ni Dane, - va ; Baro é ¢ ( iWNOULralyo B ‘ 4 i eip H RI co S 
a de led b the ‘ ; : ; the oht ’ a e ) € fa out of | 

ta Bbarte ana 4 : 
the (¢ vsta COCK tne et oO $20 pre . . 
in nemployment taxé va b ! Mi » lavan ar Baror put pa 

‘ P . sal threatened . 
t] : f av and assertediy threatenec . 
spot on the basis ol x one oht q ; 
dates played by various bands be- legal actiot It is now being pub- ¥r In S € on ) 
tween August, 1941, and January, | lished witt the names of all three P ‘ R “ Als N k 
1942. Outcome of the test case will | listed as co-writers, It is not @ pub- oint ating 0 ee ‘ 
have an important effect on the lic domain melody, despite genera 
union’s Form B agreement, which | belief. To Defer Melon Chee S 
akes the user of an orchestra its cause of “rum” in the title, the | : 
7 a ; hereby liabl > for the pay- | nig : fr +) network Irving Berlin’s protest over last 

nployer, reo abie for th ay | tune is arre rom the network : . . 
employer, the . ‘ ar a gp b ; e is barred c ; the - week’s action of the publishers clas- 

ent f he security anc inem- , cause the ‘ a-cola ’ 
ment of social secu ; An because of the coca-ct sification board of the American So- 

| ment vie angle iln ars bave nixed i : 
oS oe i t] cae amici - xed the | ciety of Composers, Authors and 
sc ; | reside ol he _— .. 

Oscal k Hild > ic ) ng Publishe has been filed with the 

vit I ‘ Cc s 3 a I ©€ili- 

Cin ati 10Cal AF and cietv. accompanied by the request 
f the executi\ ard, was on ‘ 

be of the executive boarc va : | that the final quarter distribution of 

> ‘ hr < the s<eCcONnc : 

the stand three hour e sect Upped Payrolls for Bands income be deferred until the protest 

. } ris " ‘ o De on 
dav of the trial, ansv ering que has been reviewed Merlin was 
tions put to him by both Padwa) Just Off the To Mean awarded a 4,000-point availability 

+.) . aeial acsict : ' 
and Harold D. Cohen, special assist p classification as a result of his re- 
ant to the U. S. attorney general. cent split with Saul Bornstein and 


concerning the claim of Bartels that 
union's by-laws make the leader o! 


Few Vaude Dates on Tap 


the removal of all his own 


a an to the new Irving Berlin firm (Bourne 

a band the employer of his musi- Of all the effects of increased drew a 2.750-point rating) 
cians and as such, “he is just as | operating costs on bands and band Since the protest wasn’t filed until 
liable to tax payments as the user | buyers the phase involving the after the meeting last week, which 
of his music.” lower-priced independent theatres | actimated the final quarter cut, plus 

Hild testified that the management | U5!"'5 vaudfiln policies is MOSt| the fact that the checks for these | 
of any job played by a band is en- | UEIque. — These houses, int luding } payments are due to go out today 
titled to issue orders to musicians as | Loew's State, N. Y.. have reached | (Wed.), it's unlikely that the dis- 
to the kind of music played, number | he point where they are rare- | tribution can be held up as request- 
of selections, type, method of play-|1¥ able to schedule a band 0M} eq by Berlin. 
ing them (oud or soft) ntermis- | the intermediate popularity level 7 
sions. etc. hence is the employer | Though such bands might want to 


of the band. If these rules, and any play the houses, they ag prevented 
other reasonable ones are not com- | from working them by high operat- 
plied with, the user of the music is | ' a 
entitled to appeal to the union. he | Since musicians became scarce, | 
said. Petrillo’s testimony. was along the leaders of secondary bands are | 
the same lines. | forced to bid for men in the open 


REPORTS ON BIG BIZ 


ing costs. 


The music publishing biz in Aus- 
} tralia has been flourishing, accord- 
Form B was put into effect in the | market against contemporaries in the | ing to Geoffrey Allan of Allan & Co., 





| 

spring of 1941 and is operating with | *©P bracket, who are able to pay | Melbourne publishing house, who | 

the approval of the Internal Revenue | much better money. As a result,| jc visiting now in New York. Only | 

Department. pernaee pay rolls —" a a from | the paper shortage and quotas is| 

— = low er-rated theatres. At! keeping biz down. Interest in musie| 

’ | the same time, their lack of popu-| generally has increased, Allan eave. | 

. JACK ROBBINS LIFE | larity bars mem from the deluxe | in classical as well as pop fields. 
houses such as the Paramount, 


S : LN. Y. Chi : | symph orchestra this year 
Strand, Capitol, N. Y., Chicago, Chi., | their number of concerts. 


DRAMATIZED OVER MBS 


)ete. Briefly, both the bands and | pig demand from armed forces for 

Jack Robbins’ life will be drama-| theatres are in the middle between music and instruments camps wank. 
tized over Mutual, originating from); costs and forced asking prices, ing all the latent : nusshers as | 
WGN, Chicago, as part of the “Free-| with the situation, as far as the a as they ie aii After the 
dom of Opportunity” series. Show | theatres are concerned, reaching an | one owe Allan there: will be a| 
is commercially sponsored over the} acute stage. ie eg ; 


entire MBS circuit and hits the east | 
an hour later. 
It's scheduled for Dec. 28. 


Top-name bands are 
question for these theatres, since 
they eannot often give percentage 


| deals such as the majority of this 


out of the) est, partly due to new development 


No new war song has come up in 


m | tvpe of band demands. If they do, ; : 
y » r Says, 7 
W LB Okays Scale Hike the houses are forced to boost ad- ee ae a Benog 
ee mission prices, which, they have | uw.y.:.. ay ay 
At Philly s BS Hote iGeucth dMemntes seedy eatrenage | Waltzing Matilda,” only Australian | 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 
War Labor Board last week ap- 
Proved an _  $l1l-per-man-per-week | 
increase for the Meyer Davis unit 
playing the Bellevue-Stratford hotel, 
bringing the wage level to $66 a 


and results in a drop-off of trade for 
several weeks after. 


DETROIT NABES IN 





tune. “Lili Marlene,” fave of Allied 





down under. Presence of American 


on their music. Jack O'Hagan, “the 


week. Raise is retroactive to Sept., | STAGE SHOW UPSURGE Seat eee ee ee 
1943. } L eer mon a SOY s5oM ...csoains 


Meets a Girl From Gundagai,” and 
sales total 15,000 copies a week. 
‘Words & Music, Inc., is bringing 


Increase is similar to that awarded | 
members of a Davis unit playing the | 
Benjamin Franklin hotel. An equiv- 


Detroit. Dec. 19. 
With vaudeville back in the loop 
here on a steady basis. more nabes 


cans ted : ; 7 it out in U. S.). “Road to Gun- 
a - = wemerd being sought by | are experimenting with stage shows dagai.” which O'Hagan wrote in 
ocal 77, AFM, for bandsmen at the | bicycling in top acts from the | 1922. is still a great fave and con- 
Hotel Adelphia. niteries. 


sistent big seller, says Allan, 
O’Hagan’'s latest is “When the Little 
Ships Come Sailing Home.” 


ASCAP’s Raises, Bonuses 





Because of the success on a one- 
| day policy, which doubled grosses 





| On the stage show nights, the Allen Of American’ tunes, “White 
’ Board of directors of the Ameri- | Park theatre in suburban Allen Park Christmas” right now is a big Aussie 
can Society of Composers, Authors |‘ UPPIns to three stage shows a ee <a g suetner wong =e 
and Publishers, in inecting- last | week. The Krim Brothers also are “Always. Australia, Allan admits, 
Thursday (14) ‘ voted valeme oad Starting off a policy of stage shows| is a bit behind on American num- | 
bonuses to certain field men and | pew prong woes at their Abington a ae ge eee . -_ " 
homeoftice employees. Among those | y Pe roder Cireuit, after Jan. ~ a t ’ ye being esame ! 
given a bonus were John G. Paine,| { al ms aoe shows ase! mae swe All soil : ram : 
ainhieil mime’: days a week, starting with their; Allan will spend a week in New 


| York, 


Kramer theatre. 
inn . biz. 


then head for England. 


Both raises and bonus are subject. Is looking for music novelties, 


of course, to approval by the War 


ee 





|}also for war supplies in U. S. and 

Labor Board. Grand M ° t Publish | England for his firm’s radio and 

a a SRST SS USIC 0 | publishing interests, as well as 

‘ music supplies and instruments to 

LEW STONE ovine uP > BAND Score of ‘A Lady of 2’| turnish Aussie troops. Will return 
ncaon, a FP 


for another brief stay in N. Y. after 


Grand Musie Co., in which band- English visit, then head for home. 


Lew Stone is disbanding his band. 





_ Plugfest Tribute to Kern 


A sentimental salute to Jerome Kern’s Jubilee Week, teed off by 
Paul Whiteman and the music-radio bunch, is interpreting itself into 
excellent plugs for “More and More” and other excerpts from the 
composer's latest, “Can't Help Singing” (Universal-Deanna Durbin). 

It’s not only a plug for this specific pic but the radio artists have 
taken it up as an opportunity to reprise the wealth of Kerniana extant 


Nidorf’s Exit From General Amus. 
Stuns Band Biz; No Plans As Yet 





Swingin’ in New Year 


Some band age! € are find- 
ng peculiar reactio in this 
vear’s band sales for New Years 
Eve. It is, of course, bigger than 
ever, but there has been a 
marked tendency toward swing 
bands, while some _ so-called 


sweet bands go begging 
Since the trend during the past 
couple years has been increas- 


ingly toward sweeter music, as 
per consumer demands, agencies 
can’t understand the current 


attitude 





melodies | 


} with another agency 


FOR AUSSIE MUSICOS | 


doubling | 
There is a} 


| many 


tremen s ; i sie i ee 
dous increase in music inter- | prices 


in music taste among Aussie soldiers. 


folksong, and made it into a war | 
troops in Europe, is hardly known | 


troops in Australia has had its effect | 





on | 








One of ace outfits in England, it 
originally was formed 15 years ago 
from nucleus of Roy Fox aggrega- 
tion when American maestro was 
stick wielding at the ritzy Monseig- 
neur restaurant and ordered by his 
doctor to Switzerland. 
took over, and is now retiring be- 
Lew Stone, who was Fox's pianist, 
@ause of ill health. 


| 7 a | 


| leader Harry James is a partner, 
will publish the score of the Shu- 
bert’s “A Lady of ?” musical, which 
opened at the Forrest theatre, Phila- 
delphia recently. Score is by Arthur 


Stanley Adams, lyrics. 


Plug songs are: “You're More 
Than a Name,” “Take My Heart 
With You” and “I Wonder Why You 





Wander.” 
—— 7 


Gershwin-Fred Spielman, music. and | 


WB PACTS CAVALLARO 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Warners inked Carmen Cavallaro 
band to a term deal with “The Time. 
the Place and the Girl” as the first 
task. 

Studio assigned Leo Robin and Ar- 
thur Schwartz to write special tunes 
for the film. - : 





bor “5.9 





Dean Hudson Books Self 
Through South After 


Dean Hudson, 


| lease from a booking contract at} 
Music Corp. of America recently, and | 


so far hasn’t been able to hook up 


with General Amusement Corp.), 


| proceeded last week to book himself 
}on a 


run through the south, where 
he is widely known. Unable to sit 
around and wait for an agency to lay 


out a route for him, if one could be | 


gotten, the leader and Tom 
phrey, Virginia promoter 
concerned himself 


Pum- 
who has 


in the band’s af- 


fairs, set one up themselves. Pro- 
cedure is not unheard of, but it is| 
rare. 


Hudson closed Saturday (16) at the 
Lincoln hotel, N. Y.. where he had 
been located since last spring. His 
squabble with MCA, which resulted 
in his securing a release, was based 
on the agency's difficulty in booking 


his band. He felt that the long 
months at the hotel, with air time, | 
should have made booking him | 


easier. Agency claims that the leader 
put too high a price on his services, 
and it found the business unrecep- 
tive. (This is an item that is causing 
leader headaches currently; 
operating costs have driven 
far out of line with  b.o. 


high 


values. ) 
For the same reason, MCA gave 


Australia from World War II, he| releases last week to John Kirby and 


the McFarland Twins orchestras. 





T. DORSEY BAND SET 
AT MEADOWBROOK 


Tommy Dorsey apparently has 
given up plans for operating a ball- 


room in the east similar to his 


“COTéiiriades “spét” in Weed” BERTI; 


Cal., in which brother Jimmy D. is 
a partner. T. D. has been booked to 
play Frank Dailey’s 
Cedar Grove, N. J., immediately 
following his run at the Capitol the- 
atre, N. Y., which opens tomorrow 
(21), 

Dorsey's stay at Dailey’s depends 
on his run at the Cap, which is for a 
minimum of four weeks. Sammy 
Kaye closes the spot Jan. 21 and 
Woody Herman opens Feb. 15. 


DUPREE’S SWITCH IN PHILLY 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Reese Dupree, for years promoter 
of Negro dances exclusively in this 
area, has shifted to staging white 
dances. He'll continue to operate at 
Town Hall Fridays or Saturday eve- 
nings. 

First hop Dupree ever ran with 
a white band occurred last week 
with Jack Teagarden, followed later 
in the week by Les Brown. 


Louis Prima’s orchestra, 
at Frank Dailey’s 
Newark, where it holds over until 
Jan. 21, has been rebooked for 
either Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, or the Terrace spot for some- 
time in May. Which spot is played 
depends on the condition of trans- 
portation problems on that date. 


current 
Terrace Room, 


— —+ 


; Since 


j 
In 


who secured a re-} 


(he was talking | 











ffiliete . Chalsea 


Meadowbrook, | 








creer nna 


Mike Nidorf, vice-president 


anda 


major stockholder in General 
Amusement Corp., stunned the band 
business last week by tendering his 
resignation, effective Jan. 1 He as 
sertedly has no plans for the in 

mediate future, but is weighing a 


number of: offers made to him since 
his move away from GAC became 
known. He leaves for California 


Jan. 5 and will be gone several weeks, 
after which he will take up with 
whatever new connection is settled 
on by then. 
Nidorf's move, 
shocked the majority of bandsmen, 
but it wasn’t surprising to people 
close to him who have known of his 
attitude toward the band field ever 
he was released from the 
last April. He was a Captain 
Chemical Warfare division 


as cited above, 


Army 
the 


| and assertedly would have preferred 


Getting MCA Release 


remaining in uniform 


(he at one 
time told a “Variety” reporter he 
would like to stay in service even 
| after the war). 

At any rate, Nidorf was plainly 
dissatisfied in the band field. Just 
before getting out of service, he was 
negotiating with Eddie Sherman on 


the Coast re assuming full charge of 
the latter’s agency in N. Y., a deal 
which fell through. It’s known that 
his ultimate aim is a picture produc- 
ing post on the Coasf, however. 


Nidorf was with GAC since its 
inception nine or 10 years ago. He 
started as a one-night booker and 


at the time of his resignation is said 
to have owned 17'2% 4«of = the 
agency's stock. Whether this will be 
bought out by the agency, or out- 
siders, or whether he will retain it, 
is unanswered. 


GAC is currently mulling Nidorf’s 
replacement. No one is definite, it’s 
said, except that it will be a man 
from within the organization. This 
assertion points to Art Weems, head 
of the Chicago office. 


ROMM, MUSICRAFT 
REACH SETTLEMENT 


Irving Romm, former general man- 
ager of Chelsea Music, and the own- 
ers of Musicraft Records, who were 
in partnership with him in the music 
firm, settled their affairs last week. 
Romm sold out his interest in the 
firm (said to be 20%) to them. He 
had broken off his association with 
it the week before after a dispute. 

Musicraft’s owners also intend to 
set up a second music publishing 
house immediately after the first of 
the year. It may be titled Viking 
and will be an American Sociéty of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
is with Broadcast 
Music, Inc. Pete Doraine remains in 
charge of the latter firm. 


When Trumpeter Ziggy 
Gets Out He'll Join T. D. 


When trumpeter Ziggy Elman 
comes out of the Army he will not 
immediately begin formation of his 
own band. Instead, he will return 
to Tommy Dorsey’s orchestra until 
the time is ripe for his own combina- 
tion. He is under contract to Arthur 
Michaud, Dorsey's manager. 

Exactly when Elman will be out of 
uniform is, of course, uncertain. He 
is currently leading a service band 
on the west coast. 


War Hazards 
London, Dec. 1. 

Peter Maurice’s hit number, “On 
the Bridge of Avignon,” which was 
getting into the British best sell- 
ers, was suddenly yanked by order 
of the French Government due to 
the French Forces of the Interior 
having adopted the tune as code sig- 
nal. Accordingly, the British Broad- 
casting Corp. vetoed it for security 
reasons. 

Ban has now been lifted. with 
number revived again after six 


months. 
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Local 802, N. Y., Rank-File Hopped-Up 
Over Alleged Election Irregularities 


Members of N.Y. local 802 of the¢ 


American Federation of Musicians 
were in a high state of excitement 
late last week over the discovery of 
alleged irregularities in the handling 


of the local’s recent election. Gist 
of the reason for the high blood- 
pressure is the fact that 802’s ballot- 
ing must be handled by the Honest 
Ballot Assn. by local law This out- 
fit was advertised to have conducted 
the recent election, but some mem- 
bers claim to have discovered that 
G ge J. Abrams, who rode herd 
on the recent voting, 1S not now con- 
nected with the Honest Ballot group, 


although he was a formet nployee. 


Apparently this theory is all wet. 
Abrams was reached at the offices 
of the Honest Ballot organization 
yesterday ‘(Tues.) morning. At least, 
a voice representing itself to be 
Abrams answered queries. One of | 
the items which helped steam 802’s 
membership up, and it must be said, 
in fairness, that the steam is strong- 


est among the candidates and thei 
followel! vho were defeated in the 
last election, is that Abrams was 
paid off by 802 with a check made 
out to him personally rather than 


the outfit he represented. In turn, he 


paid off helpers with his own checks 


He sertedly drew $1,400 for the 
chore, plus a $500 tip 
Following the election, defeated 


candidates and their followers were 
emphatic in their belief that the 
balloting vas conducted honestly 
“Variety” was so informed at the 


ASCAP’s Final 
Cut $1,660,0 


melon 
Com- 


As 
of the Ame} 


final quarter 
Society of 
Publishers 


expeciea 


ican 


posers, Authors and 

reached slightly over $1,660,000, not 
ioo far off the advance estimate of 
$1,700,000 This is the highest 
quarter divvy ASCAP has ever dis- 
tributed, but is still not final. In or- 
der to clear such items up before 
the holidays, the Society’s board of 
directors met last Thursday (14) in- 
stead of Dec. 28, and December's 


income, of necessity, had to be esti- 
mated, 

Final quarter figure gave ASCAP 
the best year in its history. Its 12- 
month melon, amounting to approxi- 
mately $6,000,000, is $1,200,000 better 
than any previous year. Checks go 
Out today (Wed.). 


Another New Disc Firm 
Touted, This Time With — 
$10,600,000 Bankroller 


Papers are said to have been com- | 
pleted last week on the formation | 
of a new recording company that, | 
according. to. -Mi he. no | 
small proposition. Principal back- | 
ers of the venture are two of the | 
largest organizations currently in 
the theatrical field, with finances as- 
Sertedly amounting to $10,000,000. 
It’s all so secretive at the moment 
that everyone allegedly concerned 
Scurries for cover when approached 
on the subject. 

In the past year or so there have 
been dozens of reports re new re- 
cording companies and literally 
mounds of blueprints have been 
drawn for postwar organization. The 
Venture outlined above, however, 


has no connection with any previous 
plans. 


renorts 
No! 





N. Y. Hotelmen Appeal WLB 
Upping of Musickers’ Pay 


N. Y. Hotel Men’s Assn., as ex- | 
pected, has filed an appeal with the 
War Labor Board, on the latter's de- 
Cision granting Local 802 of the 


American Federation of Musicians 
hes Tight to raise night club and 
otel scales. Appeal automatically 


suspends application of the upped 
rates and is expected to consume 
another six or eight weeks before 
final settlement of the situation. 
Local 862 ordered a raise, effective 
Sept. 1, 1943; and it was held up 
pending a WLB action until several 





weeks ago. , 





Clyde McCoy to Marry 


One of His Vocal Quartet 


19. 
girls 


San Antonio, Dec. 


Four Bennett Sisters, local 


| who for seven years have sung with 


| 


| 


' Federation of Musicians. 


| department 


| 3s 


Clyde McCoy’s Orchestra, are break- 
The reason—one of their 


ing up 


Gloria Parker’s Band 


with male band, is currently form- 


Kanty Lyceum Ballroom, Buffalo. 
She will baton five strings, five sax, 
three trumpets, two trombones, two 
French horns and _ three 
She plays vibes. 

Her run in Buffalo is indefinite. 





| 


BML, Like ASCAP, 


number is already married, and two} 


others plan San An- 


tonio Jan. 20. 
Maxine Bennett, oldest of the four, 


to marry in 


will marry McCoy, who became na- 
tionally famous fol s Sugai 
Blues Charlie Bell Bennett will 
marry William L Dub Wallen, 
McCoy’s closest friend and fellow 
{trumpet player in the Navy Blues 
Orchestra at the Naval Technical } 


Training Center at Memphis 


McCoy's entire orchestra joined 
the Navy in 1942, Since that time 
the Bennett sisters have worked in 
the ship’s service store in Memphis | 
in order to continue to sing with the 
orchestra 


Goldman Quits 


MPCE Council 


Mae Goldman, professional man- 
ager of Harms, Ine one of the 
Warner Bros. music firms, resigned 
his position on the Council of the 
Music Publishers Contact Employees 
inion last week after a dispute dur- 
ing a meeting of the group. His 
resignation at first \ ‘t taken seri- 
ously, but he refused to attend an- 
other Council confab set for Monday 
(18), saying that h move will stick 

Goldman quit alter a meeting last 
week (11) during which another pro- 
fessional manager was hauled onto 
the carpet for allegedly making de- 
rogatory remarks about the methods 
used by two contact people to get 
plugs. One of the people to whom 
he is said to have made the crack, a 
member of the Council, refused to 
substantiate the manage) remark, 
although he heard it, and Goldman 
quit in a huff over the lack of co- 


operation 


AFM TO GET AULD’S 
SNAG VS. WM. MORRIS 


Georgie Auld has taken his con- 
tractual dispute with the William 
Morris agency to the American 


A 
Morris 
and Rex Ri- 


meeting 


scheduled between 
officials 


is 


cardi, assistant to James C. Petrillo | 
in an attempt to work out a sep- 
aration. Morris assertedly wants | 


$15,000 for Auld’s 
about $7,000 he owes 
missions. 

Frederick Bros. agency is said to 
be interested in acquiring Auld, to 
the point where it is willing to ad- 
Vance the Morris agency the money 
the leader owes. However, the deal 
stymied by the $15,000 price- 


plus 
com- 


agreement, 
in back 


| placed on the contract. 


Auld currently is laying off. He 
broke up his band until the above 
situation is ironed out. 


BMI Compiles Brochure 


Of Recorded Tune Titles" 


To make it easier for member- | 
licensees to quickly ascertain re- 
corded tunes to which Broadcast | 


Music Inc. holds performance rights, 
a brochure has been prepared list- 


ing all titles. This data is assem- 
bled under bandleader names, since 
most recorded programs are made 


up from that viewpoint. Included in 
the information is a brief biography 
of each maestro. 

BMI allows performance credits 
for songs performed via recordings. 
ASCAP does not. 


ROCKWELL TO COAST 


Thomas G. Rockwell, president of | 


General Amusement Corp., left N. Y. 
Saturday (16) for his annual Xmas 
visit to the Coast. He'll be gone about 
four weeks only this time. 
Comparatively short stay west is 
probably due, in some measure, to 
the resignation last week of v-p. 
Mike Nidorf ‘see separate story). 


band | 


| Faces Headaches 
On Hotel Pacts 


Broadcast Music, Ine., 
approaching hotel users of its music 
after Jan. 1 with licensing contracts 
In teeing up its long-expected drive 
that field, BMI will probably 
|; run head-on into some explosive 
|} action from hostelry operators, : 


De? 


into 


of whom are currently embroiled 

ith the rival American Society of 
Composers, Authors and Publishers 
which the threes of revising 
annual hostelry and nitery fees and 


not having an easy time of it 


| ASCAP must reshuffle its hote) 
and nitery contracts to conform with 
a new rate structure agreed upon 
with the government in the consent 
decree devised during the Society's 
fight with radio in 1941. To achieve 
more uniform fees among niterie 
and hotels that operate in opposition 
Oo one another. the Society t 
lows some fees and raise oO 
aha in sO QOoOIneg has Der n ) 
o strong opposition. Ree 
anon-Aragon ballroom, Chicago, case 
is an example. Another is the 
Te race Room, New: } ere 
ASCAP eek a pDoos'\ oO SOUU 
vearly to $1,500. Frank Dailey 
er, asse) he'll close the oom be 
fore 9reeing to the boost 
Harry Somerville, who joined BMI 
last ummer as its hotel contact 
an, will supervise the licensing 


D.C.Maestro Draws 4-Yr. 
Prison Term and $1,000 


Fine for Service Evasion 


Everett (Washie) Bratcher, p 
num haired local bandleadei was 
sentenced to four years in prison, 
fined $1,000 for draft evasion 

Bratcher, when called for sen- 


he was 
was guilty 
he he should be sent 
prison for life or hung. He w 
victed of attempting to evade serv- 
by appearing before the Fort 
Myer induction board on November 
22, 1943, under the influence of ben- 
zedrine, taken, the government con- 
tends, to induce high blood pressure 

In accepting sentence Bratcher 
impassionately pleaded that he was 
ready to go into any branch of the 
service. His attorney noted an ap- 
peal and the band leader is on 
$3,500 bail. 


JOHN KIRBY AWARDED 
5G IN LIBEL ACTION 


John Kirby was awarded $5,000 
damages by Judge John Bright in 
Federal court, N.Y., last week in his 
suit for $50,000 damages against the 
| Pittsburgh Courier, Negro news- 
paper. Kirby sued for libel after 
the sheet, in its Aug. 5 issue, itemed, 
“If John Kirby doesn’t report for 
induction his draft board wil] have 
the FBI track him down.” 

In his opinion, Judge Bright inti- 


tence, denied given a fair 
trial. If he 


declared, 


as charged, 


to 


aS COon- 


ice 


free 


mated that the jury’s award of 5G’s 
for such an unfounded slur might 


not be sufficient remuneration. 


L. A. Local 47 Reelects 
Officers, All Unopposed 


Hollywood, Dec. 19. 

Local 47. American Federation of 

Musicians, held elections last night 
|; with incumbent chiefs going back in 
for another term unanimously, since 
they were unopposed. Proposition 
that term of office be extended from 
one to two years for all officers was 
also approved. 

Reelected were: J. K. Wallace, 
prez: John T. Groen, v.p.; Frank 
Pendelton, recording secretary, and 
Al C. Meyer, financial secretary. 
Board of directors and trusiees also 
were returned to their duties. 


— 


In Buff Teeoff Jan. 10 


Gloria Parker, femme bandleader, | 
who has worked various N. Y. spots | 


ing a 21-piece “Swingphony” orches- | 
tra which will debut Jan. 10 at the | 


rhythm. | 


ASCAP 


in Bid to Recapture Peer's 


APRS Holdings, Presaging Hot Figh 





Paxton Orch Into Par, 
N. Y., and Maybe Penn H. 


George Paxton’s orchestra, one of 


the handful of new bands organized 


this vear, has been booked into the 


Paramount theatre, N. \ 
follow wit 2 run at 
ania hotel, N. ¥ At the 
Ballroom, N. Y., almost thout let- 


p ince is formaltiol ast spl 
Paxton s ompbo 18 tne f 1 Fre 
ck Bros outfit nto the Pi 
years and, i goes the Pe 

he first FB outfit in that spot. Hotel 
deal was made direct, ot thre 
General Amusement Corp 
heretofore has ad the ostel 
sewed up 

Dates are at the Par, appre ‘ 
ly March 28 and the Pe ( ich 


has 


Dut col 


verbally, okaved Tne 
tracts havent been igned 
ine Dana woulda 


starting June 4 


Loss Date Snag 
To AFM Exec Ba. 


Rex Ricardi, assistant to James 
C. Petrillo, who ha been conduct 
ig tne investigation into io 

location dates in N.Y pi 
eral months, will place the prob 


lem before the American Federation 
of Musicians’ executive board, which 

eets next mont At t neet 
i olutior Vill be sought and 

iid ecommendation will be mad 

{ ne union order remote proad 

cast wires be pulled fre ( ial 
spots deemed to be the most flagrant 
Violators of what the union thinl 
harmful to the progress of ba 
nostly those just trying to get a 
toehold in the busine 

Ricardi’s action, or rather the ex 


ecutive board’s action, if it is 
vill be national in 
nvoive N.Y only 
ht 


MUSICIAN AWARDED 176 
DAMAGES IN BUS CRASH 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 


not 
spots in 


thoug 


George White, bass player, for- | 
merly with Skinnay Ennis’ or- | 
chestra, was awarded $17.000 dam- 


ages in Hammond, Ind., U. S. District 
Court last week against White Con- 
solidated, Inc., for injuries 
in a bus accident in 1941. White 
testified his leg has been injured 
so severely he could no longer stand 
up to play his bull fiddle. 

Accident occurred in Gary, Ind., 
in summer of 1941, when a bus car- 
rying Ennis’ band struck an un- 
lighted street repair barricade. Sev- 
eral other members of the orchestra 
were injured also and have damage 


suits pending. Ennis’ band, ai the 
Palmer House at the time, was out 
playing a club date on its night 


off from the hotel. 
La. Gov. Enjoins Musician 
From Using His Tag 


New Orleans, Dec. 19 
Governor James H Davis an 
nounced Friday (15) he had _ ob- 


tained from chancery court in Hinds 
county, Miss., an order permanently 
enicining James Cockrell from using 
the governor's professional name of 
“Jimmie Davis” as a_ professional 
musician, composor or actor. 

Decree, signed by Chancellor V 
J. Strickner, found that the com- 
plainant, the Louisiana governor 
first used the name in connection 
with writing and singing of 
and that the mame ‘has come 
understood by the public as 
nating the governor. 

Order did not enjoin the defend- 


songs 
10 be 


desig- 


ant, described as now in the armed 
service, from using his full name, 
“James Davis Cockrell or Jimmie 


Davis Cockrell.” 

Lani MeclIntyre’s Royal 
and the Five Aloha Maids will open 
in the Rainbow Room of the 
more hotel, Albany, Friday (22). 
They were at the Lexington hotel in 
New- York for three years. 


Hawaiians 


ome es eS re ar) 


+ 


received | 


Ken- | 


id the 
Compose S 


Music Ine. a 
of 


Both Broadcast 
American Society 


Authors and Publishers are already 
quest of the performing rights to 
Latin tunes grouped under Ralph 
Peer’s American Performing Righis 
Society Peer’s current five-vear 
agreement with BMI, consummated 
ig ASCAP'’s fight with radi : 
erestS, aduring a d eC ise of ? 
i i] DOr! es! l 
De 1, 1945 
I et that AS I 
oO ive the Pee le ik 
If t oO _ 
‘ { i le ( ‘ € 
, PMI . 
et 
ne J > 
SCAP financial demands « ) - 
( Peer o ina!) ( 
BMI be ise of bar Vy 
If ASCAP 1 - 
les t if the Societ - 
( urning to i ( 
vine nted by API } 
stly price 
Prior t pproach to ] 
et back tne 1 
rm P earl u! 
He an Finklestein to Mex 
ivle t source of thet - 
y's musie away from Peer and EMI. 
Finklestein offered $20,000 
ruarantec He didn't Ur ( 
but succeeded in drivin ( 
ost to Peer and BMI from $8.59 to 
$24.000 annually. 
Vie while, Peer las I ed 
BMI on a new fi l 
) ( inal vear of th ( 
we fi ( i 
for. ASCAP'’ V it, 
i cd that BMI has gu rar 
PRS 150.000. plu one aifo 
¢ i ance royalite ( 
i it Th i 
j b < ,0.0 ‘ 
between € ) - 
allo ( t! current 
Dec. 3] 


MIntvre’s BMI. 
Pubiishing Deal 


VicInivre is also neve a 
formance deal] Broad- 

F Music, Inc. If it goes through, 
1€ will set up a publishing firm ne 
ar to the many other non-: ve 
outfits arranged between BMI] id 
bandljeaders. He has been offered a 
$12,000 per year advance against 
performance royalties of originais in 
his book, the usual arrangement of 
this sort. There are otfier deals in 
the works with Vaughn Monroe and 


Lawrence Welk, it’s said. 
McIntyre is currently at the Come 
modore hotel, N. Y. 


Les Brown-Glaser-Brooks 
Deal for Latter’s Band 


} 

| 
Dropped; Mulls New $$ 
Plans between maestro Les Brown, 
his manager, Joe Glaser, and trum- 
| peter Randy Brooks, through whch 
the ‘eader and his pilot were to 
| finance the formation of a band for 


Brooks, have been dropped. As a 
result, he is proceeding alone ih 
blueprints for his own combins. on 
and has been talking to Ccnerul 


' Aimusement Corp. re a bookin Cf The 


tract. He's also chinning with . < 
Robbins. 

Brooks. who was with Bio or 
| two years or so, had lately becn 
out o1 the band due to trouble with 
his lip. He had an operation for the 
removal of a cyst. 


Phil Spitalny Orch On 
New Concert Tour Jan. 15 


Phil Spitalny’s all-femme 
of Charm” orchestra will 
other brief concert tour, Jan. 15. in 
Washington, D. C. Drawing $3.500 
guarantee on each date against 60° 
of the gross, the band will play. in 
order, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Har- 
risburg and Hartford. At $3.60 top, 
j}all dates have been virtually sold 
lout already. Harry Squires of 
'Music Corp. of America booked 
Spitalny’s last string of 10 con- 
jcert dates piled up a gross of 
| $107,000, out of which the leader 
| netted $51,000, 


*}iour 


begin ane- 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 








1. Don't Fence Me In (5) (Harms)......... Crosby-Andrews ......Decca 
2. White Xmas (Berlin) (4) .........00-- Bing Crosby ...<0..«.mecca 
{ Evelyn Knight....... Decca 
8. Dance With Dolly (12) (Shapiro) ) Vaughan Monroe....... Victor | 
} 
; ; “ — nk Snots Yecca | 
4 I'm Making Believe (2) (BVC) ......... Ink Spots....-+se0e- ie | 
é “a { Pied Pipers........- Capitol | 
6. Trolley Song (9) (Feist) ) Tony Pastor...... Bluebird | 
. " ’ \ B 4 ( S ° De a | 
6 Together (11) (Crawford ) 1 Do ER Si Victo! 
1 Decca 
7. I Wa Alone (16 VI x . 
Vv i IT 
g 7 1 T 7 De 
4 ra i >) Ra Ly . 
| B Cla 
1 \ H ® £3 y De : 
S Hit 
M 7 | | 
«J * N [ > 
AUSIC !YOUeS 
Jack Marshall donating musical Accentuate the Positive” for Victor 
education to two disabled soldiers, | Records 
wounded in combat. 
an Gene Austin signed to cui 10 sides 
_— nde is own label for Richar« 
Bing Cresby recorded three tune ee label for Ric “2 d A 
: : : on Nelson Co., which has been releasing 
fron the picture, “Out of TI G : : . ‘ 
World,” for Decca os Cecil Gant 
Harry James, L Ne : and 
King Sisters waxed “Cand, " He r 
- EE SEE ee? - \ D I f () \1 
Top Tunes for Your Books | ‘c. °Becsise atanner” 
op Tunes fer Your Books | te. “Bedside Manne 
An All-Time Favorite ee” Weniiy  eivien ; 
‘ Scnoiarsniop to ft > rt¢ T TY 
ry » sme, @ 7 vs > , 
ON THE SUNNY | the texas Boys Ra he 
helps to port 


SIDE OF THE 




















Cosmopolitan Publishers, 
STREET | trey, shattered to conduct 
. 4 ° mublishing busine Ne Yo 
~~ vit! a wits 10 ( vu nare 
Music by eee no par value 
Published by Peter Tinturin bac in Hollywood 
: . _— to write music after two yea in 
SHAPIRO-BERNSTEIN ae: ee 
teal Spike Jones and his City Slickers 
che tee 
signea for two George Pal Puppe- 
Tx TI —_— a ‘ adie 
wy BREA is ane cerriso ETT AL Sr ge? | toons at Paramount 
i = = = ne 14 
pes Se 
i _. oo oo “ od ‘ . . 
- 2st oagt soereir fF Century Distributors, Inc., char- 
=f ep h oa 
=} —tas = : tered to conduct a business in the 
HARRY JAMES |manufacture and distribution of | 
| phonograph records, in N. Y. Capi- 
rf tant ‘ 
and many other top tal stock is 200 shares, no par value. | 
orchestra leaders a 
Uses this 8x5 VISUAL record Al Newman using all original 
of iit rer 100 pu ‘ 7 < . 
cameos oian Ts aemsthes In- j music score A Tree Grows in 
cludes lead sheets and lyrics | Brooklyn” at 20th-Fox. 
ef chorus. SAMPLES FREE | 
_— Phil Boutelje and Walter Samuels 
Broadway TUNE-DEX |cleffed “Buy a Bond For a Soldier 
New York 19 for Christmas” for the Treasury De- 








Music 


partment. 








TOP HIT OF YESTERDAY. . . 
A GREAT POPULAR STANDARD TODAY 


I'LL SEE YOU IN MY DREAMS 


tyric by Gus Kahn + Music by Ishom Jones 


For artist copies, new vocal and new dance arrangements 
Get in touch with PHIL KORNHEISER;-Manager 
Standard Exploitation Department, The Big 3 


1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 


Circle 6-2939 





Week Ending Dec. 16) 
Don’t 
White Xmas ‘ 
I Dream of You.. 
I'm Making Believe 


Fence Me In...... Harms 
.Berlin 
Embassy 


secede 


10 Best Sheet Sellers | 
| 


yo a” eee Feist 
AlWAYS ..0<> a+ cone Berlin 
TEED 26. icnaeeees Crawford 


I'll Walk Alone...........Morris 
Dance With a Dolly....Shapiro | 
here Goes That Song...Shapiro | 


| 





| 
° 
Band Reviews 
LOUIS PRIMA ORCH 17 
With Lily Ann Carroll 
Terrace Room, Newark, N. J 
The effect of Louis Prima ‘ 
ra sho i be a ik to a 
ed " 
more Spi | al) re 
mend il, i between them they do 
a 10b of entertaining t t me | 
he most expensive outfits can't 
equal. Prima has been doing the 


same stuff for years; took record- 


ings of “Robin Hood” and “Ange- 
lina” (Hit label) to draw attention 
his way and as a result he seem 
headed for important money 

Aside fro I I hinge é 

ns , of 
01 i ! I 
avi ( gp the ) 
when caug! to a trick troa 
tion to a rhythm tune, he told 
dancers to “go ahead, we'll catch up 
to you.” And hey loved t his 
sori »f hii 4 »€ #) a even 
spiced With a wa ol ead 
ing and playing that keeps the eve 
of an audience, dan ng o t it 
out, on the bandstand at all time 

Prima’s instrumentatio: Tat D 
to four trumpets, three trombones, 
hive sax, four rhythm, all of whom. 
lit seem al un 18 I re not 
al] ( KR 1 Sicilian b a lo J ho 
but what they lack in finesse they 
make up for in enthusiasm, and the} 
net result is a band that frequently 
is exciting. It lays dow a good 


a 
| die Heywood’s slick six-piece rhythm 
outfit, but usual mistakes of an initial] 
|} appearance do not cloud 


the combo’s 
vast potentialities nor lessen the ter- 
rine reception it gets at this house 


Highlighted by Heywood's inspired 
ivory tickling, trumpet, sax, trom- 
bone, bass and drums are neatly 


meshed for maximum returns. Hey- 
wood has the swingiest little combo 
to make its appearance in N. Y. in 
many months, with each instrumen- 
talist aces. 

Crew really goes to town on “Begin 
the Beguine.” an outstanding ar- 
rangement, with leader spotlighted 
at piano, accompanied by drums and 
bass. It’s his outstanding offering 
here, but unfortunately dragged out 
a bit for a theatre audience. Band 
also is tops on “My Baby.” Other 
tunes are unannounced, which is not 
good for a theatre audience. 

Wear. 
RAY HERBECK ORCH. (12) 
With Lorraine Benson, Ray Cordell 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following is list of the most played 


popular tunes on the networks for the 


week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Dec 11-17, from 5 p.m 
to 1 a.m. List represents the first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical 


| order (in some cases there are ties, 


compilations embrace the NBC, CBS, 


music publishing industry. 


accounting for a longer list). The 
Blue and Mutual Networks, as repre- 


| sented by WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data 
| provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source of the 





TITLE PUBLISHER 

After Awhile Starlight 
A Little On the Lonely Sid Advanced 
Always—i“Christmas Holiday” Beri 
Confess Bourne 
Dance With a Dolls S} 
Dor Ever Change Mor 
Tx t Fer Me | Ho > Cantee Ha 
Don't You Know I Ca P ( 
FE i Bl i \y 4 Viora 
[ Drea of Yo Embassy 
I Mah Believe : und I io B\ 
Let Me Lo Y I 3 R 
Magic Is the Moonlight Bat Be \ e 
My Heart Sing Anchors Aweigt Leex 
Sleighride In July—?“Belle of the Yukon’ Burke 
Sweet Dreams Sweetheart *“Hollywood Canteen Remick 
Take Me In Your Arms Mills 
There Goes That Song Again—‘“Carolina Blues” Shapiro 
Together—?“Since You Went Away” C1 ord 
Trolley Song—i“Meet Me in St. Louis” Feist 
Waiting BMI 
What a Difference a Day Made Marks 
White Chri Holiday Int Ber li 

5 e 
od of putting over a medium speed o1 Charlies Allen, N. Y. agent, has 


its book is 


the combo 


ballad beat In addition 
tten in sucn a way thal 
enlarged to six brass-five sax 
nort notice 


cal pe 


However, there doesn’t seem to be 
much point in enlarging the group, 

th the added payroll that would 
entail. As it sounds now, due to the 
arranging, the 11 playing pieces 
(Herbeck plays sax, but isn’t working 
at currently) sound much fuller than 
their number And they do a good 
job in any tempo. Though the band 


has been redesigned. Herbeck hasn't 
lost sight of showmanship, a number 

-h 
‘) { } 


Gancing Dealt and aS gooa arrange- oral and colorful arrangements 
nent eing oO! tat to araw al auqience § 
Lily ANI! Carrol witt the ? novice 
fol Mee Pies ‘ handles bella Bago Lorraine _Bensor (Mrs Herbec K) | 
is a much-improved singer since last} 220 Ray Cordell do ‘vocals. She's 
| caught. She does a listenable job | cute, a fair saleswoma! and an okay 
Wood ) singel Cordell does well on light 
oe irhythm stuff, but isn’t as accurate as 
| EDDIE HEYWOOD ORCH. (6) he could be on ballads Wood 
Apollo, N. Y. , 
This is the first stage date for E 


BILLIE ROGERS ORCH. (15) 
| With Tony Dexter 
| Apollo, N. ¥. 

Formerly featured trumpeter with 
Woody Herman's band. femme Billie 
Rogers has formed a 
combo that appears 
places 
ance in the east (it was given a long 
build-up run at Pelham Heath Inn, 
/. Y.), but one of first stage dates. 

Leading a neatly balanced organi- 
zation, with five sax, piano, guitar 
and bass to set up against a trumpet 
threesome and three trombones, Miss 
Rogers should attend to developing 
her technique as a maestro. Now, she 
gives conducting the band secondary 
consideration as she wanders about 
stage between her own soloing and 
working with the brass section. 

This new Rogers band is 


likely to go 


important, it’s a smooth-playing out- 
fit-on almost any tune. As witness 





Edison Hotel, N. Y. 

It’s quite a surprise to find that Ray | 
Herbeck’s sweet band has gone off its | 
sugar diet and has become, since the | 
maestro’s release from the Army and | 
his return to business, an all-round | 
combo. With only four sax, three} 
trumpets, one trombone, bass, piano } 
and drums, it’s quite a neat 
jump outfit that employs a style sim- | 
ilar to Stan Kenton's on the hotter | 





stuff, and a pleasant, listenable meth- | 











——_—— 


the special arrangement of “Dark 
Eyes,” with bass player partly spot- 
lighted. It’s considerably better than | 
many so-called name crews now 
around. 

On date up here band is_ using | 
“Rogers Corner” and “Straighten 


Up,” with Miss Rogers doing vocal on 
latter. Tony Dexter, 


little | with outfit, clicks nicely with “Mak- Vocals by 
ing Believe” and “Time Waits for No | GEORGIANA 
One.” Lad is a capable balladist. ——_—_—__——— 
Wear. | Per. Rep.: JOE MOSS 
— ee — 


good all-male | 


This is not its initial appear- | 


in the | 
groove for the hep-cats, but, more | 


male soloist | 


concluded a deal to 
Charles Alexander, mu 


and song write if Cairo, Egypt 


represent 
publishes 
in 


this country 


Herman band 
Decca be 


Woody 


sides Io! fore leaving 











j 


| 
} 
| 











And His Orchestra 
Currently 
| SAVOY - PLAZA 
CAFE LOUNGE 
New York 


























FIRST NOVELTY HIT OF THE NEW YEAR! 


‘By The Writers Of MAIRZY DOATS) 
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qn x ' 
'Lupe’s Skedded Alba ; i. a] 
| F +} 
Bands at Hotel B O ’s Lupe’s “ Insid § M ne 
* ~—* “| Date Goes to Merry Macs: C 
oes (0 me acs ll 
resen herewith, } i i sti . | =n . eee 2 : : P 
‘ (Prese ted 0 th, as a weekiy tabulation, is the estimated COUST! rhe Merry Macs will replace the | Two of the major agencies in N.Y. are currently doing everything pose } 
ustness Dein n ads in wv J Tork gs phe AP giar Pas ' ; res Iv = at 
charge dust ess g done by name bands in various New York hotels late Lupe Velez at the Palace thea- | sible to block the sale of a band into a major N.Y. hotel by a third. One 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give | tre, Albany, starting Dec. 28. Miss | of the two exerting the blocking tactics has a more or less exclusive hold 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and | Velez, a recent suicide gs ganinneg~4 on the bookings at the hostelry, while the second is joining in the move 
: : ; ; se | ; ; , |} Was cOmmitted to play weeks in : . . 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) tat a eae P ap Migr : Simply as a means of preventing the third from getting any, sort of a toee 
‘ . ; vaude as headliner in a package 
Y ‘ Bg ‘a Se ante } j ; 
Gan Tee | show with Shep Fields’ orch. | hold 
Band ‘ Hotel Played Week On Date} Music Corp. of America is still In addition to simply preventing the third agency from making the sale, ' 
al Al Dina eee .exington (300; 75c-$1.5 C 95 ‘ Pe eae eee eee -“ ere . ; : ae : : , t 
Hal Aloma a 5 - : 300; 75c-$1 50) en tasoen. = 1,825 18.200 | se ¢ KINg a ne adlin e re plac ement Ww itn in order to fill the time with one of their own bands, the two blockers a 
Jerry Wald.......New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50).......... 0 71,000 1,000 | the Fields unit since it is not likely - that by keening the bandleader it tj t of tl ° il } 
nes : - - ope tha ; g tl yandleader i! uest ne job he wil ' 
Les Brown....... Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)...... a: 5508 | thet the Merry Macs will be alle tO) ne ee eee nit 
Leo Reisman. . Waldorf (550; $2) Wink: et ae eee 3 2 675 8.350 | fill out the entire tour | be able to sever his contract with the third and they will have a chance nt 
Dean Hudson Lincoln (275: $1-$1.50).... .. eee 850 14.300 - _- to sign him. In the middle of the whole deal is a comparatively new 
+, rb . 20 ewvelt (ane e e1 = € 9% 99% ‘ r/ . : . . > . * " 
Guy ——— ~ Oo vei (ve; as + 0) ne ae 2,225 34,800 I | Dba a the red, which needs the prestige of the hotel! booking. Bh 
. ch igt ; s1itmore ( $00: $ = 31 5( ) 12 ‘OC } ' / f | . Ee 
En : e (4 “31.50)............12 1,000 14,625 On the /pbea i 
Hal McIntyre Ce odore ( )€. $1-$1.50) a 1 600 1.600 as 
Alfred Ramsey, trumpeter, with| Professional Music Men’s affair next April 28 at Carnegie Hall, N. Y, 
¢ Asterisks tndicate a supporting floor show. New Yorke r, Biltmore, have per engaee™ > . “eae es . att oe : 
olin Harry James outnt. nose of pvramid , f © for ce ©) _ f se oy al > the 
ice shows. Lextngton, Hawaiian floor show uae ; ; : chef. | . 
, " event w roauce s ewhere between $40.000 and $50,000 for the PMM’s 3 
¥ 3 days Marty Greger band moves into : . : } + ah 
a William Penn Hotel’s Terrace Room coffers I 1e past, between $25,000 and $30,000 has been tops } t 
Pittsburgh, for a run ¢ Jan. 5 fol- Fred Wa 2s 0 es a ana Cri S of 200 vorces IS giving 5 ervieces ’ * 
Los Angeles 1g Bob Rhodes and his WCAE,| gratis. Px issior is been secured from N.Y. local 802 of e A wn & 
a " . tt. staff ork _ 
Freddie Martin ‘Ambassador: 900: $1-$1.50) Second rousing week at E » Stall Ork Federation of Musicians for the free performance Scale of prices as t 
old stamping grounds hoisted tabs to top 4,500. ‘ , been set, calling for $100 for boxes, $10 front orchestra, $5 back orchestra hk 
o : : idl Artie Schwartz and Freddie Mar- cite) eee d — t } 
Henry King ‘Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). Drawing heavy downtown trade | tin signed Lou Bring as musical di- | #"¢ >“ 0r balcony seats at | 
for solid 4,000 covers ector for records to be pressed a : 
—— under the Maestro label. Al Avola, arranger for Frankie Carle, and Tommy Ryan, former sub- ‘i 
; | 
Chica o ig ae leader of the Blue Barron orchestra, were pressed into service as maestros ‘3 
Horace Heidt will move into his oi ; j 
° h : ~ 1] n, | re | of Carles orchestra last week. Leade: mother died in Providence ‘11) | 
— ‘ , yy + , la Ty) . P ~ ¢2 @O8n ) wo rianon bpbaiiroom OS AnNgeies ; : hi = tf 
Carmen Cavallare empire Room. Palmer He use: 700 $3-$3.50 nin.) :, . 28 fallowi ig Ted Fio Rito’s mu- and he was unabie to rer 1 the band until Sur aay (17). ih 
- ’ } ard hhitve « he + eritie BEbemeken a . a Ja <4, IO win 1 i 
l'wo-day blizzagd blitzed tabs here, bi th Minevitch Ri als heading crew. which starts a five-week stint Avola worked in front of the combo two days at the Palace theatre, ; 
10 * snow yor )0 3.5 | 
floor w, got a good 6,500 this week A} 1 Ryan took over for the € g two-and-a-half « S at the 
Bobby Sherwoed (Panther Room, Sherman hotel: 950: $1.50-$2.50 in.) i‘ we Circle, Indianapolis f 
Sherwood followed Tommy Dorsey Friday (15). Publicity on Hall fracas Stan Kenten band checked into . 
. . s acne ao I 
did hurt Dorsev’s last stanza : rioleis ; in 2a the Hollywood Palladium for six ; ae ; 
n't hurt Dorsey’s last stanza a bit, kicking it up to 6,500. weeks after 20 weeks om the road. °| Broadcast Music, Inc., denies that the deal it is now negotiating with | 
Bill Snyder ‘Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Weather pe | Charlie Spivak, to set up an active music publishing house, involves be- ; | 
ho have rt bi > hi ar fico. ‘(rawde 1 an hestre : | , > @x , ~ —_ ’ " i 
should have hurt biz he re, but overflow crowd from across-the-street Al Donahue band held over for tween $40,000 and $50,000 Performance outfit asserts that Spivak Ss ae al, ‘ 
tevens drew 2,800. four weeks at the Aragon bead which hasn't yet been signed, will be basically similar to all other con- 1 
; Benny Streng (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel: 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Pre- | Los Angeles. } tracts existing between it and leaders with same rates and same basis of 
: “istr Ss 7 her writ} , ; 7 ic me 1 . . j 
Christmas slump felt here, with only 2,600 for Strong this time. gg , er | payment, based on performances. 
’ slewar a - BRO- ¢ Qn andi -mil Celeman and orcnestra re- ‘ i - 7 , ' , , , i 
Tommy Tucker ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 650; $3-$3.50 min.) aiken, Gia keen the Mo Spivak’s firm will be professionally managed by Jack Osfeld, who shifts 
j . ‘ked rnon cant vieker stand ~ > art ‘ — - & newe AU Sian nontns at . —" . ‘ 1 
Jampacked room kept Tucker and standard vaude acts at an even 5.000 cambo, Los Angeles. | over from Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris 4 
es | oni 
- By 
Mal Habllet’s orchestra opens a new | . ‘ : , . = hn 
” ~ ; | American Federation of Musicians headquarters in New York recently : 4 


| ° e ; 
i Location Jobs, Not in Hotels : ballroom, as yet unnamed, Dec. 16 received a letter from a wounded vet in Gardiner General Hospital, Chi- 1 i 
1) 


at Ansonia, Conn ; ‘ ; oat " 
. | cago, asking for a recording of Todd's “Little Lad.” APM referred request 




















(Los Angeles) 
T a | to Todd eet | 
} ce (Pal lium ol) | ’ Vu " } ine« th Jac ag: *s orchestra plays | . ae " . , of 
Stan Kenton (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). Good business with yack “av a ge ad Platter, made four years ago, is out of circulation RCA-Victor, how- q i! 
1 ; - ts irst f aires < in ne as ] . . . : i : 
the jive hounds keeping buyers to 30,000. - eres - ; ; <i rey ‘ ever, agreed to dig up platter’s master and press one dise for the wounded FE i 
—— ‘ - : : everal years week o an. 2 “— ee ea a 1 a 
Bernie Cummins ‘Trianon B, Southgate, fourth week). Maestro leaves | x, pp 'B ha | GI, and send it to him for Todd. a || 
Fil . ait. : = iy 
tonight (19) with biz only so-so, 6,300. —_——— ; 
Leighten Noble (Slapsy Maxie‘s, N, Los Angeles, third week), No drop | Les Barnet, composer-pianist, dis- | Because of the season. Mike Todd is releasing “Christmas Eve” from his | i 
off in holiday biz. Steady capacity 5,200. charged from the Army and re-| forthcoming “Central Park. Sigmund Romberg operetta, in advance of the Aa] | 
; : age Bae? | show’s Philly break-in, which will be literally aroumd Xmas eve. Wil- * 
joined Abbey Brown orchestra. fies. te : ; if) 
Dinah Shore, accompanied by Al liamson Bros. (the Rodgers and Hammerstein indie music pub firm) will a 
. » @X Ai e é | . - : hy 
(Chicago) Sack and musicrew, cut four sides | ‘2 Sty} BIA MOYS .aptsimo,, {yuo ay}, Futeq sty “quecs sdusquioy YsHand \ ae 
: ' . ‘] + e — : . , eee ee = snes | whiel herwis ublishes “ lahoma!,” of thei W t S . ai 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Joe E. Lewis, with Rose | for Victor. which otherwise publishes “Okishoma!,” of their own sulhersiip 3 | 
Marie and Claridge, hit home base to rate 5.500. —-—— —— ; 
| : , ' ; 1] s ‘ “ “ Tells has author “ . i++ le " iad ne. at 
Chuck Foster (Blackhawk: 500: $1-$2.50 min.). Down to 3.100 this time Jimmy Wakely pulled his band} Major Meredith Willson has authored “The Same Little Chapel’ espe j | 
for Foster out of Sunset Ranch, Los Angeles,| cially for Hildegarde, in which Decca prexy Jack Kapp is interested, as qt) 
so apeooecii after a disagreement over terms,| he first heard the song in mms. form on the Coast and wants the chanteuse i} 
Frankie Masters (Latin Quarter; 700; $3-$3.50 min.). Masters and Ritz | and is looking for a ballroom to run| to wax it for his firm. Willson was east for a few days on official Army 
Bros. still doing best biz in town, with 7,300. ‘on his own. business last week, but returned over the weekend. Ae 
— = 
+1 
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Trial of Multiple Inkspots Suits 
































‘Gloria Lee’s Shuttling 


Job as Dancer, Producer 


| 
| 


Dan Healy Teams Up ; 
With Helen Kane (Mrs.) py dig gf 

















Pittsburgh, Dec. 19. Dan Healy has stepped out of his 
oria Lee, Chi’ dancer who has| “Gay Nineties Revue” (Metropole, Wi hNi . 
Off Until Jan. ? After + Da tart»: her own night club line for last | | N.Y.) to form a team eae with it itery Talent Policy 
two years, has just been named pro- Helen Kane brig Healy). Couple Roxy theatre, N. Y.. policy of 
ducer at the Lookout House in bear . a - Normandie, Cleve- | booking nitery talent brings the 
After being in session three days Covington, Ky. She'll continue het ~~ ’ a aie ieee oe |complete Broadway Zanzibar show 
last week, the trial involving the AGVA S Settles Vernon, original ensemble, however, shut-|_ * -_ ane = eyes tage Mega” } into the house following the layout 
guits and  countersuits between ¢ de s ng between Cincinnati and | ing single in vaude while Healy had | opening today (Wed.). Revue will 
members of the Inkspots and thei Rogers Commish Snarl herever chorus bearing her name| been appearing in the old-timer unit | be headed by Bill Robinson and 
manager, Moe Gale, was adjourned versy between Wally Ver-| playing in New York | Louis Armstrong’s orch and will in- 
last week until Jan. 2. Case is be Controversy betwe ad Lee line is currently at oo clude Nicholas Bros., Maurice Rocco 
ing tried in Supreme court N.\ ‘ ’ a sles , ened pea Povcia Cafe here closing 10-week engage- NAT NAZARRO CLARIFIES Peters Sisters and the line of Panel. 
before Justice Carroll G. Walte catty ss a ' re raided date} me Jan. 7 fou engagement at Sak’s | beauts. Show which closed vester- 
Trial opened last week I “ : , a Sa Qua Show Bar in Detroit STATUS WITH AGVA day (Tues.) was billed as the Cafe 
(De Wa on 1 , ' a sidinie ales Society Uptown Show with Mildred 
sa . a aig Nat raighte out | Bailey and Jimmy Savo toppi: Bill 
, suartet on its v Re . Freak Show Ordered his stati \ ar as the ri ican} Kent, Zanzibar booker, arranged the 
ine lor vit ( =~ a) a a é iild o ’ A} ts is con-| de ghey ae R bes h Ro 00 
Fugua. also an ex € er, 1 i . ah aia nee aime T S Pitt Aft cerned ing head ‘hether the regula ROX 
B Ke we ! nitia , : he . " . = , 0 cram I ° er Reports fro some reportedly dis rate Me ‘4 work this show ji i 
art 929,00 ; ‘ : , : } Pi h d’ ( t d S runtled performers that Nazarro | ceciaet 
" : Ga : : R Bie : - ee in ea us 0 y crap t without AGVA fran- Meanwhile, Joa Edw Hi 
K attorney Watso , rf ssmuch as ‘ Pittsburgh 19 chise precipitated his being called in | Parade singer, has begged out of the 
a Kenn) _ My ner 00 1 ‘ date himself Acting Fist fight over custody of a couple | by AGVA for clarification. Nazarro | M€¢w opus and will leave shortly fo 
" eo, aa - upon t - premise of the exclusive| of “pinheads” appearing here in a satisfied Matt Shelvey, national ad- | a Florida vacation. Rauch plans no 
. ge agra oo sais entation pact AGVA ruled in| downtown Freaks Show not only | ministrator of the talent union, that replacement as the stage show will 
* Aoapesorery cage “ “sence 194s favo of Rogers and Vernon agreed| landed several of the participants he was not operating as an agent but | be cut to a minimum because of the 
athagnpetonotiil ent ree vy phenig Be rilies'oe to liquidate sum involved in jail but also later resulted in| more as a producer of acts and | length of the film, “Winged Victory” 
an arrangement wa ae —— “te eos | police ordering the exhibit to leave | personal manager. It was verified | (20th) 
he was to get wD ee ioe Pie ‘town. According to stories at a/| that Nazarro never negotiated book- Realignment of the Roxy’s film 
a £6 meee ss, but never got more oA | Fri F lics At court hearing, the “pinheads,” Clar- | ings for any of the acts he had put plans has also been made | A Tree 
—_ ' nna rlars ro l ence Solomon, 50, billed as Bono; his | together, always placing them | Grows in Brooklyn,” skedded to go 
Ano acti b Gale GC :: er. Helen Ward. 48. and another | through regularly franchised agen- }into time slot allotted to the Zanzi- 
K ~ pURCHO sf Imperial, N. Y., Grosses 18 pinhead known only as Kiki, were | cies bar show, has been moved back to an 
" ) yr Approx elv $18.000 was grossed | ! nf to Mi Rose Lewiston indefinite starting date Victor 
a n the act. i ) . ee : ; ee irs Frolic Rcodas owne of the show, when Joseph S L Borge will head the Stage talent ace 
n . ‘ ve oe "Gale a ' B ‘ “1 E. £27) at the Imper ial theatre.| Ward, 57, of Laredo, Texas, and his | aranac ake | company ing obese 
i _ aieut ak te earnines of the|N. Y. About $12,000 was realized wife, Julia Ward, 50, walked in The | By Happy Benway | a 
gro ince its rise to prominence from sale of tickets, the rest from| Wards announced they had come to | Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 19. Hil. and Range Songs, Inc., char- 
advertising in the program, whi Pittsburgh to claim the custody of | very member of the actors col- | tered to conduct a music publishing 
- is distribut free the “pinheads,”. whom they said they | 0 y was greeted via card by Sophie | business in New York. Capital stock 
Mack Gordon writing E1 ly- Milton Berle, who ethceed the en-| had loaned to the Lewistons a year | Tucket is 100 shares, no par value 
ric for Ary Barraso tune sung by|tire three-and-a-half-hour show, 480. . ty Inez Liverpool, chorister, at the | 
Carmen Miranda in 20th’s “Three| headed the large list of name per- Mis. Ward said she and her hus- | Will Rogers for rest and checkup. | 2 — 
Little Girls in Blue.” formers band had “found” the “pinheads” 12] After a four-week bed routine | 
years ago in Kansas City. and had | | sd re now upped for down- | 
—————— | ’ 1 VISIUING. 
| been named the freaks legal | Harry “Pon” — ci eal $I 000 REWARD 
a room oe Mavi [to Syracuse on . 10-day leave. } 7 
zater at a hearin; tore Magis- | John “Legit” Eaton, who was re : 
| trate W. H. K. MecDiarmind, the | four years,” got his iy od ge Brie Is Nothing Compared - Your 
| pinhe ads and the Wards were re- | sg left for his home in Reward When You Subscribe to 





DR He Re SS MR 


MAURICE 
OCCO 


and his 


ROCKIN’ RHYTHM 


now appearing 


CAFE ZANZIBAR 


New York 


“VARIETY” SAYS: "Show could be played for better 
vaiwes, with Maurice Recco, first of the acts to 
follow the opening Louis Armstrong band special- 
ties, too potent to be spotted so early. He rates 
nex? to closing, smashing over with his standup 
pianistics. Did five numbers opening night and 
hadn't worn out his welcome when he finished. He's 
a terrif showman and a key pounder par excellence. 


Merr. 
64 E. Lake St., Chicago 














Personal Mgt.: PHIL SHELLEY 





| iston 
| that the exhibit had a permit to stay 
| until 

| tions, 
| violation 


| leased, but Mrs. Lewiston was fined | P 
$50 or 30 days in jail on a charge | 
of fortune telling aa her show 
ordered out of the city within 48 | 
hours. It had been in Pittsburgh 
for the last 10 weeks and Mrs. Lew- | g 
and her attorney protested | 
| 
| 


was | 


Dec. 24. 
permits can be 
of ordinances, 
Peter Wecht 


Under city regula- 
re voke d 
Captain 


said 


for 
of 


| Detectives 


| Cynda Clem Plays Paris 
GI Date Despite Illness 


Cynda Glenn, although taken ill. | 
as head of her own USO unit. 
her fave Paris, via London, and did | 
shows up-front with the First Amer- | 


got 


ican Army, starting last September. 
She flew back to New York over the 
| weekend where she’s mulling a| 
| number of other offers. 
| Comedienne, when in her early 
| teens, was star of the ‘“Folies| 
| Bergeres,” Paris. hence th~ yen to} 


return with USO unit specially set | 
up for her. 





—e 


New Acts | 








to} 







‘Bonnie Clare 


Richardson allowed | 


The Fun-Master Gag-Files 


} 
Scranton, | 
| 








One trip to town weekly. 
Thanks to Karl Krug, Pittsburgh | Nos. 1-2-3-4-5 
Sun-Telegraph drama critic, for his | 
timely nod to this columnist and | $1.00 EACH 
sang of the colony. 
Ben Schaffer after long siege in ame Chasse Savekto te 





PAULA SMITH 


Mail to “Pun-Master” 
Sith St., Suite 10-G, N. ¥. ©. 19 


bed upped for mild exercise 

Jimmy Marshall is still ozoning in 
Gabriel, N. Y. 

Write to those who are iil. 


200 W. 











—DANCERS DEVELOPED BY-— 
TOMMY NIP 
NOW APPEARING IN 


**Follow the Girls” ¢@ 


“Laffing Room Only” 


“One Touch of Venus’ © “Sadie Thompson” 


Diamond Horseshoe @ Latin Quarter 











| MARCELLA HENDRICKS 

| Singer 

| 12 Mins. 

Blue Mirror, Newark 

| A stately blonde looker, smartly 
| gowned, Marcella Hendricks has that 
| slick, poised attitude that marks her 


| as a good bet for the deluxe boiteries. 
| She presents her stuff with warmth 
| and charm, as she proves with the 
itisgay novelty about Broadway 
| wolves, “Everyone Wants to Help Me 
| Get Someplace"’ Gal has Metop am- 
bish, but doesn’t let it get in the way 
song. her low notes being as 
numerous and pleasing as her high 

Selection of songs is varied but 
only so-so on nitery appeal. Includes 
“Fine and Dandy,” “Always” and, on 
la callback, “Smoke Gets in Your 
Eves.” Ought to have at least one 
urrent fave in the lot Colt. 
PATRICIA BRIGHT 
Impressionist 
21 Mins, 

No. 1 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 

Here's a gal with plenty of talent 
though she’s short on good material 
Does takeoffs on Hildegarde and 
Katharine Hepburn that are familiar 
though not many have done them bet- 
| ier. Opening tune, during which she 
goes through.the paces of a southern 
velle now up north, followed by an- 
other on a “lady of the ensemble at 
he Copa,” are boff. 

Miss Bright handles herself as if 
| she’s been around, quieting some pa- 
tron 'toudness with several clever 
| remarks. Has a likable personality. 
| When she spruces up the act with 
|more original, sprightlier songs ahd 


}ol a 


Singles, Doubles and Groups Now Available 


TOMMY MP 


Specializing in the Development of Dancers 
Tap and Acrobatie 


New York 
5-9543 


1650 Broadway, 
Tel. CO. 


Tommy Nip Has Arranged Routines tor the 


Top Dancers of Show Business 





| impressions, she'll be good for better 








cales. Sten 
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_— 0 yely, | ont | | 01 10 
9 + i ~ eé ing in e 4 
Lawrence Schwab | 
f gives the lowdown on we 0/ 
(0-9 o 
manona-land : 
Quebec City, Dec. ¢ Artists Representatives Association 
Highlight of @ general warning | = ife Sues ‘Street Singer’ in Renee She ard To at its annual meeting in N. Y. Mon- 
issued to all clubs, cabarets, and a . P . € se pp : _ | day night (18) unanimously voted 
6 ‘ . . Si , 
other places of entertainment in this | In N. Y . for Separation Lo, the Poor Tourist Reopen Little Club, N.Y. not to recede from present commis- 
province was the cancellation Fri- | Penton Tracy, known as the ditorie! ¢ . Renee Sheppard has shuffled back- | sion splits as incorporated in cure 
day (15) by Premier Maurice Dup- : se : inger, iy ani as a an editorial feature in ers and plans to relight her Little | rent pact with American Guild of 
tn i ina ‘svety | defendant in a suit for separation on 
se | —— |Monday (18) in N Y. Su * Club. Greenwich Village, N.Y., in |} Variety Artists. Decision means that 
theatre, Montreal, last remaining | MOPC@Y 1 N. ¥. Supreme ‘ARIETY 's ce Wiccacihie 4 Mani deamaidl aii tie ein ial 7 
outpost of vaudeville in this country Court. Suit was disclosed when Jus- ime to cash in on the New Year's | it will expect : 4 to maintain the 
‘ ~~ : tic Yennis O'Leary Cohalan re- : . . 10°. and 5% clause as obtains 
Cause of the decision, said the pre- | UC® I 7 a I ‘ i . Welle: Eve ade 
er, was that the Gayety had pei eves Geen the move by 39th Annit tial a Edition ) P a é ttered for past ‘er agreement: with = tne ile 
s ted in pre iking the law g ng V ilerie Prac fol $500 a week tem everal eek rite il} t ¢ Mi - ; ( wa é 
shows on Sunday porary alimon and $5.000 cou e] ( € age organi ) 
° f n i € € sa ] 
In the course of the last session | **‘ = niin tk F cee 
J re rté¢ > J ) + f 
of the Quebec legislature answe! Mi Traev is epresented | yartnel Ne 1¢ re ( LRA ’ } ee | ! ¢ E 
e , le Ww Ke 
given n the House of Assembly Jose} EK. We r . ent lili permit the ( { pag ere recs nina " 
< ia naed eve 
howed that the Gayety had been| All pap e suit are sealed! New Chi Nitery (22) As | overator sree rein on operatis , 
| ( and fined a numbe1 ( n Supreme Ce { i. 7 eop 0 f 
times The ¥( I ne as 1 ! 4 ) al ( i ' 
es, The government was then | ruls : Part-Owner, Headliner’... wedded by Mien Shubuest | now alleae 16% Go gaetd ) 
nder Premier Adelard Godbout ’ . } } 
oxy ann “m. } ‘ i l i *( gite oO 
who has since been defeated by the Chicago, Dec. 19 a om Shae ¥ shogg ’ LRA l . 
" " ‘ =?" . be -_ VW ac ree propo lel 
party headed by Maurice Duple: 9 E] Grotto new nitery fea uring . ae pte na ‘ GVA 
ca } y ; ‘ +4 — ! iis iiig@ilj i ( t al Vi 
“These pe ople cannot mock the all vegro floorshows anda patterne d . 5 " : 
} +} , } } rite New Yo KS Zanziba c VUuIG } ct the Nati . A dl 
ee did with t 1 prey | <khedd : a a if 9) with of Theatrical Agent A é age 
government,” said Premier Duples- skedded to opé a ae i * oup Latter is amenable z 
sis. “If the laws we have do not Marva Louis sgt. soe: spou e, + averali it but wa o t 
; meet the interests of the province ose 0 fas heading a tanza ncluding riny P ite + a 
atter of amending them. but Bradshaw orch. nut fe hicl (’ 10 
" 4 aw , 4} wi}? ore than $3 OOO a WeECK (hamp arroe Orines >A 
. ey cist ney vil be re ajtewnnd Yer 19 . cc Mac Wiel ide sham mame RA ‘ 
Quartet of C Clover Club headed overseas, according to M . ; cons 
" . f ( I \ ery ¢ 
Mocambo and Trocadero, Sunset Louis. for a South Pacific boxing ————- a ; 
: HUB NITERY 0 Strip niteries, had their plea for in- | tour in Earl Carroll’s vaude unit “Van 4 ; . ec ‘ 
. : | . . ; ior any change 
: PS WANT junction against state board equal- One-third proprietor of the new | ities” in Detroit last week didn't "Mond: hight’ € on was a gen 
ner pe ; —alninw 4 co ry ; : Monday nights sessioi as a gene 
ization de nied ve terday 18) by )00-seater, Mrs. Louis, also spotted | egome off. From accounts the | eral nr embership meeting and elec- 
A Judge Emmet H. Wilson of state | 4. singing star, splits a $30,000 in- sg a ; af 
~ : : oe —e mee gt ee tempest in the teapot simmered | tion of new poard of governors. 
. : Supreme court. At same time Judge | yestment three ways with Harry | T) lect -e William Kent 
afe Operators Guild of New Eng- | wijcon sustained board’s demurrers | Fields and Charles Cole, longtime | down and unit moved on to its next ose elected were Wi lar cent, 
er operating out of Boston, which ; = .. ie x s ‘ Pt . Jack Davies, Charles V. Yates, Nat 
: to complaint of night spots. De- | nitery operators here. Club is located | stand sans casualties. Lefkowitz. Mil W. Kras Mil 
had dropped floor shows two weeks! murrers based on fact that clubs | qqwnctaire ; ershing | 1, i . 1 etkowitz, milton , ee ee 
ago as a retaliator -asure agi downstairs at the Pershing hotel, in Gals had threatened to strike unless | Ingalls Edward Smith. Sam Berk 
BO 8s @ recanalory Measure against | had not appealed their original| g hall formerly used as American | : “dward R, Rial Fas 
American Geild of Variety Artists| hearing before board, which they I thecing 4) a |salaries were upped to $60, which Edward Reilly, Herman Fia!koff, Nat 
faving re : pone : s x ’ ; : .egion gathering place. Talcheim ; ' Jewmal! Te. 
having declared four of its member- | were entitled to do. eal Ben Mrs. Louis and Bradshaw, | Meant a $10 tilt over current scale, Kal nel - and Leon Newman. New 
spots unfair, were making overtures 1 is ck oy ae . hg lw P board will meet two weeks hence to 
hn ak Selick tel Uke teak 1 Also clubs’ licenses were sus-| first stint, in for 10 weeks, in- | National headquarters of American nominate officers for the ensuing 
al ) s e ora vr “ ” rie. ; os : bse — 
truce, tipping willingness to sign | pended last Thursday prior to entry cludes Joe “Ziggie’ Johnson, pro- | Guild of Variety Artists stepped in| year, who will be voted upon later. 
basic minimum agreements 6" | into court asking injunction. There- | ducer and emcee; Chocolateers (3);| 254 ordered them to fulfill con- | en 
Same i? mere egg wail fore, plea was out of order. Judge | Olive Brown, thrush; Johnny Taylor, . , ;' 
N ny S ston ‘ j A } “ . n arr - ce ‘ ! 
vitals wees tial ane 4 Wilson allowed niteries ten days in| comedian, formerly with Eddie | facts with Carroll or else the talent ICE CAPADES’ GROSSES 
iC) \ ie -) c lg | . . 4 | ’ 7 | 4 - vs . 
ice done an about face to |} se | which to amend their plea. Under- | “Rochester” Anderson; Rosita Lock- | bemgrs would proceed against them. 
Sil - > a rs ac t¢ lave | ° j . 
‘ateesk wiaheeah tanhae AGVA sana | stood that suspension of licenses for | hart, dancer; Claudia Oliver, sou- ly was pointed out that they were | NEW CANADIAN RECORD 
Probably the predicted boff holiday | serving liquor’ after midnight, al-| brette; and Ziggyettes (10). Mini-| receiving regular scale of pay for a 
‘ | though passed in Sacramento, will | mum is $1.50-$2, and Jimmy Asendio | traveling unit and any such action 


biz had something to do with their 
change of heart. 

Matt Shelvey, national adminis- 
trator of AGVA, has instructed Fred 
Nerret, Hub representative, not to 
permit talent to return to involved 


niteries until operators actually sign | 


basic minimum contracts. 





Dickey Jones’ N. Y. Date 
Dickey Jones, radio counterpart of | 
Henry Aldrich, is signed for a p.a. 
at Loew’s State, N. Y., week starting 
Jan. 28. 


be delayed until after first of year 


for all saloons in this area, in order 
they may serve through holiday 
season 

| ROSEN TO STAN ZUKOR 

| Jerry Rosen, who split with the 
| Frederick Bros. agency’ several 
weeks ago, shifted over to the Stan 
Zukor agency as head of the act 


| department. 
He joined Zukor Monday (18), but 
will not become active until Jan. 1. 











as they threatened would amount to 


is general manager. 
alias ; breaching their contracts. 


Burley-Vaude in Canton 


Canton, O., Dec. 19. 

Wally Schwartz and Solly Dembs 
have taken over the Grand Opera 
House, burlesque spot, and have in- 
augurated a new policy of burley 
and vaudeville, with stress on vaude. 

House for the past two years has 
been operated by Jack Kane, who| 
also directs burley houses in Akron 
and Youngstown 


| other grievances. These were told to 
| forward their complaints to AGVA, 
but thus far no such complaints 
have been filea. 





| 
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Joe Cohen, Ex-GI 


Joe Cohen, given an Army medi- 
cal discharge last week, has rejoined | 
the “Variety” staff. 
Was in nine months. 


Some of the gals claimed to have | 





















| Ottawa, Dec. 19. 
After boff four nights at the Audi- 
“Ice Capades of 1945” 
headed for Boston Sunday (17) 
|where, after usual pre-Christmas 
| layoff of a week, show will play its 
customary Christmas night date at 
the Boston Garden. 
Ottawa four-nighter closed 
| Capades” record Canadian tour, 
playing in Toronto, Montreal and 
| the Capital to 35% better than any 
| previous b.o. Local gross, at prices 
scaled to $2.50, was $38,000 ig 5,600- 
seater Auditorium. 


| torium here, 


“Ice 
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© re ez Rhumba band alternate with 

: lively dansapation, with Jack Hil- | 

ig { ll eVIeWS ton and Lucio Garcia handling vo- 
Mike. 


jlarly for 


their south of the border tunes au- 
thentie. 

Informality of the opening shov 
was accentuated by Guizar’s naive 
and semi-apologetic stage presence, 


Pittsburgh about a year ago. Now 
she rateS’ as a Sock single, particy- 
this sise hotel room. Tall, 
graceful femme, she’s particularly 
strong with her elongated kicks and 
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Need Fresh Material? 

Then send for Don 
Frankel’s Original Enter- 
tainers bulletins contain. 
ing brand new parodies, 
original monologues, band 


| other concerning a couple who retire | Other hoofology is well-taken care 
ifor the night. but miles apart from | of by the graceful Gerardos, who are 
each other—“she’s in Virginny and | rapidly hitting the top as a ballroom 
he’s in New Guinea.” Reprises “I | team in these parts, 


DON FRANKEL 
Desk V. 3623 Dickens, 
Chicago, 47 


ers money. His amazing faculty of 


Song” 
| throwing his voice into closed boxes, 


Gay 


fol 
and 


and “Corns 
Claridge 


“Trolley 


My 
Country.” 


the 
































ere over telephones brings dow the 
“ag ania | house 

\\ | Powers Gouraud, Philly radio 

} character. does a hokey nostalgic 

x | bit, similar to the stuff which the 

\ . guy has been peddling over the 
ether for 15 years. The debonair old 

\ codger has quite a following and 

\ he’s bringing his fans to the Walton 


Roof. And that pays off. 

Mickey Alpert brings the show to 
sock finale with gag “bathing 
beauty” contest with lookers in 
line picking out males in 














\\\\ who are put through the beauty 
\\ \\ parade paces, winners getting mag- 
\ nums of champagne 

\ Eddie DeLuca’s orchestra does its 


| usual high-class stint of accompani- 
ment and= splits the dansapation 
chores with Vince Rizzo’s boys 
Tapes were up when 
(Thurs. dinner show). 


| (BELMONT-PLAZA HOTEL) 
Marjorie Knapp, Barbara Blaine, 





BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


Shal. 


and holiday evenings. 


Belmont-Plaza has a crisp enter- 
tainment setup for its holiday sea- 


son. While a trifle top-heavy on 
warbling, it has an unusually strong 
dance act to overeome this. Song}, 
division is taken care of by. Mar- 
jorie Knapp, ex-“Star and Garter” | 
( musical show, and Three Gay | ong — 
A Perey, Blades, latter of the “Gay ’90’s” , yh isi - ag 
4: ’ mould. gfltapes BS Ath BP BASE ive he 
¥ } if {¥ ’ But it's the terps skill of Barbara tt eee . ie ig suitable for cafes and 
AVad a Ab URAL A Blaine that scores heaviest. This wuss.’ Sten. 


personable miss, who's been around 
a bit, has_improved nicely since in 








“@ ars ack 1e joi rery | chirping tunes like “Joint Is Jumpin’ 
Just signed for 10 weeks with Shep regulars who pack the joint eve ry D A “he _ ) Hall.” oR ‘ki g 
Vidld's Band. time he appears here and are right own in Carnegie all, ocking 
Also Latin Quarter, Detroit, Mar. 14 || With him from the beginning. Sock Horse Ran Away. r- 
(new ditties include one about a guy She also pounds out nice boogie | 
wets WS Sagittarius and a gal who's | #5 well as doing some spirited hoof- 
£ another sign of the Zodiac, and an- ; img. She should go places. 





and the blonde | 


| $2 weekends, 


novelties, fresh gags, new | Went to the Catskills,” Yiddish ver- ; Andrew Sisters. — 

routines, exciting Ideas, sion of “I Went to Havana,” and Senor Wences is his usual pol- 

Five different issues. $!. ° liche s] 5 ate ‘ ‘ 

ales write natortas be some others equally funny. Is hed s¢ > - hic h means one of the | 
individuals. Query me. Adorables wind up with a flash to | Dest ventriloquists foi this review- | 


the | 
audience | 


reviewed 


| 


only. Guizar sells a smooth voice Free Catalog of 
— ae eine vas ow J —— —- Prepared Material Available 
THE CHORDS 
CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 
ry : ‘ 
3’ WEEKS 
Dec. 22nd—Dec. 29th—Jan. 5th 
Thanks to: NATE PLATT, HARRY LEVINE 
Personal Management: EDDIE SMITH 


Kolma, 3 Gay Blades; Payson Re | 
orch (14), Nino’s Rhumba _ band; | 
min., $2.50 weekdays; $3 holidays 





|}a string trio alternate 





evening with nifty piping that could 
take him places on his own. Strip- 
tease by Dorris sags. old stuff that’s 
dispensable. Mal Malkin’s orch and 
for dancing. | 
Colt. 


LAURETTE and CLYMAS 
Pantomime Satirists of the Dance 
Beginning Dee. 15 
A Return Engagement 
(Within 5 Weeks) 
TERRACE ROOM 
Hotel Mayflower, Akron, Ohio 
Thanks to Lonis James Smith, Mgr. 


Ciro’s. Hollywood 





TE 

















| 

Hollywood, Dec. 15. | —_—— 
Dolores and her orchestra (15), 
Tito Guizar; $1.50 cover weekdays, | 


ACTS! COMICS! 
ar, 


KLEINMAN 
25.3!-K 30th Rd., Long Island City 2, N. Y. 


Solo turn by Tito Guizar, backed 
by Dolores’ orchestra, is only offer- 
ing presented at the Sunset Strip 
nitery, and show is given at midnight 
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: 4 . i '“Come Back to Sorrento,” “White 

Music all, N. ¥- = | Xmas,” “I'll Walk Alone,” “How | 

Selma Kaye, Brayton, Leu 'S) | Many Hearts.” and “I Don't Want 
Choral ensemble, Van Leer's Horses,| (. poyve You.” Biz good Colt. 


Charles Cotay, Janice Cioffi, Thelma 


Gorey, Marie Grimaldi, Grace} > “ae ce 
Thomas, Pauline Kaye, Corps de} National, i ‘ ille eS 
Ballet. Rockettes, Judy the Elephant, | Louisville, Dec. 16. 
Glee Club. Gautier’s Steeplechase. Le Roy Bros.; Senor Cortez; Joy- 
Erno Rapee and Symphony Orch; | ve! & Foster; 3 Orontos; Mona Abel, 
“National Velvet” (M-G-M), re-|“Grapes of Wrath” (20th) and To- 
viewed in “Variets * Dec. 6, “44. bacco Roed (20th) (reissues) 

Deluxe stage showmanship hits the Sti ve-act bill of vaudes le 
truly boffo class in the Music Hall's bill of oldies is the fare 
Xmas feature. an array, which, cou- | oe 
pled w ith its long-established Na- Lic da to pte with Pt ppets 
tivity’ productio! and “National | ana tut q ( interesting 
Velvet” should make the big house | Work dark t f with puppets 
bh lee at ft seal I traae I { i 2 W } 0 rest tco 
S eT ¢ ) i 1 i W b i , r) PI et 
] al ¢ 7 

. Nat ‘ ‘ 

co 1 iD { g . 
| N. ¥ and oa ot . 

: t , t 
: a , ‘ 
t ) ea 

ut. It . . 

\ é € Y ana icne , , , Me 
to keep the religious ood fro oe aa Bagge | ia a cae 
ing too rudely | er! ipted by l - on the home folks Display a 
spl igt and cok layout \ l varm voice in he} ng of “Take 
follows _:¢ | it Easy,” “Good Night Whereve1 You 

Show itself has a circus mot, | Are” and “White Christmas.” 
opening with a parade of various Cl) Doubling as m.c. Senor Cortez 
cus attractions—clowns mock ani- | warms the audience up with his 
mals cages, and Van Leer’s nags. | bouncy and infectious humor in his 
After the fanfare. the r¢ voly ing stage introes. Gets a lot of melody out of 
reveals a cage of “tigers oniy tne a mandolin with “Indian Love Call.” 
cats are the Corps de Ballet, effec- and vocals ina sprightly manner, and 
tively costumed 1! striped yell (nh a charm accent "Mamma Yo- 
and black getups, the trainel Y - and “Tico Tico.” 
ing Charles Cotay Rout © sn't the si Oronto , thrilling clo ng 
standard Music Hall flimsy, but a] act has the audience with them all 


gay comedy affair, done to the crack- | the wa\ 
ing of Cotay’s “whip.” An excellent 
specialty is an eccentric lion dance 
with Marie Grimaldi, Grace Thomas 
and Pauline Kay. It’s ballet cleverly 


a standard circus 
ive a turn which 
Hold 


Turn is 
balancing act. and | 
is ideal for vaude 


Orpheum. L. A. 


designed for kid consumptio! 

Also strong for the moppets is | , Los A igeles Dec. 15 
Judy the Elephant. a dancing pachy- I icky Millinder s Orch (14), fea- 
derm that closes with a tightrope bit | [Tig Judy Carol, Be Jackson, Joe 
—actually a plank but to Judy it Guy; Deep River Boys (5), Eddie 


reen, Gene Rodge ‘s: “Strange Af- 


probably does look like-a high wire Gi ‘C 
O.! 


—and Gautier’s Steeplechase. Stand- | /4 
ard comedy with the ponies, pooches 


and a monk scores as usual All-Negro bill at the Orpheum this 
Highly ingenious costuming gets week is proving okay for pre-Christ- 


mas trade. Lucky Millinder’s orches- 


he glee club over with wham pro- 
pened telling : | tra gets off plenty of rhythm and 


portions. They wear evening dress, 
with clown masks, ruffles and hats 
added, and everything they wear, ex- 


cept the tails, is used as a prop in 


who plays the 


the act. Their hats become colored | 70) Do. “4 ——— bes ; ~~ s 
concertinas; their ruffles first become | -; aul ow, catching plenty 
mock ballet skirts and then are con- | °! palm-pounding for his chatter 


j}about how a man has to be careful 


verted into a large black and white 


piano keyboard to accompany | game 
boogie woogie number: and finally, gg oo a ee th “Ss 
their sashes become harp strings for : 5 ene Way Win some 


; . | Changes Made” and then slides into 
‘ ‘iumph of cos- | S.' -™ 
a gag routine. It's a triump ‘Tyree Bones.” both well on the 


ni u ferness F i le V: c d ' a P ; 
+ erating er ee | rhythmic side. At mid-show, it offers 
: Rockettes of course, click with | !tS version of “Elegy.” featuring Ben 
their precision work and then really | Jackson on the tenor sax. Windup of 
draw mitting when the stage dark- orch’s stint covers Lover Come Back 
ens revealing them in lighted Xmas bts" I'll Get By.” and ‘ Easy Does 
tree costumes. Lights are flashed off | | oth Jackson and Joe Guy on 
and on for added effect, closing when | trumpet catch spotlight on tunes. 
the girls pyramid into one large tree. | Judy. Carol, band vocalist, gives 
Throughout, the lighting. costum- | okay piping to “Play Me the Blues.” 
{ng and stage dressing is colorful. and | a ou Is Or Is ¥ ou Ain t My Baby, 
frequently spectacular. This time | 4" ‘Dont Cry, Baby. 
the M. H. has used its assets and| Deep River Boys. vocal group. 
standard talent for a really potent ; combines voices of four singers and 
: ati ' Merr. 
cpuamcancoes ae tet for topnotch results. but needs 


ey . : to polish up stage business and mike 
Adams. Newark stance a bit more. Group tees off 
Newark, Dec. 14. 


with “Take the A Train” and fol- 

Will Osborne’s Orch (14), Peggy lows with “I Walk Alone.” “Lady Be 
Greer. Georgie Kaye, Jean Parker,| Good.” and two novelties. Gene 
Phil Brito. Russ Miller; “The Ad- | Rodgers, king-sized boogie woogist. 
ventures of Kitty O'Day” (Mono). | is also on this week's bill and pleases 
| mightily with his accent on bass 
| and encore on “Honeysuckle Rose.” 
There is an oldtime minstrel show 

; touch to stage appearance made by 
Millinder and his crew. Sidemen 
flaunt bright orange dinner jackets 


Current band layout has pep that’s 
been lacking last few weeks of | 
straight vaude. Osborne crew, six 
brass, five sax, three rhythm, has 
changed somewhat since last seen. 


It's now laying off the schmaltzy | with  éonventional black trousers 
EE ee rrr’ gets onlY | while leader is decked out in tails 
a few numbers but all of ‘em enjoy- |. ede : ct . 
able. Maestro nasalizes “Trolley and striped trousers. s Brog. 
Song” with fair effect, and joins in 

on gaggery with Rocky Ford who | Tower. K. (. 
contribs a wham toy trumpet solo. | Kansas City, Dec. 15. 
Unusual note in a nod to Artie | : 


Steve & Sally Phillips, Miller & 
| Jene, Paddy Labato, Louise Belur, 
| Beverly Sue Cassidy, Tower Orch 
| (9) with Les Harding; “Curse of 
| Cat People” (RKO) and “Pearl of 
Death” (U). 
| 


Shaw. “who's just back from the S. 
Pacific.” by. playing his theme song, 
with Joe Adams doing a nifty clar- 
inet job. q 
Blonde, huskv Peggy Greer sings 
Pv rb Up” and , Corns for My 
ountry” in a coon-shouter voice, a | mm 
welcome change from aie enmat | fi Current stage show adds up to a 
femme vocalist, as indicated by big | ast-mor ing 40 minutes of entertain- 
returns. Comedy handled by Georgie oe nt, built from four standard acts, 
Kaye, who impresses very strongly. | pow ny, leg ontaer Night” winner 
ee en ek onnitatine Game" ise band. 
Has clicko material, especially topi Show gets off to a good start as Les 


cal songs, and fast patter delivery, as 
except for occasional bad diction. | hg dlev * poe. ane the orca oe 
earn plenty kudos Russ Miller's | Y!Y@ @ medley of such earlier pops as 


jell when caught. | “Cuddle Up a Little Closer.” “Mel- 
come through sev-|ancholy Baby” and “I Cried 
ers! times. Redeemed. however, by | YOU : “a 
last feat. which has Miller jumping Steve & Sally Phillips, terp duo. 
rope with one pooch contrib a breezy tap routine which 


canine act didn't 
puns failing to 


Lukewarn reception given Jean | Clicks. Beverly Sue Cassidy, “Dis- 
Parker is typical of what happens | ©overy Night entry who follows. 
to movie people on tour. Looks! Wins a nice hand for a chorus of | 
swell, has charm. but material is | “!t Could Happen to You.” 

n.g Warbles “Don't Get Me Louise Belur, shapely brunet con- 


Wrong, I Love Hollywood” in a thin 
voice. and then struggles through a 
monolog about a soldier's wife who 
receives a wire that he's been 
wounded. 
she encored with another’ tune. |in the Town of Berlin” and “I'll Walk 
“Everything Happens to* Me;” about | Alone.” playing his own electric gui- 
how she never gets the roles she | tar accompaniment. He also doubles 
wants. |as m.c. 

Phil Brito garners hefty applause Miller & Jene close with an acro- 
and has to beg off after four encores. | batic rlovelty turn which gains in en- 
He’s a straight crooner, using nojtertainment value because of deft 
phrasing tricks or lush mannerisms. | comedy biz. Flips and somersaults 
Has plenty of poise and stage pres- | by the girl are okay. Two bows. Biz 
ence. Tunes included “Always,” fair. Earl. 


tortionist, moves through a graceful 
routine of acrobatic and control 
, work. Her backbends and headstands 
,are tops. Next to closing, Paddy La- 


varies its offerings for good response. | 
Balance of stage turns also rate neat | 
hand, with Eddie Green, Negro comic | 


a | and his pantomime of a draw poker | 


piano work of fifth member of quin- | 


for | 


Mitting was polite, and | bato warbles such pops as “Hot Time | 


| Strand, N. ¥. . 
Lionel Hampton Orch (20), with 
Dinah Washington, Rubel Blakely; 
|\2 Zephyrs, “Hollywood Canteen” 
| (WB), reviewed in “Variety,” Dec. 


| 


| 6. 


ence the way this Lionel Hampton 
outfit does It works on kids- in 
|much the same manner as the old 
| Benny Goodman group did, working 


them up to a feverish pitch of ex- 


citement However, the sock show- 
n inship incorporated in the band’s 
lelivery, whether planned or spon- 
taneous, achieves a similar effect on 
older patrons. who might dislike the 
‘last of the band, but certainly ap- 
eciate it enterta nye t vaiues 
W ne | oO! i rk 
¢ Cc i Ale Ly na 
t W iudl or 
) ‘ Hamp 
3 ¢ Wo t FI I 
H é ’ lea. The 
i ) c 
1 e é 
Ha ( ! 
a la { é ) a Succe 
He 1) \ g around out 
ront. taking over the drums for a 
or working ¢ his vibes 
Vioonglow™ and snatches of a 
dozen other melodies. He helps sock 
home “Flying Home” by working 
on a tympany and on piano during 
“Boogie 
There's no point in itemizing what | 
i this band does It suffices to point 
out that there isn’t a more exciting 
tage b lable currently at 
Han plo! ont have to back water 
to any of the opposition he'll cet on 
Broadway during the holidays. And 
what he will get is the cream of the 
names, Woody Herman at the Para- 
mount and Tommy Dorsey at the 
Capitol 
Hampto! neeas only his two 
vocalists and the Two Zephyrs act 
to wham over a 45-minute show 


Rubel Blakely is on first with “Don’t 
Take Your Love From Me.” a good 
Job, and Dinah Washington follows 
Immediately with “There'll Be a 
Jt bilee = 

Zephyrs 


fo. 


who have been around 


years, have one of the cleverest 


| pantomime acts available. They fit 
| into this show like a glove and are 
ia big hit They haven't changed 
their crap game _ routine appreci- 
| ably. 
Between the stage show and the 
| film, “Hollywood Canteen.” the 


| Strand seems to have a combination 
that will do big biz over the holi- 


davs Wood. 


RKO. Boston 


Boston, Dec. 15. 
Vaughn Monroe Orch (16) plus 
Jane Slater, Norton Sisters (4), Jan 
Murray; others; “San Diego I Love 


You” «U). 


Vaughn Monroe's band shows stack 
up to about the most satisfactory en- 
| tertainment of their kind at this 
| point. He comes in with a sharp 
band always, with a wide variety of 
| arrangements to appeal to all types 
in his audiences, with a tasteful selec- 
| tion of tunes and with a good crew 
| of vocal and instrumental soloists. 
The result, as was evident here, is 
pretty socky stuff. Show begins with 
| “Candy Bounce” to open up in high. 
Phen, as routined hert, follow Rose- 
mary Calvin, a top grade vocalist. in 
“Why Didn't You Kiss Me.” and “The 
Joint Is Jumping.” Next is “All the 
| Things You Are.” featuring Andy 
Dagin on the alto sax, then Monroe 


/Sings “Very Thought of You,” “The | 


Love I Long For,” and “White Christ- 
mas (and is greeted with Sinatra- 
swoons which he waves off without 
| offense ). Mike Shelby follows with 
smart piano specialty on the War- 
)saw Concerto; Johnny Bond is fea- 
| tured on trumpet in “I'm Confessin’.” 
and Bobby Rickey does a drum spe- 
Cialty. It’s neat, smart and clean. 

_ In the meantime Jane Slater clicks 
in graceful dancing. the Norton Sis- 
ters get over big with hot voéals on 
“Hot Time in Berlin” and “Don't 
Fence Me In,” and Jan Murray wows 
with imitations. A very superior 
show all around, but pre-Christmas 
biz was way off. as Monroe is ordi- 
'narily very big here. Elie. 








Apollo. N. Y. 

Jean Parks and Melodears (15), 
Sister Tharpe, Edwards Sisters (2), 
Ann Jenkins, Larry Steele and Jackie 


Mabley; “One Mysterious Night” 
(Col.). 


| While Jean Parks and her all- 
femme sepia orchestra (with excep- 
tion of male drummer) sparks the 


mains for Sister Tharpe, with her 
solid sending song delivery to grab 
showstopper honors on this stanza. 
She gives them everything as she 
|Strums her guitar and works them 
| up to a frenzied pitch of excitement 
;and appreciation. Rest of show is 
just standard vaude fare 
| Miss Parks, good-looking gal of 
_willowy type, does an okay job in 
fronting the orch and handling a 
, couple of pop vocals. What she may 
lack in the chirping division she 
more than makes up in salesmanship. 
| Band tees off with a sizzling rendi- 
tion of “Blowing the Blues,” which 
sets the outfronters in typical Har- 
lem groove. Ann Jaynes, pianist, 
follows with some corking boogie 
woogie that rings the bell for ap- 
plause dividends. Ann Jenkins then 
takes over for a brace of vocals that 





current show for the hepcats, it re- | 


are also okay.* Then the Edwards 
Sisters contrib their nifty tapology to 
click as usual, giving way to the 
band again for a brace of numbers, 
“Stage Rhapsody” and “Jean Parks 
Medley,” pointed up via torrid trum- 
peting by Edna Williams. Larry 
Steele, who emcees the show affably, 
spots his chatter and song session in 
followup to nice returns. 

Sister Tharpe introes with “Before 
| You Travel On,” 
|Me,.” which rocks the house, and 
|“Dark Skinny Papa” for getaway. 
She had them ail the was 
have remained for the 





evening, 





and could | 
but | 


| smartly walked off without knocking | 


| herself out with successive encores. 
Jackie Mablev. in femme garb, has | 
t e comed 4 qd al to } imself SLCC 
the usual stor hou comics are not 
included th é M y please 
{ ¢ audi 
ence ¢ t \ ny 
» total 
oO 1?) t Wit pa 
) Edba 
Capitol. Wash. 
Wa yt Dex 14 
Joe Howa Bul We and 4 
Fays, Montez de Oza, George Beatty 
Sam Jacl Kaufman's House Band: 
“Abroad with Two Yanks” (UA). 


Howard, vetera 
headliner this week an 


Toe composer, is 
‘ I 


leads audi- 


ence in communtt ing. He takes | 
certain nostalgi Lun fron the 
Howard libra and sells them for 
top value Hic had the first show 

rowada l the pal of fil hand Fo 
encore he s “Some here n 
France Is the Lily.” a song which he 
wrote with the late Philander John- 
}son, former D.C. drama critk 

George Beatty has a new line of 


patte: He is a smooth monologist 
and his gags keeps ‘em laughing. | 
Montez de Oza does some startling 


feats on the trampoline 
self an agile acrobat by 
the arms of her partner. 


proving her- 
leaping into 


| Billy Wells and the Four Fays did | 


| not appear first show, when baggage 
| failed to arrive. Caught later it is 
la fast six-minute act, crammed with 
action Arke. 


Si. Charles, N. 0. 


hats, a pair of goggles and a mous- 
tache or two brings Hitler, Ted 
Lewis, Durante, Bert Wheeler and 
re other flicker faves to life with 
| hilarious results. He also does ably 
las m.c. of show. 

Rex and Betty provide some thrills 
with their roller skate gyrations and 
net nice hand. Ray Riggs draws 
share of bravos with his mimicing 
|of various musical instruments using 
two harmonicas at once. Troy and 
Lynne contribute some eccentric 
precision terping that is clicko, and 
the Glenns finish strong with a danc- 
ing and balancing act that’s good for 
plenty of palm pounding. 

Biz good when caught. 


New Orleans, Dec. 15 

Shavo Sherman, Rex & Betty, 
| Troy & Lynee, the Glenns (3), Ray 
| Riggs; House Orch; “Carolina Blues” 
| (Col) 
: 
| The current layout is high in en- 
| tertainment, all of the acts register- 
jing with the customers. although 
islightiv under standard of past few 
| weeks 
| Shavo Sherman, with a few old 
| 


Liuz. 
Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 15. 


Shep Fields Orch (16) with Gene 
| Martin, Meredith Blake; Glenn 
Miller Modernaires (5), Cliff Naz- 
zaro, Tari Vance; “National Barn 
Dance” (Par). 





|a long overland trip and then had 


hotel room, Shep Fields’ music- 
makers showed a lot of pep in thei 
opening show. 


Band tunes were well 
although some of the accompani- 
ment to the other acts on thé bill 


was slightly on the ragged side due 
apparently to lack of sufficient re- 
hearsal. 

Meredith Blake, femme _ vocalist, 
and Gene Martin, male singer with 
Fields’ troupe, are able melody-sell- 
ers. The gal has an_ excellent 
change of pace, mixing up the zingy 
“Corns for My Country” with the 
more schmaltzy “Making Believe,” 
and “Lost Chord.” 
special high-class treatment from 
the orchestra which simulates tone 
of an organ. Crooner Martin's stint 
consists of pop tune package: ‘There 
| Goes That Song Again.” “Without a 
| Song.” “Begin the Beguine,” and 
| “Lorra-Loora.” 
| More ear-pleasing yodeling is pro- 
vided by Glenn Miller Modernaires, 
paced by Paula Kelly. They intro- 
duce a couple of new tunes: “I Didn't 
Know About You,” “Tabby the Cat,” 
as well as the oldies “Jukebox 
Saturday Night” and “Come Out, 
Come Out” 

Cliff Nazzaro’s routine is familiar 
to any steady vaude customer. 
guy hasn't changed a line of it. A 
few Hollywood gags: a couple of 
“On my way to the theatre” quips, 
a tussle with the piano, a song and 
through it all the gibberish of his 
doubletalk. The formula sells, how- 
ever, as he had to beg off. 

Tari Vance, petite terper, is aptly 
billed the “Cinderella of Taps.” Her 
hoofbeats are real rhythm. 

House only about three-fourths 
filled at opening show, . Shal. 











handled, 


Latter gets ay 


| 


State, N. Y. 

Lee Castle Orch (16): Dean 
Martin, Cookie Bowers, Dod Dodson 
Bertay Sisters (2): “Kismet’ 
(Metro). 





Too bad Lee Castle couldn't have 
had a week or two tryout time in 
Jersey or elsewhere before making 
his vaude debut on Broadway. His 


egueing into “Rock | smart arramgements tip that, music- 
acs is - | 


ally, the 16-man combo can hold its 
own with any of the newer young 
bands. And Castle’s own trumpet- 
tooting sounds good, But as an emcee 
the youthful maestro has plenty to 


learn. First and foremost of which 
is to make sure his announcements 
are heard and understood At s} 
caught (14), he jumbled most of } 3 
l Bal 1 DO 
tage stuff S hie ine 
Casties ti De @ 
Ha \ James Broo\ 
lighted and Gail M e 
i x socko, \ ) fa 
>in tie She 
I ay » ? ’ rT) 
Wa i Love Yo 
tne re aete | 
specialty, “Jump | 
which he handles vocally w ‘ 
tle makes with t] e valve ! r 
brochure 
Dean Martin, from the niteries, 
and announced as leaving soon for a 
film stint with Abboté & Costello, 
proves a pleasing crooner, but he 
gets on and off the stage like a sub 
stitute halfback lumbering from the 
bench to the gridiron, Handles most 
ly sentimental pop stuff, but livelie 
“Hot Time in Berlin” sounds okay 
Response to Martin only fair, Cookie 
Bowers familia mugging-imper- 
sonash turn adds little strength to 
the bill, which could certainly use it 
Dod Dodson’s monkey act and the 


Bertay Sisters in acro, novelty and 

contors} terping likewise aren't 

strong enougn to help fficiently 
Do) i 


Chicago, Chi 


Chicago, Dec. 15 
Harry Savoy, George Tapps, Hec- 
tor & Pals, with Marion; Chicago 
Theatre Ballet (12): Lou Breese and 
Orch (15) with Jean Williams and 
Ronald Gilbert; “Conspirators” 
(WB). 


Yule package at the Chicago this 
week has everything from a dog act 


to ballet wired with Christmas tree 
bulbs, to make a sock bid for kid 
trade. 

Harry Savoy. in next-to-closing 


begoff stint, takes care of the laugh 
dept. capably and with a gratifying 


| dearth of blue material, topping w.k. 


stutter patter with imitation of an 
old-time balladeer talking his stuff to 


“Tll Walk Alone.” George Tapps, 
who precedes him, ballet-taps to 
|*Diane” and “Dinah.” working par- 


| 


ticularly hard for a big hand in Ra- 


| vel’s “Bolero” and “St. Louis Blues.” 

Hector and His Pals. with Marion, 
win mild plaudits in standard canine 
turn, 

Jean Williams, in her second work- 
out with Lou Breese’s orch, scores 
nicely with vocals of “Is You Is,” 
“Together.” and “Her Tears Flowed 





For an outfit which had just made | 


to scout around until 4 a.m. for a] gimmick in which 


Like Wine.” Gal looks like Lynn 
Bari and will go over better when 
she learns to let the tunes, especially 
hot numbers, pour out naturally in- 
stead of loading them down with se- 
pia vocal tricks. . 
Rest of the stanza is holiday-tin- 
seled, with chorus flashing vari-col- 
ored mazdas under ballet skirfS in 
Dorothy Hild’s opening combo of 
“White Christmas” and “Glowworm.” 
Backdrop for eye-filling closer, 
“Come All Ye Faithful” and “Silent 
Night,”’ vocaled by Miss Williams and 
Ronald Gilbert, boy soprano, is a 
cathedral window and candle-light 
ballet is dressed 


|as nuns for a smash windup. Mike. 





The | 





Showmen’s League Has 


45G for Ex-Servicemen 


Chicago, Dec. 19. 

Showmen’s League of America 
wound up the 32d annual convensh 
here last week with announcement 
it has $45,000 in the till for its serv- 
icemen’s mustering-out fund, which 
will be divided among 100 men now 
in service and 26 who have been 
discharged. Men will receive, in a 
lump sum, $15 for each month served 
overseas and $10 for each month in 
training. 

Biggest crowd on record—1,100-— 
attended the confab. 110 more than 
1941. Officers elected were Sam Sol- 
omon, Royal American Shows, prez; 
M. J. Doolan, Chicago Ride Corp., 
Ist v.p.; E. Lawrence Phillips, 
Johnny J. Jones Shows. 2nd v.p.; 
Dave Endy, Endy Bros. Shows. 3rd 
v.p.: G. L. Wright, Publishers Bus'- 
ness Service, treas. and Joe 
Streibich, elected secretary for the 
18th consecutive year. 


ART DAHLMAN EX-ARMY 


Art Dahlman. former Cincinnati 
indie booker, released from the 
Army recently after four years 

Dahlman spent 15 years in Cin- 





cinnati handlitg talent through 
Indiana, Kentcky, Michigan and 
Ohio. 
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1. . Lawrence Firing By J. J. Shubert 


Stirs Controversy in Philly With ATAM 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Lawrence Shubert Lawrence was 
bounced last week as head of the 
Shubert interests in Philly and man- 
ager of the Forrest theatre by his 
uncle, J. J. Shubert—but whether 
he’s out entirely was a moot ques- 
tion yesterday. 

The Assn. of Theatrical A: 4 ts 
and Managers (AFL), of which Law- 
member, 





rence 1S a sent a tougn 
wire to ‘Uncle Jake” over the week 
end telling him that Lawrence could 
not be fired as manager of For 
rest because of the union contract 
which has until next Labor Day to 


And furthermore, the union de 


the 


run 

clared, the only one who could fire | 
Lawrence as manager of the Forrest! 
was Lawrence himself, vho had 
hired himself as manager in his ca- 


pacity as an officer in the Forrest 
corporation 


At last 
ceived no answer 


union had re 


reports the - 
from Jake Shubert 


Law renee 


and yesterday was reé 
ported still on the job as_ house 
manager of the Forrest | 

What the row was about nobody | 
would say, but it was generally ad- 
mitted that it was the culmination 
of a series of differences between 
the elder Shubert and his nephew, 
who has headed Shubert theatres in 
*huly for the past 10 years and has 
been with the organization for more 
than 30 

New general manager here is sup- 
posed to be George Oshrin, com- 


pre manager of the Shuberts’ “The 


sady of ?,” currently playing at the 


Forrest—the show over which, inci- 
dentally, the row between Shubert 
and Lawrence is supposed to have 
reached a climax 

J. J. stated merely that there was 


i general reorganization of the 
hubert setup and that Lawrence 


-, go to New York to work in 
ee Shubert's office. 
Lawrence, who is usually affable 


to the press, could not be located at 
any of the four theatres the Shu-| 
berts operate here or at his apart-! 
ment in Overbrook. 

According to reports from reliable 
sources, Jake Shubert miffed at 
the cool treatment “Lady” received 


Was 


at the hands of Philly reviewe He 
is supposed to have blamed Law-| 
rence for not getting a better press 


Gordon Wins Exception 
Again for Mel Cooper 
On Equity’s Alien Rules 


For the second time Max 
secured an exception to the 
actor rule for Melville Cooper, | 
British actor who will play the part 
originated by Joseph Schildkraut in 
“The Firebrand,’ the manager's 
musical version of that drama. 

Equity rule stipulates that alien | 
players must permit an interval of 
six months to lapse between legit 
engagements, but earlier in the sea- 
son Gordon got the nod to use 
Cooper in “While the Sun Shines,” 
only a few months after his engage- 
ment in “The Merry Widow.” When 
he applied to Equity for the present 
exception, Gordon said he had no 
recollection at all about the earlier 
exception. “Shines” had a mild en- 
gagement in the fall and flopped out. 

Cooper's salary is $1,000 per week, 
and because he is an alien must pay 
Equity 5%, or $50 weekly. Regula- 
tion dues are $18 per annum. 


GREENFIELD’S SPOT AT 
4A’S GOES TO GUSKIN 


Board of the Associated Actors | 
and Artists of America has named | 
Rubin Guskin to the post of first 
vice-president, filling out the unex- 
pired term of the late Jean Green- | 
field, who was head of the Hebrew | 
Actors union. Guskin is 
agent of that organization. 

Four A’s board also assigned 
Thomas J. Phillips, head of the af- 
filiated Brother Artists Assn., to start | 
a drive for membership. The outfit | 
is made up of burlesque actors. | 
Phillips’ activities will extend from | 
the east to the Coast, burlesque be- 
ing existent in many spots although | 
banned in New York. BAA is aim-| 
ing to eliminate a number of abuses | 
which have been faced by burly, 
people because of poor organization. 


Gordon 


alien- 





business 


| asserts it 





“What's New?” 
By 
jJ. CG. NUGENT 


Treats With the Shifting Legit 


Scene Through the Decades 


An Editorial Feature of 


VARIETY ’s 


{aniversary 


Equity, AGMA In 


Jurisdiction Row 


39th 


Number 











A hot jurisdictional fight vas 
staged in the office of Equity Tues- 
day (19) between the legit associa- 
tion and the American Guild of 
Musical Artists over the classifica- | 
tion of “La Vie Parisienne,” being | 
readied by the New Opera Co., show 
being due soon into the N. Y. City 
Center. Both unions are, of course 


affailiates within the Four A’s, the 
parent talent inior Players 
Parisienne” have bee) gned under 
AGMA contracts, whereas Equity 
contends its standard contracts 
should have been used, thereby clas 
ing the musical as a legitel 

The squabble revolves over the 


whether “Parisienne” is 
operatta or opera, latter activity be- 
ing within AGMA’s field, the forme: 


question of 


being legit. AGMA was the con- 
trolling union for New Opera when 
it was active in grand opera and 
also when ‘Rosalinda’ was _ pro- 
duced. Latter was operetta, but 


Equity did not insist on jurisdiction 


in that instance, because of which 
AGMA feels it is within its rights 
in the matter of “Parisienne.” 
Argument may go to the Four A’s 
board for a decision, with Equity 
having the edge, since Equity was 
the controlling union when New 
Opera revived “The Merry Widow, 


also an operetta. 


Franchot Tone Buys 


25% of His Starrer 


Franchot Tone liked his starring 
vehicle, “Hope for the Best,” by 
William McCleery, so well he 


bought 25% of the show, i.e. 50% 
of the backers’ share. Jean Dalrym- 
ple and Mare Connelly are co-pro- 
ducing it, latter staging. It’s Miss 
Dalrymple’s debut as a billed pro- 
ducer although she has pieces of 
several current legit hits. 

Show opens Dec. 28 in New Haven 
and is slated for the Fulton, N. Y., a 
month or so later. Cast replacement 
is Mercedes McCambridge for Dina 


Merrill, latter dropping out because | 


she thought her role ‘“‘too young.” 


Oshrin Verdict Affirmed 
On Mike Todd Plea 


Judgment recovered by Harry 
Oshrin against Mike Todd was af- 
firmed last Friday (15) by the Ap- 
pellate Division. Oshrin had 
his lease on the 48th St. theatre, 
N. Y., to Todd for $10,000 and 





ceived a series of notes in part pay- | 


ment. 

Oshrin claimed 
to pay one of the 
and called a defualt on all of the 
notes via a notice sent Todd. Todd 
denied ever receiving such notice. 

Trial judge decided against Todd 


that Todd failed 
notes when due 


| and was upheld on appeal. 


Agents Sue Over ‘Jake’ 
Los Angeles, Dec. 19 
Franz Werfel, author of 


“Jacob- 


|owsky and the Colonel,” was sued 


in Superior Court by the Monter- 
Gray agency for $15,000 plus further 
commissions from the play. 

As Werfel’s agent in the sale of 
stage and screen rigSts, the plaintiff 
is entitled to 10% of his 
profits. Agency declares “its fees 
amount to $15,000 at this time. 


sold | 


re- | 


| New ‘Mama’ B.O. Plan 
| On Sale of Tickeis 
| 


“I Remember Mama,” Music Box, | 
|N. Y., among the strongest agency | 
draws in town, has followed the} 
| lead of “Oklahoma,” St. James, by | 
having all tickets available for di- 
rect boxoffice sale ev ry fifth week. 
Brokers who don’t like the idea 
refer to the setup as the “pyorrhea 
system’’—one out of every five—a 
n a toothpaste ad. 

Rodgers and Hammerstein 
duced “Mama” and are the aut 
of “Oklahoma.” 


claimed 
pro- 


hors 


Discontinue Suit 


On Det. Theatre 


he $500,000 damage action ag 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
American Federation of Musician 
and others, brought by David T 
Nederlande manage} and stock 


holder of the legit Lafayette theatre 


discontinued in N.Y 
last week. Suit 

before argument o1 
amended 


Detroit vas 
supreme court 
thdrawn just 


dismissal of the 


complal 

as to be heard 

Nederlander had charged that the 
Lafayette was forced by threats of 
strikes to hire union musicians when 
none was allegedly needed. 

Attorneys for Petrillo had 
dismissal of the original complaint 
last the ground that 
troversy about musicians was strictly 
a local matter, dispute arose in De- 


won 


June, on con- 


troit, with all parties natives of 
Detroit 

Other defendants were Jack 
Rosenberg, president of AFM Local 
802. New York: John Ferentz, head 
of Local 5, Detroit AFM; The Lafay- 
ette Dramatic Productions, Inc., fo 
refusing to join in suit and United 
Booking Office. which booked the 
hows for the Lafayette 


‘Ruth’ Not So Dear 
| To Rascoe; Varies 


Sharply With Others 


Burton 
his covérage of “Dear 
Miller, N. Y., last week 
World-Telegram drama 


+ x 
It Was 


field 


Rascoe t the 


agaln 
aLall in 
Ruth” at the 
with the 

critic while 


putting the prongs in, 


the press generally was of the rave 
type. After lamping Rascoe’s notice. 
|} it was the opinion in show circles 


that he gave an exhibition of a slow 
burnup against Moss Hart because of 


| the latter's jibe at the critic in a 
|“Seven Lively Arts” (Ziegfeld) 


sketch that Hart wrote. 
' Rascoe’s review of “Arts” 
say much about the show’s 


didn’t 
critics 
A . . 

tures over the musical. While other 
critics credited Hart with fashioning 
the Norman Krasna play into a first- 


night wow, Rascoe said “Ruth” is 
“lifeless, machine-made, badly di- 
rected farce.” That idea led the 


which started with high praise for 





the cast, by saying that she turned 
the play into “a very enjoyable and 
frequently hilarious evening.” 


| John Chapman, the N. Y. News 
| critic, also got his licks in but they 
'weren't aimed at the show. His 
| barks were aimed at Gregory Rat- 


off, the actor-director. Chapman liked 
|“Ruth” plenty, but an opening night 


situation got him riled. He started 
his review with: “As I sat watching 
‘Dear Ruth’...I was thinking of a 
movie director, a fellow famous for 
|odd mannerisms and odd (Russian) 
/accent. and famous, too, for turning 
|out hit films.’ He mentioned Ernst 


| Lubitsch but actually he was think- 
ing of Gregory Ratoff, who through 
a mixup squatted in the seats allotted 


to Chapman and wouldn't vacate 
‘even if Mayor La Guardia wanted 
‘em.’ Michael Mok, the show’s pub- 


licity man, got another pair of aisle 
of his hat for the News man 
Chapman finaled his notice by opin- 
|ing thet Lubitsch or Al Hall could 
probably direct the stage version of 


seats out 


“Ruth” but “a director like. say 
Ratoff. wouldn't have the delicacy.” 

On the day the notices of the 
Krasna play appeared, it was an- 
| nounced by Columbia Pictures that 
la film called “Dear Mr. Private” 
| would soon start in production. It 
| has the same idea of “Ruth,” that of! 
(a kid writing a soldier and signing 
| her sister’s name. There are other 
| film stories said to have a similar 
‘idea. 


illy Rose Finds It's a Lively Art 
To Try and Tease Tix Brokers 








(Longtime Boswell of 


Zievev) 


Is an Editorial Feature Also of || 


39th Anniversary Ldition 





interlude but he went all-out in rap- | 
| would have association give enprerened 


| tend 


Lenore Lonergan, a young actress in | 








ee Ballet Outfit 
In Shubert Tiff 


A row s brewing between the 
ma vement of tne International 
Ballet and the Shuberts because 
George de Cuevas, who heads the 


elaborate dance outfit, aims to can- 
el a Boston booking for the attrac- 
Ballet which finales this 
International theatre, Colum 
N.Y., is slated to lay off 
for a couple of weeks and then play 
Shubert's the Hub. 


tion week 
it tne 


bus Circle 


house in 


de Cuevas angrily ripped down a 
backstage notice to the effect that 
the ballet would take to the road 
and reported planning to jump 
the attraction to Mexico City, a par- 
ticularly costly maneuver, consider 
ing the horde of toe dancers and 

of sceni nvestiture 

International Ballet project repre 
ents an outlay to date approaching 


de Cuevas Is married to 
the Rockefellers but there 


are a number of other exceptionally 


$1.000,000 


a kin of 


wealthy socialite backers, all of them 
quite aware that the coin they put 
into the project is “for the sake of 
art.’ It is understood that the back 
ers—or, more correctly, the spon- 
sors—are aware cf it’s non-profii 
activity. 

Elias Weinstock the Shubert 
booker, stated that de Cuevas signed 
a contract for the Boston date and | 


there is no Shubert 


making a cancellation. 


Urge Equity Aid For 
Young Performers 


At an Equity quarterly meeting | 
held at the Astor,~N. Y., yesterday | 
(19) a proposal slated from the floor | 


Intention of 


support to Library Theatre, a group 
of mostly young players. Latter con- 
that because of 
lighting, absence of props and set- 


| tings, they cannot appear to advan- 
notice but he finished the sentence, | 


tage before managers or agents in 
the occasional gratis performances. 


They'd like to have a real theatre for 


the showings and Daly’s 63rd Street 
been suggested, but the young- 
sters would settle for one of the so- 
called little library theatres if prop- 
erly equipped. 


has 


To aid the Library Theatre move- | 


ment the John Golden Foundation 
made a grant of $1,000, that money 


taking care of ordinary outlays, but | 


those interested in giving the kids 
and others a chance to be seen in 
performance back up their appeal 
for Equity financing. Sam Jaffe, one 
of the vet Equityites, is devoting 
considerable time to the Library 
Theatre and joined the youngsters in 
urging more material support. 


Musicers Upped to $79 

At Philly Shubert Houses 

Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

The Shubert Enterprises last week 
igned with Local 77, Musicians 
Union. granting members of orches- 
tras playing at the four legiters op- 
erated by Shubert a 15° wage in- 
crease, The new pact calls for a $79 
minimum. 

In addition to the increase, the 
union won the following concessions 

Only one free rehearsal period al- 
lowed. More than one must be paid 
for at regular rates. 

Dress rehearsals should be classi- 
fied as performances in rate of pay. 


a week 


Member of orchestra may double | 


on only one other instrument and 
must be paid 25% more for same. 


| { 


VARIETY °s ? 


+ There are direct telephone lines 
4 - from the major N. Y. ticket agen- 
A Fragment From the cies to the boxoffice of the Ziegfeld, 
. e e N. Y¥., where “Seven Lively Arts” 
Now Historic recently opened, but very few 
tickets are to be had because of the 
‘Ziegfeld Cycle” record number of parties sold in 
. advance of the revue’s opening 
By Billy Rose, “Arts” producer, cam- 
BERNARD SOBEL paigned to promote the sale of 


tickets directly at the boxoffice, and 


iough he says e isn’t angry at 
the ticketmen, except around the 
| eave tnis week le DOUgNt anotne 
| extra xe ad headed Tickets for 
€ F Ss Yeal are Oo! tne press 
An clude was ad ce or ne 0 
eL € Rose timate é y ope 
tore the Zi ] Arts 
\ l ely ( . 
( 1iCe 
Not all the organizations which 
bought out the house for beneficial 
irposes, with the tickets priced 
ich more than the established b.o. 
top of $6 ($5 plus $1, federal tax), 
are able to dispose of the entire 
bundle Several have asked leading 
brokers to sell the exce tickets 
but as the prices are tilted that is a 
problen If the agencies did sell 
e benefit tickets the price to the 
customers should be $6 plus the 
usual agency fee and federal tax, 


but that can't be the case. The Gov- 


ernment insists that only 20% be 
levied on the amount printed on the 
ticket. Therefore the agencies 

ould be reqired to charge theil 
customers $3 or $4 tax instead. of 
$1, and they explain that is not feas- 
ible. 

Other benefit people are offering 
tickets to the public by means of 
ads in the dailies. One announced 
that the tickets on hand could be 


secured at 
and it is probable that the locations 


vere upstairs Theatre 


party peo- 
ple said to operate on straight per- 
centage state that if a benefit party 
s split between two charity organi- 
zations, the prices can be_ boosted 


over the regular scale, although the 


matter was differently reported. 
They assert the Internal Revenue 
Department has issued no rule on 
that phase of the plit charity 


pal ties 


Sues Theatre Guild 
For $186,850 on ‘Pact’ 
To Get ‘Okla.’ Backing 


Theatre Guild is being sued for 
$186,850, for alleged breach of cone 
tract in N. Y. supreme court, suit be- 
ing disclosed last week when the 
Guild moved for a further bill of 
particulars in the action filed by 
David Lowe, producer and director. 
Latter claims the amount is due him 
for services and a share of the profits 
of investors allegedly secured by 


him for “Oklahoma!” Guild pro- 
inadequate | duced the musical. 
Lowe alleges that in 1942 he 


}entered agreement with the Guild 
| and it was agreed that he be re- 
j tained to “formulate and cooperate 
in the execution of plans for the 
| financing of ‘Oklahoma!’ ” 

Lowe seeks $30,000 for his services 
and the balance as his percentage of 
profits by investors he says he 

| secured, 





‘NEW LONSDALE PLAY 
MILD TO LONDON CRIX 


| London, Dec. 19. 
} “Another Love Story,” which 
opened at the Phoenix Dec. 13, was 
|; well received but critics here don't 
regard it as Frederick Lonsdale’s 
best. 
Majority of reviewers praised the 
cast as being far above the play's 
nerit. 





Hurok Files $60,000 Suit 
Vs. Philly Opera Troupe 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19. 

Hurok Attractions, Inc., filed suit 

in U. S. District Court here Satur- 
day (16) against the Philadelphia 
Opera Co., seeking $60,000 for al- 
leged breach of contract. 

So] Hurok, head of the New York 
| agency, charged that the Philly out- 
| fit. last June had made arrange- 

ments for him to book a tour of at 

| least 1” weeks throughout U. S., Can- 
| ada and Mexico, for which he had 
guaranteed the company $7,000 a 
week plus 50% of the gross over 
$12,500. = 


prices from $5.40 to $9.60 , 


BF i aes 




















Dees 


* ig 





40 LEGITIMATE 





Play Out 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 20, 1944 





of Town 


On the Town .(a Leonard Bernstein-Jerome Rob 
oston, Dex 15 I bi collaboration) Three sallo ) 
oO  S ! Paul Feis , 24-hour pass in Nev York start out 
of =~ = % to do the town. One spots a pinup 
by Jerome Robbins. Featu g y pe et 
N Walker , ‘ : ‘ ; In | hye W 
G ! Batt R ( ‘ ¢ t " t | 
AleX a i Ray on s \ rat 1s raped b a CO 
Be: horeography, J anthropolo 
co Alvin Colt; stage ( » Meanwhile ( 
r* j . n - M 3 nit HD 2 ’ 
nates , 
I \\ il 
i i 
‘ 
: , 
‘ A 
3 «t t 
‘ 
e e 
H A DOS t 
s t 1] Ct Lo i 
< I Ab the middle of the first act t 
M ’ nvention beg to Wwavel and, bD 
. S , ‘ 2 a trio of nitery scene ste: 
k } ses it grip an the a ence 
P - inl it must be said, is as n ( tne 
T.amp Su - - fault of the casting as the book, fo! 
~ . is Ca: ynlvy Nancy Walker of the x pl 
v i quite enough sock stage 
" ‘ ng J ‘ personality to traverse i ye 
. “ Toot hts Howeve!l 
; I ) although ofter i 
. i ' 
A D ) iPallh Dall 4 
M S Fis ‘ ‘ ‘.—- 4 cenes) slightly collegiate 
A Mel Malh : A . Leonard Bernstein’s music is smart 
- rs ; gh Flas ; ind, for ballet purposes, socko, but it 
Pr Dou M so D \ not exactly show musi There 
I We h Jot F I ittle feeling of repose o armth 
DA ; ‘ lvric grace in the romanti 
T 1 K t ‘ la . + ro vers, and there is a tendency to dress 
Dorot! johnsor tegina Ow s them up in clever orchestral scoring 
“) : gh , — M rs a. oger 1 : rather than to support their mooa 
ee Penee He — aan Ta The amusing tunes, such as “I Get 
si Mel\ Howard, Sam Adams, R Carried Away.” “I Can Cook” o1 
I 


The main trouble with “On the 
Town” is that everybody is so busy 
being young, unspoiled, fresh and 
original that they have overlooked 
the basic necessity for ingratiating 
themselves with their audience. The 
result is that while aware of the 
original and delightful qualities of 
the piece, the audience is mostly de- 
tached from it, and this serves to un- 
derscore the tiresome precocity of 
the show. Nonetheless, its prospects 
are excellent, for its good points are 
very good indeed. 

It is really nothing but a series of 


spoken and choreographed variations | along with everything else—the feel- | 
ing that Art Has Come to the Musi- 


on the wow ballet, “Fancy Free” 


You Got Me,” are terrif, howeve 


and these three numbe! all but 
‘arry the show. As it stands now 
the orchestration overemphasizes 


the brasses, tricky, intricate rhythms 
and piquant dissonances, but it is 
mainly very clever. 


The choreography of Jeron e Rob- 


bins seldom achieves the brilliance 
or the humor of “Fancy Free.” Some 
of it is amusing, some of it is bright. 
and some is pretentious. but it does 


provide Sono Osato with one really 


wow number in “Miss Turnstile,” 
and it does offer a Neanderthal com- 
edy ballet which is super. But for the 


most part it serves to heighten 


leal Stage And It Took Us Kids To 


Do It. 


It is. indeed, George Abbott's stag- | 


ng of the piece, and Oliver Smith's 





ors. Practically all of the big laughs 


elop from Abbott's veteran stage- | 


-« 


crat 
the two “rape” scenes in the girls’ 


apartments and the three nitery |: 


scenes. The whole show, for that 
matter, is overpoweringly vivacious 
a quality deriving to some extent 


from the ebullience of the entire | ™ 


cast. As indicated, only Miss Walke1 
plays a really hep stage manne 
iithough Adolph Green and Betty 








ien (the authors) are good 
( eay scene Vv € no one 
r f] i 
| B { ) 
ta neat oO 4 
{ 4] t C t ) ol 
) t lo oO 
) i \ rope 
fo he Et 
f 
| 
“LITTLE WOMEN” 
(City Center, N. Y.) 
It's been some year ce Louisa 


May Alcott’s “Little Women” was 


presented in New York, and its re- 
turn for a limited stay should be a 
velcome addition around this time 
For the schoolgir! on tilt one oO 
Sé charming storie ot vO £ 
ne 1860 and it ( lime 
armt and occasional pathos retail 
heir basic values as entertainment 


for adolescent girls around the Christ- 
mas holidays 

Jessie Royce Landis ha taged the 
play excellently, from the adaptation 
by Marian De Forest, and Eddie 
Dowling, in association with the mu- 
nicipally-operated City Center, is the 
producer. 
setter. 

Mary Welch, Margot Stevenson, 
Susana Garnett and Frances Reid are 
Jo, Meg, Amy and Beth, respectively, 
and their performances reflect the 
quiet charm of the period. Kahn. 


ACTOR CONCHIE 1-A 
Philadelphia, Dec. 19 
Michael de Bauset, Hedgerow the- 
atre thesp who went to jail when 
he refused to appear for induction, 
was released from Lewisburg peni- 


nounting of it, which wins top hon- | 


as in the subway scrambie, | 


It's a well-conceived one- | 


Play on Broadway 


Dear Ruth 


Hyman and Bernard Hart pro- 


in two acta (one scepe) 


Krasna; features Virginia Gil- 


Phyllis Povah Howard 
Mross Hart; setting by 
ened at Mille: Me 


top 
; , . Pauline Myers 
INS. cccces Phvilis Povah 
Lenore Lonergan 
NB. rece Howard Smith 
oe V ia (iilmore 
ehitcss John Dall 
BRartiett Ro ns 
Ka ( 
\i 
those concerned with the 
Ig i l ib opel 


Hart pounce in witli 


their maiden effort, 


how and why show 
vill get along even if some 
‘1 showmen drop out. 

a mirth-provoker, and a 
would probably find that it 
more laughs than any of the new 


really something in 


ason. It has a simple 
Staged by Moss Hart 


said to have tooled 
original script 


+} f 
n ti i ing roor oO 


nly n Kew Garden 
iburb of Manhattan 
is a traffic-court judge. which gives 
him the privilege of making cracks 
about wellknown jurists and officiate 
marriages, like the one he | 


Papa Harry 


his eldest daughte 


age 


anothe! kid Mirian 
around 16, who has ideas about a lot 


of them highbrow. 
writes Lt. Bill Sea- 


aerial gunner overseas 
with a romantic urge 
But Miriam, who goes in for poetry 
signs Ruth’s name to the pashy 
some 60-odd, and so when 
| Bill suddenly arrives at the Wilkins 
| home and makes a big fuss over Rut! 
she doesn’t know what it’s all about 
engaged to a young 
has a turbulent time of 
manly soldier come: 
into their lives, 
be classed as a gag 
show but it certainly qualifies as of- 


tentiary last week and was almost | fering high amusement to the aver- 


immediately put in 1-A. 

DeBauset was released from the 
Federal bastille after serving 11 
months of a two-year sentence. 


It may also be re- 
garded as a farce, despite its comedy 
could stand about 10 
minutes’ cutting. 

Smith, who has been 





around though not much on Broad- 
way, copped first-night honors. He 
gets most of the laughs and scores 
them in easy fashion, sitting around 
puffing a pipe, rarely being off the 
| stage. Smith was formerly a vaude- 
| ville pianist with Rae Cox, also do- 
| ing comedy in the two-a-day. He has 
| been in radio for some time. 

Lenore Lonergan, the squeaky- 
| voiced adolescent in “Junior Miss,” 
lis the runner-up in laugh-getting 
|She has dropped the tricky vocal! 
i stuff but is still a comedienne. The 
lass scores at least two bellylau 
notably 

was ginger ale and talks to a big 
panda doll (had they made it a Ha 
vey the gag would be funnier). Vir 
ginia Gilmore is a honey as her sis- 


the 
ENS 


vhen she drinks Scotch like 


ter Rutt Phyllis Povah, as the 
nothe has ne best part since “The 
Wome! John Dall is excellent as 

e fiver, Bartlett Robinson we ist 


too, as the boy who doesn't get the 


'girl, and Pauline Myers is okay as 


the colored maid Ibee 


Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 19 
“Another Love Story,” Phoenix. 
“Arsenic & Old Lace,” Strand 
“Blithe Spirit,” Duches 
“Happy & Glorious,” Palladium. 
“Honeymoon,” York’s 
“Jenny Jones,” Hippodrome. 
“Last Mrs. Cheyney,” Savoy. 
“Meet Me Victoria,” Vic. Pal. 
“Merrie England,” Winter Gar. 
“Merry-Go-Round,” Adelphi. 
“Night Venice,” Cambridge. 
“No Medals,” Vaudeville. 
“Peek-A-Boo,” Whitehall. 
“Private Lives,” Apollo 
“Quiet Weekend,” Playhouse. 
“Sadler’s Opera,” Prince's 
“Scandal at Rarchester,” Wynd. 
“Strike It Again,” Wales 
“Sweeter Lower,” Ambassadors. 
“The Magistrate,” St. Martins. 
“Three's a Family,” Saville. 
“This Was a Woman,” Comedy. 
“Tomorrow World,” Aldwych. 
“Uncle Harry,” Garrick. 
“What You Mean,” Cambridge. 
“While Sun Shines,” Globe 
































EARL CARROLL VANITIES 
Four Weeks, $87,126.00 


MONEY TALKS 


3 @ AiR-CONDITIONED 
@ CENTRAL HEATING 


PAUL WILLIA 


100 FEET WALL TO WALL—COUNTER-WEIGHT SYSTEM 





MAID IN THE OZARKS 
Seven Weeks, $96,032.00 


WILSON 


THEATRE 


DETROIT, MICH. 


AND DETROIT HAS IT! 

















MERRY WIDOW 
Three Weeks, $97,532.00 


@ SEATS 1,918 (892 MAIN FLOOR) 
@ STAGE, 41 FEET 9 INCHES BY 41 FEET 9 INCHES 





AMERICA’S FINEST LEGITIMATE THEATRE 





UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT AND POLICY 
1945 SEASON NOW BOOKING 


MS, Manager 


334 Madison Avenue 
Detroit 26, Mich. 


J. B. JOHNSON, JR. 
* D. D. MaeFARLANE 


Operators 














etc ele an 








= a 


eta taal, 








2D Dak alec elm ea ~ 


~ 


J 
aan 


ee ee eee es rT Tee 


en wie 





Wednesday, December 20, 1944 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 


41 





Victory’ Sellout $45,000 in Ist 6 To 
Pace Chi; ‘Okla.! 


,% 


306, Others in Slide 





Chicago, Dec. 19. 

“Winged Victory,” heavily bally- 
hooed, got rave reviews and $45,- 
000 in its first six performances at 
the Civic Opera House last week. 
Only one of the long-termers here, 
“Oklahoma!” remained status quo in 
face of the blizzard that hit Chi for 
two days last week, remaining $30,- 


000 sellout. “Kiss and Tell,” with 
small $9,500 is skedded to move out 
of the Studebaker Feb. 3, with 
“Over 21” returning from a weak 
tour to try to recoup some of the} 
heavy dough it walked out on last 
Nov : 4 after eight big week 

“Voice of the Turtle” slipped for 


the first time from $20,600 sellout to | 


Little Indians’ 
and “Star and 


with “Ten 
to $15,000 


$20,000, 
down 


Garter” down to $19,000—all victims | 


of the weather and Christmas shop- | 
ping. 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Kiss and Tell,” Studebaker (84th | 


week) (1,400; $3). Slipped down to | 
$9,500 this time. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (57th | 
week) (1,500; $4.20). Only three | 
weeks to go for Theatre Guild 
smash, and still a $30,000 sellout. 

“Star and Garter,” Blackstone 
(5th week) (1,200: $4.20-$4.80). But 
for big advance sales, a la “Okla- 
homa!” and “Turtle,” this one would 
have done even less than $19,000 it 
drew this stanza ; 

“Ten Little Indians,” Harris ‘6th 
week) (1,000; $3). Ditto for this 
one, although $15,000 wasn’t bad. ° 

“Voice of the Turtle,” Selwyn 


(lith week) (1,000; $3.60). Just $600 


under sellout, with $20,000 in the 
till. 

“Winged Victory,” Civic Opera 
House (3,600; $3.60). Advance sales 
for this one, spurred by rave re- 
views, make it look like a record- 
breaker, with $45,000 for first six 


performances. 


‘Rebecca’ $17,000 In 


Det.; ‘King’ $15,600) 


| Wednesday 


Detroit, Dec. 19. 
Yule shopping has finally trimmed 
grosses along the rialto here but all 
three houses are back in operation. 
“Rebecca,” in its first week at the 


Cass, came close to $17,000. It con- 
tinues another week, with the 
Burnside “Gilbert & Sullivan” com- | 
pany taking over for two weeks 


starting Dec. 25. 

“The Waltz King” also dropped to 
$15,600 in its third week at the 
Lafayette at a $2.50 top. The musi- 
cal continues to Dec. 25 when 
Goose for the Gander” settles in. 

The Wilson relit last Friday with 
“Porgy and Bess.” It will be fol- 
lowed Jan. 15 by “Winged Victory.” 





‘Widow’ (Shuberts) OK 


$14,200 in Denver 


‘ Denver, Dec. 19. 

Finishing a run of four shows, 
three nights and a matinee, ending 
Saturday (16), “Merry Widow” 
(Shubert Co.), ran up a fine $14,- 
200 at the city auditorium with 3,271 
seats and a top of $3.05. 

The auditorium, booked by A. M. 
Oberfelder, will be dark unti! “Sons 
of Fun” comes in Jan. 2-4. 


‘Sophie’ Hefty In 
New Haven, $7,500 


; New Haven, Dec. 19. 

‘Sophie Halenczik, American” 
stopped over at the Shubert for a 
last half (14-16) and garnered an ex- 
cellent pre-Xmas, estimated $7,500. 
This was on four shows at $3 top. 

House is dark this week, but 
comes back into action again next 
week for the break-in of “Hope for 
the Best” (Franchot Tone) (28-30). 
Another preem follows when “The 
Overtons” hits town on Jan. 4-6. 

In addition to this being busiest 
legit season in years, ‘44-45 also 
represents a record-breaking num- 
ber of tryouts here. 


‘Father’ $10,000, Cincy 


Cincinnati, Dec. 19. 

Here for the fourth time, “Life 
With Father” did a fair $10,000 last 
week in the 1,300-seat Cox theatre 
at $3 top. 

Helen Hayes in “Harriet” tenants 
the 2,500-seat Taft theatre Dec. 26-30 
for five night performances and two 
matinees at $3.60 top. 

Week of Dec. 31 has 
Time” in the Cox at $3 top. 








“Blossom 





‘Sleep’ Naps, 5G, St. L. 
St. Louis, Dec. 19. 

The shuttering of the major flicker 
houses last week, along with the 
Nabes, lent a big b.o. hand to “Slee 
No More,” which closed its two-w 
engagement at the American theatre 
Saturday (16). The second stanza, 
nine performances with the house 
Scaled to $2.44, grabbed a fair $5,000. 

Taylor Holmes grabbed a few 
Posies from the crix but the piece 
was gigged plen 


_s. 4-68 - ee 


+ 





| naled in 





‘Kiss’ Pulls 9G in L. A.; 


Gordon-‘21’ $18,000 
In Week at Wash. 


Washington, Dec. 19. 
Ruth Gordon had to compete with 
Christmas shopping, and in eight 
performances of “Over 21” at the 


National theatre, grossed estimated 
$18,000. 


ay | 
Since the boxoffice sale opened 





‘Baron’ Starts With 18G 


Los Angeles, Dec. 19. 


Bottom of the Christmas slump 
seems to have been reached, al- 
though managers look for slight 
dropoff to continue right up through 
St. Nick’s day. “Kiss and Tell” 
closed its second and final week at 
the Biltmore with $17,500. “The 
Doll’s House” moved in Sunday 
night, with healthy advance for one 


week stand. “Gypsy Baron” out of 
|New York creaked into the Phil- 
harmonic last Monday night to a 


coolish press and picked up $18,000 
in five days. 

Musart’s “Petticoat 
its 14th week 
Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1944,” 
normally loading the El Capitan 
each night, felt the pinch and scaled 
off to $14,200. Belasco’s “Maid in 
the Ozarks” went down to $8,000 in 
its 10th section. 


Heart’ NSG $9,000, 
‘Bernice’ Fine $18,200, 
‘Town’ 106 in 4, Hub 


Boston, Dec. 19 

Three openers here this week 
amidst plenty of confusion along the 
rialto. 

“Hasty Heart” opened as scheduled 
on Monday (11) at the Wilbur and 
caught only one dissenting note in 
the press. Nonetheless, it being only 
a fortnight prior to Christmas, the 
show did not attract overly solid biz, 
but still fairly substantial. 

Dave Wolper’s “Glad to See You” 
was criginally set to open on Tues- 


Fever” fi- 
with $1,700 


day night (12) at the Opera House, | 
as | 


but the opening was postponed 
the stage setup was too complicated. 
As “On the Town” was to open 
(13), Wolper put his 
show over to Thursday (14) to get 
the first-string critics. 

Late Wednesday “On the Town,” 
which had sold out the house to a 
local society group, announced to the 
press that it could not admit critics 
that night as the show wasn't ready. 
As the critics had agreed to do 
“Glad” on Thursday, “Town” threat- 
ened to suspend its Thursday per- 
formance if second-string critics 
were sent. The result was 
on Friday (15), two days after the 
show opened. Both.shows drew gen- 


erally cordial though not ecstatic 
notices. 

This week “Sophie” opened on 
Monday at the Plymouth; “The 


Young Know Best” begins on Satur- 
day at the Copley. On Christmas 
night the openings are “Many Happy 
Returns” at the Plymouth; “A Lady 
of ?” at the Colonial, and “Star 
Time” at the Shubert. On Tues. (26) 
“Brief Holiday’’ begins at the Wil- 
bur. Then on Jan. 8 “The Tempest” 
comes into the Colonial; “Ballet 
International” to the Opera House 
and “Merry Widow” to the Shubert. 


Estimates for Last Week 

“Errand for Bernice,” Plymouth 
(1,300; $3.60). Remained staunch on 
second week on name draw, with 
$18,200, very strong in pre-holiday 
going. First week was under-esti- 
mated, Gertie Lawrence show get- 
ting $20,000. 

“Glad to See You,” Opera House 
(3,500; $4.20). Opened Thursday 
night to draw so-so comment, but is 
doing business, with $15,000 esti- 


mated on four performances. Re- 
mains through Dec. 30. 
“Hasty Heart,” Wilbur (1,200; $3). 


Opened Monday and was well liked 
with but one exception. Lack of 
name draw and ~generally offish 
quality of biz currently meant an 
estimated $9,000. Final week current. 

“Laffing Reom Only,” Shubert 
(1,500; $4.20-$4.80). Finished sixth 
week at slambang pace, only one 
matinee being other than sold out. 
Means another $32,000 estimated. 

“On the Town,” Colonial (1,500; 
$4.20). Debuted Wednesday (13) but 
no critics were allowed until Friday. 
Result was no notices until Saturday, 
and Thurs. and Fri. biz was not up 
io usual musical show standards 
here. However, an okay estimated 
$10,000. Saturday matinee was can- 
celled, Nancy Walker being out with 
a bad throat. 


‘Sons’ 636, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, Dec. 19.- 
' Playi a return engagement, 
“Sons o’ Fun,” scaled at $3.60 top, did 
good $6,500 for two nights and mati- 
nee at the 2,300-seat Lyceum. 
Show also had played here last 
season without Olsen & Johnson. 





‘Ladies’ $2,500, 1-Niter 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 19. 
“Good Night ” at Iowa 
theatre, Dec. 12. 





#$2,500 
House $1.22 to $3.05. 
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| 


they 
caught the Feigay-Smith production | 


for the Eva Le Gallienne-Joseph 


| Schildkraut revival of “The Cherry 


| auspices 


Orchard,” there has been two long 
lines. Play comes in under the 
of the American Theatre 
Society and can’t fail with 11,000 
subscribers. 


Franchot Tone in “Hope for the | 
| Best” arrives on New Year’s eve 


First 


SNOW 


Sunday for a new 


th ic 


opening 
season. 


‘Lady $25,800 In 
Philly Despite Crix 


Philadelphia, Dec. 19 
There wasn't much of any sign of 
the traditional pre-holiday slump in 
| Philly’s legit houses last week. The 


entire quartet were open and all 

| turned in neat b.o. figures. 

| Leader of the four was “Lady of 

be which, despite notices that 
ranged from unfavorable to so-so, 
ot a rugged $25.800 in its first full 
veek at the Forrest. That repre- 
ented capacity during the latte 
mart of the veek Reports, both | 
printed and by word-of-mouth, of 


| show’s Off-color features may have 
| attracted some of the customers and 
curiosity to see Carole Landis, de- 
| spite crix’ lukewarm reception of 
ithe film star, probably combined to 
build attendance. Show’s gorgeous 
|} production and personal contribu- 
| tions of Bobby Morris and Sue 
| Ryan, were generally admitted. 
Real surprise of the week, 
lever, was scored by the Theatre 
Guild’s musical production, “Sing 
Out, Sweet Land.” On top of 


cism here 
| ally 
| nisl 
| 


received by a not-too-big first- 
ight audience at the Shubert. 
Notices here were all raves but one, 


and latter joined the bandwagon in | 
Sunday follow-up. Biz built 
steadily all week with $22,700 | 


checked in; show was fifth of Ameri- 


Dunham. In a return at the Locust, 
where it did very well last year, this 
| dance revue got $12,400, not as big 
| as expected, but generally okay with 
a substantial boost expected this 
| week. its last session. 

; Only non-musical, “Many Happy 
| Returns,” reported $9,700 in second 
j}and final week at the Walnut. 
Couldn't buck weak notices; sweep- 
ing cast changes and re-staging will 
be in order immediately. Walnut 
is Only house dark this week, other 
three shows carrying on. 

Next week’s layout of openings 
has just been altered again, with 
Michael Todd’s musical, “Central 
Park” pushed back to Friday, the 
29th, instead of Thursday the 28th. 
at the Forrest. It will play two 
full weeks thereafter. 

Two shows open Christmas night; 
they are “Over 21” with Rwth Gor- 
don at the Walnut and “Good Night, 
Ladies,” at the Locust. First named 
will probably play six weeks here, 
with latter listed for four. Cheryl 
Crawford's Shakespearean revival, 
“The Tempest,” has its preem at the 
Shubert on Tuesday (26); in for two 
weeks. 

Only January bookings now men- 
tioned are “Star Time” at the Shu- 
bert on the 8th and “Ballet Interna- 
tional” at the Forrest on the 22nd. 
First is for two weeks; latter for one 
although first booked for two. No 
word now of date of “Carmen 
Jones” return. 


Bliz Wilts ‘Blossom’ 
For $11,000, Toronto 


Toronto, Dec. 19. 

Greatest blizzard here since 1876 
cost “Blossom Time” easily $6,000, 
but operetta came through for a 
good $11,000 at the Royal Alexan- 
dra, with 1,525-seater scaled at $2.50 
top. 

Tuesday night (12) performance 
was cancelled but extra Friday mati- 
nee was thrown in, Tuesday night 
reservations being exchanged for 
any other performance. 


‘ ’ 
Orchard’ 176, Balto 
Baltimore, Dec. 19. 

“The Cherry Orchard” benefitting 
from a big advance subscription un- 
der American Theatre Society-The- 
atre Guild auspices, chalked a 
pleasing $17,000 at Ford’s here last 
week. 

House is dark currently, with the 
new Russel Crouse-Howard Lindsay 
production of “The Hasty Heart,” by 
John Patrick, set for Christmas week 
against the New Opera Co. produc- 
tion of “The Merry Widow,” booked 
into the oversized Lyric Concert 
Hall for two weeks. Strong advance 
action reported for latter. 
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how- | 


weak | 
| Boston press and a first-night scepti- | 
this one was enthusiastic- | 


| formances, 


B way Lag Not As Much As Expected; 
~ Ruth’ Latest Hit, $12,000 in 1st Five, 
‘Arts’ Sellout $45,000 in Ist Full Wk. 


The business graph on Broadway | 
ward | 


wa 


down 
There 


to curve 
it did. 


supposed 
week and, 


Was 


last 


was 


| distinct matinee weakness for some} 
| long-running favorites, more so than 


the week previous, but indications 


x 

are for better attendance currently 
even though it’s the week before 
Christmas. Much of the gift buying 
a ee! completed and the chools 

] e closed 

Another comedy hit came to to 
Dear Ruth” living up to its high 


out-of-town rating. In five perform- 


ces it topped $12,000, building to 
capacity quickly after mostly rave 
tice Dark Hammock” tied the 
juick-flop record, being taken off 
after one performance “Seven 
Lively Arts” got all jit could accom- 
modate and “A Bell for Adano” im- 
mediately became established as 
h hit 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 


M (Musical), O (Operetta) 

“®& Bell for Adano,” Cort (2d 
week) (1D-1,064: $4.20). Capacity 
taki for first full week were 
around $21,000; only party at slight 
oncession pre vented highe 

“Angel Street,” Bijou (157th week) 
(D-614: $3.60). One week more to 


| go; newer successes probably factor | 


|in weakening boxoffice; under $5,000; 


|“Kiss and Tell” due to move here. 


“Anna Lucasta,” Mansfield (16th 
week) (D-1,033; $3.60) No change 
in pace of hit colored-cast drama, 


which was rated over $20,000 again 

“Bloomer Girl,” Shubert (11th 
week) (M-1,382; $5.40). Smash musi- 
cal selling out at all performances, 
and with limit of standees, 
around $34,000; parties still figure. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (55th 
week) (M-1,900; $3). 
ness improved with Sunday per- 
colored-cast operetta, 


| here more than a year, advertising | 
last weeks. 
“Catherine Was Great,” Royale 


(20th week) (CD-996; $4.80). Eased 


| 

;} can Theatre Society's subscriptiong of to around $15,000 or less; slated 

5 offerings; “Oklahoma!” (in April) | for touring after New Year's and 
will be last. should be cleanup out of town. 

Third musical here last week was “Chicken Every Sunday,” Ply-| 
“Tropical Revue” with Katherine mouth (37th week) (C-1,075; $3.60). | 


Has been tapering 
slated for road soon; 
estimated. 
move over from Broadhurst. 

“Dear Ruth,” Miller (lst 
(C-940: $4.20). New laugh click that 
should make real run of it; bettered 


$12,000 in 


get it. 

“Embezzied Heaven,” National (3d 
week and hailed by audiences; with 
Theatre Guild subscriptions 
was figured around $17,000. 

“Follow the Girls,” 44th Street 
(36th week) (M-1,462; $4.80). First 
material drop in takings last week 
sent gross to around $31,000; should 
promptly bounce back, for it’s a 
favorite. 

“Hand in Glove,” Playhouse (2d 
week) (D-865); $3.60). Moves to For- 
rest next week; this spot gets 
“Sophie” next Monday (25); “Glove” 
dipped under $5,000. 

“Harvey,” 48th Street (7th week) 
(C-$25; $4.20). A _ wonder-draw; 
| they'll give odds that it will be 
around a year hence; $18,500, which 
is all it can get. 

“Hats Off to Ice,” Center (26th 
week) (R-2,994; $1.98). Rink revue 
annually cleans up around the holi- 
days; should climb this week with 
schools closed; over-estimated; last 
week: $26,500 but with 14 perform- 
ances next week may top all grosses. 

“| Remember Mama,” Music Box 
(9th week) (CD-979; $4.20). Another 
of the new sock shows that is now 
figured to be among the shows pres- 
ent during 1945-46; $21,500; capacity 
always. 

“In Bed We Cry,” Belasco (5th 
week) (C-1,077; $4.20). Mild busi- 
ness for past several weeks but 
should get share of holiday trade; 
under $6,500; probably finales next 
week. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel,” 
Beck (40th week) (C-1,214; $3.60). 
Approximately $16,000; should ‘beat 
year’s engagement. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (90th 
week) (C-926; $3.60). Moving to 
smaller Bijou at New Year’s but has 
been off like other long stayers; 
dipped under $8,000. 

“Laffing Reem Only,” Winter Gar- 
den (R-1,523; $6). Presented by the 
Shuberts; with Olsen and Johnson, 
touted as cinch and pulled big busi- 
ness in Boston; opens Saturday (23). 

“Late George Apley,” Lyceum (4th 
week) (C-993; $4.20). May be mostly 
for carriage trade but it’s in the 
chips with around $18,000. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (267th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.60). Another New 
Year’s to see the run leader on 
Broadway; should recover recently 
slowed pace; approximately $10,000. 

“Mexican 











.” Majestic (36th 
} week) (M-1,695; $6). About held its 
own last week, when count was 


such sign in sight for the still-cae 
pacity longrunner; $31,000. 

“One- Touch of Venus,” 46th 
Street (63d week) (M-1,319; $4.80). 
Matinees dented here for past three 
veeks but should come back th 
arrival of holidays; $27,000 claimed, 

“Sadie Thompson,” Alvin 5th 
veek) (M-1,388: $6). Eased off fur- 
ther; gross estimated around $25,000 
which isn’t big at the scale; slate 
through January in this house 

“School for Brides,” Ambassador 
20th week) (C-1,117; $3.60) Has 
been off but management says en- 

| gagement is indefinite; $9,000 estl- 
mated 

“Seven Lively Arts,” Ziegfeld ‘ist 
week ) (R-1,626; $6). Sold out 
throughout first full week; capacity 
parties almost nightly; $45,000; com- 
mission of about $2,000 more to 
party people. 

“Snafu,” Hudson (8th week) (C- 
1,094: $3.60). Nearly as much ag 
previous week: not among ieadcers 

it doing very well; $12,000 

“Soldier’s Wife,” John Golden 
(lith week) (CD-789; $3.60). Held 
to previous week’s form, and pace 
was around $12,000; looks set through 
| season, 

“Song of Norway,” Imperial (17th 
week) (OQ-1,427; $6). Unaffected in 
any way; claimed over $41,000, 
which means standees right along 


| (24th week) (D-1,160; $3.60). Climb- 
| ed slightly, with takings around $12,- 
| 000; will move soon into Plymouth; 


gross | 


Although busi- 


“The Perfect Marriage,” Barry- 
more (8th week) (CD-1,115; $3.60). 
Dipped under $11,000 and is pen- 
ciled in out of town about mid- 
| January; “Rebecca” slated to fol- 
| low. 
| “Phe Searching Wind,” Fulton 
(36th week) (C-948; $4.20). Leaving 
for road next month; rated around 
$8,000; “Hope for the Best” prob- 
ably follows here; “Wind” only 


in takings and 
under $10,900 
“Ten Little Indians” due 
week) 
first five performances; 
can get $22,000 at scale and should | 
week) (D-1,164; $3.60). Resumed last | 
gross | 


lthe Adelphi. 


around $37,000; moved here from 
Winter Garden Monday (18). 
“Oklahoma!”, St. James (89th 
week) (M-1,529; $4.80). When ate 
tendance slips here it’ll be news; no 


“Ten Little Indians,” Broadhurst 


“Lady-of ?” comes here. 


show on list laying off this week. 
| “The Two Mrs. Carrolls,” Booth 
| (66th week) (C-948; $4.20). Long- 
staying melodrama still making 
goodly coin and should span sea- 
son; off further; around $10,000. 
“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(45th week) (C-896; $4.20). Has 
| been cleaning up and should con- 
Feo: to do so although Margaret 
|Sullavan withdrew from three-per- 
ison cast and Betty Field replaced; 
| nearly $22,000. 


ADDED 

| Ballet International, International. 
Final week; lays off and then plays 
| Boston; “Sing Out, Sweet Land” fol- 
lows next week, when “On the 
Town,” another musical, comes to 


REVIVAL 
“Little Women,” N. Y. City Center 
(Ist week) (O-2,693; $2.40). Drew 
favorable press; slated for three 
weeks, so will benefit fom holiday 
going. 


‘OTHELLO’ $28,700 
IN WINNIPEG, MPLS. 


f ‘ 

Winnipeg, Dec. 19. 
“Othello,” with the colored star, 
Paul Robeson, is proving to be a 
touring cleanup. In three perform- 
ances here the Shakespearean trag- 
edy grossed $12,500 at the Audi- 
torium. Earlier last week the show 
gave four performances in Minne- 
apolis, where the takings were $16,- 
200. The total on the week in seven 

times wag $28,700. 

House managements were elated 
over the attendance so close to 

Christmas, usually a slump period. 


‘Family’ Fair $7,500 
In 4 at Kansas City 


Kansas City, Dec. 19. 

“Three Is a Family” drew a fair 
$7,500 for four performances in the 
2,572-seat Music Hall of the Muni- 
cipal Auditorium here last week-end 
(14-16). House was scaled up to a 
$3 top. 

Crix threw posies at the show, 
but Christmas shopping made its 
usual inroads on the take. 

“Good Night Ladies” comes in 
Thursday (21) for six performances, 


Harriet’ 276, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Dec. 19. 
Heaviest snowstorm of the year, 
which disrupted traffic for three 
days, didn’t hurt business particu- 
larly for Helen Hayes’ “Harriet” at 


the Hanna last week. Aided RB 
socky advance sale, pla 
swell $27,000 at $3.60 top, 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


Mike Todd had nothing to do with “Spook Scandals,” which younger 
players of his shows produced and appeared in, very briefly, at the little 
President, N. Y., except pay the bills ; 
at the suggestion of Todd. To get the house, which usually has foreign 
films. he had to guarantee two weeks’ rent. That with other expenses 
meant a red of $3,200. : 

It was planned to put the curious revue on at the Malin studio, a smaller 


place, but the stage unions steppe in. and although they made conces- 
sions. a stagehand crew, manager and ticketsellers were required. For 
instance, the agents and managers union put in one man at $15 per day, 
so he received $30 instead of $90 had the show run a week Equity gave 
the event clearance > pay to the acters being mandatory since they were 
in Todd's shows 

E ‘ $ i Voice of the Turtle VMorosco 
N.. S Eq ‘fused permission to classif¥Y a 
a 2 na . as a aress ears e\ the idea was to afford 
Beitv Field a tunity of playing be e an audience, prior to regu 
larly entering the three-pers cast Elliott Nugent, who has a piece of 
the smash hit, ar Audrey Christie were quite willing to appear gratis to | 
aid the new el it Equity insisted they be paid an extra one-eighth 


The special matinee last Friday (15), with the audience pre- 
ponderantly in uniform, men and women, present on the cuff. Miss Field 
replaced Margaret Sullavan, who is ailing and who was co-starred with | 
Nugent, on Sunday night (17), that performance being a benefit for the | 
Actors ‘Fund. Miss‘Field is now co-starred with Nugent, Miss Christie being | 
featured. Tickets for “Turtle” are on sale up to late April. 


Was Blvel 


“The Perfect Marriage,” Barrymore, N.Y., which did rather well for a 





time with the aid of a flock of theatre parties and by virtue of tasteful | 
Some out-of-town dates have been pen- | 
cilled in. but the show cannot tour very far from New York, unless Victor | 


presentation, is due to close soon. 


Jory, who is co-starred with Miriam Hopkins, is replaced. Jory is under | 
contract for radio on Sunday afternoons and unless he can get back to 
New York’ in time for the broadcasts, he won't leave the city. 
“Marriage” played Philadelphia and Boston before coming In, Dut it Is | 
slated for Pittsburgh on Jan. 15, with Baltimore and possibly Washington 


Next attraction at the Barrymore will be “Rebecca.” 


to follow. 


Being dark last week was a two-way break for the Nixon, Pittsburgh, 
“Dark Hammock” had been penciled into town’s sole legit house, but was 
eancelled out when a Broadway theatre, the Forrest, suddenly opened up 
for the Mary Orr-Reginald Denham melodrama. Break No. 1 was Smoky 
City’s failure to get the turkey, which lasted only two performances in 
N.Y. 

Break No. 2 in being dark was the fact that the theatre would have been 
operating in name only since the Big Snow kept Golden Triangle looking 
like a deserted village all week. 

Ethel and Julius Colby, who cover first nights and review the shows 
for WMCA at midnight, refused to attend the premiere of “Seven Lively 
Arts” at the Ziegfeld, N. Y. They returned their tickets to Billy Rose. 

Explanation was that they didn’t believe it patriotic to open @ show on 
Dec, 7 because it was the date (1941) of the Pearl Harbor disaster, and 
they also thought the rate of $24 per seat wasn't just right, either. 

Mrs. Colby was on the pavement outside the theatre on opening night 
and next day broadcast those portions of the notices which were unfavor- 
able. 





Written in terms of affection and friendship, Moss Hart bylined a story 

the Sunday (17) Times about his brother Bernard Hart and Joseph M. 
Pedy who produced “Dear Ruth,” new hit at the Miller, N. Y. Humor- 
ously indicating his belief that the new managerial team is on its way up, 
in parenthesis several times was the admonishment, “And the Shuberts 
better watch out.” Moss Hart, who staged “Ruth,” alludes to himself, his 
brother and Hyman as being ‘stagestruck. 





The Wilson. Detroit, an independently booked legiter which may be- 
geome the key house in a “third circuit,” is owned by Mrs. Alfred G. Wilson, 
widow of the elder Horace Dodge, multi-millionaire automobile manufac- 
turer. but after New Year’s the house will be operated by James B. John- 
son, Jr., and D. D. MacFarlane, former being the husband of Mrs. Wilson’s 
daughter Frances. 





Around 20 minutes of dialog have been sliced from the book of “Sadie 
Thompson,” musicalized “Rain,” Alvin, N. Y., and two new songs have 
been inserted. One is rated a hot number and is being delivered by June 
Havoc. It was one of her contributions to the Banshees luncheon show 
in N.Y. last Thursday (14). 


‘ 
seat | rymple, Mare Connelly. 
Show closed after two midnights, | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“La Vie Parisienne”’—New Opera 
Co. 
"Hope For the Best’—Jean Dal- 


“The Overtons’—Paul Czinner. 

“Brief Holiday”—Jacques Thiery, 
Joseph Viertel. 

“Central Park”—Michael Todd. 

“Star In the Window"—F. Choate, 
Marie Louise Elkins. 

“The Tempest” (revival)—Cheryl 
Crawford, John Wildberg. 

“Good Night Ladies”—Howard 
Lang, Al Rosen. 

“The Young Know Best’- 
Steckler 

“RBonanza”- 


Roy P 


Albert 


Johnson, 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Dec. 18-30) 


“Abie’s Irish Rose”—Royal Alex. 
Toronto (18-30). 

“Blossom Time’”—Hanna, Cleve 
(25-30). 

“Brief Moment’—Wilbur, Boe. 
| (25-30). 

“Central Park”—Forrest, Phila. 
(25-30): 

“Cherry Orchard”—Nat', Wash.., 
D. C. (18-30). 

“Doll’s House”—Wilson, Detroit 
(18-23). 

“Errand for Bernice” Nixon, 
Pitt. (25-30). 

Gilbert & Sullivan—Cass, Det. (25- 
30). 

“Glad to See You’’"—Op. H’se, Bos- 


ton (18-23). 

“Good Night Ladies” (ist Co.) — 
Locust St., Phila. (25-30) 

“Good Night Ladies” (2nd Co.)— 
Grand, Emporia (19); Convention H., 
Hutchinson, Kans. (20); Mus. Hall, 
Kans. City (21-24); Arcadia, Wichita 
(25-26); Convention H., Tulsa (27- 
28); Shrine, Okla, C. (29-30), 

“Goose For the Gander” — Shub.- 
LaF., Det. (25-30). 

“Harrie?’’—Par., 
Cox, Cinn. (26-30). 


Toledo (18-23); 








VV—_—_—_—_—_———_—_— Ewe + 
| Helen Bonfils’ 40G To 
Univ., Tribute to Dad 


Denver, Dec. 19. 
Helen Bonfils has given the Uni- 
A versity of Denver $40,000 on behalf 
of the Frederick G. Bonfils Founda- 
tion, the money to be used prin- 
cipally in acquiring property for 
the downtown university cenfer, as 
well as to assure the university of 
leadership in dramatic arts. These 
funds will make available facilities 
for television, motion pictures and 





the stage. 
Bonfil the lat blish f 
GLASSES | ,,¢° Denver Post, ‘and’ Helen bi 


ae CONTACT LENSES give you perfect 
sion without impairing your looks. Invisi- 
blu, safe, protective, comfortable. Now worn 
by many stars in the amusement world, Free 
ronsultation, 9:30 to 5:30. including Satur 
Gay Monday ‘till 8:59, 


130 W. 42nd St. 17 Academy St. 
New York 18, N.Y. Newark 2, N.J. 
Wisconsin 7-4680 Mitchell 2-6898 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Wanted for theatrical producers office 
in New York. Experienced young lady, 


daughter, is an actress and the wife 
of George Somnes, director. They 
produce in New York and both op- 
erate the Elitch stock company here 
every summer. 


Sues on ‘Brides’ 
Charles Sherman asked New York 
Supreme Court last week to vacate 
an arbitration award which gave 
him interest only in synopsis of the 
Broadway play, “School for Brides,” 
Sherman asking to be declared co- 














intelligent and alert, good stenog- f; author of play. Claims he entered 
rapher. State full particulars, salary. 9) into oral agreement with two other 
Box 119, Variety writers, Milton Lazarus and Edward 


134 W. 46th St.. New York 19, N. ¥. [| Clarke Lilley, to ready the synopsis, 
with written agreement later made 
for one third interest each should 
play be staged. 

Sherman claims other writers 
sold their interest to Howard Lang, 
who produced comedy, with Frank 
Gill, Jr., and George Carleton Brown 
listed as authors. Author’s League of 
America awarded Sherman only in- 
terest in synopsis, which Sherman 
contests. 











SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 
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“Hasty Heart”’—Wilbur, Bos. 
| 23); Ford’s, Balto. (25-30). 


(18- 


| “Have a Good Time”—Opera 
| House, Bos. (25-30). 
“Hope For the Best”—Shubert, 


New Haven (28-30). 

“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co.)—Stude- 
baker, Chi. (18-30). 

“Kiss and Tell” (3d Co.)—Russ. 
Aud. San Diego (18); Municipal 
Aud.,-Long Beach (19); Civic Aud., 
Pasadena (20); Coll. Pacific Aud., 
Stockton (22); Sr. H. S. Aud., Sacra- 
mento (23); Geary, Frisco (25-30). 

“Lady of ?”—Forrest, Phil. (18-23); 
Colonial, Bos, (25-30). 

“Life With Fa¢her” (2d Co.)—Vic- 
tory, Dayton (18-23); Davidson, Mil- 
waukee (25-30). 

“Many Happy Returns”—Plymouth, 
Boston (25-30). 

“Merry Widow” 
Lyric, Balto. (25-30). 

“Merry Widow”—Erlanger, 
(25-30). 

“Merry Widow” 
L. A. (25-30). 


(New Opera)— 
Buff. 


(24 Co.)—Bilt., 


“Oklahoma!” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 
Chi, (18-30). 

“On the Town”—Colonial, Boston 
(18-23). 


“Othello”—Metro, Seattle (25-30). 
— 21”—Walnut St., Phila. (25- 

). 

“Porgy and Bess”—Wilson Aud., 
Detroit (18-30). 

“Ramshackle Inn”—Curran, Frisco 
(18-30). 

San Carle Op. Co. — Convention 
Hall, Tulsa (18-19); Ritz, Muskogee, 
(20); H. S. Aud., Denison (21); City 
Aud., Wichita Falls (22): Aud., Ft. 
Worth (25-26); Aud., Dallas (27-30). 

“Sing Out, Sweet Land”—Shubert, 
Phila. (18-23). 

“Sons O’ Fun” —Aud., St. Paul 
(24-26); Music H., Kans. C., Mo. 
(28-30). 

“Sophie”—Plymouth, Bos. (18-23). 

“Star and Garter” — Blackstone. 
Chi, (18-30). 

“Star in the Window”—Playhouse, 
Wilmington (29-30). 

BP a Time” — Shubert, Bos. (26- 

), 

“Student Prince” — Mux. Aud. 
N. O. (25-26); City Aud., Shreveport 
(27); Robinson Aud., Little Rock 
(28); Aud., Memphis (29-30). 

PD aan a — Shubert, Phila. (25- 
30). 

“Ten Little Indians” (2d Co.)— 
Harris, Chi. (18-30). 

“Three's a Family” — Coliseum. 
Sioux Falls (25); Aud., St. Paul (27- 
28); Lyceum, Minn. (29-30). 

“Tropical Revue” (Katherine Dun- 
ham)—Locust, Phila. (18-23). 

“Voice of Turtle” (2d Co.)—Sel- 
wyn, Chi. (18-30). 

“Waltz King”—Shubert, Laf., Det. 
(18-23). 

“Winged Victory” — Civic Op H., 
Chi (18-30). 

“Young Know Best” — Copley, 
Boston (23-30). 











| not by the police. 
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Hub Censorship Legislation 
A move to end the Hub’s 
noisome censorship situation 
up here last week when the book- 
sellers of Boston (who have, to pro- 
tect themselves, been working what 
is called a “hidden censorship” rou- 
tine) proposed. a bill to be intro- 
duced in the state legislature in 
January, 
Idea is to wipe out the blue law 
relating to obscene books and re- 
place them with new regulations 


dividing books into separate classes | 


for children and adults. 
The new way would be to provide 
for legal action against a book, and 


not against the bookseller as is now | 
the case, and that action could only | 


be taken by the district attorney and 
Following a hear- 
ing by the interested parties, the 
case could go to trial, and the judg- 
ment of the court would be taken as 
a guide for booksellers, who would 
then refrain from stocking or selling 
the book. 

As it is now, a bookseller can be 
nabbed without warning on the com- 
plaint of anyone, and must stand 
trial on a given passage which might 
be deemed obscene notwithstanding 
the general moral tone of the book 
and without consideration of the fact 
that it is not slanted towards chil- 
dren. So the booksellers, on the tip 
that somebody has complained of a 
given passage, withdraw the book 
voluntarily from their shelves to en- 
force a censorship which has no 
official standing 





2 Beok Firms Exceed Quotas 


Two book firms, charged with 
overusing their paper quotas by 
1,042,826 pounds of paper, have 


agreed to make it up voluntarily by 
a consent order reducing their con- 
sumption during the remainder of 
1944 and all of 1945, WPB has an- 
nounced. 

Firms are Literary Classics, Inc., 
of N. Y., and Books, Inc., of Clinton, 
Mass. Unless there is a radical im- 
provement in the paper situation, 
Literary Classics can’t use any paper 
until the beginning of 1946. Books, 
Inc., takes a slash of more than 
300,000 pounds spread over the quar- 
ters. 

“Each corporation,” said WPB, 
had claimed to be the publisher 
during the base year of 1942 of a 
series of books known as “The Mas- 
ters’ Standard Library of Classics,” 
for which more than 2,000,000 
pounds of paper were used. During 
1943 and early 1944 each corporation 
operated on the assumption that it 
was entitled to include this paper in 
its base tonnage. This resulted in 
the total over-consumption by both 
corporations of more than 1,000,000 
pounds of paper.” 





Joe Ravotto Due Back 


Joseph D. Ravotta, vet correspond- 
ent and longtime “Variety” mugg in 
Paris, Rome, Madrid, Lisbon, etc., 
is due back for a year-end vacation, 
after a protracted stay with the 
Psychological Warfare Dept., start- 
ing from Algiers and winding up 
in Paris. He returns to Paris after 
a 30-day leave. 

Writing of Paris, the seasoned 
newshawk observes: “Supefficially 
everything is like it used to be, but 
when you peer beneath the surface 
there is plenty that has changed. 
The shop windows symbolize Paris. 
They are loaded down with the 
things of the past, but when you go 
into the shop you find it empty and 
the shop window merely a’ facade. 
There are many familiar show biz 
faces: Lacy Kastner, Alan Byre, Bob 
Riskin, Bill Paley, Davidson Taylor, 
both the latter ex-CBS and now 
with PWD. The list of former news- 
paper and mag people is much too 
long to itemize.” 





Stout, Carmer Headed Across 


Rex Stout*and Carl Carmer are 
due to visit England and France 
sometime early in 1945. They are 
respectively present and past presi- 
dents of the Authors Guild and 
chairman and member of the Writers 
War Board. 

Other members of WWB who've 
been across the pond are Paul Gal- 
lico and Robert Colwell, beth now 
back home. j 





Seabrook-Wilstach’s Deal 


The American Weekly, with a 
four-part story on the Ringling Cir- 
cus and the brothers, was first on 
the hard luck angles and fact mate- 
rial. First bought from an ex- 
Ringling p.a. this was all turned 


book 
came 


over to William Seabrook. John 
Wilstach, who was om the Yngling 
Bros. circus staff with Wells Hawks 
and Guy Steeley, and is now at 
work on an opus on the history of 
the American circus, was hired, in 
an odd arrangement, not to collab, 
but as a “circus consultant,” while 
Seabrook did all the writing, the 
former being a kinda “Answer” 
man. It all worked out fine, not 
only getting the entire yarn into 
print before Satevepost but with 
accuracy that hasn’t been ques- 
tioned 





Crime Play Anthology 

Next play anthology which Van 
Cartmell and Bennett Cerf will edit 
for Doubleday, Doran publication 
will cover crime and mystery mell- 
ers. Their “SRO” (from “Uncle 
Tom's Cabin” to “Oklahoma,” i.e., 
the all-time greats) was just pub- 
lished, whereas the new one will in- 


clude plays such as “Within the 
Law,” “Alias Jimmy Valentine,” 
“Sherlock Holmes,” “7 Keys to 


Baldpate,” etc. 

Cartmell is editor of Garden City 
Publications (a Doubleday, Doran 
subsid) and Cerf, of course, is prez 
of Random competitive 
firm. 


House, a 


CHATTER 

Demetria Taylor appointed home 
economist for Ideal Publications. 

Glover M. Young elevated to ad- 
verlising director of Ideal Publica- 
tions. 

Marjorie Page in 
woman's page 
Boston Herald. 

Ted Saucier working on a book of 
Hollywood personalities with carica- 
tures by Xavier Cugat. 

Harold Heffernan, Hollywood cor- 
respondent for NANA, to Johns Hop- 
kins Hospital with eye trouhle. 

Al Hill, film player, has completed 
his third novel, based on the specu- 
lative career of Nick the Greek. 

David Reed, screen actor, doubling 
as Hollywood correspondent for four 
weeklies back home in Oklahoma. 

Parkyakarkas winding up 10 years 
of work on his book, “The Art of 
Mimicry,” to be published in March. 

Robin Coons, AP Hollywood writer 
for 16 years, readying to sail to the 
South Pacific as a war correspondent. 

Leonard Sues finished his third 
text book on trumpet improvisation, 


Hollywood on 
interviews for the 


to be published by Robbins Music 
Corp. 
Dan Mainwaring, alias Geoffrey 


Homes, sold Brazilian rights to his 
novel, “Forty Whacks,” to a pub- 
lisher in Rio. 

George Yates and Geoffrey Homes 
completed their mystery novel, “Fit 
to Kill,” for publication by William 
Morrow & Co. 

Frances Whitware in Hollywood, 
on assignment by Life mag, to round 
up material for the life story of 
David O. Selznick. 

Dorothy Cartwright Roe, screen 
writer, awarded $1,000 as third prize 
in a short story contest conducted 
by Read magazine. 

Lynn Perkins resigned from USO- 
Camp Shows N. Y. publicity staff to 
do photographic feature stories for 
Photoplay mag in Hollywood. 

Adelaide Norris taking one day off 
per week from Paramount acting to 
write a Hollywood column for her 
hometown paper in Jacksonville, Fla. 

Erskine Johnson, Hollywood col- 
Fumnist, draws an elaborate plug in 
a 40-page booklet in preparation by 
NEA, to be mailed to every news 
editor in the country. 

Niven Busch advised by Appleton- 
Century that the second printing of 
his novel, “They Dream of Home,” 
is under way, after selling out the 
first edition of 20,000 copies. 

Book-of-the-Month Club selection 
for February will be “The Thurber 
Merry-Go-Round” (Harper), collec- 
tion of James Thurber’s best writ- 
ings and drawings selected by the 
author. 

Tim Cohane quits the New York 
World-Telegram shortly, where he’s 
been a sports writer, to succeed 
Frank Graham as sport writer for 
Look mag. Graham is quitting to 
write sports books. 

Life mag is prepping a layout of 
photographs about the poll of liter- 
ary editors conducted by Frank 
Ross, producer of “The Robe,” to de- 
termine casting of the film version 
of the Lloyd C. Douglas book. 

Franz Werfel’s “Between Heaven 
and Earth” being published this 
week. The bulk of this book was 
written in America during the last 
two years. Book consists of three 
lectures, which, though revised, have 
originally appeared in German, 
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Broadway 


Office of the late Sam H. Harris 
at the Music Box being redecorated. 


George Choos off on another tal- 


ent-scouting trip for USO-Camp 
Shows. 
Dr. Nat Lief, dentist and first 


nighter, in West Side hospital. Heart 
trouble. 


The “kid” who lost money which | 


é 


72 vears of age 


Irving Cooper back with “A Bell 
For Adano,” at the Cort, Dick 
Vanev agenting. 

Frank C. Payne ill for two years, 


n h improved and 
Beach, California. 

Nat Dorfman readying second edi- 
tion of his quarterly Stage Pictorial, 
due around Jan. 16. 

At $12 top, last Friday’s non-title 
welterweight fight at the Garden got 
around $100,000 gross. 

Ken Kling recovered from an ill- 
ness, sent out clever 
and show” Christmas cards 

George Deber back from 
week survey trip to southwest 
coast for USO-Camp Shows. 

William Fields of the Playwrights 
Co. has resigned as personal man- 


living at Long 


four- 
and 


ager for Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Maestro (now Major) Meredith 
Willson back to the Coast on a 
quickie N. Y. visit with his wife, 
Peggy 
Lt. Leonard Schlesinger, former 
Warner circuit executive at the 


homeoffice, up from Washington for | 


a brief visit. 

Otto Preminger, 20th-Fox pro- 
ducer-directer, in town from Coast 
for huddles with h.o. toppers and 
Jarryl F. Zanuck. 

William Norton now manager of 
Mike Todd’s new “Central Park,” 
Ralph Kravette being back with 
“Mexican Hayride.” 

Jeri Sullavan, singer now appear- 
ing in person at the Paramount, N. Y., 
leaves for the Coast in Januery for a 
Warner Bros. screen test. 

Jake Wilk, WB eastern production 
exec, slated for a Hollywood 0.0. 
the first week in January. Hasn't 
been west in a coupla years. 

Monte Carlo’s Casino room, debut- 
ing with a formal policy, forced to 
Ro back to mufti for the duration. 

oo much customer resistance. 

Lauren Bacall, who made her film 
ebut in Warner’s “To Have and 
jave Not,” coming east in January 
after completion of “The Big Sleep.” 

Danny Ahearn, who wrote “How to 
ommit Murder and Get Away 
With It,” wed to Reggie Schilling, 
who operates the Swanee night club, 
on Monday (18). 

Officially announced that Lt. Col. 
Lynn Farnol returns as director of 
publicity for Goldwyn in Hollywood, 
effective Jan. 1. He was with Gold- 
wyn for eight years. 

Extra performance of “Anna 
Lucasta,” Mansfield, Sunday (17) 
activated the purchase of $4,470,700 
{in War Bonds. Advance estimate 
was double that figure. 

Dave Charnay has a new title on 
the Daily News, that of Roving Re- 
ewig with the privilege of pick- 

ng his own assignments. He’s long 
familiar on the Broadway beat. 

Russell Swan returns to the 
Pierre's Cotillion Room in February 
at a tilt from $750 to $900 and may 
be able to remain 10 weeks then. 
Meanwhile, he’s extended another 
two weeks there on current date. 

Dolores (Nikki) Norgard, who 
died under somewhat “mysterious” 
circumstances but whose death was 
yeported later to have been of 
natural causes due to indigestion,” 
was a model and protegee of Al 
Jolson. 

Gypsy Rose Lee’s premature baby 
weighs 5 lbs.-8 oz, and she says 
she has yet to fondle it: “they’ve got 
the baby under cellophane” to quote 
her. Expects to be out b mas. 
Wide reports first published re- 
ported it as a daughter but, of 
outa, Since corrected that it’s a 


Hollywood 


Ben Piazza laid up with throat in- 
fection. 


Aiden _Roark hospitalized with 
pneumonia. 
Rudy Vallee and Betty Jane Greer 
Parted again. 
Barrett Kiesling recovering from 
@ppendectomy. 
Lynne Roberts, Republic actress, 
to Mexico City. 
Samuel Bronston hospitalized with 
stomach trouble 
Jack McClendon’s new film name 
is Robert Grady. 
Gil Lamb cracked a couple of teeth 
Mh a motor crash. 
irman Swaartz joined Paramount 
ees legal staff. 
oe E. Brown to San Francisco for 
the Red Cross drive. 
Sydney M. Williams, Republic pro- 
ducer, bedded by flu. 
Judy Garland returned from two- 
week Broadway vacash. 
-Pamela Britton, Metro actress, re- 


coveri oe pneumonia. site 


program 





Nick Holde returned to him, a mere | 


“straight, place | 


for the Motion Picture Relief Fund’s 
annual Christmas party. 
Jack Lait arrived from New York 
for his annual winter visit. 
Howard Dietz in town for confabs 
on Metro advertising and publicity. 
Oscar Danciger, manager of Aguila 
Films of Mexico, in Hollywood to 
study Technicolor filming. 
Florence Bates made her 14th 
donation to the blood bank. 
Orson Welles making a series of 
| poetic recordings for Decca. 
Hugh Owen in town for sales 
| huddles with David O. Selznick. 
| Major Jack Holt returned to civil 
life after two years in the Army. 
| Wallace Beery checked in at 
| Metro after gandering New York. 
Jimmy Durante pulled in from 
New York to resume picture work. 
Gene Kelly transferred to U. S. 
| Naval Training Center, San Diego. 
| Sunset Carson, new Republic west- 
|ern star, broke an arm in a screen 
fight. 





of the Los Angeles Society of Magi- 
cians. 


| Budd Rogers is new eastern rep- 
| resentative for Walter Lantz car- 
| toons. 

| Margaret McDonnell, Selznick 


story editor, returned to work after | 


major surgery. 

Lon Chaney working on his up- 
| state cattle ranch while vacationing 
| from Universal. 

Danny Kaye and Sylvia Fine re- 
i|turned from vacationing in New 
York and Florida. 
| Louis B. Mayer, now strong enough 
| to take long daily walks, may return 
to work this week. 

Jinx Falkenburg back in Holly- 
wood after touring China, India and 
Burma with the Pat O’Brien troupe. 

Faye Emerson interrupted her 
honeymoon by returning to Warners 
for a week’s work in “Hotel Berlin.” 

Sydney Greenstreet, screen heavy, 
to wear Santa Claus whiskers for the 
Christmas celebration at Hollywood 
Canteen. 

Janice Carter moved into Colum- 
bia’s “Fighting Guardsman,” replac- 
ing Leslie Brooks, out with throat 
infection. 

Akim Tamiroff drew eight weeks’ 
salary from Edward Small for his 
commitment in “Cagliostro,” which 
was shelved. 

Gary Cooper making a fire-pre- 
vention trailer for ‘the British gov- 
ernment, showing dangers of care- 
less cigaret smoking. 

Wesley Ruggles postponed his 
start for England until mid-January, 
meanwhile hunting story properties 
for British production. 

Neil Ackland, Australian film exec, 
in Hollywood to confer with Ameri- 
can government officials on wartime 
activities down under. 

Douglas Shearer in Hollywood for 
hospital treatment after touring the 
South Pacific as a civilian attached 
to the Army Air Force. 


- 
Chicago 

Art Kassel, celegrating th year 
in band biz, opens at the Bismarck 
Dec. 22. 

Charlie Williams replaced Sid 
Harris as company manager of “Kiss 
and Tell.” 

“Around Chicago,” new mag to 
soon debut with James Jenkins as 
publisher. 

Variety Club’s annual Xmas party 
is skedded for Friday (22) at the 
Blackstone hotel. 

Pete Pangos, Alliance Theatre Cir- 
cuit’s chief booker, in Jackson Park 
hosp. with rheumatic fever. 

“Oklahoma!” will give special per- 
formance at servicemen’s center in 
the Auditorium Christmas afternoon. 

A special performance of “Star 
and Garter” was given fer the dis- 
abled vets at Edward Hines hosp. 
last Thursday. 

Florence Blum, former booker of 
Reinheimer Circuit, jeined Allied 
Buying ~_ Booking Circuit as as- 
sistant to Edward J. Mager. 

Chi Film Row will close for the 
two three-day holiday weekends at 
Xmas and New Year’s with only 
skeleton staffs working to handle 
emergencies. 

Jack Kirsch, Allied Theatres head, 
and Morris Ruben of Great States 
theatres, co-chairmen of [llinois’ 
March of Dimes, were White House 
guests yesterday (19). 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Jimmy Balmer named chairman 
of Variety Club’s house committee 
for 19465. 

Oliver Kichel, 
celebrating 35th 
movie biz. 


Paul Duke pending 
Nixon Cafe with I 
Gloria Lee dancers. 


Ladd Lyon, 8 Welles, Nikolai’s 
dancing trio and Maurice Spitalny 
band at Vogue Terrace. 

Playhouse actress Harriet Gold- 
stein will marry John D. Cohen, re- 
cent army dischargee on Jan. 2. 

Lt. Charles Gaynor, who wrote 
several Playhouse revues, has been 
transferred from London to Paris. 

Announcer . 
landed himselt 








Jeannette exhib, 
anniversary in 


new show at 
artingales and 





R. M. Rowland elected president | 


oy morning commercial on WJAS. 
Al Singer, former WB manager, 
received Purple Heart for wounds 


received at Aachen. Okay again 
now. 
Reuben Raninovitch in beating 


drums for “Errand for Bernice” and 
Rod Waggoner in ahead of “Bon- 
anza.” 

Nick Long, Jr., and the Drakes 
have joined Mary Martha Briney 
and Bob Rhodes’ band at Terrace 
Room. 





Al Jolson expected here soon. 

Jane Froman here recuperating 
from laryngitis. 

Lucille Vincent is the vocalist 
m.c. at the Pago Pago room of the 
Vanderbilt. 

Al Singer, former pugilist, bought 
an interest in 
of the Alamac hotel. 

Jimmy Palmer and Glen 
Casa Loma orch skedded for early 
dates at the Frolics Club. 

The Latin Quarter, officially open- 
ing Dec. 21, will give a preview 
| Dec. 20 to 900 wounded servicemen. 

Edward Manetti, former maitre d’ 
|of the swank Brook Club, now pre- 








| was on 
| 
| 


the Mermaid Lounge | 


Gravy’s | 


| siding over the Roney Plaza’s Im- 
| perial Room. 

Danny Kaye back to New. York 
| after a short vacation. While here | 


men and did a pitch at War Bond 
Rally at the Lincoln theatre. 
Lou Holtz taking a short 


| 


i entertained hospitalized service- | 


|; stormy 
vacation | 


jat the Roney Plaza hotel, will re-| 
; main here and officiate at the open- 

ing of Lou Walter Colonial Inn 

| Milton Berle headlines show which 
opens Dec. 22. 


Washington 


Bill Fields checked in to handle 
publicity for “The Cherry Orchard.” 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pep club 
will hold Christmas party on De- 
cember 23. 

The Brick Bar is 
latest all-night 
at 2:30 a.m. 

Mike Weiner, violinist at Ply- 
mouth, will reopen the Club Jalna 
on Vermont avenue. 

Ear] Hines during his appearance 
at the Howard theatre, will give a 
concert at Walter Reed hospital. 

Washington Newspaper Guild 
party at National Press Club 
Connie Russell and Joe Howard as 
entertainers. 

Treasure Island has been sold to 
a Chinese group headed by Sam and 
Jimmy Wong, connected with the 
China Clipper. 


Washington's 
rendezvous. Opens 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Most film exchanges held Christ- 
mas parties. 

Roy Mansfield bought St. 
theatre at Prescott, Wis. 

Antal Dorati here as Minneapolis 
Symphony orchestra guest conduc- 
tor. 

Wife of Fred Ableson, Universal 
city salesman, in hospital for opera- 
tion. 

Paul Rosini, magician, held over 
at Andy’s nitery with Delane Sisters, 
Dungan Trio, Joe Griffin and Stella’s 
band. 

Lieut. Ralph Green, who married 
Grace McDonald in Hollywood, 
operated a theatre circuit out of Min- 
neapolis before his entry into the 
Marines. 

Showmen tossed farewell party for 
Harry Dickerman, departing to make 
his home in Los Angeles after dis- 
posing of his theatre circuit to Don- 
ald Guttman, 


MARRIAGES 


Kay Morley to Richard Crane, 
Santa Monica, Nov. 14. Bride and 
groom are screen players. 

Capt. and Mrs. Morton J. O’Brien, 
son, Hawthorne, Nevada, Dec. 6. 
Father is the son of M. D. O’Brien 
of Loew’s Theatres Projection De- 
partment. 

Virginia Ware to William Blo- 
echer, Yuma, Ariz., Dec. 10. Bride 
is the widow of Darryl Ware, pro- 
ducer-writer; groom is a_ screen 
publicist. 

Veronica Lake to Andre De Toth, 
Hollywood, Dec. 16. Bride 1s the 
screen star; groom a director. 

Yvonne Day to Harry Richman, 


Croix 





Miami, Dec. 13. Bride is dancer; 
groom the singing star. 
Gertrude (Trudy) Marshall to 


Philip Jordan Raffin, Los Angeles, 
Dec. 17. Bride is film actress. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dana Andrews, son, 
Santa Monica, Cal., Der. 15. Father 
is screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orson Welles, 
daughter, Santa Monica, Dec. 17. 
Father is actor-producer; mother is 
Rita Hayworth, screen actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Gifford, son, 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 16. Father is orch 
leader. 

Capt. and Mrs. William Baldwin, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 13. 
Mother is Kim Hunter, screen act- 
ress; father is overseas with the 











had | 





OBITUARIES 


LUPE VELEZ 

Lupe Velez, 36, colorful film act- 
ress, suicided Dec. 14, at her home in 
Beverly Hills, Cal., from an over- 
dose of sleeping tablets. She left 
notes indicating a frustrated [fo- 
mance had precipitated the act. 

Native of San Luis Potosi, Mexico, 
Lupe Velez de Villalobos first ap- 
peared on the stage in “Rataplan,” 
a musical comedy, in Mexico City. 
Her first appearance in Hollywood | 
the stage in “Music Box | 
Revue,” produced by Fanchon & 
Marco. After playing in several Hal | 
Roach comedies, she attracted wide | 
attention in the role of the wild| 
mountain girl in the Douglas Fair- | 
banks picture, “The Gaucho,” pro- | 
duced in 1927. From that time she | 
played top roles in ail the major | 
studios of Hollywood, winding. up | 
with the “Mexican Spitfire” series | 
at RKO. ’ 

Publicized through many 
screen romances, Miss Velez 
married once, to Johnny Weissmul- | 
ler, whom she divorced after a 
marital career 

Her estate is estimated at be- 
tween $100,000 and $200,000. Surviv- 
ing are and 
a brother. 

Under the will, One-third 
of her estate goes to Mrs. Beulah 
Kinder, her sec, also named execu- 
trix. Remainder is divided into two 
trust funds, one for her mother, Mrs. 
Josephina Velez and one for her 
father. 





off- | 


Was 


her mother, two sisters 


actress’ 


WILLIAM E. RAYNOR 

William E. Raynor, 61, theatre and 
film exchange manager, died Dec. 13 
at Jamaica, L. I. He had been a | 
pioneer in film exhibition and ex: | 
ploitation field but recently managed 
theatres for the Century Circuit in 
Brooklyn and Long Island. 

In 1910 Raynor handled the show- 


| Los Angeles Real Estate Board 





ing of “Quo Vadis,” a silent film 
which ran six months at the Astor, 
N. Y. He later joined Pathe and 
had been an executive with that 
company until eventually absorbed 
by RKO. Under new regime he had 
been short subject sales manager 
for a time but later resigned to 
manage theatres. 

Widow and two sons survive him. 








STUART PATON 

Stuart Paton, 59, pioneer film di- 
rector and actor, died at the Motion 
Picture Country House near Holly- 
wood Dec. 16. 

Paton began theatrical career with 
six years on London Stage, entering 
film work in 1912 as scenario editof, 
and later a director at Universal. 
He worked in many early action 
films including — “20,000 Leagues 
Under The Sea,” “The Heart Punch,” 
starring Jess Willard, and many 
early Harry Carey westerns. 


He leaves a son, Edward James } 


Paton, Universal Music editor, and 
a daughter, Lillian Paton Cavalieri, 
employed in Universal’s film library. 





of “Eve of St. Mark.” 
widow, his mother, a 
brother. 


Survived by 





JAMES R. H. WAGNER 

James R. H. Wagner, 73, origina- 
tor of the Rose Bowl football game 
in Pasadena, died Dec. 11 at a hos- 
pital in Sonoma, Cal. Since 1901, 
when he sponsored the first gridiron 
battle at the Tournament of Roses, 
Wagner had held a seat of honor 


|every year on the 50-yard line. At 


one time he president of the 
He 
was a brother of the late Rob Wag- 


ner, founder of Script magazine 


Was 


Joseph P. De Cenceo, 19, formerly 


with Universal's still department, 
was killed in action Nov. 14 during 
the Battle of Leyte, according to 
word received by his father, Dom- 
inic De Cenco, who works in the 
same department. 

Lieut. Ralph Baxter, 30, former 
theatre manager in San Gabriel, 
Cal., died Nov. 21 in action on the 


Franco-German border, according to 


word received by his widow in Al- 
hambra, Cal 

David H. Heward, 84 eteran 
stage and screen actor, died Dec 9 


at the Motion Picture Country Home 
near Hollywood, Born in New York, 
he had lived in California 24 years. 

Snapper Garrisen,. 75, circus 
clown and bicycle performer, died in 
Denver Dec. 12. In early career he 
had been with Buffalo Bill show and 
circuses, 





William H. Grimes, 50, Metro still 
photographer for 20 years, died 
Dec. 15 after a heart attack at the 
Hollywood Park race track. 





Harry Zech, 60, motion picture 
cameraman, died Dec. 11 in Holly- 
wood, following an operation. 





Isaac Goldsmith, 72, owner of the. 
atrical agency, and former orchestra 
leader, died Dec. 15 in Chicago. 





Mother, 61, of maestro Frankie 


Carle, died Dec. 11 in Providence, 
R. I. 











Taxes 


Continued frem page 1 








cost her money to play over here: 

For the VU. S. Treasury, 30% is 
held out by Bob Milford, the com- 
pany manager (it’s higher than the 
regulation 20% withholding tax be- 
cause Miss Lillie is an alien); 10% 
is deducted for the state of New 
York. On top of that, as a citizen of 
Britain, she must pay a tax that 
goes as high as 75%. 

Miss Lillie’s attorney, Howard 
Reinheimer, is in a daze trying to 
solve the problem. 

Including Miss Lillie’s straight 
10%-of-the-gross deal, Billy Rose’s 





MARY TIMBERG 

Mary Timberg, 86, mother of Her- 
man and Sammy Timberg and the 
former Hattie Darling, died in New 
York Dec. 18. 

Mrs. Timberg managed her sons’ 
career when they first started in 
show business and also aided in 
launching Georgie Price and George 
Jessel in the Gus Edwards revue 
“School Days.” 

In addition to her sons, she is 
survived by her grandsons, Jesse 
Kaye, Loew stageshow booker, Tim 
Herbert, comic; Irwin Kneitel, of the 
Max Fleischer studios and Irwin 
Timberg. 





JESS LEE BROOKS 

Jess Lee Brooks, 50, Negro stage 
and screen player, died Dec. 13 in 
Hollywood when stricken with a 
heart attack while driving to Para- 
mount studio where he had a char- 
acter role in “The Lost Weekend.” 

Among his stage performances 
over a period of 30 years were 
“Black Empire,” “Run Li'l Chillun” 
and “Swing Mikado.” His recent 
screen apperrances were in “Sul- 
livan’s Travels” and “Wilson.” 





JACK DE SHAY 

Jack De Shay, 25, legit actor 
whose last Broadway appearance was 
in “Decisiof?,” died in New York last 
week of rheumatic fever. He had 
been hospitalized since last Septem- 
ber. 

De Shay, whose family name was 
McCusker and who used his middle 
name for the stage, also had appeared 





in “Othe ” and the road company 


“7 Lively Arts” stage musical per- 
haps has the top royalty overhead in 
history. No less than 23% off the 
top goes to sundry artisans, including 
5% to Cole Porter for his songs, and 
2-2%% of the gross each to Moss 
Hart, Ben Hecht and Hassard Short, 
In addition, dance stager Jack Dono- 
hue gets a flat weekly fee; Igor Stra- 
vinsky, who contributed a special 
ballet score for Anton Dolin and 
Alicia Markova, gets a $500 weekly 
royalty, etc. 
._ “Arts” can gross $47,000 weekly, 
and needs 40G to break, which means 
it will require a yéar of solid ca- 
pacity to get the $350,000 production 
cost back. Since Rose meantime 
makes a profit from the show, as 
owner of the Ziegfeld theatre, and it 
also will be instrumental in reestab- 
lishing the house as legiter once 
again, he doesn’t consider it too 
tough. In view of the operational 
overhead, therefore, Miss Lillie’s 
guaranteed $2,500 a week, against 
10%, means little. Show has a $500,- 
000 advance sale. 

Other “Arts” salaries are $2,500 


straight for Bért Lahr; $2,000 for” 


Benny Goodman; $1,500 for the 
Dolin-Markova ballet team. d 
Tiff between Miss Lillie and. Rose 
is past” history. It stemmed from 
Porter’s balking at the British come- 
dienne’s comedy “concert n 
interpolation, which is contrary to 
the songsmith’s non-interpolation 
contract, Doc Rockwell's glass 
woman has. been eliminated, and 
other cuts have been made. A new 
Porter song “The Band ~ 


Swinging a Song” has bolstered the 
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“Umbrella Coverage’ 


for the whole Philadelphia area 


Remember this: WCAU is more than a 50,000 Waitt station; 
it is a 50,000 “Free Watt” station. Its 50,000 Watts are not 
shielded or directed into a rectangular pattern to avoid inter- 
ference with other stations on the same channel. WCAU’s 


50,000 “Free” Watts surge out in a great tidal wave of power 





in all directions over a clear national channel giving “Umbrella 
Coverage” for the whole Philadelphia area, and reaching many 
adjoining states besides. For full coverage use WCAU’s Umbrella. 


WCAU =: 


CBS AFFILIATE 





PHILADELPHIA’S LEADING RADIO INSTITUTION 





